
The Church of Saint Boniface 

March 7, 2021 

Third Sunday of Lent 

“Take these out of here,  

and stop making my Father’s house a marketplace.”  

(John 2, 16) 



FATHER’S DESK 

Guest Reflection 

by John Foley SJ 

Why So Upset? 

Not only is this unlike the Jesus we know, but doesn’t it violate the holy temple? These trades-people were selling animals 

because living creatures were needed for burnt offerings. People had to buy them somewhere. And they had to get their 

money changed, since so many of them came from lands with different currencies. Sounds quite reasonable doesn’t it? 

Not to Jesus. He yells, “you are desecrating my Father’s temple!” He grabs some dividing cords, yanking them into a knot,  

and whips the vendors. Whips them! Quite a terrible sight. He heaves the carefully sorted coins into an unholy mess on 

the floor and finishes up by hurtling the tables into this chaos he has created. How in the world does such fury coincide 

with the quiet, humble Jesus we will see in Holy Week? There he will barely say a word, even though his enemies will be  

violating the Father’s holiest temple of all, Jesus’ very self. 

What is going on here? 

Some external reasons for his vehemence are evident. Vendors were allowed only in the courtyard of the temple, not  

inside where they now had established themselves. And perhaps the dishonest practices of outdoor market -places had 

stolen their way into the temple. The thumb on the scale, the inflated prices, all of that.  

There is another, internal reason which is much more important. Jesus knew with blessed certainty what human beings 

were created to be. We are made to be filled with God’s presence, to be beloved by God personally and to love God in  

return. We are most ourselves when we are not entrapped by riches honor and pride. We are designed to “let go and let 

God.” Jesus must have been overwhelmed when he saw merchants winking at these Godly values, preferring cold cash and 

cheating for it at the dead center of sacred space. 

Everything was upside down. 

Why did he react so very differently during Holy Week? Why was he silent then? Because by then Jesus had come to 

understand the depths of his mission: not just to do social action—that’s what the temple scene was—not just to cure 

the people miraculously, not to preach from the hillsides. He saw that he must become one with our death as well as our 

life, must unite with us in the terrible hurts we get from each other. Only then could he show how very close God is. 

Wrath for sure can be an understandable and just reaction to selfishness and greed. The merchants were seeking short-

term profit at the expense of freedom, holiness, truth, and completion of the human spirit. Worse, they were foisting all 

this upon the people Jesus had come to save. 

No wonder he hurled himself against these blind money grubbers. His emotion was real and quite impressive. But by con-

trast, on the cross he would empty himself out. He would surrender everything, including his fury, a surrender that would 

cancel out the grubbing of the money changers. 

40 HOURS OF ADORATION 

On Friday, March 19th, the Feast of Saint Joseph, all Deanery X parishes 

(Our Lady of the Lake–Leominster, St. Francis–Fitchburg, St. Anthony of  

Padua–Fitchburg, St. Joseph's–Fitchburg, St. Leo's–Leominster, Holy Family–

Leominster, St. Anna's–Leominster, Saint Bernard/St. Camillus–Fitchburg,  

St. Cecilia's–Leominster and St. Boniface–Lunenburg) will participate in 40 

hours of  Adoration in honor of Saint Joseph. 

Each parish will offer 4 hours of Adoration. We will pray as One Church.  

Here at Saint Boniface, Adoration will be from 8AM-12PM. There will be  

NO All day Adoration on Wednesday March 17! 

We are made to be filled with God’s presence, to be  

beloved by God personally and to love God in return.  



PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 PM in the church, led by 

members of the Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.   

ALL DAY ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  

Wednesday, March 10 from 8:00 AM-8:00 PM 

Silence is precious — set aside quiet time with Jesus as a priority. 

8 AM  Holy Eucharist and Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  

9 AM  Silent Prayer /Adoration 

12 PM  Midday Prayer followed by the Recitation of the Rosary 

2 PM  Divine Chaplet  

3 PM  Litany to Saint Joseph 

4 PM  Silent Prayer/Adoration 

6 PM  Vespers (Evening Prayers)  

7 PM  Silent Prayer/Adoration 

8 PM  Complines & Benediction  

 

 Every FRIDAY during Lent

 6:30 PM 

 Learn about and prayerfully  

 remember Jesus' journey to the  

 Cross. Join us at the Church on 

 Fridays, or check out the Stations  

 after Sunday Mass. These are  

 powerful visual images of Our Lord. 

CATHOLICISM: THE PIVOTAL PLAYERS 

Please join us Sundays in the Parish Hall  

3:00-4:00 pm 

Come be moved and inspired by Bishop Barron’s video  

series followed by a brief discussion (all Covid19 safety  

protocols will be observed).  

March 7:  St. Catherine of Sienna 

March 14:  Blessed John Newman 

March 21:  G. K. Chesterton 

MASS INTENTIONS  

Mar 13 

Mar 14 

 

Mar 21 

Mar 24 

Mar 25 

4:00 PM 

10:30 AM 

 

8:00 AM 

8:00 AM 

8:00 AM 

Ottavio Angelini, by Mary Angelini 

Virginia Tedesco, who lost her child prematurely in the 

womb, by John & Tina Huntoon 

Robert O’Brien, 19th Anniv., by Sean & Riley Casey 

Ernie Ouellette, by his family 

Richard Bannister, by Elise & Harry Schofield 

COLLECTION REPORT 

February 28 

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Church in Latin America 

– Other 

Total 

Website/ACH February 

  

   $   2,096 

 60 

 55 

 83 

 $  2,294 

 $  5,112 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Give to our parish whether you’re in the pews or 

not! Many parishioners have been making their 

weekly offerings online. It’s secure, convenient 

and easy to make one-time or recurring donations 

at www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

This March we are excited to introduce a 

new Video Series on our website called  

THE VOICES OF SAINT BONIFACE. 

These are video/audio interviews of life-

long parishioners and clergy who share 

their personal faith and life stories, living 

and serving in the parish community.   

Our first interviewee is Louise Nadeau,  

our Parish Sacristan.  

Watch your Inbox for more information  

on how to view this series, or look for links  

on our parish website.  

“LENTEN FISH FRY”  

2021 

Due to the Pandemic, in lieu 

of our regular Parish Fish Fry, 

the Knights of Columbus will 

be selling tickets this year on behalf of  

Conrad’s Seafood. The owner of Conrad’s 

has been very generous to us in the past 

and these tickets are sold in recognition of 

that generosity. This is a “pay it forward” 

situation to support them in this difficult 

small business environment. We look for-

ward to having our Fish Fry back next year! 

Tickets are $16 for an order of Fish & 

Chips and can be purchased by cash or 

check (made out to KoC 16480) after 

most Masses 

during Lent. 

Thank you. 

SAINT BONIFACE PARTNERS IN CHARITY 2021 

Our goal is $22,500 — we have so far raised $19,600.  

Envelopes are available at church entrances, which you can mail with 

your donation or drop in our collection basket. You can also visit the 

Parish website to donate online, or text the word DONATE to 84576.  

Can you help us reach our goal?  



Saints of the Week 

March 8.   

SAINT JOHN of GOD 

Saint John of God’s life story is proof of 

the possibility of conversion and change 

with the grace of our merciful God. The 

first part of his life was not very praise-

worthy, but once he turned to God and 

asked for mercy, he became the saint  

that we know. Saint John of God is the patron saint of Booksellers, Firefighters, 

Heart Patients, Hospitals, Nurses, Printers, and the Sick. 

March 9.  

SAINT FRANCES of ROME 

Saint Frances of Rome is a good example 

of what Vatican II hoped for—an active laity 

who take their baptismal call seriously.  

Although she lived centuries before the 

Council, her life shows that the call for an 

active, dedicated laity has been a part of  

the Church all along. Saint Frances is a good example of what are all 

called to today—and always.  Saint Frances of Rome is the patron saint of   

Motorists and Widows. 

March 10.  

SAINT DOMINIC SAVIO 

A student of Saint John Bosco, Saint 

Dominic Savio organized a group of  

students to minister to boys who needed 

guidance and help. Due to illness, how-

ever, Dominic never fulfilled his dream  

of becoming a priest. He died at the age  

of 14. Saint Dominic Savio is the patron saint of  Choirboys and Juvenile Delinquents. 

March 11. 

SAINT JOHN OGILVIE 

A convert from Calvinism, Saint John 

Ogilvie joined the Jesuits and was or-

dained to the priesthood. Doing secret 

ministry in Scotland, Saint John was  

arrested and tortured for a number of 

days before being martyred on March 10,  

1615. He became the first Scottish saint post-Reformation. 

March 12. 

BLESSED ANGELA SALAWA 

Blessed Angela Salawa was a maid for 

many years, and eventually became a 

Secular Franciscan who worked with 

wounded and sick soldiers during World 

War I. Abandoned by everyone before  

her death, she died on March 12, 1922.  

 

Not Just a Set of Rules 

The law of God is our strength. It challenges us to 

establish a right order with God (the first three 

commandments) and with our fellow human beings 

(the last seven commandments). Our sins are signs of 

weakness that we must overcome. 

“Christ is the power of God”; his weakness is more 

powerful than our strength. Our dying with Christ 

in Lent is an identification with the power of Christ 

crucified. 

Our calling, then, is to be strong, not weak. The com-

mandments represent not just a set of rules but an 

ideal of a social order for which we are to give our lives, 

as Christ did on the cross. 

We cannot stand by idly as the world rides rough-

shod over the ideal established by God’s law. We 

must be strong. We must overthrow injustice, just 

as Jesus overturned the tables of the money-changers. 

The oppressors of people and their evil systems 

must arouse our anger. “Get them out of here!” 
 

— Gerald Darring  

Diapers Are a Necessity! 

Joe Simoneau’s legacy continues on through the gen-

erosity of Knights of Columbus Council #1680 and the 

parishioners of Saint Boniface. Several years ago Joe 

connected St. Boniface to Care Net Pregnancy Resource 

Center in Fitchburg and they have been avid supporters 

ever since. Shown here is Peter Bak delivering 3,000+ 

diapers to the center for distribution. 



A New Temple 

Those who follow the Church’s guidelines and apply his-

torical-critical methods in interpreting the Bible expect to 

discover more than one layer of tradition in various texts. 

In today’s Gospel, the word “remembered” or “recalled”  

(see Jn 2:17 and 22) is a technical term used by John to 

describe the process by which the community of believers 

gradually came to view Jesus as the fulfillment of Scripture 

after his resurrection. 

Thus, verses 17 and 22 do not describe on-the-spot  

responses of Jesus’ immediate followers but rather the 

evangelist’s interpretation of the event more than sixty 

years after the fact. 

Prophetic Action 

Jesus’ “cleansing of the Temple” is the obvious “historical” 

event that John describes. All the evangelists report it, but 

the Synoptics place it just prior to Jesus’ trial, making it 

the more proximate cause of Jesus’ death. John locates it 

much earlier in the ministry because he has made the rais-

ing of Lazarus from the dead the more proximate cause of 

Jesus’ death. Scholars think the Synoptic version is histori-

cally more likely. 

Granting that this is a historical event, how did Jesus’ con-

temporaries perceive and interpret what he was doing and 

saying? Roman denarii and Attic drachmas bore pagan or 

imperial portraits and were unacceptable in paying the 

Temple tax (see Mt 17:27). Moneychangers performed a 

necessary service by exchanging these coins for accept-

able coins of Tyre. 

Animals, too, were necessary for sacrifice, but it seems the 

danger of an escaped animal entering the holy of holies 

was a risk originally avoided by keeping them outside the 

Temple precincts. It was likely Caiaphas who introduced 

them into the Temple precincts. 

If Jesus’ contemporaries perceived abuses or potential 

abuses in these activities, then Jesus the prophet is 

clearly viewed as performing a “prophetic symbolic 

action” after the fashion of Jeremiah (7:11) and Ezekiel. 

Such an action actually sets in motion the judgment 

spoken by the prophet. “Stop making the house of my 

Father a house of marketing!” 

Body and Community 

The second historical question in this scene concerns Je-

sus’ authority. “What sign can you show us for doing this?” 

This is a legitimate concern for those responsible for 

proper Temple behavior. Jesus’ answer, however, is totally 

unintelligible in historical context. In fact it is absurd. 

“Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.” 

The actual historical reconstruction of the Temple was be-

gun by Herod the Great around 20 B.C.E. and completed 

around 62 C.E. 

Jesus’ original audience would have interpreted Jesus’ 

claim symbolically, quite in line with his identity as a 

prophet who is cleansing the Temple. For them, Jesus re-

fers to a spiritual or messianic renewal of the Temple and 

its function. Such a hope continued even after the destruc-

tion of the Herodian Temple and is echoed in the four-

teenth of the Eighteen Benedictions recited in the syna-

gogue. This benediction combines the expectation of a 

rebuilt Temple with the hope of a coming Messiah. 

That John identifies the risen body of Jesus (Jn 2:21) rather 

than the community as the new Temple is culturally star-

tling. From a purely Mediterranean cultural perspective, 

this individualistic interpretation could be the conse-

quence of his group’s distrust of all other groups. 

From a faith perspective, John says it all came clear after 

the resurrection (Jn 2:22). How do culture and faith 

(understood as loyalty) relate to each other? 

— by John J. Pilch  

THE WORCESTER DIOCESAN CATHOLIC MEN’S CONFERENCE 

Saturday March 20, 2021 • A Remote and Interactive Conference 

www.firstmensconf.org 

For twenty years, the Conference has played an important role in the lives of Catholic men throughout our community –  

and we are determined that this good work continues, especially in these pandemic-challenged times. To that end, the 

2021 Conference Team has developed a plan that is safe and rewarding for all. Here is how it will work: 

On March 20 at multiple Covid-safe host locations, conference attendees will meet and share fellowship with a limited 

number of others. Through internet access they’ll be able to view featured speaker presentations, join a Q&A session 

after each talk, interact in real time with our vendors, and attend the closing Mass with Bishop McManus at 4:00 p.m. 

For more information contact Claude Poirier at 978-660-3202 or email him at claudelsa@yahoo.com. 



     “Keep my commandments.”  (John 14:15)  

IMPERATIVES OF FAITH 

If you think about it, the commandments seem almost a 

strange, outmoded language. One of my ethics students, 

in fact, somewhat facetiously, numbered among his re-

vised “commandments for America”: “Thou shalt not   

commit adultery without a condom.” 

We are a people given to exceptions and excuses. Context, 

individuality, personal choice, and private fulfillments 

dominate our moral discourse. Philosophically speaking, 

we are a nation of utilitarians and libertarians. It is no won-

der, then, that commandments that seem to disregard our 

pleasure and instead offer us imperatives seem cranky. 

We bridle at limits. Especially moral limits. Our talk com-

plains of guilt trips and warns us against the tyranny of 

shoulds. But, as is often the case, we caution ourselves 

against the sins we are least likely to commit. Our problem 

is not that we are a guilt-ridden and scrupulous people. 

We are not self-denying ascetics. We are not crimped by 

moral confinement. It’s just the opposite. 

Christianity itself can be seen as a history of making ex-

ceptions to God’s law. 

We resist limits. We bristle at anything that might hold us 

responsible or duty-bound. This not only means trouble 

for those around us, whether nations or neighbors. It also 

means trouble for God. People or countries who delude 

themselves into thinking they have no limits soon start 

thinking they are gods themselves. 

But the United States was not the first, nor does it remain 

the only, example of moral exceptionalism. Christianity 

itself can be seen as a history of making exceptions to 

God’s law. One would fall in exhaustion trying to count the 

exceptions Christians have made to killing: not just the 

most familiar excuses of self-defense and national security, 

but revenge, class, racism, inconvenience, religious intoler-

ance, money, and “to insure our way of life.” And that’s 

just one of the commandments. 

We’re uncomfortable with all of them. We’re uncomfort-

able with law, with duties, with responsibility. 

Admittedly, these concepts can represent an intolerable 

burden; but some of us seem incapable of any apprecia-

tion of any law we ourselves have not cooked up. My  

philosophy students in ethics are at first appalled by the 

moral vision of Immanuel Kant, with its insistence on the 

ethical excellence of duty. For Kant, indeed, the only 

grounds for any moral approbation of a human act was 

the fact that it was done for duty’s sake and not merely  

 

according to duty. He held that our happiness had little  

or nothing at all to do with moral dignity. This is sheer 

heresy for our cultural consciousness. And yet, when you 

reflect upon Kant’s observations, he makes a striking case 

for the nobility of following a moral command for the  

sake of duty. 

Who is more morally sublime, Kant would ask us: the 

spouse who is faithful because he is happy and fulfilled or 

because—even in the midst of difficulties and hardship—

he is true to his duty? Who is truly moral: the woman who 

stays alive because she enjoys living or the one who con-

tinues to live even in pain and sorrow because it is her 

duty to honor the gift God has given her? 

God does not advise us not to kill. God commands us. And 

it is a command not based upon whether we are happy or 

productive, or whether we are dealing with our friends, co-

religionists, good Americans, or the innocent. Yet we all 

make exceptions: the ancient Jewish people as well as the 

contemporary Jewish state, medieval Christians as well as 

modern Catholics, Kant as well as Aquinas. History serves, 

Hegel said, as little more than a slaughtering block. 

There is more than one paradox in all of this. Each of the 

commandments, it can be said, is not some external and 

irrational fiat from an alien God. Rather, each is an expres-

sion of the truth God has made in us. If we worship idols 

or worship our work, if we covet person or property, if we 

dishonor those who have given us life, we not only reject 

the law of God, we destroy what we are. For the duty im-

posed on us by God is not a function of Kant’s pure rationality 

or some arbitrary legislation of a distant deity. It is the duty 

to be true to what we are—limited but loved creatures. 

Jesus, for Christians, is the new law, the law of God en-

fleshed. He is not only “truly God,” our creed says; he is 

“truly human.” His life, like the commandments them-

selves, may be a stumbling block and an absurdity to us at 

times, but we proclaim it, nonetheless, our way and our 

truth. The commandments, all encompassed in the new 

commandment of love of God and neighbor, may seem 

folly, but God’s folly is wiser than human provision. 

We will always struggle with this. And since Jesus himself 

has promised to remain in our midst, we can look to him 

as a healing of our guilt. 

But we should be forewarned. He may come to us with 

words as stern as those he spoke to the people despoiling 

the temple. “You have turned it into a den of thieves.” 

— John Kavanaugh, SJ 



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM, 10:30 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 

 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 

one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage prepa-

ration process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 

those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  
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P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • Fax (978) 345-9482   

www.chaptruck.com  

  

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

http://www.chaptruck.com
about:blank
about:blank

