
The Church of Saint Boniface 

February 21, 2021 

First Sunday of Lent 

The Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert,  

and he remained in the desert for forty days, tempted by Satan. 

(Mark 1, 12) 



UN-QUIET WORD FOR TODAY 

Offer Hope. Reverse/Contain Chaos. 

‘Americans love people who are in charge, be confident!’ 

As a requirement for working in the diocese of Worcester, I had to undergo some  

kind of cultural immersion to know the culture of the people, likes and dislikes, do’s 

and don’ts. I had a nun who often repeated the above phrase: ‘We, Americans love  

people who are in charge, be confident!’ This trait is not unique to Americans, it might 

actually also apply to the Christian life. The only difference in the latter (the Christian 

life) is what makes up this confidence? What is it that defines a Christian who is in 

charge? To find the correct answer to this, we must resort to Jesus who is the Master. 

The Gospel version we listen to today on this first Sunday of Lent is from Mark. Unlike other versions from the other 

gospel writers, it is short, clear, concise and to the point. It does not go into explaining all the particular details of the 

temptations of Jesus. The Jesus we see here, is clear and steadfast; he is in charge, he is driven into the desert without 

any worries of the outcome—Satan is no match. Saint Mark is about one thing—Jesus is the Son of God, the Messiah, 

he is in charge and confident.  

But again, what is it that makes up that confidence? (And this is the point of the Gospel)  Jesus’ Son-ship/Messiahship 

is about ‘reversing /containing chaos and offering hope.’ This is what defines his confidence. 

The mission of Jesus continues and completes the Covenant God signed with Noah after the great floods (First Reading). 

This covenant is marked by the words, ‘never again’; “Never again shall all bodily creatures be destroyed.” Jesus is the 

bow—the sign—that recalls God's covenant that mortal beings will not be destroyed. Through and by Jesus, God indeed 

will reverse/contain every chaos and offer hope. 

What do the words ‘never again’ remind you of? These words are often used by politicians and writers. 

To be a Christian is to imitate Christ. We are therefore challenged by today’s Word to 'put on' the same demeanor of 

Christ—his confidence, his being in charge—by reversing/containing every chaos and offering hope. This is what gives 

the Christian confidence. 

Each day we see and hear bad news on radio and television; daily we read our newspapers and learn about crime after 

crime. Frequently we observe breakups of marriages, families, communities, and even nations, and we conclude the 

world is chaotic. Unfortunately, we do not conclude that we can and must offer hope to our world. 

What floods do we see around us in which others are drowning? What ‘wild beasts’ attack others that we silently notice?  

What temptations, addictions, brokenness rips others’ lives apart, that we see but ignore or isolate ourselves from? 

How much despair and disillusion must the world see as we look on? 

Jesus, even though bound up with a world of chaos (the desert/Satan and his powers, human sickness, perversion and 

isolation) will overcome all chaotic forces. Jesus comes to proclaim hope: ‘this is the time of fulfillment, the kingdom of 

God is at hand!’ He will provide hope for his people. So, must we! 

Reverse/contain chaos, offer hope. 

~ Father Anthony 

Our Next Lenten Guest Homilist:  

Deacon Court Shields 

Holy Trinity Catholic Parish 

Harvard, MA 

Saturday, Feb. 27, 4:00 PM Mass 

“…never again shall all 

bodily creatures be  

destroyed by the waters 

of a flood; there shall 

not be another flood to  

devastate the earth.” 

(Genesis 9, 11) 



PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 PM in the church, led by 

members of the Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.   

 ALL DAY ADORATION OF THE  

 BLESSED SACRAMENT  

 every Wednesday during Lent  

 from 8:00 AM-8:00 PM 

 Whether you stay for 15 minutes or an hour,  

 come pray. Silence is precious — set aside  

 quiet time with Jesus as a priority. 

8 AM  Holy Eucharist and Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  

9 AM  Silent Prayer /Adoration 

12 PM  Midday Prayer followed by the Recitation of the Rosary 

2 PM  Divine Chaplet  

3 PM  Litany to Saint Joseph 

4 PM  Silent Prayer/Adoration 

6 PM  Vespers (Evening Prayers)  

7 PM  Silent Prayer/Adoration 

8 PM  Complines & Benediction  

 

 Every FRIDAY during Lent

 6:30 PM 

 Learn about and prayerfully  

 remember Jesus' journey to the  

 Cross. Join us at the Church on 

 Fridays, or check out the Stations  

 after Sunday Mass. These are  

 powerful visual images of Our Lord. 

CATHOLICISM: THE PIVOTAL PLAYERS 

Please join us Sundays in the Parish Hall 3-4:00 pm 

Come be moved and inspired by  

Bishop Barron’s video series  

followed by a brief discussion  

(all Covid19 safety protocols will 

be observed). 

Featured “Pivotal Players” are: 

February 21:  St. Francis of Assisi 

February 28:  St. Thomas Aquinas 

March 7:  St. Catherine of Sienna 

March 14:  Blessed John Newman 

March 21:  G. K. Chesterton 

MASS INTENTIONS  

Feb. 25 

 

Mar. 4 

8:00 AM 

 

8:00 AM 

Prisoners and their families, living and deceased,  

by Mary O’Malley 

Priests and religious, living and deceased, 

by Mary O’Malley 

COLLECTION REPORT 

February 14 

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Other 

Total 

 

 $   2.815 

 237 

 40 

 $ 3,092 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Give to our parish whether you’re in the pews or 

not! Many parishioners have been making their 

weekly offerings online. It’s secure, convenient 

and easy to make one-time or recurring donations 

at www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

SAINT BONIFACE  

PARTNERS IN CHARITY 2021 

Our goal for this year is  $22,500 —  

we have so far raised $17,900.  

Your generosity is truly appreciated. 

Envelopes are available at church entrances, 

which you can mail with your donation or 

drop in our collection basket. You can also 

visit the Parish website to donate online,  

or text the word DONATE to 84576.  

Can you help us reach our goal?  

“LENTEN FISH FRY”  

2021 

Due to the Pandemic, in lieu 

of our regular Parish Fish Fry, 

the Knights of Columbus will 

be selling tickets this year on behalf of  

Conrad’s Seafood. The owner of Conrad’s 

has been very generous to us in the past 

and these tickets are sold in recognition of 

that generosity. This is a “pay it forward” 

situation to support them in this difficult 

small business environment. We look for-

ward to having our Fish Fry back next year! 

Tickets are $16 for an order of Fish & 

Chips and can be purchased by cash or 

check (made out to KoC 16480) after 

most Masses 

during Lent. 

Thank you. 



Saints of the Week 

February 22.   

CHAIR of SAINT PETER 

Every cathedral has a “cathedra,” a 

bishop’s chair that is used only by the 

bishop when he presides in the cathedral. 

It’s a symbol of his authority as chief 

teacher and liturgist of the diocese.  

So, today we celebrate the authority  

of the chief bishop, Saint Peter and his  

successors, the popes.  

(Photo: Chair of Saint Peter, Vatican City, Italy) 

February 23.  

SAINT POLYCARP 

Without knowing a whole lot about Saint 

Polycarp, he has entered into the life of the 

Church because he was a martyr, a witness 

to the faith with his life. That alone links all 

Christians together. That level of testimony 

to the faith is notable.  

Saint Polycarp is the patron saint of earaches. 

February 24.  

BLESSED LUKE BELLUDI 

Was Blessed Luke Belludi just at the right 

place at the right time, or was there  

something more at work in his happening 

to meet Saint Anthony and become his 

protégé? We would all agree that this is 

how the Lord works—through convenient  

happenstances.  

(Photo: Chapel of Blessed Luke Belludi, Venice, Italy) 

February 25. 

BLESSED SEBASTIAN of APARICIO 

Some holy people have a rather full  

life spread over a couple of vocations. 

Blessed Sebastian of Aparicio is such  

a person having been married twice  

before becoming a Franciscan.  

Blessed Sebastian of Aparicio is the patron saint  

of travelers. 

February 26. 

SAINT MARIA BERTILLA BOSCARDIN 

Courage, perseverance, and hope seem to 

characterize Saint Maria Bertilla Boscardin. 

In spite of all odds, she kept going and, in 

the process, helped many people find 

healing and peace. 

 

Victory 

The story of Noah is the story of a society 

gone wrong. The flood was a collective 

event, a response to the collective evil of the 

time. Collective also was the covenant made 

by God with the survivors of the flood, and 

collective was the redemption by Christ, a 

just man for the sake of the unjust. 

The challenge to reform our lives and 

change our lives expresses a call to change 

ourselves individually and to change our-

selves as a society. The good news spoken 

of in the Gospel is the announcement of the 

kingdom, a world where God rules. 

Jesus’s victory over Satan represents a vic-

tory over the powers of evil, those forces 

that cause us to sin. The evil we struggle 

against in Lent is personal as well as social. 

Profound and rapid changes make  

it particularly urgent that no one,  

ignoring the trend of events or  

drugged by laziness, content him- 

self with a merely individualistic  

morality. 

It grows increasingly true that the  

obligations of justice and love are  

fulfilled only if each person, con-

tributing to the common good,  

according to his own abilities and  

the needs of others, also promotes  

and assists the public and private  

institutions dedicated to bettering  

the conditions of human life. 

Vatican II  

Constitution on the Church  

in the Modern World 

1965:30 

 

— Gerald Darring  



The Test of Honor 

Since scholars recognize Mark’s as the earliest of the Gos-

pels, his simple version of the Temptation of Jesus is also 

considered the primitive report which Matthew and Luke 

embellished by creating three specific temptations. 

From the Mediterranean cultural perspective, the tempta-

tion of Jesus by Satan is inevitable after the honorable 

tribute by the voice from heaven: “You are my Son, the 

Beloved; with you I am well pleased” (Mk 

1:11). Every claim to honor is sure to be 

tested. Someone will try to prove that the 

compliment was false. 

Though Mark does not report Jesus’ re-

sponse to the testing, the reader can as-

sume that Jesus successfully defends his 

honor as the pleasing and beloved Son. Remember that 

the opening verse of this Gospel established Jesus’ claim 

to honor: “The beginning of the proclamation of Jesus the 

Messiah, the Son of God” (Mk 1:1). 

Then we note that Jesus left his kinship network in  

Nazareth of Galilee to meet with John in the wilderness 

(Mk 1:9) where Jesus subsequently finds himself appar-

ently alone with Satan (Mk 1:13). The Mediterranean 

reader realizes that without his kinship network, Jesus is 

particularly vulnerable to attack by anyone and everyone. 

The Mediterranean reader is quite frightened for Jesus 

until reminded that “the angels waited on him” (Mk 1:13). 

Of course! The Son of God has a different kinship network 

which does not abandon him. With such help, Jesus cer-

tainly defended his honor successfully against Satan’s tests. 

 

Jesus and John 

Perhaps because of the brevity of Mark’s account of the  

temptation, the Gospel selection for this cycle includes the 

subsequent verses which describe how Jesus initiates his min-

istry. Jesus’ growing experience of success in healing and ex-

orcism persuaded him to undertake a separate ministry, and 

John’s arrest was the appropriate time to begin. 

Mark summarizes and simplifies this  

development: Jesus was baptized by John 

and successfully defended his honor 

against Satan. When John was arrested, 

Jesus initiated his ministry, and only then 

went about recruiting followers for his 

faction. Such behavior is perfectly honor-

able, as one would expect from none other than the Son 

of God. 

Loyalty, commitment, solidarity—this is the cluster of values 

that Jesus invites his followers to embrace. Primarily, of 

course, these values should be directed to the God of 

Israel, whether in the midst of a storm (Mk 4:40), when 

seeking a healing from Jesus, God’s prophet (Mk 5:34; 10:52), 

or at any other time. 

Jesus himself is praised for his loyalty (Heb 3:1-3) and 

obedience to God (Heb 5:8). Mark would very likely 

second Matthew’s challenge: “stay loyal to God and do 

not hesitate in your loyalty” (Mt 21:22). 

— John J. Pilch 

Jesus certainly defended 

his honor successfully 

against Satan’s tests. 

THE WORCESTER DIOCESAN CATHOLIC MEN’S CONFERENCE 

Saturday March 20, 2021 • A Remote and Interactive Conference 

www.firstmensconf.org 

For twenty years, the Conference has played an important role in the lives of Catholic men throughout our  

community – and we are determined that this good work continues, especially in these pandemic-challenged times.   

To that end, the 2021 Conference Team has developed a plan that is safe and rewarding for all. 

Here is how it will work: 

On March 20 at multiple Covid-safe host locations, conference attendees will meet and share fellowship with a 

limited number of others. Through internet access they’ll be able to view our featured speaker presentations, join 

a Q&A session after each talk, interact in real time with our many vendors, and attend the closing Mass with 

Bishop McManus at 4:00 p.m. 

For more information contact Claude Poirier at 978-660-3202 or email him at claudelsa@yahoo.com. 



WHAT IS LENT? 

Ash Wednesday was a few days ago, starting the Lenten 

countdown toward Holy Week and Easter. But maybe 

some of us are not completely clear as to why these weeks 

of preparation are there in the first place. 

One opinion is that Lent is a time to deprive yourself. You 

give up candy or smoking or desserts or heavy meals or … 

well, choose your favorite and then give it up. These are 

part of Lenten practice. 

Lenten deprivation gave birth to Mardi Gras (literally 

meaning “Fat Tuesday”). In contrast to the toughness of 

Lent. Mardi Gras, at least in non-covid-19 years, had you 

eat all the fat you could, parade around in costume, go 

wild. The public usually does not recall that Mardi Gras has 

something to do with what is to them a quaint old prac-

tice, Lent. But that sharpens the question: what have they 

or we forgotten about Lent and its practices? 

Well, what if we described Lent as a “Retreat”? 

A Retreat, in Catholic and other religions, is a space of 

days taken out to pray and to be with the Lord. Often one 

goes to a retreat house to do these. In St. Louis, for in-

stance, there is a beautiful place called “White House”—

different from the one for the president—which has a 

stunning view of the Mississippi River. For many decades 

Jesuits have preached retreats there every weekend and 

sometimes during the week. Sizeable groups of men or 

women stay for two or three days to meditate, listen to 

talks, and refresh their spiritual lives. 

 

I am not saying that you should disappear to the nearest 

retreat house for the five weeks of Lent. But what about 

letting each Lenten day partake of certain retreat prac-

tices? For instance, what about setting aside a little time 

each day to let your insides settle down for a while, to cre-

ate a space within you to welcome God. Maybe set up a 

special place in your home or someplace else just to pray. 

How about a picture or crucifix or maybe a candle? Or just 

10 minutes of silence? 

And why not use some time to read in advance the gospel 

from the upcoming Sunday Mass? Sit down, read it slowly, 

and let the scene described take place within the your 

heart and mind. This week you could ask Jesus how it felt 

to have the Spirit drive him into the desert, as described in 

this week’s Gospel. 

The point? 

Let the Lord’s loving deeds be your motivation for “giving 

up” anything during Lent. Make a gift of gratitude to 

God—rather than just refraining from something or other. 

How does any of this prepare you for Holy Week and 

Easter? By doing exactly what Jesus does when he makes 

of himself a gift consisting of suffering and death. He is 

returning a gift of love to the Father. Lent prepares us to 

witness this reality of our savior. 

— John Foley, SJ 

Lent prepares us to witness the reality of our savior. 

For more than a half century, the Collection for the Church in Latin 

America has been a sign of the solidarity of the Church in the 

United States with the Church in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

In the mountains of northeastern Colombia, on the border with Venezuela, 

the Diocese of Cúcuta has been a migration point for needy Venezuelan 

refugees coming in search of food, medicine, and daily necessities. For 

several years, the diocese’s welcome centers have served more than 

1,000 meals each day to hungry migrants. The primary center, at Casa 

de Paso Divina Providencia, has been addressing the needs of these 

refugees with diocesan resources as well as assistance from local busi-

nesses, charities, and parishes. 

Your contribution to the collection not only supports and sustains these 

invaluable efforts but also allows you to stand in closer unity with refugees 

and those serving them. This is but one example of how this collection 

empowers the faithful of Latin America and the Caribbean to deepen 

their faith and share it with each other and the world. 



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 6:00 PM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 

 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 

one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage prepa-

ration process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 

those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  

about:blank


P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • Fax (978) 345-9482   

www.chaptruck.com  

  

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

http://www.chaptruck.com
about:blank
about:blank

