
The Church of Saint Boniface 

May 9, 2021 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Then Peter proceeded to speak and said, 

“In truth, I see that God shows no partiality. 

Rather, in every nation whoever fears him and  

acts uprightly is acceptable to him.”   

(The First Reading)  



Come Holy Spirit !  

We pray for all our Confirmation candidates 

who receive the Sacrament of Confirmation 

next Monday, May 17th at Saint Cecilia’s Parish 

in Leominster.  

Guest Reflection 

Gone for Good? 

Imagine the emotional turmoil inside the disciples. 

First he was here. Then he was gone. Then he was here again.  

And then he was gone for good.  

Let’s look. 

 “First he was here. Then he was gone.” They had lived with Jesus in his public life and they loved it. They thought it 

would last forever. Not so. Abruptly he was gone. They were not at all prepared for the enormity of his torture and 

killing, the destruction of their lives, of their friend and their Lord. Gone, gone, gone, gone. 

 “Then he was here again.” We know how difficult his resurrection was for the apostles. They doubted it and rejected 

it, even as the women welcomed it with full hearts. He appeared many times and kindly helped his followers to ac-

cept the fact that he was alive again. 

 “And then he was gone for good.” When they had gotten used to his new presence, guess what. The Ascension took 

place. This presented the obvious question. Does the story really end with Jesus being “gone, gone, gone,” ascended 

to heaven? The point of God's taking flesh had been to show how completely present he is to us always, living in our 

material world. So has he now absented himself forever? Are we back to where we started? 

You and I must look for the answer, because it contains the entire Christian reality. We can do it using the readings this Sunday. 

Look upon the First Reading as a continuation of Jesus’ frequent talks about how he will send the Holy Spirit  (Paraclete, 

Teacher, Comforter), after he has ascended to the Father. All who believe and who open their hearts will receive the Spirit. 

Stay with this line of reasoning. What is the Spirit? Is it simply a dose of “grace” that we earn or receive in order to be 

holy? Or that Jesus and the Father sent to give us a break? Or a “help”? Or some kind of power coming from God? 

Listen well: the Holy Spirit is all of these and none of these. The Spirit is: GOD. 

Not just a representative of God, not just a descending dove, not even just a point of fire over our heads. It is the com-

plete, true reality of God. And it is marked forever by Jesus' entire life, death and resurrection. 

This Spirit quietly makes us able to say yes to faith. Not by brutalizing us or overriding us. The Second Reading and the 

Gospel are all about what I call “respectful love.” I define respectful love as that love which never overpowers us but  

always respects our choice(s). Rather than a dictator, the Spirit wants to be a companion in our lives, esteeming our  

being, not contradicting it, bringing out what is most truly our own self. 

So Jesus is with us by means of the presence of his Spirit in us. He hopes we will accept his offer of this Spirit. If we do, 

our souls mingle with God's own reality and we become new flesh for the incarnate God. This is called the mystical body 

of Christ on earth. 

Your reply? Well great, but why am I so weak in belief, so far from Christ, so prone to sin? This Holy Spirit must be pretty 

anemic. No, and again, here is the reason. The Spirit always waits, waits, waits for us to open to Jesus’ life. Jesus is not 

gone, he is inside us, knocking at our inner door. We can say no. But we can also say yes with our lives. 

Through respectful love.  

~ John Foley, SJ 

FATHER’S DESK 

Jesus is with us by  

means of the presence of  

his Spirit in us. 



PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 PM in the church, led by 

members of the Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.   

 

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

Vigil Mass: Wednesday, May 12, 6:30 PM  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Wednesday, May 12:  NO 8:00 AM Mass 

Thursday & Friday, May 13 & 14:  8:00 AM  

6th Sunday of Easter — “This is my commandment: love one  

another as I love you.  No one has greater love than this, to lay down 

one’s life for one’s friends”  (JOHN 15:12-13) Do you love Jesus?  Do you 

consider Him your friend?  Jesus says that if we love Him we would be 

willing to offer whatever we have to Him, not because we want praise 

and glory, but simply because we love Him.  Does your giving seem  

mechanical out of obligation or do you share freely out of love? 

VIDEOGRAPHERS NEEDED! MEETING TUESDAY, MAY 11, 7 PM 

Throughout the pandemic we’ve been blessed to record and upload our 

weekly celebration of Mass for those who can’t attend in person. We have 

relied on Jeremy Madore, as well as his assistant Ricky Mankiewicz, and 

we thank them both tremendously. It is now time to involve others who 

can give some time to be trained to record a Mass on a periodic basis.  

Teens, seniors, and anyone wishing to make a contribution...learn a new 

skill and serve your church community. All are welcome. We will train — 

no experience necessary! Meet in the church on Tuesday, May 11 at 7 PM. 

If you are interested but unable to attend the meeting, please email Tim 

Murphy at tmurphyesq@aol.com for information.  

THE MONTH OF MARY 

May is a special time for Catholics to pay homage to our Blessed Mother 

Mary. We pay homage to her — contrary to misconceptions, we do not  

worship her.  As Catholics, we honor Mary. Read more inspiring informa- 

tion on our website: stboniface-lunenburg.org/may-the-month-of-mary 

Thank you for a decade of spreading ‘Truth for Life’! 

On May 1, 2021, 1230AM / 970AM / 101.1FM Emmanuel Catholic Radio 

celebrated 10 years of bringing the Worcester Diocese the daily Mass, 

Rosary, and many other Catholic programs — thanks to our generosity! 

There is still time to make a tax-deductible gift. Call 508-767-1230 or 

visit 1230radio.com. 

MASS INTENTIONS  

May 8 

 

May 9 

 

May 15 

4:00 PM 

 

10:30 AM 

 

4:00 PM 

Brian Connors, 1st Anniversary  

by Robert & Mary Bourque 

Kathleen Cronin, 2nd Anniversary, and 

Daniel Cronin, by Dr. Joseph Cronin 

Anna Descarreaux, by Josephine Bouvier and  

Carol Stone 

COLLECTION REPORT 

May 2 

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Other 

Total 

Website/ACH April  

  

   $   2,925 

 607 

 13 

 $  3,545 

 $  5,377 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Give to our parish whether you’re in the pews or 

not! Many parishioners have been making their 

weekly offerings online. It’s secure, convenient 

and easy to make one-time or recurring donations 

at www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

THE HOLY FATHER HAS DECLARED 

2021 A YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH 

To deepen our faith, understand the  

spirituality and church history surround-

ing a devotion to St Joseph, the patron 

saint of fathers, we will hold a men’s faith 

sharing program. Our guide will be the 

book “Consecration to St. Joseph” by  

Fr. Donald Calloway.  An organizational 

meeting will be held Thursday, May 20,  

at 7 p.m. in the church hall.  

To sign up please contact Peter Bak at  

774 364 0552 or s.peter.g.bak@gmail.com 



Do Catholics Worship Statues? 

The Bible says to not make “graven  

images and worship them.” So why do 

Catholics have statues? .  

Church teaching is very clear about how Catholics 

view statues. Those who accuse Catholics of  

worshiping statues misunderstand the purpose 

of statues. 

The First Commandment says not to worship 

false idols. In the Old Testament, we see the  

Israelites create a golden calf to worship instead 

of God. This is idolatry. But Catholics don’t wor-

ship statues. We do, however, venerate them. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church explains 

that, in the Old Testament, God allowed the  

Israelites to make certain images to use as sym-

bols to help them point their minds towards 

heaven. The Catechism also explains that we can 

venerate statues and images. However, to vener-

ate is not the same as to worship. To venerate 

means to pay respect, while worshiping is adora-

tion that belongs to God alone. 

Statues and other pieces of religious artwork are 

sacred symbols because they help us raise our 

minds to what they symbolize: God Incarnate and 

all His saints. For instance, a crucifix is a common 

Catholic statue. We don’t pray to a crucifix; we 

pray to Christ, and the crucifix is a visual re-

minder of Christ’s sacrificial love for each of us.  

The Church has a long history of using statues. In 

the early Church, most people couldn’t read or 

write. Also, before the invention of the printing 

press in the fifteenth century, very few people 

had access to books, including the Bible. Many 

were illiterate. As a result, many clergy used reli-

gious art to depict the story of salvation history 

for those who could not read. 

Statues and religious artwork help us focus on 

holy realities, which is why we act reverently to-

ward them. But Catholics don’t pray to statues or 

worship them. The Church embraces statues and 

other sacred artwork as symbols of who we are 

praying to and the salvation we are praying for. 

“Get Fed” is brought to you by  

The Catholic Company: catholiccompany.com 

Who Loves First? 

Harriet and Harry Happyface, hearing the command to love their neighbor, 

went out to do good. And burned out. 

When a British journalist asked Mother Teresa how she could keep on go-

ing knowing she would never be successful in her efforts to meet the needs 

of all those dying in the streets of Calcutta, she replied, “I am not called to 

be successful, I'm called to be faithful.” The perspective implicit in her re-

sponse provides an answer to the burnout problem in a way that is also 

caught in this Sunday’s readings. 

One does not find the power to love one's neighbor simply by applying 

one's energy to service.  

Everyone knows that Jesus summarized the Law of Moses in two com-

mandments, love of God and love of neighbor. Many act as if simply doing 

the second one is the way to do the first. Today's readings help us see that 

loving one another is not simply a matter of neighbor-directed good will. It 

is a matter of attending to the fact that God has first loved us. Though it is 

difficult to directly love God, whom “no one has ever seen” (1 John 4:12; 

John 1:18), loving one's neighbor starts with responding to God's love.  

The Acts reading sets the tone by recalling the time when Peter was drawn 

into mission to the Gentiles by happenings he had to admit were acts of 

God: effects (tongue speaking and prophesying) that required a greater 

cause than his own preaching ability. The whole Christian mission is a re-

sponse to divine initiative. It is a movement responding to God's first move. 

The First Letter of John is straightforward in saying that the first move is 

God’s: “In this is love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and 

sent his Son as expiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also 

must love one another” (1 John 4:10-11). Finally, Jesus’ words in the 

Fourth Gospel tie that divine initiative more radically to Jesus’ laying 

down his own life: “This is my commandment: love one another as I love 

you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one’s 

friends” (John 15:12-13). 

The consequences of this teaching are eminently practical. One does not 

find the power to love one’s neighbor simply by applying one's energy to 

service. One finds that energy for self-giving service by attending first to 

God's self-emptying love. That was St. Ignatius' strategy in helping people 

learn to love God in the Spiritual Exercises. 

Pay attention, he advised, to the gifts of God in your life; that will evoke a 

gratitude which in turn will give you the ability to pass on that love to 

those who most need it. Indeed, that is the point in naming a community 

of Christians an ekklesia (“the called”), a group constituted by the very fact 

that they are responding to a divine initiative of love. The rest is passing on 

what has first been divinely given. This leads to emptying, yes, but not  

necessarily to burnout. 

 ~ Dennis Hamm, SJ 

“Beloved, if God so loved us,  

we also must love one another.”  

(1 John 4:11)  



God the Patron 

John’s Gospel is permeated with the word “love.” In today’s 

eight verses the word occurs eight times! Of particular  

interest is Jesus’ advice that his followers “love one an-

other” (Jn 15:12, 17) “as I love you” (Jn 15:12). How did our 

Mediterranean ancestors in the faith understand this word? 

Each prophet challenged the people to “keep” the covenant, 

to “obey” the commandments, to “perform deeds of justice 

and charity.” 

Generally speaking, “being” is the primary preference in the 

Middle Eastern value system. This means that Middle East-

erners generally opt for spontaneous response to the stimu-

lus of the moment, like children in the market place who 

should respond immediately to cues to dance or mourn  

(Mt 11:16-17). People who don’t respond appropriately are 

considered uncooperative, which definitely does not pro-

mote and solidify group attachment. 

In this same value system, “doing,” that is, calculated and 

planned activity, is a secondary option. In today’s passage, 

Jesus urges the disciples to “keep [ = do] my command-

ments” (Jn 15:10) and “do what I command you” (Jn 15:14). 

A survey of any of the Gospels reveals that he repeats this 

exhortation rather frequently. Why is this necessary? 

In most cultures, the primary value orientation represents 

male choices. For females in the culture, the options are re-

versed. For males in the Mediterranean world, the values 

that regulate activity are “being,” then “doing.” For females, 

the order is “doing,” then “being.” 

 

In his ministry, Jesus sought to invert the order of these  

values according to the needs of the moment. Martha who 

was quite appropriately “doing” (primary orientation for 

Mediterranean women) was directed to imitate Mary’s 

“being” (spontaneous response to Jesus at the moment,  

Lk 10:38-42). 

Here in John 15, addressing his (presumably) male disciples, 

Jesus says “being” (love-attachment to him and the Father) 

is not enough. They must strive to “do” (keep the com-

mandments; do what I command you). 

Throughout the Hebrew Bible, the prophets had to prod 

Israel to similar behavior. The nation believed that simply 

“being chosen” by God sufficed. This conferred honorable 

status. What else was needed? Each prophet challenged the 

people to “keep” the covenant, to “obey” the command-

ments, to “perform deeds of justice and charity,” because 

this was not the normal cultural script. 

The preference for goal-setting and planned activity in 

Western culture, and the corresponding difficulty in 

“hanging loose,” therefore sounds like it is just what the 

prophets and Jesus were after. If they had to preach to 

Americans today, what would the message be? 

~ John J. Pilch 

A Prayer for Mother’s Day 
Mary, Mother of Jesus, we ask you on this Mother’s Day to pray 
for all dear mothers. 
May your Son, Jesus, reward them for all the ways in which  
they have modeled His unconditional love to their children over 
the years. 
May He give them peace of heart for all the times they soothed 
their children in times of trouble or failure. 
May Jesus give them joy of spirit for every time they healed a 
wound with a kiss and wiped away tears. 
We ask you, Mary, on this day when we honor and praise all 
mothers for that unconditional love and care, that Jesus might 
bestow upon them His choicest blessings and deepest love. 

Amen 



Saints of the Week 

May 10.   

SAINT DAMIEN de VEUSTER 

Saint Damien de Veuster became so well 

known for his work among the lepers in 

Hawaii that Moloka’i almost became his 

surname. Dedicating his life to those  

suffering from Hansen's disease, Damien 

made the world aware of their plight.  

He succumbed to the disease in 1889. 

May 11.  

SAINTS IGNATIUS of LACONI 

Saint Ignatius of Laconi spent 40 years 

begging for the friars. He endeared  

himself to the local people and inspired 

them by his virtue. If it hadn’t been for  

an accident, Ignatius might never have 

become a Capuchin friar. 

May 12.  

SAINT LEOPOLD MANDIC  

Saint Leopold Mandic, a Capuchin  

Franciscan, was well known as a good 

confessor and spiritual director. His one 

aim in life was to work for the reunifica-

tion of the Orthodox church with Rome:  

a goal he prayed for but was unable to 

achieve due in part to poor health.  

May 13. 

OUR LADY of FATIMA 

Like the apparition of Our Lady of 

Lourdes, this appearance was not given 

to Church officials, but to children. 

Through them, Mary requested that the 

Church spread devotion to the rosary to 

all the faithful. 

 

 

May 14. 

SAINT MATTHIAS 

Acts of the Apostles records that Saint  

Matthias was selected by the early Church 

to replace Judas Iscariot in the ranks of the 

apostles. We know little more about him 

except that he was a witness to Jesus from 

his baptism to his ascension.  

No Distinction 

The theme of the two readings (First Reading 

and Gospel) from John is love, and in the open-

ing prayer we pray that we might “express in 

our lives the love we celebrate.” The Johannine 

formula, used in both 1 John and the Gospel, is: 

“Love one another.” 

One might interpret this formula in terms of a 

false understanding of the Hebrew law: Love 

those who belong to your group and stay away 

from outsiders. The reading from Acts, how-

ever, makes it clear that we are to love everyone 

without exception, for “God shows no partiality” 

and we are to pattern our love after God’s love. 

The generosity of the Spirit surprised the cir-

cumcised believers accompanying Peter. They 

had grown up believing that God favors some 

people over others. 

They are not unlike people of our day who look 

down on others, regarding as inferior all those 

whom they consider Gentiles” (= outsiders): 

African Americans, Mexican Americans, Asian 

Americans, Native Americans, women, gays, the 

handicapped, the poor. Such favoritism does not 

bind the Spirit of God. 

We cannot in truthfulness call upon 

that God who is the Father of all if 

we refuse to act in a brotherly way 

toward certain men, created though 

they be to God’s image. 

A man’s relationship with God the 

Father and his relationship with his 

brother men are so linked together 

that Scripture says: ‘He who does not 

love does not know God’ (1 Jn 4:8). 

As a consequence, the Church rejects, 

as foreign to the mind of Christ, any 

discrimination against men or harass-

ment of them because of their race, 

color, condition of life, or religion. 

Vatican II, Declaration on the  

Relationship of the Church to  

Non-Christian Religions, 1965: 5 

— Gerald Darring  



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM, 10:30 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 

 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 

one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage prepa-

ration process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 

those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  
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The  

Chapdelaine  

Family 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

about:blank
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