
The Church of Saint Boniface 

May 2, 2021 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Whoever remains in me  

and I in him  

will bear much fruit  

(Gospel)  



I am the vine, you are the branches.  

(Jn 15:5)  

Guest Reflection 

Radical Faith 

“Have you accepted Christ as your personal savior?”  How do  

you respond to that question? Uneasily, if you are like me for  

much of my life. The question had seemed far too direct and  

intense. It also struck me as being a bit overdone on the emo- 

tional side. A little extreme. 

“Personal savior” talk suggested the kind of display, seen in Billy Graham’s crusades, that sometimes makes other Christians,  

especially Catholics, rather uncomfortable. “Come forward as a witness that you are claiming Christ as your redeemer.” Then the 

long lines of men and women, coursing through the aisles like blood through arteries, drain down to the stage to make public 

their dependency on the Lord. 

What could be more personal, more intense, than to say, “You are my food and drink, you are my own very flesh and blood”? 

Lately it has become evident to me that such uneasiness is paradoxical. After all, Catholics are a people who have made a 

Sunday, if not a daily, ritual of leaving their pews, proceeding to the altar, and receiving the body and blood of Christ. Perhaps 

we have gotten too familiar with it, but our sacramental Eucharist, our holy Communion, is a most radical, direct, and intense ex-

pression of the conviction that Christ is our personal savior. It is easy to overlook how extreme our dogma and ritual appear to 

others. Just look at the facts.  

We have been so steadfast and insistent on the “real presence” in our traditions that this has often divided us from our 

brothers and sisters in faith who do not agree with the metaphysical category of transubstantiation. We cling to it be-

cause it is our way of saying that our Savior is most fully and truly found in the Eucharist. 

Catholics believe that Jesus Christ, body and blood, soul and divinity, is really present under the appearances of bread and wine. 

We believe it is more than fellowship that we celebrate. It is more than commemoration and remembrance. Something far 

greater than our prayer and action is taking place. We profess that we re-enact the saving mystery of the passion and death of 

Jesus, and this very mystery becomes our food. By receiving Communion we profess that Christ’s saving of us is our sustenance. 

We could not live or survive without it. 

If we believe in the real presence, what then do we actually think takes place in the Eucharist? We hold that the full reality of  

Jesus Christ enters our body. He is our food. He actually becomes part of us and we a part of him. We are thereby reenacting the 

central story of our redemption: that the eternal Word would take human flesh and dwell among us. The One who sent the 

Word now looks upon us and sees within us the real presence of Jesus. Thereby we are saved. We, in turn, look upon each other, 

even the least, and see the face of Christ. Thereby we are sent. 

Now that is intense. That is radical. 

The reception of Communion makes no sense if we do not intend it to affirm that Christ is our personal savior. What could be 

more personal, more intense, than to say, “You are my food and drink, you are my own very flesh and blood”?  

If the sacrament of Eucharist is not taken intensely, personally, and radically, it does not make much sense at all. But if we 

take it seriously, even our scripture takes on deeper meaning. In the fourth Gospel’s account of the Last Supper, we find 

an ever-intensifying invitation by Jesus to root our lives totally in him. He seeks a full union with us, “so that where I am 

you may be too.” He promises us that we will live in him, and he will live in us, just as he lives in unity with the Father. 

“I have given them the glory you gave me, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they 

may be brought to perfection as one, that the world may know that you sent me, and that you loved them even as you 

loved me.” (Jn 17:22-23). In the midst of this prayer for total identification with us, the image of the vine and branches is 

presented as an extended portrayal of our living in Christ for sustenance and fruitfulness. 

“I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, because without me you 

can do nothing.” (Jn 15:5) This is not a tame claim. It is a bold assertion that we have no being, no life, apart from Christ. 

“Live on in me, as I do in you.” 

~ James Kavanaugh, SJ 

FATHER’S DESK 



May is the  

Month of Mary  

Pray the Rosary with us 

every Saturday 3-3:30 

p.m. in the Church.  

PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 PM in the church, led by 

members of the Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.   

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 8:00 AM  Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 

5th Sunday of Easter — “Children, let us love not in word or speech 

but in deed and truth.”  (1 JOHN 3:18) Regarding our Catholic faith, do 

you “walk the talk?”  Do your actions reflect what it means to be a good 

disciple?  Are you an active participant at Sunday Mass?  Are you joyful 

when participating in parish ministry?  Do you give gratefully and  

generously with your financial support to your parish and other Church 

needs?  If not, it’s not too late to start! 

VIDEOGRAPHERS NEEDED! 

will train • no experience necessary 

Throughout the pandemic we've been blessed to record and upload our 

weekly celebration of Mass for those who can’t attend in person. We have 

relied on Jeremy Madore, as well as his assistant Ricky Mankiewicz, and 

we thank them both tremendously. It is now time to involve others who 

can give some time to be trained to record a Mass on a periodic basis.  

Teens, seniors, and anyone wishing to make a contribution...learn a new 

skill and serve your church community. All are welcome. 

If you are interested but were unable to attend the meeting, please email 

Tim Murphy at tmurphyesq@aol.com for information.  

The month of May is a special 

time for Catholics to pay homage 

to our Blessed Mother Mary.   

We pay homage to her —  

contrary to misconceptions,  

we do not worship her.   

As Catholics, we honor Mary.  

Read more inspiring infor-

mation on our website:  

stboniface-lunenburg.org/ 

may-the-month-of-mary 

MASS INTENTIONS  

May 6 

May 8 

 

May 9 

8:00 AM 

4:00 PM 

 

10:30 AM 

Sandra Gioia, 1st Anniversary, by her family 

Brian Connors, 1st Anniversary  

by Robert & Mary Bourque 

Kathleen Cronin, 2nd Anniversary, and 

Daniel Cronin, by Dr. Joseph Cronin 

COLLECTION REPORT 

April 25 

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Easter Offering 

– Other 

Total 

  

   $   2,841 

 120 

 40 

 5 

 $  3,006 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Give to our parish whether you’re in the pews or 

not! Many parishioners have been making their 

weekly offerings online. It’s secure, convenient 

and easy to make one-time or recurring donations 

at www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

THE HOLY FATHER HAS DECLARED 

2021 A YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH 

To deepen our faith, understand the  

spirituality and church history surround-

ing a devotion to St Joseph, the patron 

saint of fathers, we will hold a men’s faith 

sharing program. Our guide will be the 

book “Consecration to St. Joseph” by  

Fr. Donald Calloway.  An organizational 

meeting will be held Thursday, May 20,  

at 7 p.m. in the church hall.  

To sign up please contact Peter Bak at  

774 364 0552 or s.peter.g.bak@gmail.com 



A Catholic American Healer 

Though little-known and under-

appreciated, many American saints and 

blesseds have had a profound impact on 

Catholicism in America. Discover the 

story of Blessed Solanus Casey below.  

Blessed Solanus Casey was a priest who served in 

Detroit, Michigan. He was known for helping to 

heal the sick and burdened through the interces-

sion of Jesus Christ. 

As a member of the Franciscan Capuchin Friars, 

he did small, humble tasks in his monastery but 

would often spend his afternoons performing  

the Anointing of the Sick for ill parishioners. Fr. 

Solanus had great compassion for the sick, and 

through his compassion and personal holiness 

services, healed many people. 

In her book Nothing Short of a Miracle: God’s 

Healing Power in Modern Saints, Patricia Treece 

shows that Fr. Solanus had a great gift for heal-

ing. Early in his ministry, Fr. Solanus’s superiors 

had him record every prayer request he received 

along with God’s answers to those prayers. 

At a young age, Solanus had contracted diphtheria, 

which permanently damaged his voice. He also 

suffered from eczema, which became worse as he 

grew older and required treatment and hospitali-

zation. However, he later spoke of how his time 

in the hospital helped him grow spiritually. He 

offered his sickness up for others’ healing. 

Treece also notes that Fr. Solanus didn’t have an 

answer as to why God would allow suffering, but 

would say to those who came to him: 

“God cares for you; only fear and distrust on your 

part can thwart his good designs.” 

Fr. Solanus gave God credit for every healing he 

performed through the Anointing of the Sick. His 

love for suffering people reminds us of Jesus’ love 

for the lepers in the Gospels. When no one else 

would go near the lepers, Jesus went to them and 

healed them. Now, our good Jesus heals addi-

tional followers in the twentieth century through 

His servant, Fr. Solanus. 

“Get Fed” is brought to you by  

The Catholic Company: catholiccompany.com 

Cutting Back 

The Gospel for this coming Sunday of Easter has the familiar story about the 

vine and the branches. Jesus, vine, is rooted and stable and will always bring 

us all the nourishment we need. 

Maybe you would like to stop there and contemplate such a rich image. Do so 

if you would like. 

Trust the steadiness of Jesus’ gardener hand. Because just beyond it there is 

the small matter of being pruned. To prune a plant is to cut parts of it off.  

Jesus mentions it twice: Speaking as the vine, he says that the Father 

 takes away every branch in me that does not bear fruit, 

 and every one that does he prunes, 

 so that it bears more fruit. 

Ouch. 

If we bring forth no fruit, we “will be thrown out like a branch and wither.”   

If we bear some, we have to be pruned. We lose either way! 

And it seems to be our fault: 

If only I were a better person, if only I had done the right thing, if only the 

world were different, if only I had been dealt a better hand in the game of life, 

or, or, or. If I weren’t so full of guilt I wouldn’t have to be pruned. 

It is all my fault! 

But guilt is a major feature of human life. “Everything goes wrong,” it says. To 

tell the truth, many people take the crucifixion as a direct result of their own 

sins. “I caused this. My sins killed Jesus.” This is not completely false, but it is 

out of control. How could your small sins take down the Lord of the universe? 

So could there be a better way to deal with guilt? 

Yes. 

First, decide whether you are bearing no fruit at all. None. If that is really and 

actually true, then get help from someone, because spiritually you are dying. 

Most of us do bear good fruit—it is just that we don’t remember that we do. 

Second, with that settled, look at what pruning is — a way to make things better, 

make a better plant, a better tree, a better orchard. If you cut tired old branches 

from your Philodendron, for instance, it will begin to thrive again, not wither. 

Pruning encourages new growth and the overall health of the plant or tree. 

Third, seen in that way, you and I do need to be trimmed regularly, don’t we? 

Here is an example. Maybe unconsciously we have been thinking that we 

ourselves are the vine, independent of Christ, not just a branch. The reason 

pruning would help is not that we should be punished, but that it promotes 

health of the whole person, the whole garden, the whole orchard—the 

mystical body of Christ. 

Trust the steadiness of Jesus’ gardener hand. Trust even while suffering. Drink 

in your overflowing share of trust at Sunday’s table of the Lord. Let the Word 

instruct you, let the body and blood of Christ, which was pruned to almost 

nothing, fill you and shape you. 

Then you can say to the Lord with the rest of us, go ahead, trim whatever gets 

in the way! I am not the vine, I am a branch. My job is not to be perfect, it is to 

remain in you, Christ, and to let you do good within me and through me and us. 

 ~ John Foley, SJ 



God the Patron 

In the Mediterranean world, even God needs honor! “My  

Father has been honored [= glorified] in this,” says Jesus, “in 

your bearing much fruit and becoming my disciples” (Jn 15:8). 

The social reality that stands behind this statement is the  

Mediterranean institution of patronage. 

Patronage 

In societies where central government is weak and ineffective, 

people have to look after their own needs. Most often they 

help each other by bartering or trading. When social equals are 

unable to help each other, they must seek someone with 

greater means who is expected to play the role of patron. 

A patron freely chooses clients and serves them by giving them 

goods they are unable to obtain by their own efforts or on 

terms better than they could obtain. The people of Israel 

viewed and behaved toward their God as their patron. They 

considered themselves clients, and key people like prophets 

were considered brokers. In the New Testament world, Jesus 

clearly presents himself as a broker of God the patron who 

heals, sends rain, and bestows other favors upon his clients. 

Vine Imagery 

The imagery of “remaining in” Jesus the “true” vine (Jn 15:4-7) 

which has replaced the former vine, Israel, reflects the normal 

and expected Middle Eastern “solidarity” between client and 

patron, even to the point of the client’s self-effacement. The 

client’s bond with the patron must be single-minded and  

single-hearted. Life itself depends upon it. 

Becoming Disciples 

A client can never repay the munificence of a patron. Instead, a 

grateful client publicizes the patron’s generosity far and wide. 

This is how the patron’s honor is proclaimed, maintained, and 

even augmented. 

 

The broker shares in this honor, too, because the broker bene-

fits every time the patron benefits and vice-versa. If God the 

patron’s clients become disciples of Jesus his broker, God the 

patron benefits in double measure. The number of those who 

proclaim God’s honor continues to grow. 

Now we can begin to understand the meaning of “bearing 

fruit.” Jesus proposes that ultimately this impersonal (patron-

broker-client) symbiotic relationship should blossom into 

friendship (Jn 15:15) characterized by love demonstrated in the 

willingness to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. Jesus himself 

is the model of such loving friendship. 

But the evangelist is writing these words to Christians living in 

the last decade of the first century, under Roman domination, 

and threatened by political harassment and persecution. He 

wishes to encourage and strengthen fearful believers. He re-

calls Jesus’ words “if they persecuted me, they will persecute 

you” (Jn 15:20) and his advice that “apart from me you can do 

nothing” (Jn 15:5). Readers will also remember Jesus’ earlier 

comment: “if [a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies], it 

produces much fruit” (Jn 12:24).  

How does one honor God by bearing much fruit? Pilate con-

sented to Jesus’ execution when Jesus’ enemies warned that 

any other decision would indicate that “you are not Caesar’s 

friend” (Jn 19:12). In the vine passage, John reminds his readers 

that it is more important to remain Jesus’ friend, and to remain, 

through that, God’s friend, than to preserve one’s life. 

What can American believers learn from the Mediterranean 

style of solidarity (vine and branches) lived by their ancestors in 

the faith? 

~ John J. Pilch 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

 

First Reading:  Acts 9:26-31 

1. What motivated Paul to speak out 

boldly? Think of examples of people 

who speak out to bring changes in  

social justice. Name some ways to 

“speak out” using your voice.  

2. What injustices cry out to you to speak 

out frankly, without fear, and to bear 

the courage of your convictions, just  

as the early apostles did? 

 

Second Reading:  1 John 3:18-24 

1. St. John says to “walk the walk, not 

just to talk the talk.” Where do you  

fit on a continuum between walkers 

and talkers? 

 

 

 

2. What would your world look like if 

every day, you performed a kind  

deed for some unsuspecting person? 

Who would benefit from these acts? 

Gospel:  John 15:1-8 

1. And everyone that [bears fruit] he 

prunes so that it bears more fruit.”  

Have you ever felt like you were being 

“pruned?” Explain. At times do you 

have “dead wood” that needs to be 

pruned? Discuss. 

2. “Whoever remains in me and I in him 

will bear much fruit.” What are some 

of the unimaginable fruits to which 

Pope Francis refers that might result 

from this mutual abiding? 

Because he says: “Abide in Me, and I  

in you” (v. 4). He also abides in us, not 

only we in him. It’s a mutual abiding.  

In another part he says: my Father  

and I “will come to him and make our 

home with him” (John 14:23). This is a 

mystery, but it’s a mystery of life, a most 

beautiful mystery is this mutual abiding. 

Also with the example of the branches: 

it’s true, without the vine the branches 

can do nothing because the lymph  

doesn’t flow; they need lymph to grow 

and bear fruit. However, the tree, the 

vine needs the branches, because fruits 

aren’t attached to the tree, to the vine. 

It’s a mutual need; it’s a mutual abiding 

to bear fruit. 

Pope's Morning Homily: Abiding in Jesus, 

enables us to bear unimaginable fruit 

May 13, 2020 



Saints of the Week 

May 5.   

SAINT HILLARY of ARLES  

Saint Hilary of Arles was ordained a bishop 

at age 29. He suffered because of his  

young age, but managed to be an effective 

prelate before his death at age 49. He also 

set a good example for his diocese by living  

simply and working hard.  

May 6.  

SAINTS MARION and JAMES 

Two almost unknown martyrs courageously 

witnessed to the world many years ago 

about their faith. Saints Marian and James 

were martyred in the 3rd century, yet their 

deaths still speak to the Church today. 

May 7.  

SAINT ROSE VENERINI  

The death of a fiancé can be traumatic, and 

Saint Rose Venerini responded by joining a 

convent. That is not where God was calling her, 

however. She returned home to care for her 

widowed mother and eventually became a 

teacher, a career at which she thrived. Rose 

also gathered others to expand her ministry.  

May 8. 

SAINT PETER of TARENTAISE 

Have you ever felt like running away from 

your job? Saint Peter of Tarentaise 

“disappeared” from his diocese to an abbey 

where he quietly prayed for about a year. 

Called back to ministry, Peter performed  

his duties to his diocese well, focusing his 

energies on the poor.  

May 9. 

SAINT JOHN of AVILA 

Saint John of Avila had some impressive 

friends — Francis Borgia, Ignatius of Loyola, 

John of the Cross, Teresa of Avila — to name 

just a few. These saints, along with John, were 

all part of a reform of the Church in Spain. 

Little did they know at the time the holiness  

of their group.  

May 1. 

SAINT DAMIEN de VEUSTER 

Saint Damien de Veuster became so well 

known for his work among the lepers in 

Hawaii that Moloka’i almost became his 

surname. Dedicating his life to those  

suffering from Hansen's disease, Damien 

made the world aware of their plight. He 

succumbed to the disease and died in 1889. 

 

 

 

 

                          The Vine 

                              The heart of Christian  

                  community is the person of Jesus 

Christ. Jesus is the vine; we are the branches. 

Living within the vine, we “will produce abun-

dantly.” Separated from it, we are, “a withered, 

rejected branch which can do nothing.” 

The commandment that binds together this 

community is twofold: to believe in Jesus and 

to “love one another as he commanded us.” 

When following this commandment of faith 

and love, “we are at peace before him.” Such a 

community of faith, love and peace is possible, 

and Luke assures us that “throughout all Judea, 

Galilee and Samaria the church was at peace.” 

Our world is not at peace; there is war and 

division everywhere. For our Church to speak 

peace to this world, it will have to be a peace-

ful community. There must be that faith in, 

and reliance on Jesus, and there must also be 

that love for one another. The world must be 

able to look at us and say that we are at 

peace. Only then will our message of peace 

get through to others. 

That the Church may really be the  

sign of that solidarity which the  

family of nations desires, it should 

show in its own life greater  

cooperation between the Churches  

of rich and poor regions through  

spiritual communion and division  

of human and material resources. 

Synod of Bishops, Justice in the World, 

1971: 59 

— Gerald Darring  



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM, 10:30 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 

 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 

one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage prepa-

ration process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 

those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  

about:blank


P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • Fax (978) 345-9482   

www.chaptruck.com  

  

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

http://www.chaptruck.com
about:blank
about:blank

