
The Church of Saint Boniface 

January 17, 2021 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“I did not call you,“ Eli said. “Go back to sleep.” 

(1 Samuel 3:5) 



FATHER’S DESK 

Guest Reflection 

Come and See 

We now begin what the Church calls “Ordinary 

Time.” Christmas season is over, and we begin to 

see Jesus at work. We begin with a significant 

story, found in the First Reading for this Sunday. 

A young man named Samuel is sleeping in the  

temple. He wakes up instantly when he hears his name spoken out loud. He cries out, “Here I am!” and runs to 

his master, Eli, who is sleeping in another place in the temple. “You called me, what do you want?” 

“I didn’t call you,” Eli rasps. “Go back to sleep.” 

But the same thing happened again. Samuel runs to Eli, with the same result. 

On the third time, the old man at last understands. Wisely, he says “Samuel if this happens again, say these 

words: ‘Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.’” 

Samuel goes back to sleep. He hears his name again, “Samuel, Samuel”! Following instructions, he says, “Speak, 

Lord, your servant is listening!” God speaks, and Samuel grows up accompanied by the Lord’s presence. 

So much for the First Reading. Another naming is represented in the Gospel. John the Baptist points to Jesus. 

Jesus is waiting for standers-by to notice him and get interested. They follow and Jesus says bluntly, “What are 

you looking for?” 

There are several layers to this question. The plain meaning is, “What’s up? Why are you following me?” But the 

depth charge is there too, the same one that finally shook Samuel loose: “Are you looking for God? Is that your 

hunger? Is there something about me that answers the deep desire of your heart?” 

They stammer. They give some kind of reply. “Well, uh, well, um, where, where are you staying?” Jesus replied as 

he does to you and me: “Come and see.” 

They do go and see, spending the day with him. One of them, Andrew, runs to get his brother Simon, shouting, 

“we have found the Messiah”! They run back to Jesus and the most important event in Simon’s life takes place: 

Jesus gives him the name Cephas (Peter), a new deep identity for him. The word Cephas’ base meaning is “the 

rock.” Jesus must have seen innermost stability in him. 

Peter could never have become fully himself if someone had not named him all the way to his depths. The same 

goes for Samuel. God can call any of us by a name that reaches all the way down into our souls, to a place that we 

do not even know about! Our job is to begin hearing and to grow. 

Must it always be God or Jesus who calls our name in order for us to become ourselves? Couldn’t a psychologist 

do it, or a spouse, or a dear friend who believes in us? Yes, of course, each of these know us and beckon us to be 

ourselves. But only God can know our very deepest desires, and only God can satisfy the one that is the most pre-

cious in each of us: the reaching out for that person we want most and for whose sake we love others. 

Jesus God. 

Do you sense in your insides a kind voice whispering such an invitation, calling you by your real name, calling 

you to be an ally of the Christ of God?  

 

— John Foley, SJ 

Must it always be God or Jesus who calls our name  

in order for us to become ourselves? 



PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 PM in the church,  

led by members of the Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.   

 

Tax Statements:  Please call or email the parish office if you 

would like a 2020 Contribution Statement mailed to you.  

The Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus are 

sponsoring a diaper drive throughout the month 

of January to support CareNet Pregnancy Resource 

Center of Fitchburg. Donations of diapers, baby wipes and 

formula may be placed in front of the statue of Saint Joseph  

 by the pulpit. Thank you for your generosity and support.  

This pregnancy center offers many free 

services to men and women facing un-

planned pregnancies including counseling, 

tests, obstetrical ultrasounds and confir-

mation of pregnancy. Medical services are 

provided by licensed nurses. This center 

does not offer abortions or abortion  

referrals. We do offer education about  

                                                         abortion and abortion alternatives.  

15 Main Street, Suite #1000, Fitchburg, MA 01420 • (978) 342-4244 

Office hours: 10am – 4pm, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday  

MASS INTENTIONS  

Jan. 16 

Jan. 17 

 

 

Jan. 21 

Jan. 22 

Jan. 28 

Jan. 30 

4:00 PM 

10:30 AM 

 

 

8:00 AM 

8:00 AM 

8:00 AM 

4:00 PM 

Peter Charpentier, by Mom and Dad 

Charlie Blanchard (10th Anniversary) &  

Tricia Blanchard (1st Anniversary), 

by Meghan Blanchard 

Decato/LaBombard Families, by Mary O’Malley 

Lillian McCann, by Mary O’Malley 

Morand/O’Malley Families, by Mary O’Malley 

Yvonne Claire Reed (15th Anniversary),  

by Kerry Kimball 

COLLECTION REPORT 

January 1  

– Sunday Offering 

– Holy Day Offering 

– Christmas Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

Total 

 

 $   170 

 77 

 30 

 70 

 $  347 

January 2/3 

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Christmas/Holy Day 

– Catholic University 

Total 

  

 $2,209 

 272 

 152 

 51 

 $ 2,684 

January 9/10 

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Christmas/Holy Day 

– Other 

 

 $ 3,405 

 448 

 105 

 70 

 $ 4,028 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Give to our parish whether you’re in the pews or 

not! Many parishioners have been making their 

weekly offerings online. It’s secure, convenient 

and easy to make one-time or recurring donations 

at www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAINT BONIFACE PARTNERS IN CHARITY 2021 

Our goal for this year is  $22,500 — we have so far raised $6,195. 

Thank you for your support!  

Envelopes will be available at the entrances beginning next weekend, 

or visit the Parish website to donate online, or text the word donate 

to 84576.   

Facing Fear with Jesus: PPE for the Soul 

We face many fears: sickness and death from a 

worldwide pandemic, job, and financial loss, 

loneliness, and radical changes in our society. 

We need PPE (personal protective equipment) 

for our souls and emotions. Explore eight con-

crete tips from the Bible, the Saints, and our 

Catholic Faith. The session includes prayer, 

reflection, small group sharing, and talks. 

Speakers: John and Therese Boucher, Catholic 

teachers of adults and authors. To be held on 

Saturday, Jan. 30 from 9:15-11:30 pm. FREE 

REGISTRATION (limited spaces available)! 

Register by email by Thursday, Jan. 28 with 

your name, email, and phone number to 

Esperanza Oliveras at cje21@verizon.net,  to 

receive the Zoom.com video session link. 

(Hosted by the Parish Renewal and Evangelization  

Committee, Diocese of Worcester.) 



Saints of the Week 

January 18.   

SAINT CHARLES of SEZZE 

Like many people, Saint Charles of Sezze 

thought he knew what God wanted, only 

to find out that he was mistaken. Instead 

of going to India as a missionary, Saint 

Charles settled in Rome where he cooked 

and cared for the friary and friary chapel.  

While being simple, Saint Charles was no  

simpleton as is obvious from his life story. 

January 19.  

SAINT FABIAN 

Be careful of birds landing on your head. 

That happened to Saint Fabian, and it 

was taken as a sign that he should be 

elected pope. So he was. And he served 

for 14 years until he was martyred in 250.  

January 20.  

SAINT SEBASTIAN 

In art, Saint Sebastian is often depicted as 

standing near or strapped to a pole rid-

dled with arrows. Indeed, he was executed 

by archers, but didn’t actually die. Later he 

was beaten to death with clubs. Little else 

is known about this third century martyr.  

Saint Sebastian is the patron saint of athletes. 

January 21. 

SAINT AGNES 

Like other young martyrs, the death of 

Saint Agnes reminds us that length of 

years is not a requirement for a holy life. 

Little is known about Saint Agnes other 

than that she was a martyr.   

Saint Agnes is the patron saint of girls and  

girl scouts. 

 

Perfected Revelation 

The prayers indicate that peace is a focus 

of today’s liturgy. The opening prayers ask 

that God “show us the way to peace in the 

world” and that God’s truth “reflect peace 

to those who believe in your love.”   

The prayer after communion asks that the 

Lord “make us one in peace and love.” 

The First Reading is about the call of  

Samuel. The key moment is when Samuel 

learns to open himself up to God’s  

message: “Speak, Lord, for your servant   

is listening.” 

The Gospel is about another call, the call 

of the apostles. Jesus challenges the two 

disciples with the question: “What are 

you looking for?” 

What are we looking for in our world  

today? Are we looking for peace? If we are 

looking for peace, are we listening to what 

the Lord is telling us about the Spirit of 

peace dwelling within us? 

Perhaps a radical change must take place 

within us in order for there to be peace. The 

changing of Simon’s name could be symbolic 

of the challenge to change that is issued by 

Jesus when he calls us to follow him. 

Let the Christian who listens to the word 

of the living God, uniting work with 

prayer, know the place that his work has 

not only in earthly progress but also in 

the development of the kingdom of God,  

to which we are all called through the 

power of the Holy Spirit and through the 

word of the Gospel.  

Pope John Paul II,  

Laborem Exercens, 1981: 27 

 

 

— Gerald Darring  



How to Evangelize 

New Testament scholar Jerome Neyrey identifies an inter-

esting pattern of missionary activity in the Gospel of John. 

Today’s reading presents two of four successive examples. 

The Pattern 

(1) A believer in Jesus evangelizes another person  

(2) by using a special title of Jesus.  

(3) The evangelizer leads the convert to Jesus  

(4) who sees the newcomer and confirms his decision.  

(5) The conversion is sealed. 

Example 1: John 1:35-39 

(1) The Baptist evangelizes two of his own disciples  

(Jn 1:35) (2) using the title “Lamb of God” (Jn 1:36).  

(3) As a result, the two disciples followed Jesus (Jn 1:37). 

(4) Jesus sees and invites them to “Come and see”  

(Jn 1:38-39). (5) They came, saw, and remained with him 

that day (Jn 1:39), which was a Friday, or Sabbath eve  

(4 P.M.). This means the new converts stayed with Jesus 

until the Sabbath ended. 

The Baptizer is a true herald of Jesus: “I myself have seen 

and have testified that this is the Son of God....Look, here is 

the Lamb of God!” (Jn 1:34-35). He evangelizes two disciples 

who switch their allegiance from the Baptist to Jesus. 

Example 2: John 1:40-43 

One of these new converts is Andrew, the brother of 

Simon Peter. (1) Andrew goes to evangelize his brother, 

Simon Peter (Jn 1:40) (2) using the title “Messiah” (Jn 1:41). 

(3) Andrew the evangelizer leads Simon Peter to Jesus  

(Jn 1:42) (4) who looks at the newcomer and confirms him: 

“You are Cephas.” (5) The sealing of Peter’s conversion is 

not mentioned but known from the tradition. 

Believers familiar with the Christian tradition are surprised 

to see Jesus change Peter’s name here at the beginning of 

his ministry when in the Synoptic tradition that does not 

occur until later in the ministry (see Mt 16:18). Moreover, 

Andrew tells Peter now that Jesus is Messiah, and in the 

Synoptic tradition Peter doesn’t seem to arrive at this con-

clusion until midway into the ministry (see Mk 8:29). 

John the evangelist has compacted the development of 

discipleship into several striking scenes. In actuality, the 

process is longer, just as the Synoptic record indicates. 

Example 3: John 1:43 

In the case of Philip, the pattern seems truncated. The 

Greek text is not clear about exactly who found him: Peter 

or Andrew. Still, Jesus confirmed that conversion by invit-

ing Philip to “follow me.” 

Example 4: John 1:45-50 

Philip evangelizes Nathanael about Jesus (Jn 1:45) (2) de-

scribing him as “the one about whom Moses in the law 

and also the prophets wrote.” (3) In reply to Nathanael’s 

skepticism (“Can anything good come out of Naz-

areth?” (Jn 1:46), Philip invites Nathanael to meet Jesus: 

“Come and see.” Nathanael stands out in this series as a 

difficult convert, not easily persuaded. (4) Jesus neverthe-

less confirms the conversion with the judgment: “Here is 

truly an Israelite in which there is no deceit!” (Jn 1:47). (5) 

The conversion is sealed with Jesus’ promise: “You will see 

greater things than these” (Jn 1:50). 

The missionary pattern is present in the story of the Sa-

maritan woman as well. After being evangelized by Jesus, 

she in turn evangelizes the people of Sychar: “Come and 

see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He 

cannot be the Messiah, can he?” (Jn 4:29). They came, and 

saw, listened to Jesus, and ultimately became confirmed 

disciples (Jn 4:39-42) 

The evangelist sets out a challenging pattern of evangeli-

zation. The first people to be evangelized preached Jesus 

in their turn to relatives, friends, and even to strangers. 

— John J. Pilch 

Mass and Holy Hour for Life  

All are invited to attend the annual Mass for Life on 

Thursday, Jan. 28, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. at the Cathedral 

of St. Paul, 19 Chatham St., Worcester.  

A special Holy Hour for Life will follow at 7:30 p.m. Celebrant 

will be Fr. Richard Reidy, Vicar General. Please join us on  

the eve of the March for Life as we remember the 48th tragic  

anniversary of Roe v. Wade and pray for an end to abortion  

and the conversion of our nation. All are welcome! 



A Paradigm from John 

One could make a case that every episode in the Gospels 

is an epiphany. That is especially true of the Fourth Gospel; 

John the evangelist lays all his cards on the table in each 

episode. This is obviously true of 

his famous prologue (“And the 

Word became flesh … ”), but every 

scene in the Fourth Gospel is a 

window on the full identity of Je-

sus and what it means to live in 

the light of that truth. What the 

Synoptic writers unfold at some 

leisure, John often gathers into 

one vivid scene. Even the brief segment we read for this 

Second Sunday of the year illustrates that phenomenon. 

It takes the full length of the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, 

and Luke to gradually reveal that Jesus is Messiah and 

Son of God; and the Acts of the Apostles makes it clear 

that the disciples really didn't “get it” until the dawning of 

Easter and the gift of the Spirit of Pentecost. But John, 

writing even more boldly than the other evangelists in the 

hindsight of the Easter illumination can spell out the pro-

gress of Christian discipleship in a single scene. In the 

second half of John 1 (John 1:25), the erstwhile followers of 

the Baptist are introduced to Jesus as “the Lamb of God”  

(a title whose meaning will become clear only after the 

crucifixion and resurrection), and then, in the space of 

sixteen verses, they proceed to acknowledge him succes-

sively as rabbi, Messiah, the one about whom Moses and 

the prophets wrote. Son of God, King of Israel, and Son of Man. 

The insights represented by this set of titles represent a 

summary of realizations that likely took a longer time. 

In the part we read this Sunday, they move from seeing 

Jesus as rabbi to announcing him as Messiah. That step, 

made by every Christian ever since, is told in the kind of 

deceptively simple poetry that we have come to expect 

from John. The Baptist sends two of his disciples to Jesus,  

 

announcing, “Behold, the Lamb of God.” The disciples 

hear what he says and follow Jesus. Jesus sees them and 

says, “What are you looking for?” These words, note well, 

are the very first spoken by Jesus 

in this Gospel, and they are not 

meant to sound like the annoyed 

remark of a pedestrian suddenly 

aware that he is being followed. 

In this context, they form the 

question addressed by the eternal 

Word made flesh to the heart of 

anyone meaning to take Jesus 

seriously: what, really, are you looking for in this brief life? 

Their answer—“Where are you staying?”—may on the 

surface sound like a reference to place of residence. But 

in this Gospel, the thematic word translated “staying"  

(menein, often used for the mutual indwelling of  

Father, Son, and Christian person) gives the question a 

meaning more like, “Where are you rooted? What is 

the source of your being and significance?” Or, as we 

sometimes put it in our vernacular, “Where are you 

coming from?” 

Understood that way, Jesus’ response, “Come, and you 

will see,” begins to take on the depth surely intended by 

the author. For the deepest kind of “seeing” in this Gospel 

is the seeing of faith. And one gets to see in this way by 

accepting Jesus as the “one sent” from the Father and by 

being born “from above” and moving from the blindness 

of non-belief to the vision that sees Jesus as the light of 

the world. 

  “What do you want?” 

  “Where do you live?” 

  “Come and see.” 

In that brief exchange lies the story of our Christian lives. 

“What are you looking for”? 

“Where are you staying”? 

“Come, and you will see.” 

(John 1:38-39)  .  

By Dennis Hamm, SJ  

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2021 

Loving God, we ask that you grant us the spirit of wisdom and unity, so that we 

may be one, even as you are one with our Lord Jesus Christ - and he with you. 

Enable all the members of the body of Christ to live together in unity and fellow-

ship with one another, and lead us into the paths of peace and righteousness so 

that we may be well pleasing in your sight. 

We ask you to teach us how to love one another as Christ loved us and help us to 

show one another the unusual kindness that can only come from knowing your 

Son, Jesus. May the Spirit stir up in our hearts a desire to be united as one, in the 

bond of peace and fellowship. This we ask in Jesus' name.  Amen. 



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 6:00 PM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 

 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 

one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage prepa-

ration process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 

those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  

about:blank


P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • Fax (978) 345-9482   

www.chaptruck.com  

  

 
 

 

 SERVING ST. BONIFACE FAMILIES WITH 

THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

 

  

 

 

 

 

DIRECTORS: Brian T. Anderson            Michael D. Masciarelli 

www.andersonfuneral.com                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

http://www.chaptruck.com
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

