
The Church of Saint Boniface 

December 12, 2021 

The Third Sunday of Advent 

The crowds asked John the Baptist, “What should we do?” 

(Luke 3:10)  



THE LITURGY OF THE DAY 

December 12, 2021 • The Third Sunday of Advent 

“What should we do?” John the Baptist is asked repeatedly in  

today’s Gospel (Luke 3:10, 12, 14). John responds with incredibly 

practical advice. Tax collectors, stop selfishly overcharging others. 

Soldiers, act justly and honestly. Everyone, give your spare cloak  

to someone without one. Ditto with your food. In other words,  

give what you have to your neighbor—your respect, your kind-

ness, your material goods. In doing so, joy is spread. What better 

way do we have to prepare for Christ’s coming? Truly, it’s better  

to give than to receive. For when we give to someone in need, 

something that means more to them than it does to us, we share 

in the power of Christ’s salvific mission. 

Spread the joy. This is a dominant theme in scripture today, with 

calls to shout it, sing it, cry out with it, making it known to all.  

But what good is it just to let others know that you’re joyful?  

John the Baptist calls us to share what we have with those who 

have not. This goes for our joy as well. In doing so we spread joy, 

giving the joy we know in the Lord. Preparing the way of the Lord 

by serving others gives everyone joy. 

Question of the Week: 

How can I spread the joy in my family, my neighborhood, my world? 

 

The Ultimate Giver of Gifts 

“Have no anxiety at all, but in  

everything, by prayer and  

petition, with thanksgiving, make 

your requests known to God.”   

(Philippians 4:6)   

St. Paul reminds us that God is  

an abundant God – He is the  

ultimate giver of gifts. He prom-

ises to give us all that we need. 

Remember, that we are created  

in God’s image and likeness.  

We, too, are made to be generous 

with all of our gifts as well.  

Placing our trust in God frees us 

from being a slave to possessions. 

It allows us to gratefully and  

generously share ourselves and 

our goods with others. 

 

 

Advent Guest Celebrants & Homilists 

Third Weekend of Advent 

(Dec. 11) 4:00 PM — 

Rev. Monsignor James Mongelluzzo 

(Dec. 12) 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM —  

Rev. John Hamm 

Fourth Weekend of Advent 

(Dec. 18) 4:00 PM —  

Deacon Peter Nguyen 

(Dec. 19) 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM —  

Deacon Court Shields 

  

Advent & Christmas at Saint Boniface 

Christmas Mass Schedule 

December 24 
4:00 PM, 7:00 PM 

December 25 
9:00 AM 

December 26 
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM 

December 31 
7:00 PM 

January 1 
4:00 PM 

January 2 
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM 



If you wish to schedule a Mass intention for a loved one, please call, 

email or visit the parish office. 

PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 PM in the church, led by 

members of the Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.   

NEW VIDEO 

The Voices of Saint Boniface feature life and faith stories of the people 

who have touched our lives.  A new video, featuring Father Tim 

Brewer, has been added to our series!  Check it out on our website,  

www.stboniface-lunenburg.org. 

“All were questioning in their hearts.”  

Are you considering a vocation as a priest, deacon or in the conse-

crated life? Contact the Vocation Office at (508) 630-4473 or email: 

donato.infante@gmail.com.  

CHRISTMAS GIVING   

REMINDERS 

If  You Took a Tag from the 

Giving Trees:   

Items may be wrapped, if you 

wish, and should be placed under 

one of the trees no later than  

Sunday, December 19th.  

If  You Took a Card for a  

Deacon or Seminarian:  

We ask that cards be returned in 

the collection basket by Sunday, 

December 19th.  

 Thank you to all those who                                                                

were able to donate! 

JINGLE  ALL THE  WAY! 

Christmas Caroling will take 

place this weekend after the 

10:30 Mass on Sunday. Please 

park in the lower (Mass Ave.) lot. 

Carpooling is recommended and 

we’ll leave at 12 noon. 

MASS INTENTIONS  

Dec. 11 

Dec. 12 

Dec. 18 

Dec. 19 

 

Dec. 26 

Jan. 1 

4:00 PM 

8:00 AM 

4:00 PM 

8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

8:00 AM 

4:00 PM 

Angelina Arruda, 22nd Anniversary, by her children 

Irving & Jennie Paton, by their children 

Bernard & Althea Robarge 

Bernard Paton, by his sister, Joan 

Souls in Purgatory, by Joan Conroy 

Larry Paton, by his sister, Joan 

Virginia Fernandes, by her family 

COLLECTION REPORT 

November ACH/Website 

December 5 

– Sunday Offering 

– Maintenance/Fuel 

– Christmas Flowers 

– Other 

Total 

 $ 3,265 

   

 $ 2,889 

 638 

 270 

 236 

 $4,033 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Give to our parish whether you’re in the pews or not! 

Many parishioners have been making their weekly offerings  

online. It’s secure, convenient and easy to make one-time 

or recurring donations at www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Save the date:  Sunday, Dec. 19  

BREAKFAST IN BETHLEHEM  

Children in grades 1-5 will present a 

Christmas pageant beginning at 9:30 AM 

and breakfast will be served by our 

Confirmation candidates.  Please set 

aside time to join us for this VERY 

special holiday tradition here at 

Saint Boniface.  

 

Advent/Christmas Concert 

at Saint Cecilia Church 

Leominster, MA 

with the Salisbury Singers 

Sunday December 12, 2021 at 4:00 pm 

We welcome Salisbury Singers for this 

concert of carols for harp and choir,  

including several pieces to sing along.  

The concert is free, while donations are 

welcome at the door. 



Brought to you by The Catholic Company: catholiccompany.com  

Saints of the Week 

December 13.   

SAINT LUCY 

Little is known about Saint Lucy except that 

she had taken a vow of virginity, and that 

she was martyred in 304. Yet devotion to  

her sprung up in the early Church, and she  

is mentioned among the martyrs in the first 

Eucharistic Prayer. 

Saint Lucy is a Patron Saint of The Blind and Eye  

Disorders.  

December 14.  

SAINT JOHN of the CROSS  

Saint John of the Cross was a 16th century 

reformer of the Carmelite way of life. Together 

with Saint Teresa of Avila, he lived the primi-

tive Rule of their Order, and paid a dear price 

for his commitment to reform and authentic 

living. Saint John of the Cross died in 1591.  

Saint John of the Cross is a Patron Saint of Mystics.  

December 15.  

BLESSED MARY FRANCES SCHERVIER 

Blessed Mary Frances Schervier founded the 

Sisters of the Poor of Saint Francis, devoted to 

caring for the poor of this world. To this day 

they run hospitals and homes for the aged in 

the United States and around the world. 

Blessed Mary Frances died in 1876.  

 

December 16. 

BLESSED HONORATUS KOZMINKSI 

Blessed Honoratus was born in 1829 and 

died in 1916. A Capuchin Franciscan, he 

founded many religious congregations for 

laypeople, and wrote many volumes of  

sermons and ascetical theology. A true son 

of the Church, he showed many signs of 

humility, including accepting his removal  

from all leadership roles in the communities  

he had founded.  

December 17. 

SAINT HILDEGARD of BINGEN 

Saint Hildegard of Bingen was a remarkable 

woman who fulfilled many roles in her life-

time. A Benedictine nun, she became a 

rather well-known mystic whom Pope 

Eugene III encouraged to write. She ruffled 

feathers when she moved her monastery to 

Bingen, and confronted civil as well as eccle-

siastical officials. Hildegard was declared a  

Doctor of the Church by Pope Benedict XVI.  

 

What is the origin of  

Christmas Stockings? 

The old man went to bed sad that night. There is 

no worse feeling for a father than being power-

less to protect his children and give them a good 

life. It seemed as though he had failed — it had 

been a hard year, and he and his daughters 

barely had enough money to live on from day to 

day. There was no way he could provide a dowry 

for them. Without that, they couldn’t marry and 

faced a life of slavery. 

His daughters were afraid, too, but tried to be 

hopeful. They spoke words of comfort to each 

other as they did their evening chores. Maybe a 

miracle would happen, they said. Scrubbing their 

stockings clean as best they could, they hung 

them up by the window to dry near the dying 

fire. Then they went to bed. 

The next morning, the daughters went to collect 

their stockings. But as they approached the win-

dow where they hung, they saw that the stock-

ings were stretched out of shape, with a lump of 

something in the toes. They quickly investigated, 

and cried for joy when they found gold coins in 

each one—more than enough to pay a good 

dowry. They ran to tell their father, and all gave 

thanks to God. Indeed, a miracle had happened. 

God’s agent that night had been a clever and 

generous soul named Nicholas. He had heard of 

the father’s plight and, wishing to spare the fa-

ther shame, had snuck to the window during the 

night and tossed the money inside, where it had 

landed in the stockings. Nicholas had saved the 

day—and started a tradition. 

This legend of the Christmas stockings is one of 

the most famous stories handed down to us about 

St. Nicholas, the 4th-century bishop of Myra in 

modern-day Turkey. With various regional titles— 

“Father Christmas” in Great Britain, “Sinterklaas” 

in the Netherlands, or “Papa Noël” in France—

good St. Nicholas has become the symbol of 

generosity everywhere Christmas is celebrated.  

Hildegard von Bingen, line  
engraving by W. Marshall 

Monument for Mary Frances 
Schervier, Aachen, Germany 

Mosaic detail, the Lady Chapel, 

Westminster Cathedral 



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM, 10:30 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Holy Hour of Adoration: every Wednesday 5:30-6:30 PM 
 

Weekday Masses:  6:30 PM Wednesday  |  8:00 AM Thursday & Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (RCIA).  Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST  Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction.  
Children receive First Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION  Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the  
10th grade. For young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish 
at least one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of 
the marriage preparation process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made 
with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Omolo at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  
or Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this  
ministry of those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish 
Hall on the first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights 
should contact Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or 
email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Charles Omolo, Administrator 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Terry Stramowski, Religious Education Assistant  veritas0461@yahoo.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Director, Preschool 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  
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The  

Chapdelaine  

Family 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

about:blank
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