
The Church of Saint Boniface 

May 30, 2021 

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 

“…you must now know, and fix in your heart, that the LORD is God  

in the heavens above and on earth below, and that there is no other."  

(First Reading)  



Corpus Christi Sunday  

Next Weekend, June 5/6,  

we celebrate the Feast of the 

Most Holy Body and Blood of 

Christ (Corpus Christi). 

We will end each Mass with a 

procession of the Blessed  

Sacrament and Benediction. 

Guest Reflection by Ron Rolheiser 

Finding God in Community 

Some years ago I attended a symposium on religious experience. A variety 

of speakers made presentations on how they tried to experience God. One 

woman, a professor of religious studies, shared how she spent nearly three 

hours each day meditating, using a strict method for centering prayer. She 

went on to say that, during those periods of prayer, she sometimes felt God’s 

presence quite intensely. 

During the question period, I asked her this: “How would you compare the feelings you have when you meditate pri-

vately in this way to the feelings you have when you are at the dinner table with family or friends?” Her response: 

“There’s no comparison, not in terms of religious experience. At table, I sometimes have nice, secular experiences, but in 

prayer I really meet God!” I’m both pagan and Christian enough to have reservations about that answer, not because I 

doubt the power or importance of private prayer, we could all use more of it, but because of what such an answer says 

about God and our experience of God. What’s at issue here? 

Someone, I think it was Buckminster Fuller, once said: “God is a verb not a noun.” At one level that statement is danger-

ously false. At another, however, it affirms something very important and Christian about our relationship to God, namely, 

that God is not, first of all, a formula, a dogma, a creedal statement, or a metaphysics that demands our assent. God is a 

flow of living relationships, a trinity, a family of life that we can enter, taste, breathe within, and let flow through us. 

“God is love,” scripture says, “and whoever abides in love abides in God and God abides in him or her.” Too often, we 

miss what that means because we tend to romanticize love. We’ve all heard this passage read at weddings; appropriate 

surely, but, within that circumstance, all too-misunderstood for it is pictured as romantic love, as falling-in-love, wonder-

ful and holy though this may be. Thus, at a wedding, we can easily miss the sense of what this text means. 

It might best be rendered this way: “God is community, family, parish, friendship, hospitality and whoever abides in these 

abides in God and God abides in him or her.” God is a trinity, a flow of relationships among persons. If this is true, and 

scripture assures us that it is, then the realities of dealing with each other in community, at the dinner table, over a bottle 

of wine or an argument, not to mention the simple giving and receiving of hospitality are not pure, secular experiences 

but the stuff of church, the place where the life of God flows through us. 

By definition, God is ineffable, beyond imagination and beyond language, even the best language of theology and church 

dogma. God can never be understood or captured adequately in any formula. But God can be known, experienced, 

tasted, related to in love and friendship. God is Someone and Something that we live within and which can flow through 

our veins. To make God real in our lives, therefore, we needn’t sneak off, shamrocks and triangles in hand, to try to some-

how picture how three-can-be-one and one-can-be-three. 

God is a flow of relationships to be experienced in community, family, parish, friendship, and hospitality. When we live 

inside of these relationships, God lives inside us and we live inside God. Scripture assures us that we abide in God when-

ever we stay inside of family, community, parish, friendship, hospitality—and, yes, even when we fall in love. It tells us 

that, since God is inside community, we should be there too, if we wish to go to heaven. Simply put, we can’t go to hell, if 

we stick close to family, community, and parish. 

The most pernicious heresies that block us from 

properly knowing God are not those of formal 

dogma, but those of a culture of individualism  

that invite us to believe that we are self-sufficient, 

that we can have community and family on our  

own terms, and that we can have God without  

dealing with each other. But God is community—

and only in opening our lives in gracious  

hospitality will we ever understand that. 

FATHER’S DESK 

“Go, therefore, and make disciples  

of all nations, baptizing them  

in the name of the Father,  

and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit”  

(Mt 28:19) 



What is our parish fundraising goal? 

Our parish target is to raise $305,000 in pledges. 60% of the first 

$204,000 (approximately $122,400) will go to support the needs of the 

Diocese of Worcester. The remaining funds raised will go to Saint 

Boniface over the next 4 year period. For this reason, we want to 

greatly exceed this marker! When we achieve or exceed our goal, it 

will result in over $182,600 coming back to support our parish projects.  

How will the funds raised by Saint Boniface be used? 

By helping us achieve and exceed our goal, you will be participating in  

very exciting and ambitious plans at Saint Boniface that will help move 

us forward for the next 20 years. These are our proposed projects: 

 Repaving and improving the upper parking lot. 

 Improving and relocating the Preschool playground next to the 

building. 

 Creating new outdoor sacred spaces throughout the campus of  

Saint Boniface focusing on devotional, educational and reflective 

shrines. This would also include a redesign and new landscaping  

of the campus to beautify the area that coordinates with the new 

devotional spaces. 

 Starting a parish mission for Uganda, Africa to support our faith 

around the world. Fr. Anthony is planning a relationship between 

our parish and the Uganda community to help those less fortunate. 

 Forming a student scholarship to assist our school children in 

furthering their education. 

THE YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH 

Men’s Faith Sharing Program  

at Saint Boniface 

Next meeting Thursday, June 17, 7:00 PM 

Topic:  the spirituality of Saint Joseph 

If you wish to schedule a Mass intention for a loved one, please call or email 

the parish office for more information. 

PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 PM in the church, led by 

members of the Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.   

 

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE  

Our weekend schedule will not be changing this summer:  

Saturday 4:00 PM Vigil Mass, Sunday 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM  

Weekday schedule (note change):  Wednesday 6:30 PM Evening Mass 

(no Morning Mass), Thursday & Friday 8:00 AM Morning Mass  

BABY BOTTLE DRIVE 

If you didn’t have a chance to pick up a 

baby bottle yet we have a few left. Stop by 

or call the church office if you are able to 

help. Simply fill the bottle with your spare 

change and return it to Saint Boniface by  

 June 27. Thank you for your support. 

MASS INTENTIONS  

June 5 4:00 PM Lauretta Stanton, by Harry and Elise Schofield 
COLLECTION REPORT 

May 23 

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Religious Education Program 

– Other 

Total 

  

   $   3,031 

 70 

 251 

 10 

 $  3,362 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Give to our parish whether you’re in the pews or 

not! Many parishioners have been making their 

weekly offerings online. It’s secure, convenient 

and easy to make one-time or recurring donations 

at www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

Together we can  
make a difference! 

About Your Pledge  

 During the months of May and June  
we are asking for your pledge amount 
to give throughout the next 4 years.   

 Pledges are not legally binding but  
rather are an indication of your giving 
intention.   

 Your gift does not need to be given at 
one time, but payments can be made 
over the next 4 years either monthly, 
quarterly, semi-annually or annually. 

Use your phone to scan the 

QR code at left and learn 

more about the campaign 

or make your pledge online. 



Coming Home to Mass 
A pastoral letter to the Diocese of Worcester 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

During this past year so much of our life has moved online, to a “virtual” reality, including Masses streamed from 

our churches. However, as much as technology has helped us to bridge somewhat the pandemic divide, virtual 

reality remains virtual and is not the same as being present at the celebration of Holy Mass in person.  

We only have to remember the longing we have felt to be present for a meal with family members or friends for anniversaries, weddings 

or birthdays. How much we have yearned to see them face-to-face. It’s the same with the Mass. As helpful as it has been to stay connected 

to our parishes virtually, it is nothing like gathering in person with our brothers and sisters at Sunday Mass.  

The celebration of the Eucharist is the source and summit of our lives as Roman Catholics. It is where Christ gives himself to us in his 

Body and Blood. Christ is present at every Mass, in his Word proclaimed, in a tangible way in his Body and Blood and in the person of 

his priest. He is present to feed us with Word and Sacrament, to embrace us with his love and to give us the grace we need to face the 

struggles of our daily lives. We hunger for his presence. We draw from the Mass the grace we need to love and we return to it in thanks-

giving to God for all he has given to us.  

In the early Church, when cruel judges condemned the first Christian martyrs for worshipping God they replied, Sine dominico non possumus: 

“Without the Lord’s day, we cannot live.” With the inspiring words of these martyrs, our beloved Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI reminds us, 

“the Sunday Eucharist was not a commandment but an inner necessity…Without [Christ], who sustains our lives, life itself is empty.”
1
 

That is why our hearts ache when we see the pew where a brother or sister used to sit in Church. We must admit that the great societal 

change in our world, and especially in New England, has led to profound changes in the relationship of many Catholics with the Sunday 

obligation of attending Mass. So often Sunday, the Lord’s Day, has been supplanted by “the weekend,” a sort of secular sabbath, a weekly 

break from work set aside for everything from sports to recreation, from shopping to cleaning the house.  

Rest is good. Time for family, recreation and catching up on the practicalities of life is good. However, can any leisure activity inspire us 

to know that we are loved for who we are, or forgiven for our failings or make us stronger as a family? How much more fulfilling our 

lives would be if we would give our hearts to Sunday Mass and allow the Mass to satisfy them.  

Christ waits for you, my dear friends. He waits for you to come home with all your brothers and sisters in the Church, to hear his saving 

Word proclaimed, to join your joys and sorrows to his Holy Cross, and to receive him in Holy Communion, Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity.  

As Pope Saint John Paul II wrote, not so many years ago:  

Do not be afraid to give your time to Christ! Yes, let us open our time to Christ, that he may cast light upon it and give it direction. He is the 

One who knows the secret of time and the secret of eternity, and he gives us "his day” [Sunday] as an ever new gift of his love…Time given 

to Christ is never time lost, but is rather time gained, so that our relationships and indeed our whole life may become more profoundly human.2  

Just think of that. Our attendance at Mass is not “time lost,” but “time gained.” How grateful we now are that we can “gather once again 

to praise God’s name in the heart of his Church, delivered from all distress and confident in his mercy!”3 As a community of faith we 

have been praying for this moment during these many long months of the pandemic. Now our ability to be present personally at Mass 

is a blessed reality.  

With this letter, therefore, I restore the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation, effective on the Solemnity of 

the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, June 6, 2021.  Whether you attended Mass every Sunday before the pandemic, or not for many 

years, I invite you to come home now to Mass which is “a foretaste of the eternal bliss and repose to which we are called and which we 

share, even now, in Holy Communion.”4  

Come home to joy. To the God who waits to embrace you with his tenderness and become the joy of your soul.5  

Come home to hope. To hope that in the present moment at Mass, Jesus will change your life by giving you the strength to love. To 

hope for heaven, where you will “forever enjoy the fullness of the Lord’s glory.”6  

Come home to the Church, to your brothers and sisters, as imperfect and struggling as we all are, but each of us in need of the Lord 

Jesus, joined together with him through our worthy reception of Holy Communion.  

Come home to Mass. Christ invites you and so do I, along with your brothers and sisters in the Household of Faith, the Body of Christ, 

his Church.  

With every prayerful best wish, I remain,  

Sincerely yours in Christ,  

Most Reverend Robert J. McManus, Bishop of Worcester  

______________________________________ 

1 Pope Benedict XVI, Homily, 9 September 2007.   2 Pope Saint John Paul II, Apostolic Letter Dies Domini, no. 7.  

3 Diocese of Worcester, Prayer in Time of Pandemic, 2020.  4 Pope Francis, General Audience, December 13, 2017.  

5 Cf. Isaiah 61:10.  6 Roman Missal, Eucharistic Prayer III.   



Answering your questions about returning 

to Mass in the Diocese of Worcester 

1. Did Governor Baker lift the use of masks and other  

 restrictions in churches, too? As of May 29, 2021 fully  

 vaccinated people are no longer required to wear masks or  

 physically distance from others in our parishes, as in other 

 public settings. This applies to attending Mass as well as  

 other parish activities, but does not apply to schools and  

 not to the office spaces. 

2.  Will someone be checking whether I was officially  

vaccinated? We are not policing our parishioners. This is  

an honor system and we pray that people will be honest  

and avoid participating unmasked near other parishioners  

if they have not been vaccinated. 

3.  What if I am not yet vaccinated? How can I safely  

return to Mass? You should continue to attend Mass as 

you have been over these past months during the pandemic. 

All parishes are being advised to have a section of the church 

available for people who want to wear a mask and remain 

physically distanced 6 or more feet apart. You can always 

wear a mask anywhere in the church even if you have been 

vaccinated but are still concerned for personal reasons about 

the pandemic. 

4.  Will Mass feel like it did before the pandemic began? 

For the most part things will return to normal as your parish 

can accommodate it. Worship aids (e.g., missalettes and 

hymnals) can be used again and you will notice more con-

gregational singing. The Diocese of Worcester is recom-

mending waiting until the fall for choirs to resume. For the 

time being we will not exchange the sign of peace and Holy 

Communion will not be offered from the chalice. 

5.  I heard that Bishop McManus is restoring the obliga-

tion to go to Sunday Mass. What if I am sick, or have 

compromised health or care for someone at home 

whose health is compromised? The obligation to be at 

Mass in person never applies to someone who is sick, or has 

compromised health, or caring for someone who is sick and 

at risk or infecting someone for whom they provide care at 

home. For this reason, parishes are encouraged to continue 

to stream Mass on their social media channels and the Dio-

cese offers Sunday Mass from the Cathedral on select cable 

access stations and at worcesterdiocese.org. 

6.  I’ve been away from Mass for a while. What if I’m just 

not ready to go back? We understand that for some peo-

ple, you may feel uneasy for a variety of reasons to come back 

to Mass. All we ask is that you read the letter from Bishop 

McManus about going to Mass in which he reflects on what 

the Mass means for all of us as baptized Catholics. 

Being A Person  

We believe in one God: Father, Son and Spirit. 

There is absolute individuality within the Trinity, for  

we believe that the Father is neither the Son nor the 

Spirit, nor is the Son the Father or the Spirit, nor is  

the Spirit the Father or the Son. Each person is dis-

tinct from the other two; none loses his personhood 

within the Trinity. 

There is absolute equality within the Trinity. No  

person has something that the others lack, for each  

is God and each is all being. None is more God; all 

are absolutely equal. 

There is absolute unity within the Trinity. God is  

one; the three persons are one. Father, Son and Spirit 

are three distinct persons, but they are persons in  

one God. 

Ours is a Trinitarian religion. The Trinity is the  

source of our faith as well as the goal of our lives.  

We long to live for all eternity the life of the Trinity. 

Meanwhile, the Trinity is for us the model towards 

which we strive as a community: free individuals  

with total equality in complete unity. 

Christians look forward in hope to a true 

communion among all persons with each 

other and with God. The Spirit of Christ  

labors in history to build up the bonds of 

solidarity among all persons until that day 

on which their union is brought to perfec-

tion in the Kingdom of God. Indeed Christian 

theological reflection on the very reality of 

God as a trinitarian unity of persons—  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—shows that 

being a person means being united to other 

persons in mutual love. 

U.S. Bishops, Economic Justice for All, 

1986: #64 (p. 16) 

— Gerald Darring 



 

Does the Big Bang Theory  

contradict Church teaching? 

Some people think that the Big Bang theory 

clashes with the Church’s teaching on God as 

Creator. 

In 1215, the Fourth Lateran Council affirmed 

creatio ex nihilo, which means that the uni-

verse was created out of nothing by a higher 

power. Some atheists think that the Big Bang 

replaces the role of a creator, since this  

mysterious explosion created everything out 

of nothing. 

But they’re forgetting something. The Big 

Bang theory was actually first proposed by 

a Catholic priest named Fr. Georges Lemaître. 

Fr. Georges suggested that God may have  

created the universe through a “Big Bang,” or 

what he called the “expansion of the universe.” 

In his book Forty Anti-Catholic Lies, Dr.  

Verschuuren explains that there is a difference 

between “creating” and “producing.” The Big 

Bang theory helped produce the universe as 

we know it today, but producing is not the 

same as creating. In this context, to create is 

“to cause to exist, to create from nothing” 

while to produce is “to bring forth, to manu-

facture” using already-existing materials. 

Furthermore, in order for the Big Bang to  

happen, something would have had to cause 

it. So we would have to ask what—or Who—

caused the Big Bang? 

The Big Bang theory does not contradict the 

role of a Creator because God’s role in creat-

ing the universe is different from the Big Bang 

Theory’s role in producing the universe. God 

created everything out of nothing, while the 

Big Bang Theory produced the universe using 

what God had already called into being. The 

Big Bang was a method for creating some-

thing—not the original source or cause of 

what was created. 

“Get Fed” is brought to you by  

The Catholic Company: catholiccompany.com 

Saints of the Week 

May 31.   

VISITATION of the BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

Today’s feast is about both two women and 

two men. The Blessed Virgin Mary goes to 

visit Elizabeth to assist her in her final days 

of pregnancy. But as she greets Elizabeth, 

the babe in Elizabeth’s womb—John the 

Baptist—leaps for joy at the presence of  

Jesus in Mary’s womb.   

June 1.  

SAINT JUSTIN MARTYR  

Saint Justin Martyr was the first recognized 

philosopher of the Christian era. Converted 

to Christianity, he continued his love of  

philosophy and used it to defend the faith.  

 

June 2.  

SAINTS MARCELLINUS and PETER  

We know very little about these two mar-

tyrs, but Saints Marcellinus and Peter are 

mentioned in the First Eucharistic Prayer of 

the Roman liturgy. They made the ultimate 

sacrifice for the faith and are remembered 

by the faithful for that reason.  

June 3. 

SAINTS CHARLES LWANGA and  

COMPANIONS 

Today we celebrate these 22 martyrs of 

Uganda. Their stories are set in the court  

of a chief who did not share their faith.  

Even though they were pages in his court, 

their faith meant more to them than his 

approval and support.  

June 4. 

BLESSED ANGELINE of MARSCIANO 

Blessed Angeline of Marsciano founded 

the first Third Order community of 

women in the Franciscan family; some-

thing new in her day. She spent her life 

caring for the sick and the poor.  

June 5. 

SAINT BONIFACE 

Saint Boniface was an English Benedictine 

monk who made it his life’s mission to 

convert the Germanic tribes to Christian-

ity. He found it was no easy task and 

ended up giving his life for the cause. 

Boniface was martyred on June 5, 754.  

Saint Boniface is the patron saint of Germany. 



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM, 10:30 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Mass schedule will remain the same as above for 2021 
until further notice. 

 

Weekday Masses:  6:30 PM Wednesday  |  8:00 AM Thursday & Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (RCIA).  Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST  Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction.  
Children receive First Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION  Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the  
10th grade. For young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish 
at least one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of 
the marriage preparation process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made 
with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  
or Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this  
ministry of those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish 
Hall on the first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights 
should contact Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or 
email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  

about:blank


  

 

 

The  

Chapdelaine  

Family 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

about:blank
about:blank

