
The Church of Saint Boniface 

April 25, 2021 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Jesus said: “I am the good shepherd.  

A good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” 

(Gospel)  



WHAT’S NEW? 

The Catholic Church in Worcester County is on the move. Every day we do our best to  
live out the mission Jesus Christ left for us; “go out and make disciples” while caring for  
those most in need in our society and in our communities. In January of this year we  
began the Legacy of Hope campaign to help address important and urgent needs through- 
out our diocese. Caring for our retired priests, renovating our cathedral, providing financial  
help to families with children in our catholic schools and providing direct funding to our  
parishes and communities to help with evangelization and social outreach programs.   

A major portion of this campaign will directly benefit our parish and allow us to strengthen  
our legacy here at Saint Boniface, as generations before us did. Legacy of Hope will be one of our main focuses as a parish 
family this spring. However, the potential positive impact of Legacy of Hope will be felt in our parish and in Worcester 
County for years to come. 

To learn more or watch the campaign video, please visit: legacyofhope.worcesterdiocese.org 

The devil has no way to  

perceive love since there are  

no handles on unselfishness. 

Guest Reflection 

Is Greed a Virtue? 

In Sunday’s Gospel Jesus compares the good shepherd to a mere hired hand.  

A good shepherd cares about his sheep. The hired one cares about his salary  

and maybe when he gets off work. 

What is wrong with working for hire, and doing your job even if you do not like the sheep you are tending? I imagine 

that a lot of us are like this about our jobs, out of necessity. We ask, why can’t we work simply for gain? Look at it this 

way. Imagine that there are “handles” on things, poetically speaking. Everything I own—honors that come to me, posses-

sions, etc.—all of this has “handles” that someone could grab in order to wrestle it away. Home, car, looks, reputation, 

career, money saved up for the children’s education, respect from others. Pleasure, youth, you name it. 

We want to keep what we have. We grab the handles tight. Who can blame us? But an ominous power comes into play 

at that point. The forces of greed and evil tell our hearts that everything in the whole world is there just to be grabbed 

for myself and kept. “Greed is a virtue,” these forces say, in fact the only true virtue.  

But there is an alternate way of life. It has to do with love, the kind that the good shepherd shows us. Love says, “the real 

value in life is to receive, not to grab and possess.” All that you have and all that you are is a gift from God. You can open 

your hands and let God pour into them whatever you really need. And if you keep those hands open, you can easily let 

what you have pass on to others, those who are in need. 

Two ways of life: on one side, “Grab and Keep.” On the other, “Receive and Let Go.” The hired hand says the first, the 

good shepherd the second. 

There comes an epic battle between these two ways of life. It is waged on the cross. Evil applies its weapons: it seizes and 

tears away from Jesus everything with “handles” on it—friends, followers, career, respect, relation to God, ordinary com-

fort, slaking of thirst, the ability to breathe, and then life itself. It takes everything. Evil wins. 

Except...There is a fatal flaw in the grab-and-keep philosophy. Since this viewpoint thinks that everything whatsoever has 

handles on it, there is an important reality that it cannot recognize at all. 

Love. Love lets go, receiving humbly, giving humbly. The devil has no way to perceive love since there are no handles on 

unselfishness. The devil has to burrow down to the innermost sanctum of Jesus’ soul, greedy to seize the ultimate prize— 

the reality of God. Salivating for it, unable to hold back, he throws open the tabernacle doors of Jesus’ soul. He finds that 

this sacred space is empty. Completely empty! Present are the quiet stillness of receiving gratefully and lightly letting go, 

but they are without handles. The devil gives up and goes on his way, confident that everything is now his. But it isn't. 

Love wins because it has given everything away. 

Shall we try it this Easter season? With help from the Good Shepherd? 

~ John Foley, SJ 

FATHER’S DESK 



PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 PM in the church, led by 

members of the Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.   

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 8:00 AM  Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 

4th Sunday of Easter — “I am the good shepherd...and I lay down 

my life for the sheep…and they will heed my voice.”   (JOHN 10:14-16)   

When you pray, do you only ask Jesus for the things that you want? Do 

you ever ask Him what He wants from you?  How do you listen for His 

response? Many times Jesus responds in “quiet whispers” that are not so 

obvious. So, take time every day, in silence, to actively listen for His voice. 

VIDEOGRAPHERS NEEDED! 

will train • no experience necessary 

Throughout the pandemic we've been blessed to record and upload our 

weekly celebration of Mass for those who can’t attend in person. We have 

relied on Jeremy Madore, as well as his assistant Ricky Mankiewicz, and 

we thank them both tremendously. It is now time to involve others who 

can give some time to be trained to record a Mass on a periodic basis.  

Teens, seniors, and anyone wishing to make a contribution...learn a new 

skill and serve your church community. All are welcome. 

Join us at the church on Wednesday, April 28 at 7:00 p.m. to 

find out more! 

If you are interested but are unable to attend the meeting, please email 

Tim Murphy at tmurphyesq@aol.com for information.  

MASS INTENTIONS  

April 28 

 

May 8 

 

May 9 

8:00 AM 

 

4:00 PM 

 

10:30 AM 

John McShane, 2nd Anniversary 

by his wife 

Brian Connors, 1st Anniversary  

by Robert & Mary Bourque 

Kathleen Cronin, 2nd Anniversary 

by Dr. Joseph Cronin 

COLLECTION REPORT 

April 18 

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Easter Offering 

– Other 

Total 

  

   $   2,549 

 420 

 30 

 — 

 $  2,999 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Give to our parish whether you’re in the pews or 

not! Many parishioners have been making their 

weekly offerings online. It’s secure, convenient 

and easy to make one-time or recurring donations 

at www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

First Communion Day  

at Saint Boniface is  

Saturday, May 1 

Please keep our candidates and 

their families in your prayers: 

Eleanor Audette Mason Lay 

Sean Callahan Katrina Nvule 

Jackson Champagne Kimberly Nvule 

Leonides Ciampa Aurelia Portillo 

Audrey deBettencourt Anna Sicilliano 

Joshua Dodson Nora Thibault 

Tessa Kasowitz Morgan Wilgus 

WHAT CATHOLICS SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 

CORONAVIRUS VACCINES 

Be sure to read the insert in today’s bulletin for 

information from the Diocese on medical-moral 

questions to consider about available vaccines. 



The Patron Saint of Televisions 

and Computer Screens 

St. Clare of Assisi is one of the  

Church’s most highly-esteemed saints.  

What made her so renowned? 

St. Clare of Assisi is a beloved Italian saint who 

was born in 1193 to an aristocratic family. She 

later renounced her wealthy status to follow St. 

Francis of Assisi’s call to embrace a lifestyle of 

humility and poverty. She spent several months 

at different monastic communities before joining 

other sisters in a small convent at the Church of 

San Damiano. 

St. Clare was the superior of the convent of San 

Damiano while still practicing the virtues of  

humility, charity, piety, and penitence. She cared 

for the sick sisters and took up basic chores such 

as cooking and cleaning. Her devotion to the 

Eucharist was so great that she performed two 

miracles. On two different occasions, Saracen 

mercenaries were about to attack the convent 

and impose a siege on Assisi. St. Clare simply 

showed the invaders the Blessed Sacrament, and 

they ceased in their efforts. These miracles led to 

her canonization in 1255. 

Later in her life, St. Clare became too sick to at-

tend Mass, and she was incredibly disappointed. 

It is believed that one day, she was lying in her 

bed when a large image appeared across her 

wall, as if it were a television screen. The image 

showed her the Mass, so St. Clare was able to 

watch Mass from her own bed and make an Act 

of Spiritual Communion. When the television was 

invented in the 1950s, Pope Pius XII named St. 

Clare the patron saint of televisions and screens, 

since she watched television before anyone had 

likely thought of the concept! 

We honor St. Clare because she devoted her life 

to the wholehearted pursuit of Christ. We may 

not be called to enter a monastery or convent, 

but we still serve others as St. Clare did. We can 

imitate her virtues by visiting the lonely, caring 

for the sick, or doing our menial tasks with love 

and without complaint. 

“Get Fed” is brought to you by  

The Catholic Company: catholiccompany.com 

Other Sheep 

One of my earliest schoolday memories is concern for pagan babies. We would 

have collections or be given little banks for the purpose of saving them one at a 

time. There might even be pictures or names we could relate to, sent to us by 

missionaries.  Some of us wondered what happened to all the countless chil-

dren of the world who suffered, not only for lack of food, but for want of faith 

in Jesus. Limbo was proposed as an answer to our cares. It wasn’t heaven. 

But it was not hell. Small comfort for us would-be lawyers quarrelling over 

equity and fairness in the universe.  

The problem was made worse by Bible history. All those heroes and heroines 

—Moses and Miriam, David and Ruth, Sarah and Noah—assigned to limbo? 

By high school I had uncomfortably added other names, from Socrates to 

Gandhi. And the sophistication of adulthood did not ease the irritation. 

I eventually found myself team-teaching Dante’s Divine Comedy with  

Professor Albert William Levi, a brilliant philosopher, dear friend, and  

agnostic Jew. Although he valued much of what Christ said and did, he was 

not a follower. He appreciated believers but did not share their faith. 

When we came to the last cantos of the Purgatorio and found the “earthly 

paradise,” my graduate students were upset that not only Virgil but Professor 

Levi as well could not pass into heaven. (Levi himself was not as concerned: 

“The earthly paradise is more than I might hope for, and what wonderful 

company with Plato, Homer, Cicero, and Virgil to boot!”) 

Limbo and the earthly paradise, like the notions “baptism of desire” and 

“baptism of blood,” are all responses of Christian piety and imagination to 

the incongruous possibility of innocent millions unsaved by Christ. Peter, 

after all, preaches in Acts that “there is no salvation in anyone else, for there 

is no other name in the whole world given to the human race by which we are 

to be saved.” And we have all been given the word that “unless you are born 

of water and the spirit, you shall not enter” (Jn 3:5). 

But what is the “rebirth”? And how is it that Jesus is savior of the world? 

Must the power of his name be constrained by our own hearing of it? Are our 

sacraments, our words, and our teachings the required condition for salva-

tion, or are they the signs of the salvation Jesus has already won for us? 

The Christian faith itself is a sign of what God does in us, rather than some-

thing we create as a requirement to meet God. We must not confuse the onto-

logical reality of God’s providential love for us with the psychological reality 

of how we receive it. 

Ontologically, there is no salvation outside of Christ. It is only by his being 

the Word made flesh, the Son of God, that we are all indeed made God’s chil-

dren. It is by the fact of God taking our body, dying our death, and rising in 

Jesus that our destinies are forever changed. God now looks upon all human 

flesh and sees the face of the beloved Son. 

Today’s Gospel has Jesus say, “I have other sheep that do not belong to this 

fold.” Could this be applied to all those who are not Christians but are none-

theless open to the fullest reality of Christ? Could it be that the way he leads 

them and speaks to them is through the very movement of the human heart 

itself, which has now been reclaimed by the heart of the Word made flesh? 

 ~ John Kavanaugh, SJ 



From Sheep to Shepherd 

In today’s selection, the Johannine Jesus points to himself as 

the noble shepherd who contrasts starkly with the hireling.  

Five times Jesus the noble shepherd refers to “laying down his 

life” for the sheep while the hireling is frightened by the mere 

sight of the approaching wolf and flees, leaving the sheep to 

the predator. 

The Beloved Disciple is also a noble 

shepherd, but Peter the braggart is 

portrayed as the hireling who aban-

dons the sheep to the wolf. He has 

miles to go before he can be elevated 

to the rank of shepherd. 

The Beloved Disciple 

From the very first moment that he 

appears in the Gospel, the Beloved 

Disciple is clearly special. He is “the 

one whom Jesus loved” (Jn 13:23), 

who is an intimate friend of Jesus 

(reclining at his side, Jn 13:23), and 

who obtains for Peter inside infor-

mation from Jesus (Jn 13:24-26). The modem reader is 

stunned to see Peter dependent upon this disciple for ac-

cess to Jesus!  

As the story progresses, the Beloved Disciple follows Jesus 

closely through his moments of crises to Caiaphas’ house 

and even to the cross. This disciple risks his very life by be-

ing so closely associated with Jesus. Peter, it is true, cut off 

the ear of Malchus the high priest’s servant while trying to 

defend Jesus in the garden, but Jesus ordered him to put 

away his sword (Jn 19:10-11). Peter did the wrong thing.  

The noble shepherd enters by the door (Jn 10:2). The Beloved 

Disciple, known to the high priest, entered into his house 

but Peter stood outside (Jn 18:15). The noble shepherd 

commands the gatekeeper to open the door (Jn 10:2-3); 

the Beloved Disciple, known to the high priest, requests the 

maid who kept the door to open it (Jn 10:16). The noble 

shepherd calls the sheep by name and leads them (Jn 10:3-4); 

at the request of the Beloved Disciple, the maid led Peter 

in (Jn 18:16). At this point in the story, the Beloved Disciple 

is clearly a shepherd, Peter is only a sheep.  

Peter 

At the Last Supper, Jesus washes the feet of the disciples 

including Peter (Jn 13:6-11). Gerard Neyrey identifies this as 

a ritual that is a nonrepeatable strategy for crossing a 

boundary, for transforming status. Baptism is ritual, a non-

repeatable strategy that transforms a nonbeliever into a 

believer and carries the candidates across the boundary 

into the community of believers. 

 

Peter has already proved his loyalty to Jesus (Jn 6:67-69) 

and is already a member of the general circle of disciples. 

In John 13:8, Jesus offers Peter the insider a “part” or 

“inheritance” with him. This is a new “clean” status, a more 

perfect role (in contrast to Judas who is “not clean” Jn 13:2,11). 

But Peter does not fully understand what Jesus is doing. 

Peter’s misunderstanding is more 

fully played out a few verses later 

when he insists that he will lay down 

his life for Jesus (Jn 13:37; compare  

Jn 10:11), and Jesus predicts that 

Peter will rather deny him three times 

(Jn 13:38). Peter will be a disloyal 

coward (Jn 18:17, 25-27), behaving 

like a hireling, before his final, post-

resurrection transformation into a 

noble shepherd (Jn 21:15, 16, 17). 

Only then does Peter repair his 

lapsed loyalty with a threefold decla-

ration of love. Indeed, after the  

Resurrection Jesus predicts Peter’s 

death (Jn 21:18-19) acknowledging that Peter’s earlier 

pledge  (Jn 13:38) will ultimately find fulfillment. 

Nothing in John’s Gospel is as simple as it seems. This small 

reflection on the noble shepherd binds together for con-

trast some key figures: Jesus, Peter, Judas, and the Beloved 

Disciple. In the Johannine community, where the Beloved 

Disciple was highly esteemed, it must have been difficult to 

demonstrate that Peter and not the Beloved Disciple was 

the shepherd of the group 

Peter’s transformation from disloyal coward to noble shep-

herd offers much food for thought to Americans who seem 

driven to put their leaders—secular and religious—through 

intense moral scrutiny. Peter would be the last person to 

throw stones.   

~ John J. Pilch 

Baptism is ritual that 

transforms a nonbeliever 

into a believer and carries 

the candidates across  

the boundary into the  

community of believers. 



Saints of the Week 

April 26.   

SAINT PEDRO de SAN JOSÉ BETANCUR  

Saint Pedro de San José Betancur was a 

Secular Franciscan who founded a hospital, 

a shelter, and a school for the poor in  

Guatemala City. He also founded a religious 

congregation for men. Saint Pedro sup-

ported his work by begging alms.  

April 27.  

SAINT LOUIS MARY GRIGNION  

de MONTFORT 

A priest with a great devotion to Mary, 

Saint Louis Mary attracted many people to 

the faith by his preaching. He lived a life of 

poverty and simplicity. He encouraged daily 

communion at a time when it was not cus-

tomary to receive the Eucharist frequently. 

April 28.  

SAINT PETER CHANEL  

A Marist priest, Saint Peter Chanel worked on 

the island of Futuna. Struggling and having 

little success in his evangelization efforts with 

the local people, Peter Chanel eventually was 

awakened on April 28 and clubbed to death 

in his home. Within two years of his death,  

the whole island had become Catholic.  

Saint Peter Chanel is the Patron Saint of Oceania. 

April 29. 

SAINT CATHERINE of SIENNA 

Saint Catherine of Siena was a Third Order 

Dominican known for her contemplation 

and prayer—as well as her involvement in 

Church and civil affairs. She was named a 

Doctor of the Church in 1970. Saint Catherine 

of Siena is the Patron Saint of Europe and Italy. 

April 30. 

SAINT PIUS V 

Pope Saint Pius V, a Dominican, was responsi-

ble for the implementation of the results of 

the Council of Trent—no easy task. Refusing to 

remove his Dominican habit, he is also re-

sponsible for the tradition that popes wear 

white. His training and spirituality were great 

helps in his efforts to reform the Church.  

May 1. 

SAINT JOSEPH the WORKER 

Emphasizing both the Catholic devotion to 

Saint Joseph and the dignity of human  

labor, work, as our Church teaches, should 

always be for the good and benefit of hu-

manity. Saint Joseph the Worker is our 

model and patron in our work endeavors. 

 

Who Cares? 

The image of the good shepherd is the image 

of a person who cares. He is not like the 

other, “who has no concern.” He takes the 

time to get to know others, and he cares so 

much that he will even give his life for others. 

We belong to a church populated by caring 

individuals who give their lives for others: 

priests and nuns martyred in El Salvador; 

missionaries struggling in the remotest parts 

of the world; peace activists challenging the 

consciences of nations; sisters caring lovingly 

for the sick and dying. 

What would happen if all of us cared, really 

cared, about our brothers and sisters who are 

hungry, homeless, helpless, mistreated,  

victimized, suffering, unemployed, impover-

ished, threatened, rejected? What would  

happen if all of us became good shepherds 

and cared? Wouldn’t the consequences be 

monumental if everyone in the Christian 

community became a good shepherd? 

No one is permitted to disregard the 

plight of his brothers living in dire  

poverty, enmeshed in ignorance and  

tormented by insecurity. 

Pope Paul VI, Populorum Progressio, 

1967:74 

No one may claim the name Christian 

and be comfortable in the face of the 

hunger, homelessness, insecurity,  

and injustice found in this country  

and the world. 

U.S. Bishops, Economic Justice for All,  

1986: #27 (p.6) 

 

— Gerald Darring  



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM, 10:30 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 

 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 

one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage prepa-

ration process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 

those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  

about:blank


P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • Fax (978) 345-9482   

www.chaptruck.com  

  

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

http://www.chaptruck.com
about:blank
about:blank

