
The Church of Saint Boniface 

November 8, 2020 

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins 

who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.  

Five of them were foolish and five were wise…”  

(Matthew 25, 1-2)  



UN-QUIET WORD FOR TODAY 

Enriching the Lives of Others 

(Wisdom) 

We have all used the words ‘foolish’ and ‘wise’ in our 

lives; this might have been in reference to a situation  

or describing a person or individual. Think about a  

person whom you hold to be ‘wise’ in your life. These  

two words in the Scriptures take on a very different meaning. They are about ways of looking at life. Foolishness/Folly is 

what is opposed to Wisdom, and a fool is the reverse of a wise person. Folly is a sort of behavior which is self-defeating, 

immoral, impious and self-seeking. A fool is not provident or prudent, they are only interested in a life of pleasure and 

self-satisfaction. (Ecc 2, 1-11) 

Wisdom, on the other hand, is the way of the religious man. It leads to victory. Wisdom is what one must seek. It is the 

art of a good life. It is being prudent, knowing how to control one’s instincts; it is acting with caution; it is humility and 

modesty. Wisdom is what those who govern need to learn and must depend on, not privileges. Wisdom is gotten from a 

close relationship with God. It is about self-less service, enriching the lives of others, or living a full life for others. 

We are challenged by the readings this weekend to be ‘wise’ and to seek wisdom as a way of living a full life. Seek the 

betterment of others, take others as our responsibility. This is the path to wisdom. 

Who are those who are worthy of Lady Wisdom (in the first reading)? Who will she avail herself to? Those who are ready 

to live a life beyond self, those who understand that ‘your life is about more than you.’ 

The five wise bridesmaids have something over the ‘foolish ones.’ They are ‘foresighted’—they prepare and are ready. 

They take their responsibilities seriously. They are fully aware that this is not about themselves. The function of the brides- 

maids was to make sure the bride was alert at the time the groom came so they would be ready to make the journey to 

the groom’s home, which meant they kept vigil and were vigilant. They fill their lamps that nothing goes wrong. This 

again is not about them! If they do not, then why were they chosen, for what? They would be useless. They will make this 

a true feast and be ready. To be wise is to think about enriching others. 

In our world today what do you think it means to be ‘wise’? Might it mean getting ahead? Being on top? Success at all 

costs? Self-seeking, self-propagating? Self-promoting??  Yet this cannot be so for the believer/Christian. The more fami-

lies live a life of enriching one another, they have found wisdom. When parents teach their children to live unselfishly for 

others, doing good and living a full life not only for self, their children discover wisdom. A good leader who is wise seeks 

the betterment of those he/she leads—that is the root of a great leader. 

Jesus, in the Eucharist, offers us a true vision of a full life, a life lived for others and enriching others, with his death on the 

Cross for us. How then can we be like him? How can we who claim to be Christian bring and live this way of life as salt 

and light for the world around us? 

— Father Anthony 

Resplendent and unfading is wisdom, 

and she is readily perceived by those who love her, 

and found by those who seek her.  



PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 p.m. in the church,  

led by members of the Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.   

 

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS 

Next weekend, November 14th and 

15th, we will collect canned corn, 

canned green beans, boxed  

instant mashed potatoes, and  

cereal to help Saint Francis food  

pantry prepare Thanksgiving baskets 

for needy families. If you are able to 

donate, please leave items by the 

statue of Saint Joseph in the church. 

 

NO 8:00 A.M. MASSES on November 18, 19 and 20. 

 

THANKSGIVING VIGIL MASS  

Wednesday, November 25th at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS  

Nov. 7 

Nov. 14 

4:00 PM 

4:00 PM 

Leon Tarbell, by our Parish Family 

Robert Tremblay, by Claude & Jo-Anne Poirier 

COLLECTION REPORT 

Week of November 1 

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– All Saints/All Souls 

– Other 

Total 

 

 $3,747 

 729 

 222 

 15 

 $4,713 

ACH & Website: October 

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

Total 

 

 $3,822 

 435 

 $4,257 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Many parishioners have been making their weekly 

offerings online. It’s secure, convenient and  

easy to make one-time or recurring donations at  

www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR OKTOBERFEST  

2020 GRAND RAFFLE WINNERS  

$1,000 Grand Prize 

Connor Dijak 

$500 Second Prize 

Lisa Foster Hunter 

$100 Third Prize 

Robert Alario 

Katie Kasowitz 

Marc Raboin 

 

GIFT BASKET & LOTTERY TICKET  

RAFFLE DRAWING NOV. 30! 

Baskets will be on display and tickets will be on sale  

after Masses through November 29 …  

and don’t miss our  

lottery ticket “Scratchenstein”!  

 



Saints of the Week 

November 9.  

DEDICATION of SAINT JOHN LATERAN 

As the cathedral church of the diocese of 

Rome, Saint John Lateran is the cathedral of 

the pope, the bishop of Rome. Long before 

the Vatican was constructed, Saint John 

Lateran was the home of the popes and the 

focal point for the Church. Saint Francis  

visited Pope Innocent at the Lateran Palace.  

November 10.   

SAINT LEO the GREAT 

Saint Leo the Great held strong convictions 

about the importance of the Bishop of 

Rome and of the Church. He viewed the 

Church as the presence of Christ in the 

world. Dedicated to building up the Church 

in all areas, Saint Leo the Great was also a 

man of deep spiritual convictions.  

November 11.  

SAINT MARTIN of TOURS 

Saint Martin of Tours is often depicted as  

a soldier mounted on a horse sharing his 

cloak with a poor man. He became a monk 

and then a bishop, but he never lost his 

love for the poor. He spent a good deal of 

energy fighting for the Church, and for 

mercy toward heretics.  

Saint Martin of Tours is the Patron Saint of  

Horses, Soldiers and South Africa. 

November 12.  

SAINT JOSAPHAT 

Saint Josaphat dedicated his life to healing  

the split within the Ruthenian Church.  

While he made some headway, sadly the 

division extends to today. But his life and 

efforts were not in vain, for both influenced 

many Orthodox to be united with Rome.   

November 13. 

SAINT FRANCES XAVIER CABRINI 

Although she was born in Italy, Saint  

Frances Xavier Cabrini was the first United 

States citizen to be canonized. She was  

sent to the United States by Pope Leo XIII 

and spent the rest of her life working with 

the Italian immigrants, particularly in New 

York City and Chicago.  

Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini is the Patron Saint  

of Hospital Administrators, Immigrants and  

Impossible Causes. 

 

Be Watchful, Be Ready 

The theme of the Gospel is: “Be watchful and 

ready.” We are in a condition of awaiting some-

thing or someone important, and we don’t know 

when the arrival will take place. Hence the  

advice: “keep your eyes open, for you know not 

the day or the hour.” 

The liturgy combines this reading with a  

passage from Wisdom, suggesting that what  

we are awaiting is the arrival of wisdom:  

“he who watches for her at dawn shall not be 

disappointed.” 

When will we finally understand what we need 

to know in order to live together as brothers 

and sisters? 

When will we get the wisdom to place the one 

true God ahead of our petty gods of power,  

possessions, and pleasure? When will we be in-

spired with the wisdom to overcome our social 

ills? We do not know when, and so we must be 

watchful and ready, otherwise the moment will 

pass us by. 

One thing we do know: wisdom “makes her own 

rounds, seeking those worthy of her.” Those will 

not be found worthy who do not listen to the 

Scriptures, or to their own experiences, or to the 

sufferings of those around them. The message to 

them will be tragic: “I tell you, I do not know you.” 

We do not know the time for the  

consummation of the earth and of  

humanity, nor do we know how  

all things will be transformed.  As  

deformed by sin, the shape of this 

world will pass away; but we are 

taught that God is preparing a new 

dwelling place and a new earth  

where justice will abide, and whose 

blessedness will answer and surpass 

all the longings for peace which  

spring up in the human heart. 

Vatican II, Constitution on the Church  

in the Modern World, 1965:39 

 

— Gerald Darring  



Securing Patronage 

Mediterranean Weddings 

How does God behave toward us? “The reign of God” is like 

a first-century Mediterranean wedding (see my comments 

on the Fourth Sunday of Advent). In this period of Israel’s 

history, families practiced what is known as patrilocal mar-

riage. The bride moved to the groom’s home which would 

have been located in or close to the home of his father. 

This parable has a double meaning: it is about a wedding 

party but also about how God relates to human beings. 

Anyone who has visited Peter’s house in Capernaum or 

seen reconstructions of the house plan recalls that a cluster 

of homes formed a complex in which Jonah and his wife 

and children, single and married, all lived. This included 

Peter, his wife and children (and mother-in-law), and his 

brother Andrew. 

The ideal marriage partner in this culture is a first cousin, 

specifically, a father’s brother’s daughter (or son as the 

case may require). If Peter married his first cousin, then his 

mother-in-law was also his aunt. Middle Eastern families of 

antiquity and the present are close-knit units, and these 

wedding practices explain why. 

The marriage was arranged by the fathers under the  

powerful influence of the mothers; it was ratified with a 

contract negotiated between the mothers but signed ulti-

mately by the patriarch. The purpose of such a marriage 

was to join two families. 

When the partners were old enough, the long marriage 

ceremony was celebrated. The highpoint of the ceremony 

occurred when the groom, accompanied by his relatives, 

went to the family house of the bride to transfer her to his 

home. It is here that the rest of the wedding ceremony 

and celebration took place. 

The Ten Teenagers 

This is the point at which Jesus begins his parable. The 

groom has gone to fetch his bride. Ten young teenagers, 

very likely the groom’s sisters and cousins, are awaiting his 

return. (“Bridesmaids” is not a good translation.) Five are 

clever and five are dull-witted. 

The role of the teenagers in the ceremony is to greet the 

groom and the entire wedding party when it returns and to 

participate in the celebration as everyone waits for the con-

summation of the marriage and the display of the blood-

stained bed sheet to demonstrate that the bride possessed 

physical integrity as required by Deuteronomy 22:13-21. 

The clever teenagers were prepared for their roles, but the 

dull-witted failed to make adequate plans and found 

themselves shut out of the feast. They didn’t even know 

how to put the bridegroom’s delay to advantage. 

As with all parables, so too does this one have a double 

meaning: it is about a wedding party but also about some-

thing else, namely about how God relates to human beings.  

Dependence on the Patron 

The image of God behind all the gospel parables is based 

on the Mediterranean institution called patronage. Each of 

us has a human father, but God was perceived in the Middle 

East as a father in the sense of a patron, a “godfather.” 

A patron or godfather treats certain people “as if” they 

were family members. Middle Eastern people consider 

themselves very fortunate when someone chooses to be 

their patron. They do their best not to lose that privileged 

position but rather to strengthen it with the passage of 

time. Thus, they must be very clever, ever sensitive to the 

patron’s whims, fancies, and wishes. Dull-witted clients risk 

losing their privileged position, just like the dull-witted 

teenagers in the parable. The moral: strive to be clever in 

your relationship with God. 

After Jesus’ death and resurrection, Christians awaiting his 

imminent return added verse 13 to his parable: “So keep 

awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” It ill fits 

the parable. All ten young teens fell asleep (Mt 25:5)! But it 

is good advice if one is thinking about the return of Jesus 

or the end of the world. The parable provides both posi-

tive and negative models. Which will you follow? 

— John J. Pilch 



GIFT BASKET RAFFLES  

after Masses in the  

Parish Hall! 

From the Desk of the Pastor  

My dear brothers and sisters,  

Over the past several months we have been studying ways in which to 

make our beautiful Church even more beautiful and appropriate for the 

celebration of the Liturgy, the praying of devotions and private prayer.  

One of the elements we have examined is the location of the tabernacle.    

Some may remember the days when they were younger and the tabernacle 

was always located on the altar in the center of the church. With the litur-

gical renewal of the Second Vatican Council the Church decreed that while 

the tabernacle would no longer be placed on the altar, it should be in “a 

part of the church that is truly noble, prominent, conspicuous, worthily 

decorated, and suitable for prayer.”  

There are, then, two appropriate options for placement for reservation of 

the Most Holy Eucharist: at the center of the Church or in a separate 

chapel. In order to emphasize the centrality of the Eucharist, I have been 

considering moving the tabernacle to the center, where the priest’s chair 

is presently located. The chairs for the priest and deacon would then be 

moved to the left side of the sanctuary in a position similar to the Ambo 

(lectern).  

We call the Holy Eucharist is the Most Blessed Sacrament because the Lord is 

truly present there and our Holy Communion with him is what keeps us going 

every day of our lives. I think of the expression on the faces of the children 

receiving First Communion each year and the piety of our older parishioners 

as they come forward to receive the Lord’s Body and Blood. The Eucharist is 

the center of our lives, the holy and living sacrifice which makes life livable.  

Having consulted with experts in the Church’s teaching on this subject 

and those with great experience in church design, I am hoping to request 

Bishop McManus’ permission to move the tabernacle to the center. If you 

have any comments or suggestions, I would be grateful to hear them as we 

seek, once again, to try to find ways to draw closer to the eucharistic Lord 

and grow in Holiness.   

God bless you,  

Father Anthony Mpagi  Welcome Baby 

Celtics Pride 

Luv’n My Pup  

Welcome Fall  



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 6:00 PM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 

 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 

one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage prepa-

ration process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 

those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  

about:blank


P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • Fax (978) 345-9482   

www.chaptruck.com  

  

 
 

 

 SERVING ST. BONIFACE FAMILIES WITH 

THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

 

  

 

 

 

 

DIRECTORS: Brian T. Anderson            Michael D. Masciarelli 

www.andersonfuneral.com                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

http://www.chaptruck.com
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

