
The Church of Saint Boniface 

February 7, 2021 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The whole town was gathered at the door. 

He cured many who were sick with various diseases, 

and he drove out many demons.  

(Mark 1, 33-34) 



FATHER’S DESK 

Guest Reflection 

Eat Up 

A Polish-American Jesuit friend once invited me to dinner at his mother’s house. This sounded quite  

agreeable. The only instruction I was given beforehand was: do not refuse second helpings. I was young and 

skinny and I knew I would even accept thirds. 

But ... 

Polish mothers take great pride in their traditional foods and in the multiple, large, large bowls in which they serve 

each one. Different foods, every one delicious, each and every one astonishingly filling. So I ate and ate and ate 

until the terrible moment arrived. “Here, have some more, oh my goodness you don’t have anything on your plate,  

take some of this. And this. You are going to starve. You won’t be ready for dessert if you don’t eat your meal!” 

Luckily I did not roll my eyes. I took as little of each as I could politely do, dealt with dessert, and took my  

stuffed self away from the table, graced with a new friend in my new Polish mother, and a sore stomach. 

Why do I tell you this? Because Simon’s mother-in-law in the Gospel must have been this sort of a woman. 

Whenever guests visited I’m sure she would be hustling and bustling, stirring up a welcome, dish after dish. But, 

when Jesus and the apostles came over one day, she was ill and helpless. 

Jesus, immersed in his new career of preaching, curing, driving out unclean spirits, and showing the great ten-

derness of God for people, he saw how much out of character it was for her to just lie there and watch her guests. 

He took her hand, healed her without ceremony, and lifted her out of her frustration. The Gospel says that, “she 

waited on them.” Just like the Polish mother. 

But there is a contrast. In the First Reading we hear the ancient words of Job, who does nothing but complain that  

everything has been taken away from him. “My life is like the wind,” he says, “I shall not see happiness again.” 

I have been assigned months of misery, and troubled nights have been allotted to me. 

If in bed I say, "When shall I arise?" then the night drags on; 

I am filled with restlessness until the dawn. 

Many of us will recognize these symptoms from our own lives. But Job lost more than just sleep. He had been pros-

perous, with a wife and servants, children, land, livestock, and a sterling reputation. Now they were taken away. 

What had he done to deserve such huge deprivations? For that matter, what did Jesus do to deserve the loss of 

his people (and his frequent meals with them), and of his preaching and curing and befriending? When he hung 

on the cross did he remember his mother’s meals? 

And did she? 

We too have to know that loss is included in the way of the world. God knows this also. And he remains with 

us either way. “Father and fondler of heart he has wrung.” God shows that love means “being with us” in 

good times and in bad as well. Yes, he does join us in delightful meals.  

But he does not take troubles away. He joins us in them. 

 

By John Foley, SJ  

ASH WEDNESDAY:  FEBRUARY 17, 2021 

Mass Schedule  

Early Risers Mass 6:00 AM 

Midday Mass 12:00 PM  

Evening Mass 6:30 PM 



PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 PM in the church, led by 

members of the Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.   

 

Tax Statements:  Please call or email the parish office if you would 

like a 2020 Contribution Statement mailed to you.  

 THANK YOU on behalf of the Saint Boniface  

 Knights and CareNet Pregnancy Resource Center 

 for the parish’s generosity during the January  

 diaper drive — we collected 6,372 wipes,  

 3,129 diapers and 4 canisters of formula.  

MASS INTENTIONS  

Feb. 11 

Feb. 14 

 

 

Feb. 19 

 

Feb. 21 

Feb. 25 

 

Mar. 4 

8:00 AM 

8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

 

8:00 AM 

 

8:00 AM 

8:00 AM 

 

8:00 AM 

All Lonely People, by Mary O’Malley 

Louis & Anita Siegel, by the McQuaid family 

Virginia Tedesco, who lost her child prematurely in  

the womb, by John & Tina Huntoon 

Our deceased siblings and classmates,  

by Mary O’Malley 

Daniel Cronin, by James Larcenaire 

Prisoners and their families, living and deceased,  

by Mary O’Malley 

Priests and religious, living and deceased, 

by Mary O’Malley 

COLLECTION REPORT 

January 31  

– Sunday Offering 

– Catholic Home Missions 

– Other 

Total 

 

 $   2,268 

 248 

 112 

 $ 2,628 

ACH/online December  

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Other 

Total 

 

 $   5,287 

 610 

 170 

 $ 6,067 

ACH/online January 

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Other 

Total 

 

 $   6,217 

 510 

 10 

 $ 6,737 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Give to our parish whether you’re in the pews or 

not! Many parishioners have been making their 

weekly offerings online. It’s secure, convenient 

and easy to make one-time or recurring donations 

at www.stboniface-lunenburg.org SAINT BONIFACE PARTNERS IN CHARITY 2021 

This Diocesan appeal provides critical support for 27 agencies 

and ministries that are sources of hope to so many people  

during this pandemic. Our goal for this year is  $22,500 —  

we have so far raised $11,550.  

Envelopes are available at church entrances, which you can mail with 

your donation or drop in our collection basket. You can also visit the 

Parish website to donate online, or text the word DONATE to 84576. 

Can you help us reach our goal?  

Time for a Chuckle… 

It is reported that these notices actually appeared in church bulletins or 

were announced at church services. 

 The Fasting and Prayer Conference includes meals. 

 The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment  

 and gracious hostility. 

 For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we have a  

 nursery downstairs. 

 Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several  

 new members and to the deterioration of some older ones. 

SPECIAL REQUEST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A young child in the parish is in need  

of a gait trainer to recover from a  

serious accident. The family is hoping to 

find a used trainer as new ones are very 

expensive. The child has been receiving 

physical and occupational therapy using 

a Rifton Pacer Gait Trainer, size small.  

If you know of any resource for this  

family please call the parish office. 



Saints of the Week 

February 8.   

SAINT JOSEPHINE BAKHITA 

Kidnapped at the age of nine and being 

too terrified to remember her name,  

Josephine acquired the name “Bakhit” 

which means “fortunate one.” Her most 

"fortunate blessing" came when she was 

bought by an Italian consul which led 

eventually to her conversion and free-

dom. She joined the Canossian Sisters 

and ministered in Italy.  

February 9.  

SAINT JEROME EMILIANI 

An orphan at the age of 15, Saint Jerome 

Emiliani ran away from home and ran 

into some trouble. He ended up in  

prison where he had time to think. After 

a conversion, Saint Jerome studied for 

the priesthood and, after his ordination, 

he worked for abandoned children. He  

founded the Clerks Regular of Somasca to continue that work.  

Saint Jerome Emiliani is the patron saint of orphans and abandoned children. 

February 10.  

SAINT SCHOLASTICA 

Family ties and religious obligations may 

affect one another, but they are not  

necessarily opposed. Saint Scholastica’s 

relationship with her brother, Saint  

Benedict, is a good example. Close to  

one another as brother and sister, they 

also respected the Rule of Life of their respective communities.  

Saint Scholastica is the patron saint of nuns. 

February 11. 

OUR LADY of LOURDES 

Devotion to Our Lady of Lourdes runs 

deep in the hearts of the faithful as a  

sign of God’s care and healing. The  

mediation of Mary, his mother, is a real 

consolation to those who suffer any ill.  

Our Lady of Lourdes is the patron saint of  

bodily ills.. 

February 12. 

SAINT APOLLONIA 

Saint Apollonia is the patron saint of  

dentists because her teeth were knocked 

out by an angry mob. Hardly the way we 

would wish a dentist to extract our teeth, 

but Saint Apollonia certainly evidenced 

great courage in her defiance of those 

who were attacking Christians. 

Saint Apollonia is the patron saint of dentists and toothaches.   

 

Healing Love 

On the one hand, there are suffering 

human beings like Job, slaves longing 

for the shade. On the other hand, there 

is God who cares about us, who heals 

the brokenhearted and sustains the 

lowly. Jesus comes into this world of 

suffering as God the healer: those whom 

he cured were many. 

The community of the followers of Jesus 

has a calling to bring healing to this 

world full of suffering. They are to go 

about it by means of service: just as 

Simon’s mother-in-law did, they are to 

use their healing from Jesus as an 

opening to serve others. They are to be 

like Paul, making themselves all things 

to all people, the slaves of all. 

The Catholic Church challenges us to 

hunger and thirst for what is right so 

that, like God, we might fill the hungry 

with good things. 

Especially through his life-style  

and through his actions, Jesus  

revealed that love is present in  

the world in which we live— 

an effective love, a love that  

addresses itself to man and  

embraces everything that makes  

up his humanity. 

This love makes itself particularly 

noticed in contact with suffering,  

injustice and poverty—in contact  

with the whole historical “human  

condition,” which in various ways 

manifests man’s limitations and 

frailty, both physical and moral. 

Pope John Paul II  

Dives in Misericordia 

1980: 3 

 

 

— Gerald Darring  



 

Daniel P. Reilly,  

bishop emeritus  

of the Diocese of  

Worcester, sings a  

rousing rendition  

of “Danny Boy” at 

his 90th birthday  

celebration. 

Photo:  

The Catholic Free Press 

Social Healing 

Modern Western readers of the Bible are ever curious 

about the health problems Jesus appears to have ad-

dressed effectively. The fever experienced by Peter’s 

mother-in-law, the people afflicted with demons, the 

“various diseases” (Mk 1:35) presented to Jesus all raise a 

host of questions. The basic questions are, what really 

happened? Did Jesus really do it? 

Contemporary medical anthropologists offer some helpful 

insights. They distinguish between disease as a biomedical 

malfunction that afflicts an organism, and illness as a dis-

valued human condition in which social networks are rup-

tured and life’s meaning is lost. Curing is aimed at disease; 

it is a rare occurrence. Healing is aimed at illness; it occurs 

infallibly all the time for all people. Everyone works out a 

new meaning in life no matter what the predicament. 

The teaching and healing ministry of Jesus challenge 

America’s continuing efforts to reform its health care de-

livery system. 

It is nearly impossible for us to know what diseases af-

flicted the people who came to Jesus for help. But the texts 

do reveal the social consequences of their affliction and 

how Jesus remedied those consequences as well as the 

affliction, whatever it was. Consider Peter’s mother-in-law.  

Peter’s House 

The ideal marriage partner in the ancient Mediterranean 

world is a first cousin, specifically, the young man’s father’s 

brother’s daughter. Moreover, the wife always moves into 

the husband’s household, for the sons continue to live 

with their father even after marriage. But they have a place 

of their own in an often large housing complex. 

Peter’s mother-in-law should be living in her husband’s 

house. If he has died, she should be living with one of the 

sons, or if they have died she would return to her family. 

That she is in Peter’s house suggests that she may have no 

living family members to take care of her. In the Middle  

 

Eastern world, this is a fate worse than any sickness, indeed, 

worse than death. As often happens in Jesus’ ministry, the 

challenge is more than the woman’s fever. 

Jesus the Folk Healer  

In the ancient world, professional physicians did not at-

tempt to heal people because if they failed, they could be 

put to death. They preferred to talk about illnesses, after 

the fashion of philosopher-physicians. These are the phy-

sicians to whom the New Testament refers when it 

(infrequently) uses that word (Mk 2:17; 5:26; Lk 4:23; 8:43; 

Col 4:14). 

Folk healers were more abundant and were much more 

willing to use their hands and risk a failed treatment.  

Peasants had easy access to such healers and resorted to 

them frequently. In the Gospels, Jesus is portrayed as a 

folk healer: a spirit-filled prophet and teacher who has 

power over unclean spirits and a wide variety of illness. 

One very consistent element in Jesus’ healing activity is 

that he restores sick persons to their proper status, role, 

and place in the community. Lepers declared cleansed 

rejoin the holy community of God. The dead restored to 

life return to membership in their family. 

That Peter’s mother-in-law immediately began to serve 

Jesus and his disciples demonstrates that Jesus has really 

healed her. She is strong enough to resume her status, 

role, and normal function in the home. Jesus has restored 

meaning to her life. In typical Mediterranean fashion, she 

reciprocates the favor by serving him and those with him. 

The teaching and healing ministry of Jesus challenge 

America’s continuing efforts to reform its health care de-

livery system. Above all, people need meaning in life. 

That’s what healing is about. 

— John J. Pilch 

Please Help Support Our Retired Priests 

We must do all that we can to ensure that our retired 

priests, who have served the Church and the Diocese of 

Worcester so faithfully, are taken care of in their later 

years. On Ash Wednesday,  February 17, 2021, a  

Diocesan collection exclusively for priest retirement 

will be taken up. 

Most Reverend Robert J. McManus, S.T.D. 

Bishop of Worcester 



 

The 2021 Lenten 

season begins on 

Ash Wednesday, 

February 17, with 

Easter Sunday on 

April 4. 

 

During Lent, we are asked to devote ourselves to seeking the Lord in 

prayer and reading Scripture, to service by giving alms, and to practice 

self-control through fasting. Many know of the tradition of abstaining 

from meat on Fridays during Lent, but we are also called to practice 

self-discipline and fast in other ways throughout the season. Contem-

plate the meaning and origins of the Lenten fasting tradition in this 

reflection. In addition, the giving of alms is one way to share God's 

gifts—not only through the distribution of money, but through the 

sharing of our time and talents. As St. John Chrysostom reminds us: 

"Not to enable the poor to share in our goods is to steal from them 

and deprive them of life. The goods we possess are not ours, but 

theirs." (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2446). 

“Lent is a favourable season for opening the doors to all those in need  

and recognizing in them the face of Christ."  — Pope Francis 

In Lent, the baptized are called to renew their baptismal commitment 

as others prepare to be baptized through the Rite of Christian Initia-

tion of Adults, a period of learning and discernment for individuals 

who have declared their desire to become Catholics. 

The key to fruitful observance of these practices is to recognize their 

link to baptismal renewal. We are called not just to abstain from sin 

during Lent, but to true conversion of our hearts and minds as follow-

ers of Christ. We recall those waters in which we were baptized into 

Christ's death, died to sin and evil, and began new life in Christ. 

This February 7-14, 2021  

we will celebrate  

National Marriage Week!  

This annual observance is a great prompt  

for everyone to reflect on the gift  

marriage is to our Church and our  

country, as well as an opportunity for 

couples to build up their own marriages. 

This year’s theme is:  

To Have, To Hold, To Honor. 

Visit ForYourMarriage.org or  

USCCB.ORG  for more… 

For Your Marriage helps couples at all  

stages of life to understand and live God’s 

plan for happy, holy marriages by providing 

educational and spiritual resources.  
 

Fast and Abstinence 

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of fasting and  

abstinence for Catholics. In addition, Fridays during Lent are obliga-

tory days of abstinence. 

For members of the Latin Catholic Church, the norms on fasting are 

obligatory from age 18 until age 59. When fasting, a person is per-

mitted to eat one full meal, as well as two smaller meals that to-

gether are not equal to a full meal. The norms concerning abstinence 

from meat are binding upon members of the Latin Catholic Church 

from age 14 onwards. 

If possible, the fast on Good Friday is continued until the Easter 

Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) as the "paschal fast" to honor the suf-

fering and death of the Lord Jesus, and to prepare ourselves to share 

more fully and to celebrate more readily his Resurrection. 

For the month of  

February 2021,  

St. Boniface will  

receive a $1  

donation from  

each purchase of  

the $2.50 reusable  

Fight Hunger Bag  

at the Hannaford store  

located at 333 Mass Ave., Lunenburg. 

Funds will be used by our Social  

Action Ministry toward our parish  

support of food and supplies for the  

Northstar Family Shelter. 



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 6:00 PM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 

 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 

one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage prepa-

ration process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 

those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  

about:blank


P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • Fax (978) 345-9482   

www.chaptruck.com  

  

 
 

 

 SERVING ST. BONIFACE FAMILIES WITH 

THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

 

  

 

 

 

 

DIRECTORS: Brian T. Anderson            Michael D. Masciarelli 

www.andersonfuneral.com                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

http://www.chaptruck.com
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

