
The Church of Saint Boniface 

February 28, 2021 

Second Sunday of Lent 

“This is my beloved Son. Listen to him.” 

(Gospel) 



FATHER’S DESK 

Guest Reflection 

by Larry Gillick, SJ 

Getting Ready to Pray                      

Devotion, prayer, liturgy are calls to simple and honest closeness. To try to figure it out and explain it cheapens it and 

flattens it out into a practice rather than a delight. 

Many of us orient our lives, in varying degrees, to and from the Eucharistic liturgy. We try also to be women and men 

who pray. We will see that Abraham and Isaac have an extreme close calling with God. Peter, James and John experience 

an unusual coming together and communion. All five will go off into the regular, back-down-the-hill living of their lives. 

Their faith seems to be strengthened, but at the same time their understanding seems to experience befuddlement. 

They would naturally be asking themselves about the “realness” of what had just happened. 

Some Thoughts  

One of the great joys of human intimacy is that it goes beyond reason. 

We hear first of the terrifying story of Abraham’s being tested by God. He is called to take his only son Isaac to a distant 

place and sacrifice him by the knife and then to burn him on an altar which Isaac would help build. Abraham does take 

his son, who helps carry the fire and the wood, and off they go in a journey of trust. Upon arrival at a divinely-appointed 

hill, the dirty deed is set in motion, no questions asked, except by Isaac who asks about the lamb to be slain. 

At the point of the knife’s being about to enter Isaac who has been bound and placed on the altar, the voice of the Lord’s  

messenger calls for a timeout. Abraham has proven his faith so that he is not only the father of Isaac, but the “Father of 

Faith” and the eternal model for the People of God. A ram is tangled up in a near-by bush and so God has provided the 

means for the sacrifice. One of the great joys of human intimacy is that it goes beyond reason. I enjoy asking couples 

whom I have the privilege to be preparing for marriage, “Why do you love her/him?” The relationships I trust the most 

are those who fumble around for words which might express some good reasons. Love is not reasonable. When there 

are many verbal reasons, I suspect this is a transaction and not a transfiguration.  

The Gospel presents us with the “Transfiguration,” or the “the Changing of the Garb.” Peter, James and John go up a 

hill with Jesus. They have a most intimate encounter with Jesus, God the beyond, and of course, with themselves.  

Jesus dazzles his followers with a state of glorification. Moses and Elijah are seen conversing with Jesus. Moses is the 

“man of the Law” and Elijah the “man of Prophesy.” Jesus is the fulfillment of the Law and the prophets, and the “voice” 

again ordains him as “My beloved Son.” The terrified trio is encouraged also to “listen to him.”  

Suddenly, there they are, just the four again and nobody else, no other 

sounds. They leave with this experience and their questions about what 

it was about. They are charged not to speak about it until the “rising 

from the dead,” and they did not understand this either, but kept on 

walking back down from this hill of intimacy.  

I love the Eucharist for so many reasons, but the very prime reason is 

that it defies adequate intellectual explanation and I love that freedom 

from the factual, the scientific, the demand of my arrogant mind. 

The Eucharist is more than a transfiguration; it is a total transfer from a 

something to a Somebody. The Somebody’s changing of the other some- 

bodies who gather around the Holy Place is also unexplainable, but real. 

We never know if our prayer was real. Abraham is our Father of Faith 

and our brothers of faith walked down that hill with questions, doubts 

and wonderings about what in heaven’s name was all that about. 

Questions do not dampen faith, cheap answers do. Living the faith is the 

proof of intimacy, just as living out married love intensifies and proves 

the leap. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be still and know that I am God.
(Psalm 46, 11)  

Every Wednesday during Lent  

(8AM – 8PM) the Blessed Sacrament 

is exposed for you! 

Come away for a while and pray... 

I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living. I believed,  

even when I said, “I am greatly afflicted.”  (Psalm 116) 



PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 PM in the church, led by 

members of the Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.   

ALL DAY ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  

every Wednesday during Lent from 8:00 AM-8:00 PM 

Silence is precious — set aside quiet time with Jesus as a priority. 

8 AM  Holy Eucharist and Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  

9 AM  Silent Prayer /Adoration 

12 PM  Midday Prayer followed by the Recitation of the Rosary 

2 PM  Divine Chaplet  

3 PM  Litany to Saint Joseph 

4 PM  Silent Prayer/Adoration 

6 PM  Vespers (Evening Prayers)  

7 PM  Silent Prayer/Adoration 

8 PM  Complines & Benediction  

 

 Every FRIDAY during Lent

 6:30 PM 

 Learn about and prayerfully  

 remember Jesus' journey to the  

 Cross. Join us at the Church on 

 Fridays, or check out the Stations  

 after Sunday Mass. These are  

 powerful visual images of Our Lord. 

CATHOLICISM: THE PIVOTAL PLAYERS 

Please join us Sundays in the Parish Hall 3-4:00 pm 

Come be moved and inspired by Bishop  

Barron’s video series followed by a brief  

discussion (all Covid19 safety protocols  

will be observed). 

Featured “Pivotal Players” are: 

February 28:  St. Thomas Aquinas 

March 7:  St. Catherine of Sienna 

March 14:  Blessed John Newman 

March 21:  G. K. Chesterton 

MASS INTENTIONS  

Mar. 4 

 

Mar 7 

Mar 13 

8:00 AM 

 

10:30 AM 

4:00 PM 

Priests and religious, living and deceased, 

by Mary O’Malley 

Antonia Angelini, by Mary Angelini 

Ottavio Angelini, by Mary Angelini 

COLLECTION REPORT 

February 17 / Ash Wednesday 

February 21 

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Church in Latin America 

– Other 

Total 

 $      881 

 

   $   1,834 

 260 

 251 

 168 

 $  2,513 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Give to our parish whether you’re in the pews or 

not! Many parishioners have been making their 

weekly offerings online. It’s secure, convenient 

and easy to make one-time or recurring donations 

at www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

This March we are excited to introduce a 

new Video Series on our website called  

THE VOICES OF SAINT BONIFACE. 

These are video/audio interviews of life-

long parishioners and clergy who share 

their personal faith and life stories, living 

and serving in the parish community.   

Our first interviewee is Louise Nadeau,  

our Parish Sacristan.  

Watch your Inbox for more information  

on how to view this series, or look for links  

on our parish website.  

“LENTEN FISH FRY”  

2021 

Due to the Pandemic, in lieu 

of our regular Parish Fish Fry, 

the Knights of Columbus will 

be selling tickets this year on behalf of  

Conrad’s Seafood. The owner of Conrad’s 

has been very generous to us in the past 

and these tickets are sold in recognition of 

that generosity. This is a “pay it forward” 

situation to support them in this difficult 

small business environment. We look for-

ward to having our Fish Fry back next year! 

Tickets are $16 for an order of Fish & 

Chips and can be purchased by cash or 

check (made out to KoC 16480) after 

most Masses 

during Lent. 

Thank you. 

SAINT BONIFACE PARTNERS IN CHARITY 2021 

Our goal is $22,500 — we have so far raised $18,100.  

Envelopes are available at church entrances, which you can mail with 

your donation or drop in our collection basket. You can also visit the 

Parish website to donate online, or text the word DONATE to 84576.  

Can you help us reach our goal?  



Saints of the Week 

March 1.   

SAINT DAVID of WALES 

Saint David of Wales was by legend the 

nephew of King Arthur. He was educated 

under the tutelage of Saint Paulinus, 

whose sight he allegedly restored. He 

was known as the “Water Drinker,” be-

cause he drank only water, and was a vegetarian. He founded 12 

monasteries of very strict observance. He lived over 100 years.  

Saint David of Wales is the patron saint of Wales. 

March 2.  

SAINT AGNES of BOHEMIA 

Saint Agnes of Bohemia, also known as 

Saint Agnes of Prague, never married, but 

had a number of nobles interested in her  

as a possible wife. Preferring the religious 

life, Saint Agnes joined the Poor Clares,  

but not until after she had built a hospital 

and a friary for the local Friars. She lived the Poor Clare life for 45 years.  

March 3.  

SAINT KATHERINE DREXEL 

Saint Katharine Drexel founded the Sisters 

of the Blessed Sacrament to minister pri-

marily to Native and African Americans in 

the United States. She used much of her 

inherited wealth to support both the sis-

ters and the ministry. She entered reli-

gious life as a Sister of Mercy before founding her new community 

which opened its first foundation in Santa Fe, New Mexico, in 1894.  

March 4. 

SAINT CASIMIR 

While Saint Casimir was born into a no-

ble family, and was himself in line to be 

king, he opted instead for a life of prayer, 

and as a youth vowed perpetual chastity. 

Opposed by his family, Saint Casimir held 

fast to his ideals until his early death at the age of 25. In his native 

land and elsewhere, he is considered an example of perseverance. 

(Photo: Reliquary of Saint Casimir, Vilnius Cathedral, Lithuania)  

Saint Casimir is the Patron Saint of Lithuania, Poland and Russia. 

March 5. 

SAINT JOHN JOSEPH of the CROSS 

Saint John Joseph of the Cross entered 

the Franciscan community at the age of 

16. A humble man, he was asked to serve 

his community in a number of leadership 

roles, including provincial minister. Yet he 

retained his simplicity and retired to the quiet service of confessor. 

 

A More Just Society 

In the midst of our suffering and hardship, 

we must keep sight of the “light at the end 

of the tunnel.” We know that Jesus is that 

light and that we must trust in that light the 

way Abraham trusted in God. 

We are suffering voluntarily in our Lenten 

fast. We are also acutely aware in this sea-

son of the suffering caused by our sinful-

ness. Easter, however, awaits us, the hope 

of resurrection, because “God is for us.” 

Many in our world are suffering involun-

tarily. They are the poor, the hungry, the 

homeless, the victims of oppression and 

war and other injustices. Is there “light at 

the end of the tunnel” for them? When will 

Easter come to them? Who is for them be-

sides God? 

Christians cannot allow the magnitude of 

social evils to overwhelm them. They must 

always live by the light of Christ and the 

hope of resurrection. 

Christian hope is strong and  

resilient, for it is rooted in a faith  

that knows that the fullness of life 

comes to those who follow Christ  

in the way of the Cross. 

In pursuit of concrete solutions, all 

members of the Christian community 

are called to an ever finer discern- 

ment of the hurts and opportunities  

in the world around them, in order  

to respond to the most pressing  

needs and thus build up a more  

just society. 

 U.S. Bishops,  

 Economic Justice for All, 1986:126  

 

— Gerald Darring  



Seeing God 

The story of Jesus’ “transfiguration” is more appropriately 

described by the technical term “theophany” that is, an 

appearance of God to an individual person. The Bible reports 

a number of theophanies, the most notable being those ex- 

perienced by Moses (Ex 19-20; 34) and Elijah (1 Kings 19:4-18). 

The appearance of God to Jesus reported by Mark in-

cludes elements that are common to all these accounts. 

(1) Mountain. The setting for the appearance is customar-

ily a mountain (Mk 9:2b; Sinai for Moses; Horeb for Elijah). 

(2) Witnesses. Frequently there are “eyewitnesses” to the 

event (Mk 9:2a), though they may not see and hear exactly 

the same things experienced by the one to whom God is 

appearing. 

(3) Signs. The witnesses or the accounts report visible 

signs that the event is occurring. Jesus was “transfigured 

before them” (Mk 9:2c); “his garments glistening, intensely 

white” (Mk 9:3a); “a cloud overshadowed them, and from 

the cloud there came a voice” (Mk 9:7). 

(4) Shared experience. The witnesses sometimes share in 

the experience. Peter, James, and John see Moses and 

Elijah conversing with Jesus (Mk 9:4). 

It is not clear whether the disciples heard intelligible con-

versation between Jesus and the prophets, or whether 

they heard the statement of the heavenly voice. At the 

end, Jesus forbids them to tell what they had seen (Mk 

9:9) but says nothing about what they had heard. Only 

Matthew (Mt 17:9) calls the event a “vision.” 

Function 

Scholars in general agree on the function of this experience: 

God commissions the recipient of the theophany to some 

new role and status. The Baptism of Jesus was a theophany 

in which Jesus was authorized by God to preach and per-

form mighty deeds (Mk 1:15-Mk: 8:30). At the midpoint in 

Mark’s Gospel, the transfiguration is a theophany that  

authorizes Jesus to make his way to Jerusalem to meet his 

destiny, the cross, and his vindication (Mk 8:31-Mk:16:8). 

Clearly, theophanies involve revelation. 

Nature 

There is less agreement on the nature of the experience. 

Some have interpreted the transfiguration as a resurrec-

tion appearance retrojected into Jesus’ life, but this opin-

ion is not well supported and is generally rejected. Recent 

commentators interpret the transfiguration as a prophecy 

of Jesus’ parousia, that is, something like a prelude or 

foreshadowing of Jesus’ future coming in glory as judge. 

We might term this a “preview of coming attractions.” Still 

others call it “eschatological” without explaining in plain 

English exactly what that means. 

Alternate Reality 

There is a much simpler explanation for the nature of the 

event. The technical description is “an experience of alter-

nate reality,” or an altered state of consciousness. Anthro-

pologists note that such experiences are universal human 

phenomena, experienced in a wide variety of forms by all 

human beings. Ninety percent of 488 societies from all 

parts of the world studied by scientists routinely had this 

kind of experience. Anthropologist Erika Bourguignon 

concludes that “societies which do not utilize these states 

clearly are historical exceptions to be explained, rather 

than the vast majority of societies that do use these states.” 

Viewing the story of Jesus’ transfiguration as an experi-

ence of God commonly available in more than 90 percent 

of the world’s cultures presents an exciting new challenge 

to Western Christians this Lenten season. 

The Advent prayer, “Come Lord Jesus,” inspires a new 

Lenten prayer: “Lord God, help me to see you face to face 

as did Moses (Deut 34:10) and Jesus (Mk 9) and many 

other of your servants through the course of history even 

to this day.”(Mt 21:22). 

— by John J. Pilch  

THE WORCESTER DIOCESAN CATHOLIC MEN’S CONFERENCE 

Saturday March 20, 2021 • A Remote and Interactive Conference 

www.firstmensconf.org 

For twenty years, the Conference has played an important role in the lives of Catholic men throughout our community –  

and we are determined that this good work continues, especially in these pandemic-challenged times. To that end, the 

2021 Conference Team has developed a plan that is safe and rewarding for all. Here is how it will work: 

On March 20 at multiple Covid-safe host locations, conference attendees will meet and share fellowship with a limited 

number of others. Through internet access they’ll be able to view featured speaker presentations, join a Q&A session 

after each talk, interact in real time with our vendors, and attend the closing Mass with Bishop McManus at 4:00 p.m. 

For more information contact Claude Poirier at 978-660-3202 or email him at claudelsa@yahoo.com. 



BEING PUT TO THE TEST 

The “test” of Abraham tests us all. It is a story that strains 

any confidence we might have in a loving God. Why would 

a good and gracious God order Abraham to sacrifice Isaac, 

“your only one, whom you love,” the miracle child, the 

promise, the cherished gift? 

Of course, Abraham is spared from carrying out the act by 

a heavenly angel of the Lord. But that doesn’t make the 

plot any less troubling. It seems almost perverse that God 

would play such games with us. 

We all face the sacrifice. We all stand before the terrible 

relinquishment of everything we hold most dear. 

The whole point of the episode is to test whether Abraham  

believes that God is trustworthy. The issue is Abraham’s 

state of mind: if he truly believes the word of God, then he 

knows with utter conviction that “God will provide.” His 

readiness to sacrifice Isaac is neither moral compromise 

nor endangerment to his son—if he indeed believes that 

Isaac is God’s promise of future generations. In faith,  

Abraham knows, “Even if he die, he shall live.” 

 

Well, we know that Isaac died, but not by the hand of 

Abraham. It was by the exigence of earthly existence. And 

yet Isaac fathered generations of grace and abundance. 

Each of us is required to make Abraham’s sacrifice. We all 

must face the inevitability of letting go our most beloved 

person, task, accomplishment, joy. Everything dear to us, 

everything given to us by God is subject to death: its own 

and our own. 

The essence of the story is this: Is God good? And will God 

keep his promises? Abraham is our father in faith because 

he embodies the final act of faith that all of us must make. 

We all face the sacrifice. We all stand before the terrible 

relinquishment of everything we hold most dear. 

And our very God does the same. “This is my beloved 

Son.” God’s “only begotten,” one of our own kind, will go 

through our passages—even the passage of death. 

God has made the promise not only to Abraham and to 

us. God has made the promise to God’s very self. 

— John Kavanaugh, SJ 

The Scrutinies 

What are the “Scrutinies”? 

These very special rites are celebrated on the middle three Sun-

days of Lent, at liturgies where the Elect are present.  The Elect 

are those in our midst who are preparing for Baptism.  Part of 

their journey to the font is that they have been received among 

us, the Rite of Acceptance, and they have been enrolled in the 

Book of the Elect in the Rite of Election.  

Even if these rites often are not celebrated at the liturgy we attend, 

or not celebrated in the parish at all, it can be wonderful to reflect 

upon the journey these Elect are making during Lent, as an inspi-

ration and source of renewal for us in our journey. 

These are ancient rites and they may, at first, seem strange to 

us.  But they are profoundly rooted in our human experience.   

We need to examine (scrutinize) how we are, the areas of our 

lives where we are tempted, or seriously sin - in what we do and 

what we fail to do.  We really need healing and the strength that 

can come from the support of our sisters and brothers. 

Invitation to Silent Prayer  

One of the most powerful moments of the Scrutinies is how they 

begin.  After the homily, the Elect are invited to come forward 

with their sponsors and to kneel down. Then, the whole assembly 

is invited to pray for them in silence. It is a very solemn moment.   

This community has cared for these elect for some months now 

on their journey.  We have sent them to reflect more and more 

deeply on the Word of God, and expressed to them our longing 

for the day on which they would join us at the table of the Lord.   

Now we pray for them in this sacred silence, deeply asking God 

to protect them and heal them in the weeks ahead. 

 

Intercessions for the Elect  

We then pray out loud together for the Elect. 

Prayer of Exorcism  

Then, we pray that they might be freed from the power of the Evil 

One and protected on their journey. 

The Laying On of Hands  

In a silent ritual deliberately reminiscent of the rite used for ordi-

nation in the Sacrament of Holy Orders, the priest or deacon lays 

his hands for a brief moment on the head of each of the Elect.  It 

is a solemn act of calling down the Spirit of Jesus to be with them 

and protect them. 

Dismissal of the Elect  

The Elect are then sent forth to reflect upon the Word and this 

powerful gesture of love on the part of this community, that cares 

for them so deeply, with the love of Christ. 



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 6:00 PM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 

 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 

one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage prepa-

ration process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 

those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  
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P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • Fax (978) 345-9482   

www.chaptruck.com  

  

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

http://www.chaptruck.com
about:blank
about:blank

