
The Church of Saint Boniface 

December 20, 2020 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

“How can this be…?” 

(Luke 1, 34)  



UN-QUIET WORD FOR TODAY 

You Can Make a Difference 

We come to the end of our Advent journey and are given two  

figures and their life stories to ponder about; these figures are  

David and Mary. Each, in the beginning of their life’s journey, is  

obscure and unknown. David is a shepherd boy, the last of the  

sons of Jesse and Mary is little peasant girl, yet when God’s  

initiative (God’s favor) touches their story, everything about their 

life and future is changed forever. God’s grace is given freely, it  

is uncontrolled by any human design, it is unmerited, yet when  

given it transforms everything it touches. The phrase ‘nothing is  

impossible for God’ comes to full life in the stories of these two. 

King David, now established and done with his battle, probably wonders about what his life has been and what God 

has helped him accomplish. He then asks why not something in return for God do. He believes in making a difference 

by what we do. He want to build a house for the Lord. But, who is the ‘true builder’ of our house (that is ‘our lives’)? 

The Prophet Nathan brings him God’s answer in return: “is it you who would build me a house to dwell in? Then God 

goes on to say: 

“I took you from the pasture, from following the flock, to become ruler over my people Israel.” 

“I was with you wherever you went, and I cut down all your enemies before you. And I will make your name like that of 

the greatest on earth.” 

The latter part of the reading spells God’s almost scandalous commitment to David and building a house (dynasty) for 

him. There will be fulfillment of promises. A house firm and enduring will be built. On the little, unknown David, God’s 

favor has been given. David in thanksgiving will exclaim: “Who am I, Lord GOD, and what is my house, that you should 

have brought me so far? (2 Samuel 7, 18) 

Mary too is totally unknown until the appearance of Gabriel (a sign of divine intervention) God chooses a peasant girl to 

be part of his plan of salvation.  She is going to be the person through whom God’s promises to David will be actualized. 

“You will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 

and you shall name him Jesus. 

He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, 

and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father,”  

Mary hesitates and is filled with fear. She asks, “How can this be?” but what will stop God’s grace? Nothing is impossible 

for God. If she need evidence she can go visit her cousin Elizabeth, one who was called barren but will now bear a son. 

We are all in the large scale of things little , unknown and obscure, yet God still trusts in us and wants to use us to fur-

ther his kingdom even now. We are to be instruments, to ‘build his house’. We are the new David and the new Mary. 

God relies on us, on our talents and gifts to bring about a kingdom of peace and justice. Are we ready to be unhesitant 

collaborators? 

Is God at work in you? Might God’s confidence in you be ill-placed? Say not I am shy and timid? Use your gifts and 

talents to make a difference. We need to believe that we can do something to transform the world with the Gospel. 

 

— Father Anthony 

 Go and tell David my servant,  

Thus says the LORD: Is it you who would 

build me a house to dwell in?  

(2 Samuel 7, 5)  



PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 pm in the church,  

led by members of the Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.   

 

WEEKDAY MASSES DURING ADVENT  

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 8:00 am and 6:30 pm 

 

CHRISTMAS MASSES  

Thurday, December 24:  3:00 pm, 5:00 pm & 8:00 pm 

Friday, December 25:  9:00 am  

Note: When the upper church is at maximum capacity allowed 

according to pandemic guidelines, overflow will be seated in the 

parish hall until that maximum capacity is reached. The Mass will 

be simulcast on the television in the hall. 

 

NEW YEAR’S EVE ADORATION 

Thursday, December 31:  7:00 am  – 6:00 pm 

 

NEW YEAR’S EVE MASS Thursday, December 31:  6:30 pm 

(No Mass on New Year’s Day) 

 

THANK YOU to all who generously donated gifts and food for the 

Northstar Family Shelter, needy Lunenburg children and families,  

rest home residents, seminarians of the Worcester Diocese, and the 

African Ministry of Worcester. Our parishioners are amazing! 

Don't fall for the Gift Card Scam!  

Sadly the holidays are an opportunity for scams. At least two pastors 

have experienced a scam email claiming they needed gift cards. This is 

a reminder that the parish would only use normal and ordinary means 

to communicate any requests, particularly involving donations. If an 

email request looks odd, hit DELETE! 

 

MASS INTENTIONS  

Dec. 19 

Dec. 20 

Dec. 27 

 

Jan. 8 

Jan. 10 

4:00 pm 

8:00 am 

8:00 am 

10:30 am 

8:00 am 

10:30 am 

Angelina Arruda (21st Anniv.), by her great-grandchildren 

Jennie & Irving Paton, by their children 

Bernard, Larry & Joseph Paton, by their siblings 

Souls in Purgatory, by Joan Conroy 

Lillian McCann, by Mary O’Malley 

John McShane, by Carol McShane 

COLLECTION REPORT 

Week of December 13 

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Christmas Flowers 

– Religious Retirement 

– Other 

Total 

 

 $3,176 

 269 

 70 

 405 

 223 

 $4,043 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Many parishioners have been making their weekly 
offerings online. It’s secure, convenient and  

easy to make one-time or recurring donations at  
www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 

Thank you to those of you who have signed up for Christmas 

Masses. All 3 Masses on December 24 are at maximum for the 

upper church, therefore additional signups will be seated in 

the parish hall where the Mass will be simulcast. The 9 am 

Christmas Day Mass still has some seats available in the upper 

church. You will find signup forms at the exit doors and on 

our website. When you arrive for Christmas Mass there will be 

assigned seating.  Thank you for your understanding and  

cooperation as we try to keep everyone safe.  

BISHOP BARRON VIDEO SERIES  

Sunday Afternoon Dec. 20  

3:30-4:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall  

This is the last for the Advent series. 

Journey around the world and deep 

into the Catholic Faith in all its richness, 

history, beauty, goodness, and truth in 

breathtaking cinematography.  



Saints of the Week 

December 21.  
SAINT PETER CANISIUS 
An important Catholic reformer in  
Germany, Saint Peter Canisius earned a 
master’s degree at age 19, then joined the 
Jesuits. He was a great writer and patron  
of the sick and imprisoned. Peter was an 
active member of the Council of Trent,  
and implemented its decisions, taught at 
university level and helped found many 
colleges and seminaries. 
Saint Peter Canisius is the patron saint of Germany. 

December 22.   
BLESSED JACOPONE da TODI 
Blessed Jacopone da Todi’s life changed 
radically when his wife died in an accident 
at a local tournament. Turning from his  
self-indulgent life, he eventually became a 
Franciscan friar, but life was not easy even 
then. Jacopone is most known for writing 
the beautiful hymn, "Stabat Mater," in the 
later years of his life.  

December 23.  
SAINT JOHN of KANTY 
Saint John of Kanty was a beloved priest in 
Kraków, Poland, where he taught Scripture. 
A simple, humble man, Saint John was  
often taken advantage of, but maintained 
his generous attitude to those in need.  
He died on Christmas Eve of 1473. 

December 24.  
CHRISTMAS at GRECCIO 
Being a man who wanted to experience 
things with all of his senses, Saint Francis 
decided one Christmas to depict the  
birth of Jesus with live animals and real 
people. This “first crèche” was created in 
Greccio in 1223. Our tradition of having  
a Christmas crèche in our homes and 
churches continues the practice begun  
all those years ago.  

December 25. 
BLESSED ANTHONY GRASSI 
Blessed Anthony Grassi had a deep  
devotion to Our Lady of Loreto from his 
childhood. He joined the Oratorian Fathers 
at 17, and was known as a very good  
student. Struck by lightning at age 29,  
Anthony was paralyzed for a few days  
before recovering, and becoming some-
what a changed man. 

December 26. 
SAINT STEPHEN 
If it weren’t for Saint Luke telling us about 
the selection and martyrdom of Saint  
Stephen in Acts of the Apostles, we would 
know nothing about him at all. The little  
we do know speaks volumes about what 
kind of man he was, his love for Jesus, and 
the early Church community. 

Saint Stephen is the patron saint of Deacons. 

The Joy of Liberation 

The focus of today’s liturgy is the Davidic 

covenant, the promise of a throne that 

will last forever. It appears in the First 

Reading, in the Responsorial Psalm, and 

in the Gospel, where the angel Gabriel 

announces to Mary that “the Lord God 

will give (her son) the throne of David 

his father.” 

Jesus is to transform that covenant, re-

vealing “the mystery hidden for many 

ages.” The throne in this new kingdom is 

to be occupied by “the Son of the Most 

High ... the Son of God.” Indeed, he is 

“Emmanuel,” God-with-us. 

We are very close now to the coming of 

Christ. What would the world be like if 

we were to allow Christ to really come as 

king? What would a world ruled by Jesus 

Christ be like? Would we have the pov-

erty and homelessness that we have now? 

Would we have the death penalty? Would 

there be abortion and child abuse and 

negligence of the elderly? Would Jesus 

Christ allow the people of his kingdom to 

kill each other in wars? 

If only we could join in consenting to 

God’s rule as Mary did: “Let it be done to 

me as you say.” Who knows what joy the 

world would know! 

The Church ... receives the mission to 

proclaim and to establish among all 

peoples the kingdom of Christ and of 

God. She becomes on earth the initial 

budding forth of that kingdom. While 

she slowly grows, the Church strains 

toward the consummation of the 

kingdom and, with all her strength, 

hopes and desires to be united in  

glory with her King. 

Vatican II, Constitution on the Church, 1964:5 

 

— Gerald Darring  



This Is My Body 

Where is the proper place for God to abide? Where can 

we find the Most High? Perhaps these were the questions 

that David asked of himself and his adviser Nathan, be-

cause the king was disturbed to be living in a cedar palace 

while God’s ark was confined in a tent. Although Nathan 

assured David that God was with him no matter where he 

might go, it was only Nathan’s night-time revelation from 

God that could make the case: “Why should you build a 

house for me? I have been with you no matter where you 

have been. And I will build an even greater house for you.” 

The Blessed Virgin Mary was the first human person who 

could say of Jesus, “This is my body, this is my blood.” 

What are these readings getting at? What is the mystery—

“kept secret for long ages,” Paul writes in Romans—that is 

now manifested through Jesus? What is the upshot of this 

talk of God’s temple and dwelling place—especially in the 

light of Advent and the promise of Christmas? 

The pre-infancy narrative in Luke provides the central clue. 

It may even suggest a paradoxical answer to one of the 

more troublesome issues in our contemporary church. 

Mary is told by the angel Gabriel, the messenger of God, 

that the Lord is with her. Much more intimate than God’s 

presence to David, the Lord is literally with her. She is the 

dwelling place. She is the new ark, beyond all our reasona-

ble expectations. She is tent and temple. God is literally, 

physically in her, conceived as human, her very flesh, great 

with dignity, by the power of the Most High. And she is 

the temple. She is the greater house, the promise to David. 

  “Let it be done to me according to your word.” 

It is Mary’s very acceptance of the “mystery hidden for 

ages,” her utter openness to the promise of God’s intima-

cy with us, that yields her pregnancy. She believed that 

God could take human flesh in her, become one with her 

very body. Herein, she was fertile to bear forth the Most 

High into the world. 

This is the heart of the Incarnation mystery: that the inef-

fable and unnameable God could take human flesh, could 

become one with us, could be a human baby. 

Her “yes,” her “fiat,” is, of course, momentous in the drama 

of the world, an axial point of history. The willingness of 

Mary to open her life utterly to God is a model of our hu-

manity as well as of our church and sacraments. 

And this is what brings us to a conundrum for our times. 

How does Mary reveal the place of women in the “Mystical 

Body of Christ”? How do women fit into the church? 

 

 

 

We have named Mary not only the mother of Jesus, but 

the “mother” of divine grace, most pure, inviolate and un-

defiled. We have designated her amiable, admirable, 

counselor, prudent, venerable, most powerful, merciful, 

and faithful. She is the mirror of justice, seat of wisdom, 

singular vessel of devotion, the tower of David. She is the 

house of gold, a gate of heaven, healer of the sick, a ref-

uge of sinners, and comforter of the afflicted. 

Does not a question suggest itself? If Mary—the mother 

of Jesus Christ, the very Word of God made flesh—is all of 

that, could she be a priest? 

There are those who think that women should be ordained. 

There are those who think otherwise. But who among them 

appeals to the revelation of Christ, rather than enlightened 

self-interest, merely human traditions, or ideology? Who 

among them humbly considers the Word of God, willing 

to say, “Let it be done according to your word”? 

Blessed Isaac of Stella, in the readings of the Liturgy of the 

Hours for Saturday of the second week of Advent, portrays 

the reality of Mary that we must all assume. 

In a way, every Christian is also believed to be a bride  

of God’s Word, a mother of Christ, His daughter and  

sister, at once virginal and fruitful. These words are  

used in a universal sense of the church, in a special  

sense of Mary, in a particular sense of the individual 

Christian. Christ dwelt for nine months in the taber-

nacle of Mary’s womb. He dwells until the end of the 

ages in the tabernacle of the church’s faith. 

This observation of Blessed Isaac is a challenge to those of 

us who might think that a woman does not appropriately 

image Christ or adequately symbolize the incarnate mystery. 

The Blessed Virgin Mary was the first human person who 

could say of Jesus, “This is my body, this is my blood.” She 

was the first altar of the Incarnation’s mystery. Her body a 

fitting temple, she was the prime analogate for those who 

know and live the mysteries of transubstantiation. 

Was she not, then, the first priest, the first minister of the 

sacrament of the real presence? 

How might those who hold that women are symbolically 

inadequate for the priesthood think about this? What 

might some feminists, who seem only ashamed of Mary, 

the mother of God, find by entering the mystery of her 

being? What might we all learn of her utter openness to 

the presence of God? That we, too, are called to make the 

Word our flesh? 

— John Kavanaugh, SJ 



Virginity and Honor 

In the ancient Mediterranean world, people believed that 

unless prevented by appropriate measures, a man and a 

woman who found themselves alone together would in-

evitably have sexual relations. This is why the culture pre-

scribes that men (fathers, husbands, brothers) watch, 

guard, and protect the women in their care (Sir 26:10-12). 

There are a variety of strategies for carrying out this 

concern. One is to ensure that a woman is always in the 

company of other women and children (girls and boys) 

younger than the age of puberty. 

Another is the structure of the 

houses where the inner room or 

courtyard secluded from the view 

of people (men) in the outside 

world is reserved as the proper 

place for unmarried women. 

In Luke’s account of the annuncia-

tion, a presumably masculine an-

gel visits Mary who seems to be 

quite alone. Very likely, she is in 

the innermost quarters of her fam-

ily’s home, the proper place for  

an unmarried young woman. The 

angel is an intruder, and the scene 

would strike any Mediterranean 

person as suspicious, angel notwith-

standing. 

Moreover, Mary is betrothed (a more  

accurate word than the misleading 

“engaged”) to Joseph. Betrothal 

was a family event rather than an 

event between two individuals. Marriage in the ancient 

Middle East was arranged by the parents with the inten-

tion of joining and strengthening two families. 

In Middle Eastern villages today, the marriage contract is 

negotiated by the mothers to make certain the families 

are of equal status and that neither family is taking ad-

vantage of the other. The patriarchs will ultimately ratify 

what has been negotiated. 

Mary thus finds herself in an embarrassing and potentially 

shameful situation. Should anything happen to her in the 

family home, her father and brothers would be shamed 

for not taking proper care of her (see Sir 42:9-10). The 

family’s shame would increase on the marriage evening if 

no tokens of virginity could be produced (see Dt 22:13-21). 

Notice that despite all the honorable assurances from the 

messenger, Mary is still properly concerned about her  

 

honor status: “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” She is 

fully aware of the significance and consequences of the 

angel’s message. In a flash, she recognizes the new chal-

lenges that will emerge in her betrothal and the crisis into 

which this pregnancy could throw both families (see Dt 

22:13-21 and Num 5:11-31). 

The angel reminds Mary, “Nothing is impossible with God.” 

Mediterraneans recognize in the angel’s explanation two 

indications that God is going to play the role of traditional 

husband for Mary. He will 

“empower” her (“the spirit 

will come upon you”) and 

“protect” her (“overshadow 

you”), two duties of a Middle 

Eastern husband. The mean-

ing is not lost on Mary, the 

Mediterranean maiden. 

Her concluding remark is a typi-

cal Middle Eastern cultural re-

sponse when one has lost an 

argument, or decides to con-

clude a discussion that is going 

nowhere. The sentiment “let it 

be done to me according to 

your word” is more commonly 

stated, “As you wish.” At this 

stage of the story, there still 

remains much for Mary to face. 

She may be as perplexed after 

the angel departs as she was 

when he arrived. 

Historians frequently point to figures in the ancient world 

whose origins sound just like Jesus. For instance, Asclepius, 

the healing deity, had a human mother, Coronis (or  

Arsinoe), and a divine father, Apollo. From their twentieth

-century, theologically enlightened perspective, modern 

Christians find the fact that Jesus had no human father 

not to be troubling. 

Attempting to enter the first-century world and culture of 

Palestine to understand and appreciate this scene in Luke 

leads to a more sympathetic view of the unsettling expe-

rience it must have been for Mary. 

Even for saints, faith is not easy. 

— John J. Pilch 



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 
 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 am – 5:00 pm (closed 12:00 – 1:00 pm) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 am, 10:30 am, 6:00 pm 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 am   
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 

 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 am, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  
Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 
Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 
young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 
one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage prepa-
ration process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  
or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 
those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the 
first Wednesday of each month at 7 pm. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  
Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email 
kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 
we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  
any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  
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P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • Fax (978) 345-9482   

www.chaptruck.com  

  

 
 

 

 SERVING ST. BONIFACE FAMILIES WITH 
THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

 

  

 

 

 

 

DIRECTORS: Brian T. Anderson            Michael D. Masciarelli 
www.andersonfuneral.com                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  
& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 
Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  
 call the parish  
 office 
  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

http://www.chaptruck.com
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

