
The Church of Saint Boniface 

November 22, 2020 

Feast of Christ the King 

‘whatever you did for one of the least brothers of mine, you did for me.’ 

(Matthew 25, 40)  



FROM FATHER’S DESK 

Where is the face of Christ today? 

This past week I was on a six day clergy only silent retreat. Every year priests and religious are required to make a spiritual 

retreat, to re-examine, reset and refocus. We were around thirty priests from the Northeast and the largest number was 

from Worcester Diocese. 

The spot or location could not be better, Eastern Point, Gloucester, MA, right on the water. I had frankly never heard of 

this place or been there. I randomly joined a number of priests who were talking of it and they invited me to join them;  

I did and it was worth every bit. Firstly the area (really not me) is kind of exclusive, beautiful homes, expansive manicured 

lawns, impeccably clean roads and right next to the retreat house, the crystal blue waters. The Retreat House is run by the 

Jesuits (go figure!). I kept asking myself how do these Jesuits always get these spots?? There is a saying that ‘Jesuits take 

the vow of poverty but we, the diocesan priests, live it (I guess so…). 

My retreat company was really great. It is powerful to see priests retired, experienced who have served the Lord and us, 

the beginners, all together. They would seem to ‘know it all’ or have mastered it all by now, but they, too, need to 

‘come away for a while’ to deepen their call. 

The second day I went exploring in the house library and I picked up a small old book by Father Pedro Arruppe SJ, a   

former and much revered Father General of the Society Jesus. The title is The Challenges of Religious Life Today. In one of 

the chapters he asks the question: Where is the face of Christ today?  Where is it, I kept asking myself? How do we un-

cover this face in the world of today? These are some thoughts that came to mind: 

It is in the beauty of creation and the world God created (in the earth and all its fullness) and gave us to be co-creators and  

stewards of it. Saint Ignatius says “find God in all things.” When we sing the Hymn ‘America the Beautiful’ we repeat the line 

– ‘land that I love.’ Yes, we have a beautiful country that we should always be grateful for. The face of Christ is in the 

‘other’: people of every nation, tribe, race and background, rich and poor, tall and short, dark and light, etc., and we must 

learn to discover the face of Christ in one another. The Gospel command is more radical: love your neighbor and yourself. 

But then there is some work to do. The face of Christ is not completely revealed. Today it is masked by many things and 

Christians must make the effort to reveal the face of Christ all the more. How can we not see that we live in uncertain 

times, the pandemic, divided by so many things, many are still struggling, famed, broken, sick and abandoned. Think of 

the things that divide us today, the things that make us stand back to back even in our own house, family or church, the 

old wounds of injustice? The face of Christ needs to be revealed all the more. 

As Thanksgiving comes, there is a lot that we are grateful for and for this we say ‘thank you Lord.’ We also ask for the 

grace that in the season of Advent that follows after, we have evermore that courage from God, to resolve to see him in 

all things and reveal his presence/face to the world, and that all may know that a Savior unto us is born. 

Happy Thanksgiving and a Blessed Advent! 

— Father Anthony 

The Tabernacle: "With God all things are possible" 

 The physical presence of God, along with the tabernacle where it is typically housed, has been among the most revered elements of 

faith for Judeo-Christian believers since the time of the Old Testament. In the Jewish tradition, the tabernacle was the dwelling place 

of God, “It was in the midst of the Children of Israel as they travelled through those 40 years in the desert. And yet, as they moved 

through the desert, they always knew that God was with them in the tabernacle.” In those days,  the tabernacle held the Holy of  

Holies and Ten Commandments, the sacred bread, and even the staff of Moses. Wherever they went, from Egypt to the Promised 

Land, so went the tabernacle with God’s presence to comfort and protect His chosen people. 

In the Catholic tradition as well the tabernacle has served to hold the presence of God. In fact, the early church fathers referred to 

Mary as the first tabernacle. Her womb. It was the dwelling place of God, just like in the Jewish tradition. In modern Catholicism, the 

tabernacle is used to keep the Eucharist outside the liturgy. That way, the body and blood of Christ are available for delivering the 

sacrament to the sick and to provide an opportunity for prayer and adoration. The tabernacle is a physical reminder that God desires 

to be in our midst. “So, as we come to the tabernacle. We pray that we may know that our God is in our midst. Because with that 

knowledge, all things are possible.“ 

By Bishop Edward M Rice, Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau  



PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 p.m. in the church,  

led by members of the Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.   

 

THANKSGIVING VIGIL MASS  

Wednesday, November 25th at 6:30 p.m. 

 

SUNDAY 6:00 PM MASSES  

Suspended effective Nov. 15 until further notice. 

 

Gift Cards for Seminarians 

Tags will be posted on the glass windows at the back of the church this 

weekend if you are able to donate a gift card to a seminarian. Cards 

should be returned to Saint Boniface by the following weekend, Dec. 5/6. 

Suggestion for cards:  “A Place Where He Can Have a Good Meal!”  

Giving Tree for Northstar Family Services homeless shelter 

Tags will be posted on the weekend of December 5/6 and we ask that 

you return gifts by December 20 to the basket near the statue of Saint 

Joseph in the church. 

Thanks to YOUR GENEROSITY another large donation of food, 

as well as grocery store gift cards, was delivered on November 17  to 

the Saint Francis of Assisi Food Pantry in Fitchburg. Pantry volunteers 

will be distributing Thanksgiving food baskets to needy families. 

MASS INTENTIONS  

Nov. 22 

Nov. 25 

Dec. 3 

Dec. 5 

8:00 AM 

6:30 PM 

8:00 AM 

4:00 PM 

Anne Rivard, by Mike Rivard 

Anne Rivard, by Mike Rivard 

Leon Tarbell, by Claude & Jo-Anne Poirier 

Melissa Lee Warner, by Norman & Lori Reinbold 

COLLECTION REPORT 

Week of November 15 

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– All Saints/All Souls 

– Christmas Flowers 

Total 

 

 $2,196 

 40 

 17 

 5 

 $2,258 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Many parishioners have been making their weekly 

offerings online. It’s secure, convenient and  

easy to make one-time or recurring donations at  

www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

THE SEASON  

OF ADVENT  

begins on the  

weekend of  

November 27/28.  

These four weeks  

prepare us spirit- 

ually for the Birth of Our Savior Jesus Christ 

at Christmas. We will have the Blessing of the 

Advent Wreath at all Masses. In addition, look 

for our table of Advent books for Spiritual 

nourishment reading. Also, as we have done 

over the last couple of years, at the Saturday 

Advent 4:00 PM Masses we will have  Guest 

Celebrants and Homilists.  

Our Guest Celebrants are: 

• Nov. 28 — Msgr. Jim Moroney, Rector of  

 Saint Paul's Cathedral and Director of the  

 Office of Worship in the Diocese 

• Dec. 5 — Father Dennis O'Brien, Former  

 Pastor of Our Lady of the Lake Parish and  

 Minister to Priests 

• Dec. 12 — Father Enoch Kyeremateng,  

 Director of the African Catholic Ministry  

• Dec. 19 — Msgr. John Doran, Former  

 Pastor of Saint Leo's Parish, Leominster 
 

These are great priests and great preachers — 

we encourage you to come and be nourished. 

We will simulcast the 4 PM Masses downstairs 

because of limited seating of 50 people in the 

upper church. You can follow us online too — 

check the website for links.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to our Catholic Family 

Avery Rita Smith, daughter of Adam and Lyndsi Smith and granddaughter 

of Randy and Jackie LeBlanc, received the Sacrament of Baptism on  

Saturday, November 14. Godparents are Cote and Kendra LeBlanc.  



Saints of the Week 

November 23.  

BLESSED MIGUEL AGUSTÍN PRO 

Faced with persecution and possible death, 

Blessed Miguel Pro returned to his native 

Mexico after his ordination to minister to  

the people of God. Within a couple of years, 

he was arrested on trumped-up charges  

and executed.  

November 24.   

SAINT ANDREW DUNG-LAC  

and COMPANIONS 

Saint Andrew Dung-Lac was one of the 

117 people martyred in Vietnam between 

1820 and 1862. While members of this 

group were beatified on four different 

occasions between 1900 and 1951, all 

were canonized by Pope John Paul II and 

worked tirelessly for the poor.  

November 25.  

SAINT CATHERINE of ALEXANDRIA 

According to the Legend of Saint  

Catherine, this saint was instrumental in 

the conversion of 50 pagan philosophers 

as well as over 200 soldiers and royal 

family members.  

 

November 26.  

SAINT COLUMBAN 

Saint Columban was an Irish missionary 

who worked on the European continent. 

He and 12 companions traveled to Gaul 

where they won the respect of the people. 

Columban established several monasteries 

in Europe.  

November 27. 

SAINT FRANCESCO ANTONIO FASANI 

Saint Francesco Antonio Fasani was a  

Conventual Franciscan who taught the 

younger members of his community and 

served in administration. He was recog-

nized as a great preacher and confessor.  

In the minds of the local people Francesco 

was considered a saint at his death.  

 

Humility Enthroned 

The very concept of Christ the King might seem 

rather triumphalistic in an age of expanding  

democratization of society. But look carefully  

at this king as portrayed in today’s parable: he 

was hungry and thirsty and naked and ill and  

in prison. 

Who are his loyal subjects? They are those who 

give food to the hungry and drink to the thirsty, 

who welcome strangers and clothe the naked, 

who comfort the ill and visit prisoners. What a 

king and what a kingdom! 

The goal of this king is not to oppress his sub-

jects with his power but rather to “break the 

power of evil”: in this kingdom the evils of  

economic, medical, and criminal injustice are 

confronted and overcome by subjects who not 

only respect the “King of creation” but also 

“glory in his justice and live in his love.” 

The kingdom that we celebrate today is “a  

kingdom of truth and life, a kingdom of holi-

ness and grace, a kingdom of justice, love, 

and peace.” Those who respect truth and life, 

who live in holiness and grace, and who work 

to bring justice, love and peace, will “inherit 

the kingdom prepared for them from the 

creation of the world.” 

After we have obeyed the Lord, and in his 

Spirit nurtured on earth the values of  

human dignity, brotherhood and free-

dom, and indeed all the good fruits of our 

nature and enterprise, we will find them 

again, but freed of stain, burnished and 

transfigured, when Christ hands over to 

the father: “a kingdom eternal and  

universal, a kingdom of truth and life,  

of holiness and grace, of justice, love,  

and peace.” 

On this earth that Kingdom is already 

present in mystery. When the Lord  

returns it will be brought into full flower. 

Vatican II, Constitution on the Church  

in the Modern World, 1965: 39    

 

— Gerald Darring  



The Honor and Hospitality 

Identifying the Middle Eastern cultural elements of this  

familiar scene help place it in an unfamiliar focus. 

Honor and Shame 

First notice the explicit and very pointed context of honor 

and shame, the core values of Mediterranean culture.  

The Son of Man comes “in glory” (= honor) and sits on the 

“throne of his glory” (= honor). All his angels accompany 

him (= honor) and all the nations will witness the scene  

(= honor). The king (Mt 25:33, 40, same as the Son of Man) 

separates honorable people from dishonorable people as 

a shepherd separates sheep (= honor) from goats (= shame). 

Sheep and Goats 

Kindness extended to relatives is not hospitality but stead-

fast love, a very frequent term in the Old Testament de-

scribing what God offers to Israel. 

The earliest animals to be domesticated were sheep and 

goats. They are very common in the Middle East, and the 

Hebrew language is particularly rich in vocabulary that dis-

tinguishes sheep according to sex and age. Our ancestors 

in the faith were impressed that sheep suffer in silence. 

They compared men to sheep and considered suffering in 

silence to be the sign of a real man (Isa 53:7; Acts 8:32-35; 

Mk 15:25-37). Sheep came to symbolize honor, virility, 

and strength. 

Goats were considered lascivious animals. Unlike rams (male  

sheep), goats allow other males access to their females. A 

man whose wife was ravished by another man was (and in 

the Middle East still is) considered like a goat. Goats sym-

bolize shame and shameful behavior. 

The ram was associated with honorable Greek gods like 

Zeus, Apollo, and Poseidon, while the goat was associated 

with Greek gods known for shameful and unrestrained 

behavior like Pan, Bacchus, and Aphrodite. Goats also are 

associated with women (women keep goats and milk 

them) and the devil (see Mt 25:33, 41). 

Ingroup and Outgroup 

The separation of sheep and goats is a symbolic way of 

drawing even stronger lines between an ingroup 

(sheep) and an outgroup (goats). Matthew’s Jesus sent 

his disciples only to the “lost sheep of the house of 

Israel” (the ingroup) and were forbidden from going 

“among the Gentiles” or entering any “town of the  

Samaritans” (outgroups, see Mt 10:5). 

An ingroup generally consists of one’s household and 

one’s extended family and friends. People from the same 

village are ingroup when they meet elsewhere, but in the 

village they may belong to one of the outgroups. The 

boundaries are fluid. 

Outsiders looking at Israel saw a single ingroup and called 

them Judeans (in Greek, Ioudaioi, a term sometimes erro-

neously translated and interpreted as “Jews”). Israel, the 

single ingroup, tended to consider all the rest of the world 

as one large outgroup. There are references to “all [the 

other] nations” (Mt 25:32) or “the Gentiles” (Mt 10:5). 

Hospitality 

What is the basis for this final, definite determination 

of in-group (sheep) and outgroup (goats)? Hospitality! 

In the Middle East, hospitality is extended mainly by 

men and solely to complete strangers. (Kindness extended 

to relatives is not hospitality but steadfast love, a very  

frequent term in the Old Testament describing what God 

offers to Israel.) The “sheep” extended hospitality to 

strangers (“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry, 

etc.?” Mt 25:37-40); the “goats” neglected that opportunity 

(Mt 25:44-45; compare Mt 10:40). 

Application 

Ultimately, in the Middle Eastern view, it boils down to a 

matter of honor. Any Middle Easterner—Israelite, Christian, 

pagan—is expected to treat strangers hospitably. Whoever 

does so has treated Jesus hospitably and will enjoy com-

panionship with God in the kingdom. How can a contem-

porary believer translate this into American culture where 

honor does not count for very much? 

— John J. Pilch 

 



More photos from our parish COMMUNITY 

SERVICE DAY. Over twenty parishioners raked 

and cleaned four properties in Lunenburg on 

Saturday, November 7.  

The Real Messianic Secret 

Is Matthew's scenario of the Last Judgment a parable 

(“The Sheep and the Goats”)? Or is it a straightforward 

description of how it will be at the end? To be sure, it has 

parabolic elements: a verse and a half describe the Son of 

Man sorting out all the nations as a shepherd separates 

sheep and goats (the nightly routine of shepherds keeping 

mixed herds; sheep like to sleep out in the open, whereas 

goats need shelter at night to keep warm). But the remain-

der comes across as direct description, which makes the 

flock/herd simile all the more attention-catching. 

This simile of a shepherd separating flock and herd is more 

than another convenient image for sorting. In the context 

of divine judgment, the image evokes the very passage par-

tially given as this Sunday's first reading, Ezekiel's oracle 

about the true shepherd (Ez 34:11-31). In that vision, the 

prophet pictures God personally shepherding the (hereto-

fore poorly shepherded) flock of Israel and also judging 

between sheep and sheep. Tellingly, Ezekiel shows the 

Great Shepherd reprimanding those sheep who feed on the 

good pasture and then tread down the rest of the grass, 

those who drink of clear water and proceed to foul the water 

with their feet. “Therefore, thus says the Lord God: Now 

will I judge between the fat and the lean sheep” (Ez 34:20). 

With the evocation of that vivid prophetic tradition, we can 

expect some talk about concrete human behavior, and we 

are not disappointed. What follows is one of the most  

famous recognition scenes in all of world literature. The 

assembly of all the nations get three surprises. First, the 

king and judge of all turns out to be … not some wielder of 

military or media might … but Jesus of Nazareth. The sec-

ond surprise is that the sole criterion of judgment is how  

 

they have treated needy persons—those who are hungry, 

thirsty, estranged, naked, ill, or imprisoned. The final, 

shocking surprise is that the king has taken such treatment, 

be it aid or neglect, personally. 

Scholars debate about the identity of the assembled ethne 

(“nations”? “Gentiles”?) and “the least brothers.” A close 

tracking of Matthew's language convinces some that panta 

ta ethne means “all the Gentiles” (assuming that Israel, in 

harmony with some intertestamental Jewish traditions, 

receives a separate judgment). Then “the least ones,” like 

the “little ones” in Matthew 18, are taken to refer to the 

Christian disciples. On this reading, the Gentiles are 

judged on their treatment of needy Christians (mainly 

Jewish at Matthew's time)—which would be an assurance 

to Christians. But it is also a warning that if the Gentiles 

are to be judged on that basis, all the more shall Christians 

be judged in that light. 

Other scholars, noting that a parallel reference to final 

judgment at Matthew 16:27 describes the Son of Man re-

paying each according to his conduct, insist that the phrase  

panta ta ethne in this Gospel includes the whole of human- 

kind. They also understand “the least of my brothers”  

extending beyond the Christian community to include 

all needy persons. Either way, the challenge to Christian  

disciples is total. 

— Dennis Hamm, SJ  

“Then they will answer and say, 

‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty …  

and not minister to your needs?’” (Matt 25:44)  



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 6:00 PM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 

 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 

one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage prepa-

ration process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 

those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  
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P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • Fax (978) 345-9482   

www.chaptruck.com  

  

 
 

 

 SERVING ST. BONIFACE FAMILIES WITH 

THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

 

  

 

 

 

 

DIRECTORS: Brian T. Anderson            Michael D. Masciarelli 

www.andersonfuneral.com                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

http://www.chaptruck.com
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

