
The Church of Saint Boniface 

March 21, 2021 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies,  

it remains just a grain of wheat;  

but if it dies, it produces much fruit.  

(Gospel) 



UN-QUIET WORD FOR TODAY 

The Hour Has Come 

“I just got my second shot!” “I have been vaccinated!” 

There is a buzz in the air. The above phrases are being repeated  

in many conversations and circles as people get their vaccines;  

we are all hoping that this is over! We are so ready to get back  

to normal. We cannot wait for that day! 

We have all been affected in some way, form or shape by the  

pandemic. Experts tell us that the consequences will be seen for years to come, but even with that, the Good News of a return 

to our routines fills all of us with hope. The key question however is: can this lowest moment prove to be a turning point?   

Moments of darkness, weakness, failure or desperation can be moments of great change and growth; for instance when 

an alcoholic hits rock bottom and, by the grace of God, manages to turn his/her life around. Can this be for all of us a 

‘turning around moment’? 

The people who have been away for so long (100 years) in the first reading, finally hear the words “go home.” The Lord 

forgives their evil doing and remembers their past no more. Might this be for them the hour that change comes into their 

lives? How must this moment transform their relationship with God but also with one another? 

“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 

Amen, amen, I say to you,  

unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies,  

it remains just a grain of wheat...” (John 12, 24) 

Jesus’ hour of glory has come. It is not a moment of triumph like the world usually relates to us that moments of glory are. 

It is a moment of shame and humiliation. It is an hour of supreme self-giving, but God will transform this hour into an 

hour of glory for Jesus and an hour of grace for us. 

Reflecting on what, for Jesus, was his finest hour will help us to evaluate our lives differently. Looking back on our lives we 

will see that the incidents which seemed to be great failures were incidents which shaped the lives we have now. The 

things that hurt us and the things that helped us cannot be separated from each other. 

To survive the low moment requires a special kind of faith. It involves sowing in tears. It would be unbearable unless there 

was a quiet hope mixed with our sadness: the hope that after the years of struggle will come harvest. This can’t be seen at 

the time. It can only be seen only in retrospect. 

What good can come from this whole experience for us? How will this low moment transform the way we relate to others? 

When we see the pain and frustration of other people, will this be my problem too or just theirs? When we see the glaring 

mistakes and even the sinfulness of other people, what will happen? When we see the dissension and lack of love in our local 

church community, how will we react to this low moment? Can this be ‘the hour’ that has come for us to change or not? 

Create a clean heart in me, O God. (Responsorial Psalm) 

~ Father Anthony 

PALM SUNDAY   Saturday Vigil 4:00PM 

 Sunday Masses  8:00AM, 10:30AM 

HOLY THURSDAY  Mass of the Lord's Supper & Washing of the Feet 7:00PM 

GOOD FRIDAY  Stations of the Cross 12:00PM 

 Good Friday Liturgy & Veneration of the Cross 7:00PM 

EASTER VIGIL   Mass 7:30PM  

EASTER SUNDAY  Mass 9:00AM & 11:00AM 

Please see reservation procedure for Easter Vigil & Easter Sunday Masses on next page. 

The days are coming, says the LORD,  

when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. 

(Jeremiah 31, 31)  



PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 PM in the church, led by 

members of the Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.   

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  

Wednesday, March 24, from 8:00 AM-8:00 PM 

Silence is precious — set aside quiet time with Jesus as a priority. 

 

 Every FRIDAY during Lent

 6:30 PM 

 Learn about and prayerfully remember 

 Jesus' journey to the Cross.  

 Join us on Fridays, or check out the 

 Stations after Sunday Mass. These are  

 powerful visual images of Our Lord. 

CATHOLICISM: THE PIVOTAL PLAYERS 

Please join us Sunday in the Parish Hall  
3:00-4:00 PM 

Come be moved and inspired by Bishop Barron’s video  

series followed by a brief discussion (all Covid19 safety  

protocols will be observed). This is our last meeting for  

this session. 

March 21:  G. K. Chesterton   

A convert to Catholicism, he is well known for his  

Father Brown mystery stories and for his reasoned  

defense of the Christian faith.  

 “LENTEN FISH FRY” 2021 

 Due to the Pandemic, in lieu of our regular Parish Fish Fry, 

 the Knights of Columbus will be selling tickets this year on 

 behalf of Conrad’s Seafood. The owner of Conrad’s has  

 been very generous to us in the past and these tickets are 

 being sold in recognition of that generosity. We look forward 

 to having our Fish Fry back next year! 

Tickets are $16 for an order of Fish & Chips and can be purchased by cash 

or check (made out to KoC 16480) after most Masses during Lent. Thank you. 

MASS INTENTIONS  

Mar 24 

Mar 25 

Apr 4 

 

Apr 14 

8:00 AM 

8:00 AM 

8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

8:00 AM 

Ernie Ouellette, by his family 

Richard Bannister, by Elise & Harry Schofield 

Wilfred Rivard, 24th Anniversary, by Michael Rivard 

Robert Nadeau, 7th Anniversary, by his wife 

Eleanor “Ellie” Mahoney, 4th Anniversary,  

by Sean & Riley Casey 

COLLECTION REPORT 

March 14 

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Easter Flowers 

– Other 

Total 

  

   $   2,459 

 147 

 20 

 35 

 $  2,661 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Give to our parish whether you’re in the pews or 

not! Many parishioners have been making their 

weekly offerings online. It’s secure, convenient 

and easy to make one-time or recurring donations 

at www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

Have you checked this out yet? 

THE VOICES OF SAINT BONIFACE 

These are video/audio interviews of life-long parishioners and clergy 

who share their personal faith and life stories, living and serving in 

the parish community. Our first interviewee is Louise Nadeau,  

our Parish Sacristan. The link is now live on our parish website!  

Thank You! 
SAINT BONIFACE  

PARTNERS IN CHARITY 2021 

Our goal: $22,500 

We raised: $23,250!  

Mass reservation procedure  

for Easter Vigil and  

Easter Sunday Masses  

Please call or email the parish office, or 

sign up on our website, to let us know 

which service you plan to attend and the 

number of people in your family group.  

There will not be assigned seating, but 

we will track numbers. If we exceed our  

capacity of 60 in the upper church,  

additional seating for up to 50 people 

will be available in the parish hall where 

the Mass can be viewed on television. 

Eucharist will be provided to those in 

the hall. 

We ask that you 

contact us with  

your reservation  

no later than  

Thursday, April 1st. 



Saints of the Week 

March 22.   

SAINT NICHOLAS OWEN 

Saint Nicholas Owen was a creative 

builder who helped persecuted Catholic 

priests of England find hiding places. 

Because of his important work, the fact 

that he joined the Jesuits was held secret. 

Arrested a final time in 1606, Saint 

Nicholas Owen was tortured and killed.  

March 23.  

SAINT TURIBIUS of MOGROVEJO 

Prominent in the history of the Catholic 

Church in Peru, Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo 

supported the rights of the native people. 

He was nominated Archbishop of Lima, 

Peru, by King Philip II of Spain. Not even a 

priest at the time, Saint Turibius protested 

the assignment, but to no avail. He was 

ordained a bishop and sent to Peru.  

March 24.  

SAINT OSCAR ROMERO 

Already considered a saint by the people 

of El Salvador and elsewhere, Oscar  

Romero was recognized as a martyr for 

the faith in 2015. The time when he was 

Archbishop of San Salvador was a period 

of civil unrest and great government-

sponsored violence. The voice of the  

Gospel, Saint Oscar Romero spoke out  

for justice.  

March 25. 

ANNUNCIATION of the LORD 

Some people consider today the 

feast of the Incarnation of Jesus—

instead of Christmas—since it is 

today that we celebrate the Second 

Person of the Blessed Trinity be-

coming flesh in the womb of the 

Virgin Mary. However, one of the 

main emphases of this feast is the  

"fiat" by which Mary agreed to be- 

come the Mother of God. Let it be. 

March 26. 

SAINT CATHERINE of GENOA 

Saint Catherine of Genoa wanted to be a 

nun, but was rejected due to her youth. 

Instead she married, converted her hus-

band to a life of virtue, and together they 

cared for the poor. The Lord sometimes 

has other—and better—plans for us.  

Seeing Jesus 

Some Greeks came up to Philip and made 

this request: “Sir, we should like to see  

Jesus.” They are to find Jesus, of course, in 

the grain of wheat fallen to earth and dy-

ing. They are to find Jesus in the one who 

is lifted up from the earth and loses his life. 

If we should like to see Jesus we need to 

look for the fallen grains of wheat around 

us, the sick and impoverished, the abused 

and oppressed. If we should like to see  

Jesus, we need to look for those who are 

losing their lives, the victims of poverty, 

abuse, discrimination, and war. 

What we need is a new covenant, a cove-

nant of love and forgiveness. We need to 

have written in our hearts that we are God’s 

people, that we aspire to be like Christ in 

transforming the darkness of the world’s 

pain into the life and joy of Easter. 

 

— Gerald Darring  

 

 

Jesus who came as 

‘Emmanuel’ (God with 

us, Mt 1:23) and who 

promises to be with his 

people until the end of 

the age (Mt 28:20) is 

hidden in those most in 

need; to reject them is 

to reject God made 

manifest in history.  

U.S. Bishops,  

Economic Justice for All,  

1986: 44 

 



Understanding Honor 

Today’s Gospel selection resounds with themes of honor, 

the Middle Eastern core value that lies at the heart of un-

derstanding Jesus’ passion, death, and resurrection. It helps 

bring chapter 12 and the Book of Signs to a conclusion. 

It is precisely through his obedience unto death that he 

honors the Father’s will, and the Father bestows honor by 

raising Jesus from the dead. 

Jesus declares that “the hour has come for the Son of Man 

to be glorified” (Jn 12:23). He then prays: “Father, glorify 

your name!” and the Father responds: “I have glorified it 

and will glorify it again” (Jn 12:28). The word “glorify” be-

longs to the semantic field of honor. It means “to assert or 

declare the honor” of the Son and the Father. 

Throughout the first twelve chapters of this Gospel, Jesus 

has won arguments with opponents, worked seven signs, 

shared impressive and significant teaching with “his own 

people” (Jn 1:11), but they received him not. They denied 

his claims to honor. 

Now Gentiles come to see Jesus and this appears to be 

the reason for his statement that at last he will receive the 

honorable recognition he deserves. The Greek word “to 

see” may also mean “to visit with” or “to meet.” 

In John’s heavily self-interpreted gospel, however, the 

word probably has the meaning “to believe in”; there were 

still many who did not believe in Jesus despite the signs 

he worked. 

Further, Jesus declares that the hour has come. Will he 

shirk it? Will he ask the Father to “save me from this 

hour?” (Jn 12:27). No, for it is precisely through his obedi-

ence unto death that he honors the Father’s will, and the 

Father bestows honor by raising Jesus from the dead. 

The parable of the seed (Jn 12:24) indicates the means by 

which Jesus will be glorified. His death will be the source 

of life for many, actually for all (Israelites and non-

Israelites). Moreover, those who follow Jesus will gain their 

entry to eternal life through death (Jn 12:25-26). 

For this reason, the one who is too attached to life in this 

world will not prove to be as honorable a follower of Jesus 

as the one who prefers life in the world to come. In eter-

nity, the disciple will be with Jesus in the Father’s love, an 

honorable status that nothing on earth can match. 

The “voice from the sky” (Jn 12:28) is yet another indication 

of Jesus’ honorable reputation. In the Hebrew Scripture, 

this is the familiar bat qolor “daughter of the voice” of God 

which addressed the prophets. Some in the crowd think 

they have heard thunder (which was also considered the 

voice of God); others think it the voice of an angel. The 

fact that the audience was not shocked or disturbed, but 

offered instead some of the commonly accepted explana-

tions for this phenomenon, indicates that they were fully 

aware of Jesus’ experience even though on this occasion 

no one else seemed to be participating in it with him. 

The “voice from heaven” is a culturally specific element in 

the Mediterranean alternate state of consciousness. All 

alternate states must be interpreted according to the tra-

ditional beliefs of their respective culture. 

Newspaper and magazine reports, the ones that say con-

temporary Westerners are hungering for more intimate 

contact with the spiritual world, suggest an echo of the 

Gentile request of Andrew: “Sir, we would like to see [or 

believe in) Jesus.” Seeking a broker to establish contact 

with a patron is a common Mediterranean strategy. 

Yet notice that Philip takes the request to Andrew, then 

both seem to lead the Greeks to Jesus. The group-

centered Mediterranean world gives pause to Western 

individualists who might want to “do it alone, on my own, 

thank you very much.” 

Lenten communal observances in many churches, such as 

educational programs or devotional activities, provide a 

golden opportunity “to see, visit with, and come to a 

deeper faith in Jesus.” 

— by John J. Pilch  

Did St. Patrick really drive snakes out of Ireland? 

It is true that there are no snakes in Ireland. Legend tells us that St. Patrick drove them  

away during his missionary journey around the 5th century. For this reason, many images  

depict St. Patrick crushing a snake with his foot. 

But did St. Patrick really drive the snakes out of Ireland? While we know about his impact  

on the spread of Catholicism in Ireland, we don’t know many of the details of his life. St.  

Patrick is also a major symbol of Irish culture, so there are a lot of legends about his life.  

St. Patrick driving the snakes out of Ireland is almost certainly one of those legends. Yes,  

Ireland is snake-free, but most experts believe they never made it to Ireland in the first  

place. But St. Patrick did drive the metaphorical snakes of evil and paganism out of Ireland, converting an entire people to Catholicism. 

That is why the legend persists and why, while probably not literally accurate, it is spiritually true. We should honor St. Patrick’s legacy 

by helping spread the Word of God to those who are unreached.      ~ brought to you by The Catholic Company: www.catholiccompany.com 



Repentance and Eucharist 

A number of years ago I was starting an eight-day retreat 

with more than ordinary reluctance. Retreats had often 

carried a sense of foreboding for me, a journey into truth 

that might just as well be postponed or avoided. The soli-

tude and prayer would make me face myself in ways not 

always pleasant. 

I felt particularly unprepared. I don’t think I had prayed for 

a continuous hour over the previous months. I had been 

neglecting the prayer of the church in the priest’s “office.” 

My work with the sacraments seemed good enough, but I 

had the distinct feeling that I was doing it all for myself. I 

was resentful of people who asked for my help, jealous of 

my time, and ashamed of my self-centeredness. 

The retreat director said: “Great. You’re just where you 

should be when you enter the presence of God.” His ad-

vice seemed like some of that “don’t worry, be happy” 

stuff, and I told him as much. 

  “Well, how does every Mass begin?” he asked. 

  “In the name of the Father ... ” 

  “No, what is the first formal part of the Eucharist?” 

And then it came to me: the penitential rite. “Lord, have 

mercy.” He had reminded me that the acknowledgment of 

sin was the condition for entry into the covenant of the 

Eucharist. 

What is more, I’ve come to see that the admission of sin is 

a constant theme of every Mass. I do not mean the implicit 

willingness to “repent and believe the Good News” when 

we hear the word of God, or the acknowledgment of our 

inadequacy when we offer our prayers of the faithful. I mean, 

rather, the continuing acknowledgment of our sinful con-

dition at the height of the Communion rite. 

In the Our Father, we pray that God “forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who have sinned against us”—a scary 

proposal if you spend a minute thinking about it.  

Whether we forgive or not, however, the presumption that 

we are sinners is painfully evident. It’s inescapable. The 

presider asks God, “Look not upon our sins, but on the 

faith of your church,” immediately prior to the exchange of 

peace. It is a sinful church that chants: “you who take away 

the sins of the world, have mercy on us.” It is the church’s 

priest who prays before Communion: “By your holy body 

and blood, free me from all my sins.” 

The lifted-up body and blood of Christ—drawing all things 

to himself—“takes away the sins of the world.” Our re-

sponse is to confess that, although we are not worthy, we 

are healed at the word of God. 

 

The acknowledgment of our sin is not an embarrassing 

hindrance to God’s presence. It is the prompting of God’s 

law, Jeremiah reminds us, written in our hearts. It is the 

condition of the new covenant itself. It is the reason for 

Jesus’ covenant. “This is the cup of my blood, the blood of 

the new and everlasting covenant. It will be shed for you 

and for all so that sins may be forgiven.” 

There are many things we take seriously about our  

worship—the setting, the music, the preaching—but I won- 

der if we take seriously enough its very ritual words and 

their meaning. The Eucharistic Prayer is incomprehensible, 

actually, if we think we are sinless. After all, it is the re-enact-

ment of Christ’s sacrifice for the forgiveness of our sins. 

Our admission of sin is the occasion for singing the glories 

of God. It is the appreciation of how happy we are to be 

called to the supper. It is the acceptance of the new cove-

nant, Christ’s passion and death embodied in our Eucharist. 

When we take Communion, we take the new law, the new 

covenant, literally into our bodies, our hearts. And the 

promise of Jeremiah is realized in the flesh: “I am yours 

and you are mine. I will remember your sin no more.” (Jer 

30:34) It is as important to remember why Christ died for 

us as it is to remember that he did so. In fact, the paschal 

mystery, as well as the Eucharist, cannot make very much 

sense at all if we fail to understand how much we need 

both. “You have set us free, you are the Savior of the 

world.” (Memorial Acclamation) 

It is impossible to enter the presence of God, whether in a 

retreat or in a liturgy, as self-made men and women. We 

cannot enter the covenant blameless and spotless. Nor 

can we rely upon our good works to make us worthy of 

this covenant. The only contribution we make to this cove-

nant is the acknowledgment of our sin and the trust that it 

is healed by the redemptive power of God’s love. 

If our experience of the 

Eucharist is boring, if our lit-

urgies seem contrived, could 

it be at least in part due to 

the fact that we do not take 

seriously either our sinfulness 

or God’s forgiveness? 

After all, the words “I will  

remember their sin no more” 

are not very liberating or  

exciting if people think they 

have no sins to remember. 

— John Kavanaugh, SJ 

     “I will remember their sin no more.” (Jer 31:34)  



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM, 10:30 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 

 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 

one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage prepa-

ration process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 

those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  

about:blank


P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • Fax (978) 345-9482   

www.chaptruck.com  

  

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

http://www.chaptruck.com
about:blank
about:blank

