
The Church of Saint Boniface 

June 20, 2021 

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?”   

(The Gospel)  



GUEST REFLECTION 

Father Charles P. O. Omolo has been named administrator of St. Boniface Parish and 

chaplain to Fitchburg State University, effective July 1, 2021. He has been serving as 

associate pastor of Saint Joseph Parish in Charlton since July 1, 2019.  

Father Omolo, son of John and Helen Milugo, was born Feb. 5, 1983 in Kenya. He  

studied at St. Gabriel’s Minor Seminary in Kisumu, Kenya, and Spiritan Missionary 

Seminary in Arusha, Tanzania, where he got his bachelor’s degree in philosophy.  

In 2006 he came to the United States to study for the priesthood with the Glenmary 

Home Missioners, and attended Brescia University in Owensboro, Kentucky. In 2009 

he came to Worcester to prepare for the priesthood for the Worcester Diocese. He 

earned his bachelor’s degree in sacred theology at St. John’s Seminary in Brighton, and 

his master’s of divinity degree at St. Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore. He was ordained to 

the priesthood by Bishop McManus on June 7, 2014 in St. Paul Cathedral. He was 

named associate pastor of St. Peter Parish, Worcester, with ministry to the African 

community. In October, 2015 he was named associate at St. George Parish, Worcester, 

while remaining sacramental minister to the African community. 

WELCOME  

FATHER CHARLES! 

“Who then is this whom even wind and sea obey?”  (Mark 4:41)  

At Sea with Jesus 

The storm-tossed situation of the boatload of disciples fits well with what we know of Galilean patterns of severe weather and 

first-century Palestinian fishing boats. The Sea of Galiee sits cupped in a bowl of mountainous highlands. The contrast between 

the warmth of the sun- heated water and the coolness of the evening air sometimes induces surprisingly turbulent waters that 

threaten to swamp the gunwales of even the sturdiest Galilean rowboats.  

So the disciples likely experienced the kind of scare portrayed in this Sunday’s Gospel more than once. But Mark's narrative 

carries far more meaning than a mere report of a storm, more even than a once-upon-a-time miracle acount. Mark is portray-

ing what life can be like in the Church after Easter and hinting at the divinity of Jesus. 

In the art and literature of the ancient Mediterranean world, a boat or ship was a common symbol for community, especially a 

community at risk. It is an image we evoke spontaneously when, finding ourselves in a group experiencing a shared threat, we 

say, “It looks like we're all in the same boat.” Mark has carefully tied this episode to the day of parable teaching, in which Jesus 

has spoken of the reign of God spread by the sown word of the gospel. Following Jesus' commission to cross to the other 

side—which in the story line of Mark would be the side of the Gentiles—the disciples take Jesus with them anda violent storm 

blows up. Though Jesus is with them, the fact that he is, like Jonah, sleeping through it all leads them to feel he is out of touch 

with their crisis. They wake him up, addressing him as “Teacher.” 

Mark's language for describing Jesus' actions is carefully chosen. Rising, he "rebuked" the sea. "Rebuke" is precisely what the 

Teacher did to the unclean spirit in the synagogue at Capernaum (Mark 1:25), and it is also the language of Ps 106:9, which 

speaks of Yhwh rebuking the sea during the Exodus event. The command to be quiet is literally, “Be muzzled!”—the same com-

mand Jesus used to address unclean spirits (Mark 1:25 again). Jesus challenges their lack of faith and they respond in words 

that acknowledge Jesus as far more than a sleepy teacher: "Who then is this whom even wind and sea obey?" 

This question opens the horizon to the divinity of Jesus. For, as exemplified in Sunday’s first reading from the “whirlwind speech” of 

God to Job, mastery of the waters of chaos is a dominant image of the Creator in the Hebrew Bible. See, for example, the creation 

account of Genesis 1, the book of Jonah, and Ps 65:8; 89:10; 107:25-32. (This last passage portrays the Lord calming the sea when 

frightened sailors cry out in distress.) The message is clear: the power of the Lord Jesus to save is nothing less than the power 

of the Creator and Lord of heaven, earth, and sea. Our redeemer is our Creator. If in our Church life we seem to be at sea, our 

boat shipping water, the Lord apparently napping, fear not. We are all in the same boat, and it is being watched and cared for. 

— Dennis Hamm, SJ 



If you wish to schedule a Mass intention for a loved one, please call, email or 

visit the parish office for more information. 

PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 PM in the church, led 

by members of the Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.   

 

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE  

Our weekend schedule will not be changing this summer:  

Saturday 4:00 PM Vigil Mass, Sunday 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM  

Please note: there will be no weekday Masses June 23/24/25 

The Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus 

council would like to wish all the fathers of 

the parish a HAPPY FATHER’S DAY.  

Anyone interested in learning more about the Knights 

please reach out to any Knight after Mass, contact the 

council by email at kofc16480@gmail.com, or by call-

ing Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119), Deputy Grand Knight 

Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or Financial Secretary (978-430-7600).  

Please take a star from the back of the church to 

help us gather supplies and food for our next rotation 

at North Star Family Services (formerly MIHN).  This 

is a family shelter in Leominster that makes it possible 

for families to stay together when homeless.   

Please drop off donations no later than  

11:30 a.m. on Sunday, June 27. Thank you! 

Are you receiving Saint Boniface ParishConnect emails?  

The weekly “Sunday Post” and important announcements are sent to 

parishioners via our ParishConnect email. If you have not been receiv-

ing these communications we encourage you to sign up on the home 

page of the website, or simply email the parish office and indicate that 

you would like to join the list. Usually, only one or two messages are 

sent per week. You will have the option to unsubscribe at any time. 

Care Net Baby Bottle Drive: Please return filled bottles to Saint 

Boniface by June 27.  Thank you for your support. 

Registration for Religious Ed. is now open  GRADES 1-10   

ONLY new families are required to fill out the registration form. No 

payment is due at this time. Register online at www.stboniface-

lunenburg.org/registration 

Teachers are needed at all grade levels. Please contact Lucy Marcil 

(978-502-7993 or lmarcil419@gmail.com) for more information.  

MASS INTENTIONS  

June 26 

July 11 

July 17 

4:00 PM 

8:00 AM 

4:00 PM 

Joseph McBride, 20th Anniversary, by his Wife & Daughter 

Larry Paton, 16th Anniversary, by his family 

Gregory Bradt, by Debbie DiPerri & Dora Costa 

COLLECTION REPORT 

June 13 

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Other 

Total 

  

   $   2,645 

 297 

 — 

 $  2,942 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Give to our parish whether you’re in the pews or not! 

Many parishioners have been making their weekly offerings  

online. It’s secure, convenient and easy to make one-time 

or recurring donations at www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

Together we can make a difference! 

About Your Pledge  

 During the months of May and June we 
are asking for your pledge amount.   

 Pledges are not legally binding but rather 
are an indication of your giving intention.   

 Payments can be made over the next 4 years 
either monthly, quarterly, semi-annually or 
annually. 

Use your phone to scan the 
QR code at left and learn 
more about the campaign 
or make your pledge online. 



June 22 - 29, 2021 This week we focus on the importance  

of preserving the essential right of religious freedom, both 

now and in the future, for Catholics and all people of faith.  

 Prayer for the  

Protection of Religious Liberty 

O God our Creator, from your provident 

hand we have received our right to life, 

liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  

You have called us as your people and 

given us the right and the duty to wor-

ship you, the only true God, and your  

Son, Jesus Christ.  

Through the power and working of your 

Holy Spirit, you call us to live out our 

faith in the midst of the world, bringing 

the light and the saving truth of the  

Gospel to every corner of society.  

We ask you to bless us in our vigilance  

for the gift of religious liberty. Give us  

the strength of mind and heart to readily 

defend our freedoms when they are 

threatened; give us courage in making  

our voices heard on behalf of the rights  

of your Church and the freedom of con-

science of all people of faith.  

Grant, we pray, O heavenly Father, a  

clear and united voice to all your sons  

and daughters gathered in your Church  

in this decisive hour in the history of our 

nation, so that, with every trial withstood 

and every danger overcome— for the  

sake of our children, our grandchildren, 

and all who come after us— this great 

land will always be "one nation, under 

God, indivisible, with liberty and justice 

for all."  

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

______________________________ 

Copyright © 2012, United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC  

Faith and Loyalty 

Though contemporary Western believers read this story as a “miracle,” 
first-century Mediterranean peasants would have seen that honor, the 
core value of that culture, permeates the story through and through. 

Fear 

Mediterranean culture trains and expects males to behave bravely,   
especially in the face of danger. Nothing should ever shake the courage of 
a man. A public expression of fear is shameful. 

In today's Gospel, there does not seem to have been any plan. At the end 
of the day Jesus suggested that he and his companions cross to the other 
side of the Sea of Galilee (Mk 4:35). They depart, just as they are. Sudden 
and violent storms are common on this sea. Surely the men who sailed 
and fished there knew that. 

That these experienced sailors and fishermen should yield to fear (see Mk 
4:40) is shameful and could be potentially damaging to their honor status 
if it ever became known to some outgroup like the people on either shore, 
or perhaps even to those in the other boats (Mk 4:36). Jesus appears to 
“rub it in” by asking the embarrassing question, “Why are you afraid? Is 
your loyalty still weak?” (lit. “have you no faith”; Mk 4:40). 

Jesus’ Power 

Western readers of this story struggle to understand how a human being 
could control nature by word alone. Jesus' Middle Eastern contemporaries 
had no such problem. 

The first-century concern was not Jesus’ power but the honor status that 
derived from this power. Peasants recognized an extensive hierarchy of 
spirits and people who possessed power to do things ordinary humans 
could not do. It was imperative to know where to rank such powerful   
beings in order to give them proper honor. 

The disciples’ question, “who then is this, that even sea and wind obey him?”  
(Mk 4:41), is not an attempt to fathom Jesus' identity but rather to rank 
him properly in the honor hierarchy. Besides being more powerful than 
ordinary human beings, Jesus is also more powerful than sea and wind. 

In the ancient world, anyone who behaved contrary to what was expected 
of their birth status (as Jesus seemed to do on a regular basis) posed a huge 
problem. Their power had to come from another source. The disciples’ 
question about Jesus concerns the source of his extraordinary power. 

In the case of Jesus, opinion in the Gospels is mixed. Some, like the  
disciples in this story, are inclined to believe that he acted by the power 
of God, as he often claims. Others, like the scribes, believe that his 
power derives from the prince of demons (Mk 3:22). 

Faith = Loyalty 

In Western culture, and particularly the English language, faith or belief 
usually involves the psychological, internal, cognitive, and affective assent 
of the mind to truth. Such an understanding may well be present in  
Matthew 9:28 (“do you believe that I am able to do this?”) and a few other 
passages. However, in the Middle Eastern world, the Hebrew and Greek 
words which are translated by the English word “faith” are better trans-
lated “personal loyalty” or “personal commitment.” 

In today's story, after Jesus stilled the storm he upbraided his disciples 
that fear of death shook their loyalty to him. Little did Jesus or any of the 
disciples realize how fear would again shake their loyalty to him later as  
he was arrested and led to certain death.  

— John J. Pilch  



Thank you to all those who have submitted their 

pledge amounts and have given so generously! 

At this time in the campaign, of the approximately 200 active families in our  

parish, 40 families have graciously pledged toward the Legacy of Hope Campaign. 

This is a 20% participation rate and as Father Anthony would like to remind us,  

“100% participation is the goal. It is once in a lifetime giving!” He believes in this 

campaign and has personally given $10,000. 

Not everyone can make the same size gift, but everyone can make the same size  

sacrifice. We ask that you reflect on the ways in which God has blessed you and  

in turn, please consider making a pledge. 

    Examples of the breakdown of your sacrifice over 4 years (approximate amounts): 

 Total Annual  Monthly Weekly 
 Pledge Sacrifice Sacrifice   Sacrifice   

 $5,000 $1,250 $104.20 $24.00  

 $4,000 $1,000 $83.30 $19.20 

 $3,000 $750 $62.50 $14.40  

 $2,000 $500 $41.60 $9.60 

 

Something to consider — Legacy of Hope is the largest fundraising campaign to date for us  

at Saint Boniface. Because of its magnitude and size, we are foregoing our parish Grand  

Annual Appeal for the next four years in order to place great emphasis on the Legacy of  

Hope Campaign. By concentrating on this one campaign, our hope is to ensure its success  

by making it easier for more parishioners to increase the size of their pledges.   

~ The Saint Boniface Legacy of Hope Committee and the Finance Committee 

Scan this code to be directed to 

our website where you will find 

much more information about 

the specific goals of our parish. 

Sunday, June 13 ~ Father Anthony celebrated 

his final Mass as pastor of Saint Boniface. At the 

Offertory, he was presented with gifts from the 

ministries and parishioners of the parish, includ-

ing four new sets of vestments and an engraved 

chalice and paten. 

Many parishioners  

attended the open  

house after Mass to  

say thank you to  

Father Anthony and  

wish  him well in his  

new assignment as  

pastor of St. James  

Parish in South Grafton.            (see more photos at stboniface-lunenburg.org!) 



Saints of the Week 

June 21.   

SAINT ALOYSIUS GONZAGA 

Saint Aloysius Gonzaga was a precocious 

child who had a spiritual awakening at the 

age of 7. As a young adult, and after a pro-

longed battle with his father, he entered  

the Jesuits where he had to learn to live  

and maneuver within community, and give 

up some of his independent ways of doing things. Aloysius helped 

nurse patients of the plague which he caught and from which he died.  

Saint Aloysius Gonzaga is the Patron Saint of Catholic youth, teenagers and seminarians. 

June 22.  

SAINT THOMAS MORE  

Made famous by his own holy life and fea-

tured in the movie "A Man for All Seasons," 

Saint Thomas More is the patron of those in 

the legal profession. Husband, father, chan-

cellor, and lawyer, Thomas More was reluc-

tantly martyred by King Henry VIII in 1535. 

Saint Thomas More is the Patron Saint of attorneys, 

civil servants, court clerks, lawyers, politicians and public servants . 

June 23.  

SAINT JOHN FISHER 

Saint John Fisher’s name is usually associ-

ated with Saint Thomas More and their dif-

ficulty with King Henry VIII. A bishop and 

cardinal, John Fisher refused to agree with 

Henry’s divorce and remarriage, as well as 

the idea that the king, rather than the pope, 

was the head of the Church in England. He  

was imprisoned and eventually martyred.  

June 24. 

NATIVITY of SAINT JOHN the BAPTIST 

Saint John the Baptist is one of the few 

saints who have two feast days. Today we 

celebrate his birth, which Saint Luke nar-

rates in his Gospel. There Luke draws a  

parallel between the births of Jesus and 

John, pointing out the important role in  

the history of salvation that John would play.  

Saint John the Baptist is the Patron Saint of Baptism. 

June 25. 

BLESSED JUTTA of THURINGIA 

Blessed Jutta of Thuringia, a noble woman 

with children, became a widow at a young 

age. She used her means to provide for the 

children, but once they were grown, she 

disposed of her wealth, became a Secular 

Franciscan, and lived a life of austerity.  
Blessed Jutta of Thuringia is the patron saint of 

Prussia. 

 

Primal Forces 

We humans are full of pride. We depend on 

our own resources and think we can solve any 

problem by applying our wit and energy. 

Meanwhile, the problems pile up. Wars pro-

liferate. Hunger abounds. The ecology  

deteriorates. There is poverty, homelessness, 

unemployment. Frustration drives some to 

crime. Others seek relief in drugs. 

Perhaps one day we will realize that it will  

take more than our feeble efforts to rid the 

world of these problems. It will take the power 

of God, the one who “shut within doors the  

sea and made the clouds its garment.” 

Humans alone against the great injustices of 

the world are like the disciples in the boat  

during the storm. They are helpless, unable to 

control these primal forces. 

If only they would realize that they have with 

them the Lord of the universe, the one who 

can make the wind and the sea obey! 

If only they would not be so lacking in faith, 

then maybe, by joining their efforts with the 

power of the almighty God, they could say to 

all the warmongers and haters and oppressors 

of the world: “Quiet! Be still!” 

Any interpretation that restricts the 

human predicament to a single, well- 

circumscribed problem, soluble through  

structural changes alone, is bound to 

be dangerously one-sided. Even to ex-

pect the solution of all human suffering 

or all social justice from revolution or 

social reform is to prepare oneself for 

bitter disillusionment. 

U.S. Bishops, Pastoral Letter on  

Marxist Communism, 1980:32  

— Gerald Darring 



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM, 10:30 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Mass schedule will remain the same as above for 2021 
until further notice. 

 

Weekday Masses:  6:30 PM Wednesday  |  8:00 AM Thursday & Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (RCIA).  Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST  Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction.  
Children receive First Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION  Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the  
10th grade. For young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish 
at least one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of 
the marriage preparation process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made 
with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  
or Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this  
ministry of those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish 
Hall on the first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights 
should contact Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or 
email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  

about:blank


  

 

 

The  

Chapdelaine  

Family 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

about:blank
about:blank

