
The Church of Saint Boniface 

May 16, 2021 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

That they may be one just as we are one.   

(Gospel)  



Come Holy Spirit !  

We pray for all our  

Confirmation candidates who 

will receive the Sacrament of  

Confirmation on Monday, 

May 17th at Saint Cecilia’s  

Parish in Leominster.  

Guest Reflection 

Feeling God in Vulnerability 

Sometimes we understand things through their absence. 

The experience of loneliness teaches us about love. Sometimes  

too the more painful the absence, the more we’re opened to  

what we’re missing. The more fierce and raging the loneliness,  

the bigger the cavern for love it creates inside of us. Sensitivity  

also indicates life, humanity, depth, feeling, faith.  

That’s true too for our understanding of God and what it means to draw life from God. If loneliness is what we feel when 

love is absent, what do we feel when God and grace are seemingly absent? And if loneliness stretches our hearts for 

deeper love, what does a feeling of God’s absence create inside of us? 

We feel the seeming absence of God whenever we feel these things: anxiety for no apparent reason, feelings of guilt we 

can’t explain, a helplessness we can’t do anything about, fear of death, a nagging sense that something isn’t right, a feel-

ing that somehow we aren’t good enough, a restless drive to make a name for ourselves, a greedy need to drink in as 

much life as we can, and the inchoate feeling that nothing’s enough, that we aren’t enough, that life isn’t enough, that 

we’re standing on the edge of nothingness. At one level, these feelings can all be explained away as nothing more than 

neuroses, hang-ups, signs of immaturity, lack of robust health, lack of resiliency, over-sensitivity, as signs that we’re weak, 

over-timid, out-of-sorts. That can be true, but sensitivity also indicates life, humanity, depth, feeling, faith. 

What’s alive is sentient, tender to feeling. It’s what’s inanimate and dead that’s never crippled by feelings. To be anxious, 

uneasy, haunted by the unseen, and worried that somehow we aren’t good enough, can also be a sign of being in touch 

with something deeper, namely, of being sentient and attuned to the fact that we’re creatures and not God, and we 

must, therefore, be graced and justified by God in order to receive life and salvation. Catholics and Protestants have used 

different languages to explain this, though, in the end, we’ve both had much the same concept. 

Those of us who were raised Roman Catholics, grew up with the notion of “grace.” For us, the key to living was to be always 

“in the state of grace.” The big worry was to die “outside of grace.” Negatively, we understood grace as the opposite of 

sin. Positively, we defined it as being alive inside the Body of Christ. 

Protestants mostly used a different language (even as they wrote the timeless hymn, Amazing Grace). They spoke of 

“justification,” a concept they took from St. Paul. For them, life ultimately had meaning or not, and one entered heaven 

(or not) on the basis of being justified by God. But what does that mean? “Justification” (which can also be translated as 

“Righteousness”) is, first of all, something inside of God. What? We can only dance around its meaning. 

It refers to a substantiality, a wholeness, a goodness, a perfection, and an immortality that we can’t imagine but can  

partially intuit through our experience of its absence. What are we missing that God has? 

Classical theology defined God as “Ipsum Esse Subsistens,” self- sufficient being. God alone does not need anything out-

side of Self in order to come into existence and remain in existence. Everything else, including every human person, and 

humanity itself, needs someone or something outside of itself to be born and to stay in existence. Alone, all by ourselves, 

we lack a meaning and a goodness that we’re powerless to give ourselves. What we lack is what’s inside God—substance, 

 life, meaning, beauty, goodness, com- 

 munity, love. Only God can give these  

 to us. Classically, for Roman Catholics,  

 God gives them to us through grace;  

 for Protestants, God gives them through  

 justification. Either way, there’s no life,  

 no meaning, and no future outside of  

 this gift. 

~ Ron Rolheiser 

FATHER’S DESK 

Jesus prayed saying: “Holy Father,  

keep them in your name that  

you have given me, so that they 

may be one just as we are one.”  

(Jn:17:11b) 



PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 PM in the church, led by 

members of the Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.   

 

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE  

Weekend Masses will continue with our regular schedule on Saturday 

at 4:00 PM and Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 AM. 

Weekday Masses Wed. 6:30 PM (beginning May 19) Thu. & Fri. 8:00 AM 

7th Sunday of Easter — “Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of 

God, God abides in him, and he in God.”  (1 JOHN 4:15) How strong is your 

faith?  When you have an opportunity to either defend or clarify a ques-

tion about our Catholic faith, do you do it?  Or, do you remain silent so 

that others don’t think you are weird?  Pray for the courage to be strong 

in all circumstances and to joyfully share your witness with others.  

BABY BOTTLE DRIVE 

This year's theme is Freedom.  

“You, my brothers and sisters, were 

called to be free. But do not use your 

freedom to indulge the flesh; rather 

serve one another humbly in love.”   

(Galatians 5:13) 

Please take a baby bottle as you leave church, fill it with your spare change, 

and return it to Saint Boniface by June 27th. All funds raised help support 

this Christian ministry and medical clinic that provides free services to 

mothers and fathers facing unplanned pregnancies. Care Net does not 

receive government grants, nor does it recommend or provide abortions. 

THE MONTH OF MARY 

May is a special time for Catholics to pay homage  

to our Blessed Mother Mary. We pay homage   

to her — contrary to misconceptions, we do not  

worship her.  As Catholics, we honor Mary.  

Read more inspiring information on our website:  

stboniface-lunenburg.org/may-the-month-of-mary 

Thank you for a decade of spreading ‘Truth for Life’! 

On May 1, 2021, 1230AM / 970AM / 101.1FM Emmanuel Catholic Radio 

celebrated 10 years of bringing the Worcester Diocese the daily Mass, 

Rosary, and many other Catholic programs — thanks to your generosity! 

To make a tax-deductible gift. Call 508-767-1230 or visit 1230radio.com. 

MASS INTENTIONS  

May 15 

 

May 23 

June 5 

4:00 PM 

 

10:30 AM 

4:00 PM 

Anna Descarreaux, by Josephine Bouvier and  

Carol Stone 

Thank You for My Life, by Carol Stone 

Lauretta Stanton, by Harry and Elise Schofield 

COLLECTION REPORT 

May 9 

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Other 

Total 

  

   $   3,242 

 170 

 65 

 $  3,477 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Give to our parish whether you’re in the pews or 

not! Many parishioners have been making their 

weekly offerings online. It’s secure, convenient 

and easy to make one-time or recurring donations 

at www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

THE HOLY FATHER HAS DECLARED 

2021 A YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH 

To deepen our faith, understand the  

spirituality and church history surrounding 

a devotion to St Joseph, the patron saint of 

fathers, we will hold a men’s faith sharing 

program. Our guide will be the book 

“Consecration to St. Joseph” by  

Fr. Donald Calloway.  An organizational 

meeting will be held Thursday, May 20,  

at 7 p.m. in the church hall.  

To sign up please contact Peter Bak at  

774 364 0552 or s.peter.g.bak@gmail.com 

Together  

we can  

make a  

difference! 



 

Why do priests burn incense at 

Mass and adoration? 

Love the scent or hate it, incense is a valuable 

part of Catholic worship. 

So why do Catholics use it so often? 

We derive our use of incense from Scripture. 

Psalm 141:2 reads, “Let my prayer be incense 

before you; my uplifted hands an evening  

offering.” Also, in Revelation, John describes 

incense as a symbol of the prayers of the 

saints in heaven. 

Incense has long been a part of Judeo-

Christian worship. In the Old Testament,  

incense was used for worship, and Catholics 

used incense even in the early Church. 

We use incense in the Mass and at Adoration 

to symbolize our prayers rising to heaven,  

and how the grace of the Mass purifies and 

sanctifies us. Also, when the burning incense 

rises into the air, representing our prayers go-

ing to heaven, we’re reminded of the spiritual 

connection as earth and heaven meet in the 

sacrifice of the Mass. 

Incense is required for Benediction and may 

be used at certain points in the Mass, includ-

ing during the entrance procession, at the 

proclamation of the Gospel, at the offertory, 

and at the consecration. Priests may also burn 

incense at funerals around the casket to repre-

sent our prayers to heaven for the deceased 

person, and also to commemorate that this 

person’s body was holy as a temple of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Incense powerfully represents what really hap-

pens at the Mass, Adoration, and Benediction. 

The next time you see incense in Church, think 

about how in this moment, your prayers are 

rising to God and He is descending to earth 

to make His presence real before you in the 

Eucharist. 

“Get Fed” is brought to you by  

The Catholic Company: catholiccompany.com 

 

The Contest of Faith 

Love is not easily given. Nor is it easily received. And yet the mystery of love 

is the heart of Christian faith. Its basis is, as the First Letter of John tells us, 

God’s love for us. 

This, for starters, is problematic. God’s plan does not mesh with ours.   

Contrary to our hunch, our primary task is not to do good works but to be-

lieve in God’s love for us revealed in Jesus Christ. Our faith in this love, the 

sixth chapter of John’s Gospel tells us, is our fundamental work. When we 

work to believe in this gift, we accept our salvation. And once we accept it,  

we are empowered and sent to love others. The gist is this: “God loves you, 

Johnny, so be good,” not: “Be good, Johnny, so God can love you.” 

Faith must always resist acculturation, or it will have nothing to say to the 

world or to the culture. 

Messages like this can irritate us, especially if we are self-made men and 

women. We prefer to earn our gifts and grace. Having achieved our salvation, 

we can then compare ourselves to others, those lesser people who don’t make the 

grade, those publicans and prostitutes. We can be jealous of those who seem 

to have more than they deserve—laggards who came in at the eleventh hour. 

An even more disturbing aspect of the gospel of love is that we are supposed 

to give it to other people. Freud, in Civilization and Its Discontents, called 

this notion singularly nonsensical. Even to love one’s neighbor as oneself he 

deems absurd: “Anyone who follows such a precept in present-day civiliza-

tion only puts himself at a disadvantage.” 

The harsh realities of life counsel us that if we love others, they will make a 

doormat out of us. In fact, the realist in us may suggest that Jesus himself 

was made a doormat. Had he used our methods, he would have grabbed the 

world by its neck. He would have mustered armies, enlisted geniuses, and 

aligned himself with bright strategists. He would have educated the elite and 

manicured the mighty. No such luck. 

Praying to the Father, Jesus says: “I gave them your word, and the world has 

hated them for it; they do not belong to the world, any more than I belong to 

the world.” As Christians, we are sent into the world as Christ was sent. We 

are an incarnate people. But the Incarnation is also about realities beyond 

this world and its ways. It is a testimony to truths that extend further than 

the reach of the earth or any culture. This is why the world will hate the 

bearer of Christianity. Or at least it should. 

So it happened in the Rome of the Caesars and the Florence of the Medicis. 

So it happened in Communist Russia and militarized El Salvador (what a 

strange combination of words). So it happens in capitalist America, where 

our young are taught that to follow the gospel is to be an unrealistic goof. The 

world which evangelizes hate will always hate the gospel of love. 

Jesus knew this. He prayed for our strength and our protection: “Consecrate 

them by means of truth—your word is truth. As you have sent me into the 

world, so I have sent them into the world.” 

We would have settled for an easier job. 

— John Kavanaugh, SJ 

“I gave them your word, and the world hated them.”  

(Jn 17:14)  



The “World” 

Back in the Fourth Sunday of Lent in this cycle, we 

reflected on John’s presentation of the “world” as the 

forces that are hostile to Jesus and his followers.  

Today’s Gospel is another example of that sentiment. 

How did Jesus cope with this hostility? How does he ex-

pect his disciples to cope with it? The Johannine Jesus 

prays (Jn 17:1-26) first for his immediate disciples (Jn 

17:6-19) and then for all who will later come to believe 

in him (Jn 17:20-26). 

Communication to God 

Jesus addresses God as “Holy Father” (Jn 17:11), and the 

tone of the prayer reveals the attachment or solidarity 

between Father and Son as well as Jesus’ firm commit-

ment to fulfilling the will of his Father. 

Desired Results 

Jesus asks the Father to protect his disciples in the  

world (Jn 17:11) and from the “evil one” (Jn 17:15), and 

to sanctify them in the truth (Jn 17:17). 

Protection 

In Jesus’ group-centered culture, no individual ever feels 

capable of taking on the “world” singlehandedly. In his 

moment of crisis, Jesus reminds the belligerent Peter to 

put his sword back into its sheath: “Do you think that I 

cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me 

more than twelve legions of angels?” (Mt 26:53). 

As difficulties in the Mediterranean world affect groups 

and not just individuals, so protection must come from a 

group and not just an individual. The group known as 

“the world” is opposed to the group comprised of Jesus 

and his disciples. Engagements between these groups 

have been very difficult, and the Jesus group suffered 

one loss (Jn 17:12) because the evil one is on the “other” 

side (see Jn 6:70; 13:2; 13:27). 

The only way to get an edge on such a powerful enemy 

is to petition the help of an even more powerful ally, the 

heavenly Father (Jn 17:11, 15). 

Sanctification 

The Old Testament tradition urged that God’s people 

sanctify themselves: “be holy, for I am holy” (Lev 11:44; 

19:2; 20:26). Holiness and sanctification involve separa-

tion from what is not holy. 

 

Because the disciples belong to God (Jn 17:9) they must 

separate themselves from the forces that are opposed to 

God (the world). 

Moreover, the disciples are to be sanctified in the truth 

which is God’s word (Jn 17:19). But since Jesus is both 

Word and truth (Jn 14:6), the disciples are to be separate 

from the world so that they can be more strongly at-

tached to Jesus. 

Indeed, they have accepted the word Jesus brought them 

(Jn 17:14) and are thus prepared for mission (Jn 17:18), that 

is, the disciples are now able to share the word with others. 

It is difficult not to conclude that Jesus’ prayer for his 

disciples reflects something of a siege mentality: “us” 

against “them.” There was certainly good reason for this 

feeling in Jesus’ lifetime, and equally good reason for it 

when the evangelist was writing, some sixty years after 

Jesus died. 

The contemporary Christian who would like to draw in-

spiration or guidance for life from a passage like this must 

strive to balance the need for separateness with the ad-

vantage of being open and available to all, even one’s 

enemies. Prayer understood in the cultural perspective 

can be of some help. 

Religious prayer is primarily communication to God but 

the public prayers we hear often seem crafted (primarily?) 

to impress the listeners! Jesus’ prayer in this passage is 

addressed to the Father but delivered within earshot of 

his disciples! How many purposes does prayer serve in 

the life of your community?  

~ John J. Pilch 



Saints of the Week 

May 17.   

SAINT PASCHAL BAYLON 

Saint Paschal Baylon was born into the 

Golden Age of the Church in Spain: the 

16th century. He worked as a shepherd 

where he had ample time for prayer and 

mortification. He eventually joined the 

Friars Minor and served as a brother in 

several capacities. Saint Paschal had a 

great devotion to the Blessed Sacrament. 

Saint Paschal Baylon is the Patron Saint of  

Eucharistic Congresses & Societies, and Shepherds 

May 18.  

SAINT JOHN I 

Saint John I served as pope for about 

three years before he died of maltreat-

ment at the hands of the emperor’s men.  

He had to face the Arian controversy  

and negotiate with the eastern part of  

the empire concerning the treatment  

of heretics. 

May 19.  

SAINT THEOPHILUS of CORTE  

Saint Theophilus of Corte is a saint  

known more by reputation than by facts. 

We know that he was a Franciscan,  

ordained priest, and served at a retreat 

house near Subiaco. Theophilus was 

known for his poverty and his preaching.  

May 20. 

SAINT BERNARDINE of SIENA 

Saint Bernardine seems to have been a 

man with a whole lot of energy. He 

preached, reconciled cities, fought heresy, 

and attracted great crowds. Bernardine 

always traveled by foot, and often 

preached in more than one city on a 

given day. He is best known today for his  

great devotion to the Holy Name of Jesus.  

May 21. 

SAINT CRISTÓBAL MAGALLANES  & 

COMPANIONS 

Saint Cristóbal Magallanes, 21 diocesan 

priests and three laymen, belonged to the 

Cristero movement during the 20th-century 

persecution of the Church in Mexico.  

Martyred over a number of years in eight 

Mexican states, they were beatified and 

canonized together.  

Love and Leadership 

The readings for the Seventh Sunday of Easter 

are about community, and specifically about 

two unifying elements within community: love 

and leadership. Love binds the Christian com-

munity together, for “if we love one another, 

God dwells in us,” and we partake of the unity 

of the Godhead. 

The leadership of the apostles and their successors 

also binds the Christian community together, 

and the story of the choosing of Matthias re-

minds us of the importance of that leadership. 

In 1991 we celebrated the centenary of Catholic 

social teaching, a collection of statements made 

by the most recent successors of the apostles. 

This teaching reflects the love of God and 

neighbor spoken of in the Second Reading and 

the consecration to truth spoken of in the Gospel. 

It is a recognition by those “chosen for the ap-

ostolic ministry” that Christians have been sent 

into the world to work within that world for 

“the unveiling of beauty that is yet to be.” 

The apostles were witnesses to the resurrection 

of Jesus. Their successors continue to witness 

to the action of Jesus rescuing us from the 

deadly evils of oppression and war. 

Catholic social teaching is a powerful and 

liberating message in a world of stark con-

tradictions: a world of inspiring new free-

dom and lingering oppression, of peaceful 

change and violent conflict, of remarkable 

economic progress for some and tragic 

misery and poverty for many others. 

Our teaching is a call to conscience, com-

passion, and creative action in a world 

confronting the terrible tragedy of wide-

spread abortion, the haunting reality of 

hunger and homelessness, and the evil of 

continuing prejudice and poverty. 

Our teaching lifts up the moral and human 

dimensions of major public issues, examining 

‘the signs of the times’ through the values of 

the Scriptures, the teaching of the Church, 

and the experience of the People of God. 

U.S. Bishops, A Century of Social Teaching:  

A Common Heritage, A Continuing Challenge , 1990 

— Gerald Darring  



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM, 10:30 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Mass schedule will remain the same as above for 2021 
until further notice. 

 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (RCIA).  Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST  Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction.  
Children receive First Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION  Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the  
10th grade. For young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish 
at least one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of 
the marriage preparation process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made 
with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  
or Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this  
ministry of those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish 
Hall on the first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights 
should contact Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or 
email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  

about:blank


  

 

 

The  

Chapdelaine  

Family 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

about:blank
about:blank

