
The Church of Saint Boniface 

April 4, 2021 

Easter Sunday  

of the Resurrection of the Lord 

You seek Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified. 

He has been raised; he is not here.  

(Gospel)  



May the Peace and Joy  

of the Risen Lord  

be with you!  

A Blessed Easter  to all! 

Father Anthony & staff  

 

Diocese of Worcester  
Office of the Bishop  

49 Elm street  

Worcester, Massachusetts 01609 

 

Easter 2021 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

Imagine the joy of Christ’s grieving followers gathered in the Upper Room when on Easter the Risen Lord suddenly  

appeared and said, “Peace be with you.” Their joy and peace at Christ’s Victory must have been unbounded as they  

recognized Him in their presence.  

But not all of Christ’s followers shared that joy. Saint Thomas, who was absent, experienced not joy but doubt. Two 

other disciples after hearing of Christ’s Resurrection, instead of immediately joining the others, departed Jerusalem and 

were downcast. Even when Jesus drew near and spoke to them of the Scriptures, they did not recognize Him. Only in the  

breaking of the bread (the Eucharist) did they recognize Him. Only then did they return to Jerusalem to join the disciples  

assembled in the Upper Room and share in the joy of Easter.  

On this Easter Sunday, after a year of COVID isolation, when we seek peace and joy amidst doubts and losses we can 

profitably reflect on the importance of gathering at the Eucharist. As Jesus came to the disciples gathered together in  

Jerusalem so, too, He is most present to us, not in our individual reflections upon the Scriptures, but when the Scriptures 

and Eucharist are celebrated at Mass.  

It has been a long year with necessary and prudent precautions keeping many of us from Sunday Mass. Given the  

extraordinary circumstances of the COVID pandemic, personal prayer, reading the Scriptures and watching the Mass live-

streamed have been prudent choices for many. However, such choices are all inferior to being present at Sunday Mass and 

receiving the Holy Eucharist, which the Second Vatican Council proclaimed as the source and summit of the Church. 

Like St. Thomas and the disciples on the road to Emmaus, it is harder to recognize Jesus, ward off doubts and avoid being  

downcast by the trials and tragedies of life when we are not nourished by the Eucharist at Sunday Mass.  

As signs of progress in the COVID pandemic begin to give way to hope for a return to a more normal life, and as vac-

cines become more widely available, it may be time to begin to consider prayerfully a return to Sunday Mass. Certainly, 

everyone needs to consult family and doctors and use prudence taking into account one’s own circumstances and health.  

Our parishes will continue to require masks and social distancing and employ sanitary precautions. As society moves to-

wards reopening, may the Holy Spirit guide you, along with prudent medical advice, in your consideration about coming 

back to Sunday Mass in the weeks and months ahead. With every prayerful best wish for a joyous Easter, I remain  

         Sincerely yours in Christ, 

         Most Reverend Robert J. McManus  

         Bishop of Worcester  



PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 PM in the church, led by 

members of the Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.   

 

NO WEEKDAY 8:00 AM MASSES April 7, 8 & 9 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED  

Tuesday, April 6 through Friday, April 9 

 MANY THANKS to all the  

 parishioners who contributed  

 to the food and supplies needed 

 for last week’s rotation at the 

North Star Family Services. There were four homeless families in the 

shelter last week. A special thanks to the Whittier family, Buffy Peznola, 

Carol Archambault, Judit Ernst, Murray/Peplowsk family and Autumn 

Tibbetts for making dinner for the families.   

The goal of this campaign is to make the parishes 

stronger because the life of the Church happens in  

the parish—the diocese is as strong as its parishes.   

                                                        – Bishop McManus  

The Legacy of Hope Capital Campaign will provide the solid foundation 

upon which our Church will continue to build and enhance the future for 

Catholics across the Diocese of Worcester. Financial resources are essen-

tial to enable our parishes to continue supporting the journey of faith, 

spirituality and ministry of our expanding Catholic community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MASS INTENTIONS  

Apr 14 

 

Apr 16 

Apr 28 

8:00 AM 

 

8:00 AM 

8:00 AM 

Eleanor “Ellie” Mahoney, 4th Anniversary,  

by Sean & Riley Casey 

Ernie Ouellette, by his family 

John McShane, 2nd Anniversary, by his wife 

COLLECTION REPORT 

March 28 

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Easter Flowers 

– Other 

Total 

  

   $   2,907 

 255 

 254 

 95 

 $  3,511 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Give to our parish whether you’re in the pews or 

not! Many parishioners have been making their 

weekly offerings online. It’s secure, convenient 

and easy to make one-time or recurring donations 

at www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

Have you checked this out yet? 

THE VOICES OF SAINT BONIFACE 

These are video/audio interviews of life-

long parishioners and clergy who share 

their personal faith and life stories, living 

and serving in the parish community. Our 

first interviewee is Louise Nadeau,  

our Parish Sacristan. The link is now live on 

our parish website!  

Word of Life ~ www.respectlife.org 

April 4, 2021  

“Like us, Christ entered the world through  

the womb of a woman. He willingly ex-

perienced the fullness of human suffering. 

He breathed his last on the Cross at  

Calvary in order that He might save us. 

Therefore, ‘God is the foundation of hope: 

not any god, but the God who has a human  

face and who has loved us to the end’  

(Spe salvi 31).”  

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities  

“Respect Life Reflection: Christ Our Hope in  

Every Season of Life”  

(Citing Pope Benedict XVI, Spe salvi © 2007,  

Libreria Editrice Vaticana.  

Used with permission. All rights reserved.)  



Why is the Pieta Protected By Glass? 

Did you hear about what happened to the Pieta in 1972? 

The Pietà is a famous statue by Michelangelo that depicts the Blessed Mother holding her  

son after He died on the cross. It is currently held at St. Peter’s Basilica in Vatican City.  

The Pietà’s display is a little unusual though. It is held in the first side chapel in St. Peter’s  

Basilica, but, unlike most other priceless works of art housed there, the statue is shielded  

by a wall of bulletproof glass. 

The Pieta wasn’t always protected by glass. It wasn’t until 1972, when the statue was  

brutally vandalized that the Vatican had to impose additional protections for this sacred statue. On May 21, 1972, on the Feast of  

Pentecost, Australian geologist Laszlo Toth, who was living in Rome at the time, entered St. Peter’s Basilica gripping a geologist’s ham-

mer. He approached the Pietà and jumped the altar railing in front of the statue. 

Claiming to be the Messiah, Toth charged at the Pietà, shouting “I am Jesus Christ — risen from the dead!” He then violently struck 

the Pietà twelve times. Toth broke Mary’s left arm and hand, her nose, and struck one of Mary’s eyelids. Tourists and other bystanders 

swarmed the statue and pulled Toth away. The damages on the Pietà were significant and required several restoration efforts. Using 

pieces of the statue that had broken off as well as parts of Mary’s back, the Vatican was able to restore the statue to reflect its original 

appearance. From that point forward, the masterpiece was protected behind a glass wall to prevent future vandalism attacks.        

 

Did You Know There is a Patron Saint of Businesswomen? 

St. Margaret Clitherow is one of the Four Martyrs of England and Wales. Born in 1555, she was raised in the Church of England, but 

after she married John Clitherow in 1571, she converted to Catholicism. While her husband remained Protestant, he was supportive of 

his wife’s decision because his brother was a Catholic priest. 

During the English Reformation, Parliament passed the “Jesuits, etc. Act 1584,” which required all Catholic priests either to swear 

allegiance to the Queen of England or to leave England within forty days, or else they would be guilty of high treason. 

Margaret was arrested and sent to prison in 1577 for converting to Catholicism and not attending the Church of England’s services. 

Once she was released, she started a school and harboured priests who remained in England to serve the faithful. In 1584, she was put 

on house arrest when it was revealed she sent her son to study in the seminary at Douai, France. 

When English authorities discovered Margaret was helping Catholic priests, she was arrested again and condemned to death. On May 

25, 1586, St. Margaret Clitherow was crushed to death under an eight-hundred-pound weight. Pope Paul VI canonized her in 1970, 

and her feast day is October 21st. 

St. Margaret Clitherow is the patron saint of businesswomen and is the prime example of a fearless woman who went to great lengths 

to defend her faith. 

For an extensive collection of stories of saints and their impact on the Catholic faith, check out Matthew Bunson and Margaret 

Bunson’s Our Sunday Visitor’s Encyclopedia of Saints, 2nd Edition. 

 

How can I make a good examination of conscience? 

A regular examination of conscience is essential to growing in our faith and strengthening our relationship with Christ. In their book 

The How-To Book of Catholic Devotions: Everything You Need to Know but No One Ever Taught You, Mike Aquilina and Regis J. 

Flaherty explain the importance of making an examination of conscience regularly. They discuss how there are many types of exami-

nations of conscience, including one said before the sacrament of Reconciliation, and an examination of conscience said every day. 

St. Paul emphasized the importance of regular daily examination of conscience, especially 1 Corinthians. St. Ignatius Loyola crafted 

two types of examination of conscience to be said each day: the general examination and the particular examination. When you do a 

general examination, you review your day and reflect on what went right and what went wrong. In a particular examination, you can 

focus on one specific fault of that day and brainstorm how to avoid it in the future. You can make these examinations of consciences in 

the morning or evening, or both. 

Before Confession, we follow an examination of conscience in preparation to confess our recent sins and seek repentance. Before you 

make your confession, ask the Holy Spirit to help you feel sorry for your sins. You then spend some time reflecting on the sins you have 

committed since you last went to Confession. A good way to identify your sins is to follow a guide with questions to ask yourself about 

sins you may have committed, then writing your sins down before you enter the confessional. The Daily Roman Missal provides an in-

depth list of questions to ask yourself before confession. 

Catholic “Snacks” ~ brought to you by The Catholic Company: catholiccompany.com  



Faith 

One can only admire the cleverness of the architects of 

the Lectionary who assigned this same Gospel reading for 

Easter Sunday morning in all three cycles of the liturgical 

year. The evangelist reports the reactions of Mary Magda-

lene (“the body was stolen,” Jn 20:2), John (“he saw and 

believed,” Jn 20:8), and Peter (he observed everything, said 

nothing, and went home with the others, Jn 20:6-7, 10). 

Commentators have long puzzled over the evangelist’s 

parenthetical comment: “Remember that as yet they did 

not understand the Scripture that Jesus had to rise from 

the dead” (Jn 20:9). What could this mean if John “saw and 

believed”? Perhaps “they” should refer only to Mary  

Magdalene and Peter? 

Students of the gospels know that they contain at least 

three layers of tradition, and John’s Gospel sometimes 

contains more. There is no doubt that this story reflects the 

evangelist’s conflation of a number of traditions, which is 

responsible for some of the difficulty in understanding it. 

In these present reflections, we turn for fresh insight to the 

book, Biblical Social Values and their Meaning (Hendrickson  

Publishers, 1993), in which biblical scholar Bruce Malina 

explains that in the ancient Mediterranean world “faith” 

primarily describes loyalty and commitment to another person. 

A faithful person is a reliable person, one who manifests 

enduring personal loyalty or personal faithfulness “no 

matter what.” In other words, faith can be viewed as a so-

cial glue that binds people together in this world. 

It seems clear that this is the meaning John the evangelist 

intends too. 

His community was deeply concerned about loyalty, soli-

darity, and cohesiveness in the face of a hostile world. The 

need for such enduring loyalty to Jesus is evident in the 

frequency with which the evangelist uses the words “faith” 

and “to believe.” 

Indeed, he uses a wide array of synonyms to make the 

same point: “to come to,” “to abide in,” “to follow after,” 

“to love,” “to keep the words of,” “to receive,” “to have,” 

“to see.” 

Thus, the Beloved Disciple who came to the empty tomb 

and “saw and believed” had a different response to the 

experience than did Mary Magdalene (who suspected 

theft) and Peter (who apparently didn’t conclude anything). 

John saw troubling things (an empty tomb, no corpse, 

abandoned wrappings), but remained “loyal, no matter what”  

(= believed). If one accepts this cultural interpretation, the 

parenthetical remark about not yet understanding the 

Scripture can apply even to the disciple who believed. 

American “believers” will find this explanation very chal-

lenging. Because American culture in particular and West-

ern culture in general is so rational, the word “faith” takes 

on the further nuance of requiring a word of authority, 

particularly when the evidence is lacking or weak. 

The fact that there is no heavenly messenger or anyone 

else in today’s scene to deliver such an authoritative word 

makes the Beloved Disciple’s normal Mediterranean re-

sponse very puzzling to an American reader. 

This rational (and non-Mediterranean) dimension of faith 

is so central in American medicine, for instance, that a  

placebo is invariably effective: the person receiving it be-

lieves that the person administering it (even if an impostor 

or an actor) is an authority who is qualified and deserving 

of trust. 

The contrast between the Mediterranean understanding of 

faith and that of the modern Western believer is particu-

larly challenging on Easter Sunday, the central feast of the 

Christian calendar. 

The Beloved Disciple sees troubling evidence but remains 

committed to Jesus “no matter what.” In contrast, Ameri-

cans speak of “rats jumping off a sinking ship,” describing 

a common experience of opportunist friends and allies who 

abandon a wounded or weakened friend in difficult times. 

Today’s Gospel provides a splendid opportunity for Ameri-

can believers to reconsider their occasionally excessively 

rational approach to life and the impediment that might 

pose to “real faith” or loyalty. 

~ John J. Pilch 



Saints of the Week 

April 5.   

SAINT VINCENT FERRER  

We presently have two living Popes, but 

they are not both contending for the 

papacy. That was not the case in the life-

time of Saint Vincent Ferrer. The two con-

tenders both claimed to be the authentic 

pope, and this went on for almost 40 

years. For most of his life Saint Vincent  

“backed” the anti-pope.  

Saint Francis of Paola is the patron saint of Builders,  

Businessmen and Reconciliation. 

April 6.  

SAINT CRESCENTIA HOESS  

The story of Saint Crescentia Hoess is a 

twist on the story of rags to riches. Born 

into material poverty, she eventually rose 

to true spiritual wealth. But not without 

many obstacles, including a number of 

physical ailments.  

April 7.  

SAINT JOHN BAPTIST de la SALLE  

Probably best known as the patron of 

many Christian Brothers’ schools, Saint 

John Baptist de La Salle originally had  

no intention of working with youth or 

founding a religious community. He saw 

himself as a comfortable diocesan priest. 

But God had other plans, and Saint John 

responded wholeheartedly.  

Saint John Baptist de la Salle is the patron saint  

of Teachers. 

April 8. 

SAINT JULIE BILLIART 

Saint Julie Billiart spent many years  

suffering from incapacitating ailments, 

but she never lost her drive to work  

for the Kingdom of God. Her desire to 

educate led her to help found the  

Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. 

April 9. 

SAINT CASILDA 

Saint Casilda grew up as a Muslim.  

Facing a serious illness as a young 

woman, she journeyed to a shrine in 

Spain where she was cured. As a result, 

she embraced Christianity.   

 

Rising to New Life 

“This is the day the Lord has made; let us  

rejoice and be glad.” Easter is the great cele-

bration of victory of life over death. 

Ours is an Easter religion. We do not deny or 

turn away from the evils that surround us:  

the wars that have killed some 100 million 

people in our (last) century; the poverty that 

grips more than half of the human race; the 

hunger that kills millions every year and  

ruins the lives of millions more; the dis-

crimination that divides the human family 

into contending parties. 

We do not deny these miseries, but we refuse 

to surrender to their power because of our 

faith in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Suffering will be vindicated; death will be 

overcome; a new life will arise: that is the 

Easter message of the paschal mystery. 

“Let us feast with joy in the Lord.” Just as 

Christ passed through death to resurrection, 

so too will the world pass through its suffer-

ing to the glory of a new life. 

There is no room for despair: our Easter faith 

tells us that God will “raise us up and renew 

our lives.” 

This is the ‘day which the Lord has 

made.’ Alleluia! Take fresh hope, brothers 

and sisters of the whole world! With 

Christ our Passover everything is possible! 

Christ goes forward in our future! 

Pope John Paul II,  

Easter Message, 1991: 8 

— Gerald Darring  



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM, 10:30 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 

 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 

one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage prepa-

ration process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 

those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  

about:blank


P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • Fax (978) 345-9482   

www.chaptruck.com  

  

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

http://www.chaptruck.com
about:blank
about:blank

