
The Church of Saint Boniface 

March 28, 2021 

Palm Sunday  

of the Passion of the Lord 

“He saved others; he cannot save himself.” 

(Mark 15,31)  



GUEST REFLECTION 

Welcome to all of you who join us 

this Holy Week at our Parish!  

Let us know if there is anything  

we can do to make you feel at home  

in this place.   

May the blessings of Holy Week bring 

among you Peace and Joy. 

 

King? Really? 

This Sunday, called “Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion” 

has two halves to it, palms and passion. They stand in jar-

ring contrast to each other. 

1) The palms in the people’s hands, proclaiming  

Jesus’ kingship. 

In the Mass, we are holding palms during the ritual pro-

cession, just as people did who lined the road long ago. 

This opening part of this Mass is more than just another 

historical reenactment, it is a proclamation of Jesus as 

king, the first half of the jarring contrast. 

Does such a total surrender represent kingly action? 

You may never have caught the kingly aspect of this but 

there are multiple clues in the First Gospel (the one that 

takes place before the palm procession). First, he rode on 

a colt, the animal that was used for royalty’s entrance into 

a city. The disciples spread their cloaks over the colt’s back 

as they would for a king. 

Crowds along the way greeted Jesus as a royal hero. They 

spread out their coats upon the roadway, then covered 

these with palm branches cut from the fields. This was in 

order to soften the pathway for the kingly one and to 

keep the dirt off of him. They cried out, “Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord!” 

2) The soldiers, mocking and doing their best to  

destroy Jesus’ kingship 

The Mass itself and its Passion Reading show Jesus’ king-

ship ridiculed and made into a fool’s tale. Soldiers tie him 

up and yell at him, “King of the Jews,” to deride this poor, 

ridiculous captive. They jam a “royal” crown made of 

thorns on his head. They wrap a fake robe of purple around  

him (the color reserved for kings because of its rarity in 

those days). They spit on him. They strike him. They laugh. 

They make a tortured fool out of this great “king.” 

The First Reading had already told us why such torture 

happened. Because the King chose it. The reading says,  

I have not rebelled, have not turned back. I gave my back to 

those who beat me, my cheeks to those who plucked my 

beard; my face I did not shield from buffets and spitting. 

You or I would have cried out, “My God, why have you 

abandoned me?” The Responsorial Psalm says exactly 

these words, and Jesus will say them from the cross. 

Are these the words of a king? Does such a total surrender 

represent kingly action? 

Yes. 

Jesus, king of kings, “did not regard equality with God as 

something to cling to”—for safety or honor or for what-

ever other reason. As the greatest king he emptied himself 

out, became like a slave, obedient even to death on the 

cross (Second Reading). This, in allegiance to God and in 

service of the people. 

The jarring contrast is put to rest because Jesus knew who 

he was, even under the worst duress and strife. He was the 

one who loves, no matter what.  

This is the opposite of greatness as we imagine it. The real 

basis of rulership is service of God’s people, no matter 

what. The good ruler pulls a kingdom together and makes 

it safe, a place of abundance. If a ruler accomplishes such 

a goal, (and in the USA we are experiencing this) no kingly 

suffering could be too great. Palm/Passion Sunday is a 

large scale revelation of kingship’s real meaning. 

Love. 

— by John Foley, SJ  



PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 PM in the church, led by 

members of the Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.   

 

Holy Week Schedule 

HOLY THURSDAY   

Lauds (Morning Prayer) 8:00 AM 

Mass of the Lord's Supper & Washing of the Feet 7:00 PM 

GOOD FRIDAY 

Lauds (Morning Prayer) 8:00 AM 

Stations of the Cross 12:00 PM 

 Good Friday Liturgy & Veneration of the Cross 7:00 PM 

EASTER VIGIL 

Lauds (Morning Prayer) 8:00 AM 

Mass 7:30 PM  

EASTER SUNDAY 

Mass 9:00AM & 11:00 AM 

Please note: reservations are required for Easter Vigil & Easter Sunday Masses. 

St. Cecilia Parish will host a Chicken 

Fricot Lenten Supper (Take Out 

Only) on Wednesday, March 31 

from 4 to 6:30 PM (or until we run out) 

in the Parish Center at 190 Mechanic 

Street in Leominster. Light supper includes 

16oz. bowl of chicken fricot with bread and dessert.  

$6 suggested donation. Proceeds to benefit the St. Vincent de Paul  

Society. All are welcome.  

 

 

 

 

100 MEN CHALLENGE 

Calling all Saint Josephs! 

Update: 1230AM/970AM/101.1FM Emmanuel Radio is halfway to our 

“Year of Saint Joseph” 100 men goal. Accept the challenge to live like 

Saint Joseph for 100 days in prayer and action. To join go to  

1230radio.com or call (508) 767-1230.  

Cindy.dorsey@1230radio.com 

MASS INTENTIONS  

Mar 31 

Apr 4 

 

Apr 14 

8:00 AM 

9:00 AM 

11:00 AM 

8:00 AM 

Ernie Ouellette, by his family 

Wilfred Rivard, 24th Anniversary, by Michael Rivard 

Robert Nadeau, 7th Anniversary, by his wife 

Eleanor “Ellie” Mahoney, 4th Anniversary,  

by Sean & Riley Casey 

COLLECTION REPORT 

March 21 

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Catholic Relief Services 

– Other 

Total 

  

   $   1,767 

 160 

 143 

 209 

 $  2,279 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Give to our parish whether you’re in the pews or 

not! Many parishioners have been making their 

weekly offerings online. It’s secure, convenient 

and easy to make one-time or recurring donations 

at www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

Have you checked this out yet? 

THE VOICES OF SAINT BONIFACE 

These are video/audio interviews of life-

long parishioners and clergy who share 

their personal faith and life stories, living 

and serving in the parish community. Our 

first interviewee is Louise Nadeau,  

our Parish Sacristan. The link is now live on 

our parish website!  

Mass reservation procedure  

for Easter Vigil and  

Easter Sunday Masses  

Please call or email the parish office, or 

sign up on our website, to let us know 

which service you plan to attend and the 

number of people in your family group.  

There will not be assigned seating, but 

we will track numbers. If we exceed our  

capacity of 60 in the upper church,  

additional seating for up to 50 people 

will be available in the parish hall where 

the Mass can be viewed on television. 

Eucharist will be provided to those in 

the hall. 

We ask that you 

contact us with  

your reservation  

no later than  

Thursday, April 1st. 



Saints of the Week 

March 29.   

SAINT LUDOVICO of CASORIA  

The first part of Saint Ludovico of 

Casoria’s life was somewhat “ordinary,” 

but not the second. Having had what he 

called a mystical experience, he began 

establishing institutions for all kinds of 

people in need. He even founded two 

religious communities.  

March 30.  

SAINT PETER REGALADO  

Living right on the edge of some unset-

tling social and ecclesial changes, Saint 

Peter Regalado chose to turn to poverty 

and simplicity to find his path to God. 

Leading a small band of friars, he strove 

to live Franciscan poverty and penance 

more fully.  

March 31.  

SAINT STEPHEN of MAR SABA  

Saint Stephen of Mar Saba, the nephew  

of Saint John Damascene, became ac-

quainted with monastic life at the age of 

10. He wanted to live as a hermit, but his 

abbot limited his solitude to weekdays.  

On weekends Stephen counseled his 

brothers—an arrangement that seemed  

to work for all concerned.  

April 1. 

SAINT HUGH of GRENOBLE 

Hugh of Grenoble proves that you can’t 

run away from your problems—even if 

you run to a monastery. Saint Hugh tried 

it, and the Pope called him back to his 

diocese. Once he settled down, Saint 

Hugh did great things. 

April 2. 

SAINT FRANCIS of PAOLA 

Saint Francis of Paola wanted to live a 

quiet life of solitude. He managed to  

do this in a cave near Paola, but soon 

followers began to gather. He formed 

them into a community which empha-

sized pretty severe penance and auster-

ity. Saint Francis also had a public life 

assisting in the French court.   

Saint Francis of Paola is the patron saint of sailors. 

Making Peace Possible 

An ancient tradition says that Jerusalem 

means City of Peace. Through the centuries 

Jerusalem has been anything but a city of 

peace. It has been attacked, destroyed, and 

plundered on numerous occasions. Today it 

is the eye of a storm that is causing death and 

destruction. 

Jesus rode into Jerusalem to become its mes-

siah. He came not at the head of a conquering 

army but riding on a donkey, the animal we 

refer to as an ass. He came not to play God 

but to “empty himself and take the form of a 

slave.” He came to face rejection: “with that, 

all deserted him and fled.” Mark’s picture of 

Jesus’ rejection is bleak. There are no disciples 

around at the end, no relatives, not even God: 

“Why have you forsaken me?” 

What will it take for us to understand the 

meaning of the cross, how Jesus made peace 

possible by his own suffering and dying? We 

keep thinking that we will bring peace by kill-

ing others in war; Jesus showed us that we 

bring peace by dying for others. 

That earthly peace which arises from 

love of neighbor symbolizes and results 

from the peace of Christ who comes 

forth from God the Father. For by His 

cross the incarnate Son, the Prince of 

Peace, reconciled all men with God. By 

thus restoring the unity of all men in one 

people and one body, He slew hatred in 

His own flesh. After being lifted on high 

by His resurrection, He poured the 

Spirit of love into the hearts of men. For 

this reason, all Christians are urgently 

summoned ‘to practice the truth in 

love’ (Eph. 4:15) and to join with all true 

peacemakers in pleading for peace and 

bringing it about.  

Vatican II,  

Church in the Modern World,  

1965: 78 

— Gerald Darring  



Dying 

I can admit now that when I was young, I hated those 

movies portraying the life of Christ. They were never 

snazzy enough. The miracles were 

never convincing. To top it off, those 

movies always ended in failure. There is 

no way around it. He died. He failed. 

And it was a mess. 

Perhaps that is why I rarely found our 

churches very appealing. In addition to the associations of 

glumness and guilt, there he was, bleeding and broken up, 

for all to see. 

One of the best things about the Forty Hours devotion was 

the fact that, in addition to the incense and the processions, 

the cross, especially the body, would soon be covered. 

Much later in life I would hear reports that the Reverend 

Sun Myung Moon, the head of the Unification Church, as 

well as Ted Turner, found it somewhat strange that people 

would worship a figure who ended up in such failure. 

And that’s what it was all about. I wanted a winner. We all 

want one. And a winner does not end up like the rest of 

us—weak, beyond earthly help, frail, and failing before the 

great force of death. 

Superman had X-ray eyes and could fly. Captain Marvel 

muttered “Shazam!” and zapped defeat into sudden vic-

tory. Wonder Woman, better than the Amazons, could 

take on armies of marauders. But not Jesus. 

I would have rewritten the script. Instead of picking up the 

ear of an enemy and somehow reattaching it, why not 

have Jesus use that power to knock all their heads off? 

Even after Jesus was put on the cross, I thought the army 

could have come in at the last minute. The heavens could 

have opened up and the thunderous 

voice of God would boom: “What are 

you doing to my beloved Son? Take 

that!” Lightning and earthquakes. In-

stead we get this: “My God, my God, 

why have you forsaken me?” 

I chose then to ignore this unpleasantness for years. Easter 

would come sure enough, candy, spring, and all. 

This avoidance reappeared when I became a Jesuit novice. 

I could never adequately enter the mystery of the third week 

of the Spiritual Exercises, the week (or day, as the case may  

be) that concentrated on the passion and death of Jesus.  

Everything seemed to come to a stop. I would wait for the 

resurrection narratives and the promise of the retreat’s end. 

Somehow, over the years, it has all changed. A child knows 

death but not its implications. Most adults do know them. 

When you get right down to it, every death is disaster. 

Death is a total, utter negation of everything that leads up 

to it. Many nonbelievers, in their more honest moments, 

admit the unmentionable: death seems to mock our every 

hope and achievement. 

And after seeing so many loved ones die, whether old and 

frail, middle-aged and struck down by infirmity, young and 

suddenly disappeared, I realize that nothing less than a 

God who would face our death could suffice. 

Could a God truly love and heal us, all so burdened with 

sin and its weight of death, if that God, too, had not been 

filled somehow with sorrow, even to the point of death? 

“My heart is filled with sorrow 

to the point of death.”  

(Mk 14:34)  

— by John Kavanaugh, SJ  

Why can’t Catholics eat meat on Fridays in Lent? 

Have you ever accidentally eaten a piece of meat on a Friday in Lent and thought, “darn!  

I forgot it’s Friday!” 

Well, the rule used to be that Catholics couldn’t eat meat on any Friday of the year. Then,  

through the 1983 revised Code of Canon Law, the United States Conference of Catholic  

Bishops were given authority to require American Catholics to abstain from meat on only  

Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and Fridays during Lent. It is important to note that Catholics  

are still urged to offer a sacrifice on all Fridays, but it does not need to be  abstaining from  

meat. Jesus suffered and died on a Friday, so Christians have always honored Jesus’ sacrifice on Fridays in some form or capacity. 

During Lent, we especially remember how Christ sacrificed his flesh for us. To offer penance for our sins on the day that Jesus died to 

save us from sin, we abstain from “flesh meat” which is meat from mammals and poultry, what the USCCB considers “land animals.”  

The Latin word for meat is carnis, which has only applied to meat derived from land animal flesh. 

So, how come we ARE allowed to eat fish on Fridays? The USCCB explains how fish are cold-blooded animals and do not come from the 

land, so fish is not the same as carnis meat. Also, historically, meat was more expensive and eaten mainly at celebrations and festivities, 

while people ate fish on a daily basis. So, the Early Church was asking people to sacrifice something celebratory during Lent. 

Whenever we have to say no to meat on Fridays, as hard as that can be, it is a great opportunity to reflect on the sacrifice Christ made  

for us and remember the purpose of Lent.                                                        ~ brought to you by The Catholic Company: catholiccompany.com 



Cultural Insights into the Passion 

In Mark’s passion story of the Twelve disciples hand 

picked by Jesus, one betrayed him (Mk 14:10), another 

denied him (Mk 14:66-72), and all abandoned him at his 

greatest moment of need (Mk 14:50). If these intimate fol-

lowers of Jesus were absent for all the events of the pas-

sion, where did Mark obtain the information he reports? 

Some scholars believe that the story already existed in a 

relatively fixed form prior to any evangelist’s writing. Mark 

simply reported what tradition had already formulated. 

A closer reading of the story demonstrates how the Medi-

terranean shapers of this passion tradition intended to 

show that Jesus turned the shameful experience into 

something very honorable. 

Others believe that Mark crafted the story of Jesus’ passion 

and death as an integral part of his Gospel. Still others, 

noting many allusions to the Hebrew Scriptures such as 

Psalms 22 and 69 and the Servant Songs of Isaiah, pro-

pose that the story took shape in liturgical commemora-

tions of Jesus’ death. 

As the early followers of Jesus reflected upon his suffering 

and death, they resorted to the Hebrew Bible for insight. 

This was the only Scripture they knew. 

Very likely a combination of all these elements contributed 

to the composition of Mark’s passion story. 

While traditional Scripture scholarship on the passion  

narrative focuses on the relationship of tradition to the 

creative activity of the evangelist, some contemporary 

scholars look to Mediterranean culture for brighter light. 

Culture offers at least two insights: honor and shame, and 

pain and suffering. 

Honor and Shame 

The Mediterranean core values of honor and shame reso-

nate throughout. During Jesus’ lifetime, no antagonist  

succeeded in shaming him. Jesus successfully protected 

his honor against all attacks. 

By contrast in the passion, a tradition older than the rest 

of the Gospel narratives, Jesus seems to be shamed by 

both his intimate followers and his enemies. 

It is difficult to understand why this master of riposte in 

the rest of the Gospel remains mute in the passion story. 

On the one hand, he wins eminent Mediterranean cultural 

honor by dying with a degree of manliness (machismo) 

which impresses the pagan centurion (Mk 15:39). On the 

other hand, there is no denying that crucifixion was a 

shameful punishment reserved for criminals such as those 

at Jesus’ left and right (Mk 15:27). 

Our Mediterranean ancestors in the faith who understood 

honor and shame perfectly perceived these conflicting 

aspects of the story quite clearly. 

But a closer reading of the story demonstrates how the 

Mediterranean shapers of this passion tradition intended 

to show that Jesus turned the shameful experience into 

something very honorable. 

The woman who anoints Jesus (Mk 14:3-9) anticipates the 

honor that has to be omitted at his burial (Mk 15:46). In 

his agony, the dutiful son honorably pledges to do the will 

of his Father no matter how repulsive (Mk 14:36). 

At the inquisition by the chief priests and the Sanhedrin, 

the “false” charge (Mk 14:58-64) of Jesus’ messianic iden-

tity is an ironic statement of his true honorable status. 

In his meeting with Pilate the procurator, Jesus “the King” 

holds a higher status and therefore behaves with cultural 

correctness in ignoring Pilate, an inferior (Mk 15:2-5). 

Those who mock him also honor him ironically (Mk 15:16-20). 

And the fact that God raises Jesus from the dead confirms 

this honor in a way no human accolade ever could (Mk 

16:1-8). Mediterranean readers see in the passion story an 

ironic pronouncement of Jesus’ true honor. 

Pain and Suffering 

Unimpressed with honor and shame, Western readers tend 

to focus on Jesus’ intense physical suffering: scourging, 

crowning with thorns, crucifixion. 

In Western culture, pain and suffering are experienced by 

the body and therefore should be avoided and eliminated. 

Why didn’t Jesus avoid it? What did he hope to gain by 

suffering? 

In contrast, Jesus and his culture shared the beliefs com-

mon to the entire ancient world since the time of Aristotle. 

The soul, not the body, feels pain and suffering, and there-

fore they can never be eliminated but only alleviated. 

Stoic, Pythagorean, Jesus and all ancient responses to pain 

are based on that belief. By bearing his excruciating suffer-

ing in Mediterranean manly fashion Jesus demonstrated 

filial obedience to his Father. 

— by John J. Pilch  



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM, 10:30 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 

 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 

one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage prepa-

ration process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 

those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  
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P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • Fax (978) 345-9482   

www.chaptruck.com  

  

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

http://www.chaptruck.com
about:blank
about:blank

