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 He taught in their synagogues and was praised by all.
 

Luke 4:21



 THE LITURGY OF THE DAY

January 23, 2022 • Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings:  Nehemiah 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10  |  1 Corinthians 12:12-30  |  Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21
 
For fifty years the Jewish people had been exiled in Babylon. Most of the people  
gathered around Ezra that day had never worshiped in Jerusalem before, never  
worshiped in so large a gathering, never worshiped in public. They are hearing God’s  
word proclaimed openly for the first time in their lives. Even the older folks could barely  
recall what it was like before their exile. Many had certainly wondered if this day would  
ever come. We may have felt the same way sometimes over the last two years. For  
weeks, or months, or over a year we did not join in communal worship. We rejoiced  
when we were able to return. Imagine the tears of joy shed by the faithful people of  
Judah when they were able to assemble freely for the first time in decades.
 
Alone among the evangelists, Luke sets this account at the very beginning of Jesus’  
ministry. He alone also reveals the scripture passage that Jesus reads in his hometown  
synagogue (Isaiah 61:1–2), which sets the tone for his ministry. “A year acceptable to the  
Lord” (Luke 4:19) refers to a once-every-fifty-years event, during which debts were  
forgiven, slaves freed, and land reverted to its original owners or heirs. The  
transformative ministry of Jesus went on to fulfill this ultimate reversal of  
circumstances. 
 
Questions of the Week: 
In what ways am I poor, oppressed or held captive? How does the Lord’s promise speak 
to me? How can I bring glad tidings to those who are poor and oppressed?
 
 
 

God Wants Us to Be Happy 
 
“Go, eat rich foods and drink  
sweet drinks, and allot portions  
to those who had nothing  
prepared…”

(NEHEMIAH 8:10)
 
Ezra’s instructions to the  
people show us that God does  
not forbid us from enjoying the  
good things in life. He wants us  
to be happy! However, God  
expects us to be grateful for all  
that He has given us and to  
generously share our blessings  
with those who are in need.   
Now here’s the hard part – to  
share all we have without  
expecting anything in return.

Connect! Sunday Reflection
by Rev. Mark Suslenko
 

What was the reaction when Jesus stood in front of those assembled in the synagogue  
when he said, “Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing?” Some may  
have thought he was presumptuous, arrogant, or even insane. Others who listened  
more with their hearts than their heads may have thought differently. They could have  
experienced the genuine, perfect, and unconditional love that resonated in his flesh  
and knew, without a doubt, that they were in the presence of someone wonderful and  
remarkable.
 

Jesus is the ultimate and perfect testament to God’s love. His actions and words give  
witness to this truth. St. Augustine tells us what this love looks like, “It has the hands to  
help others. It has the feet to hasten to the poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery  
and want. It has ears to hear the sighs and sorrows of men.” Love finds its pinnacle in  
Jesus’ complete and humble offering of himself on the cross. This is where Love’s  
sacrifice and transformation meet. This wedding of death and life reveals the mystery  
of God’s unconditional love and mercy. These are the signs for which human beings are  
constantly looking. Only God, through the gift of eternal life, can give life meaning.
 

God always finds us. He does not want us to stay lost. He sends messengers, servants,  
prophets, teachers, signs, promptings, and witnesses to get our attention so that His  
message can be delivered. Yet repeatedly, pride and arrogance convince us that we can  
do anything and everything without Him. Perhaps by setting pride and arrogance  
aside, we might recognize something deeper about ourselves and see just how lost we  
really are. We will see what binds us and our sinfulness. God wants to release us from  
all of that baggage! Not only that, but God wants to release us from what centuries of  
human baggage has caused: world organizational systems and accepted standards of  
operating that continue to keep people poor, oppressed, captive, and blind to truth. We  
need to be freed not only from what we are doing to ourselves but from what we are  
doing to others!

PRAYER
Dear Jesus, help us to spread your  
fragrance every-where we go. Flood our  
souls with your Spirit and Life.  
Penetrate and possess our whole being  
so utterly that our lives may only be a  
radiance of yours.
 

Shine through us and be so in us that  
every soul we come in contact with may  
feel your presence in our souls. Let t
hem look up and see no longer us but  
only Jesus!
 

Stay with us and then we shall begin to  
shine as you shine, So to shine as to be a  
light to others. The light, O Jesus, will be  
all from you; none of it will be ours. It  
will be you, shining on through us. Let  
us thus praise you in the way you love  
best, by shining on those around us.
 

Let us preach you without preaching,  
not by words but by example, by the  
catching force, the sympathetic influ-
ence of what we do, the evident fullness  
of the love our hearts bear for you.
 

Amen.
 

(Bl. Cardinal John Henry Newman)



An individual may ask a priest to offer a Mass for several reasons: for example, in  
thanksgiving, for the intentions of another person (such as on a birthday), or, as is most  
common, for the repose of the soul of someone who has died. If you wish to schedule a  
Mass intention for a loved one, please call, email or visit the parish office.
 
PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 pm in the church, led by members of the  
Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.
 
 
                                                                                 Our next week to provide meals for North Star 
                                                                                 Family Servicesbegins on Sunday, January 30th.
                                                                                 If you are able to help with food or supplies, 
                                                                                 please take a snowman tag from the windows 
at the back of the church and return your donation with tag attached no later than  
January 30th after the 10:30 Mass. Thank you for your support.
 
 
                                        DIAPER DRIVE
                                        The Knights of  Columbus are sponsoring a diaper drive throughout 
                                        the month of January to support CareNet Pregnancy Resource 
                                        Center of Fitchburg. Your donations of  diapers, baby wipes and 
                                        formula may be placed in the rear of the church under the sign. 
 
 
Word of Life
Many people know someone personally who is suffering because of an abortion. If a friend 
confided in you tomorrow that she had an abortion, would you be able to respond in a way 
that brings her closer to healing? … Even a woman who doesn’t go to church or think of her-
self  as religious can be afraid that God will never forgive her for having an abortion. She 
should know that God loves and forgives those who are sorrowful. He wants to comfort them 
and give them his peace.
                               USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities “How to Talk to a Friend Who’s Had an Abortion"

Jan 20
Jan 23
Jan 28
Jan 29
Jan 30 
Feb 2
Feb 6
 
Feb 19
Feb 20 

8:00 am
10:30 am
8:00 am
4:00 pm
10:30 am 
6:30 pm
8:00 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm
8:00 am

 MASS INTENTIONS

Virginia Fernandes, by her family 
Virginia Fernandes, by her family
Daniel Gilligan, 3rd Anniversary, by Marilyn Brown
Virginia Fernandes, by her family
Daniel Cronin, 1st Anniversary, by Dr. Joseph Cronin 
Virginia Fernandes, by her family 
Virginia Fernandes, by her family
Robert Fager, by his family 
Virginia Fernandes, by her family
Gerene Maloney, 1st Anniversary, by her family 

STEWARDSHIP
  

JANUARY 16
  Sunday Offering
  Maintenance/Fuel
  Other

Total
 

WINTER 
WEATHER IS  

HERE!
 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUOUS  

GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT!
 
Give to our parish whether you’re in the pews  
or not! Many parishioners make their weekly  
offerings online. It’s secure, convenient and  
easy to make one-time or recurring  
donations at www.stboniface-lunenburg.org

$ 3,452
757

       50
$4,259

Weekdays:  If schools are delayed  
or cancelled because of weather,  
there will be no Mass that day.
 
Weekends: If time allows, a  
Sunday Post message will be sent  
out to announce Mass or event  
cancellations. Otherwise, we ask  
that you be attentive to weather  
advisories and stay safe.

2021 TAX STATEMENTS
 

Please note that tax letters directly from the Diocese of Worcester will be mailed 
the week of January 24 to all donors who gave to Partners in Charity 2021 Annual  
Appeal and Legacy of Hope Capital Campaign
 

Gifts sent directly to the diocese by individual donors will be acknowledged for 
Celebrate Priesthood 2021 (Taste of the Diocese), Catholic School Appeal 2021, 
Daily TV Mass, Select Parish Offertory Donations (gifts sent to us via the online 
donation portal and forwarded to the parish), Ash Wednesday Collection 2021 
(a gift of $250 and higher. This tax letter reflects all gifts and payments received  
between January 1, 2021-December 31, 2021. This is not to be confused with a 
pledge gift amount, which may overlap two calendar years.
 

Saint Boniface Parishioners:  2021 tax statements for parish donations  may be  
requested by phone 978-582-4008 or email stbonifaceparish@verizon.net.



Saint Boniface Church
 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 
 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 
Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 am – 5:00 pm (closed 12:00 – 1:00 pm) 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 
Sunday:  8:00 am, 10:30 am 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 
Holy Hour of Adoration: every Wednesday 5:30-6:30 pm 

Weekday Masses:  6:30 pm Wednesday  |  8:00 am Thursday & Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISMAdults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  
Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  
 

FIRST EUCHARIST  Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First  
Eucharist in grade two. 
 

CONFIRMATION  Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. 
For young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least one year  
prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage preparation  
process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 
 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008,  or email Fr. Omolo at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or 
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 
 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of those who  
pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact the parish office at 978-582-4008, email stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or contact
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net.
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the first  
Wednesday of each month at 7 pm. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact Grand  
Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com.

 Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that
we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.
 

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue
any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.

email
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
lmarcil419@gmail.com
veritas0461@yahoo.com
cmkakosgarrity@aol.com
 
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
ninastboniface@gmail.com 

phone
978-582-4008
978-582-4008
978-502-7993 
 
617-823-4237 
 
978-582-4008
978-582-7110 

PARISH STAFF:
Rev. Charles Omolo, Administrator 
Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 
Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 
Terry Stramowski, Religious Education Assistant 
Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 
Louise Nadeau, Sacristan 
Ministry Schedule 
Nina Charpentier, Director, Preschool



Who Was the First Incorruptible?
1,400 years after the death of St. Cecilia, her  
body was still intact.
 

It was the year 1599. Cardinal Sfondrati had  
ordered the restoration of the Basilica of St.  
Cecilia, a Roman virgin-martyr who had died in  
the 3rd century. In the midst of the work, two  
sarcophagi were discovered. They belonged to  
St. Cecilia, her husband St. Valerian, her  
brother-in-law St. Tiburtius, and another  
Roman martyr named Maximus. Pope Pascal I  
had discovered the relics in the 9th century and  
placed them in the new basilica.
 

Born around the year 200 as the daughter of a  
noble Roman family, St. Cecilia had desired to  
remain a virgin but was given in marriage to the  
nobleman Valerian. At her request, he respec-
ted her vow of virginity, and was converted to  
the Faith along with his brother Tiburtius. In the  
midst of his conversion, it is said that Valerian  
received a vision of Cecilia’s guardian angel.  
The two brothers would receive the palm of  
martyrdom before Cecilia did.
 

After the death of her husband and brother-in-
law, the authorities tried to kill Cecilia by  
smothering her with steam in a bath house. She  
was miraculously saved, so an executioner was  
sent to behead her. He struck her three times  
but failed to decapitate her. She lay seriously  
wounded for three days before dying, her head  
turned to the floor, her hands symbolically  
expressing her faith in the Holy Trinity: pointing  
three fingers of one hand, and one finger of the  
other—three Persons in one God.
 

It was in this position that Cardinal Sfondrati  
and witnesses found Cecilia’s incorrupt body  
when they uncovered her casket. Out of  
reverence, they left her body in that position.  
After allowing pilgrims to come venerate this  
holy virgin-martyr, miraculously preserved  
from corruption, they reinterred her. Stefano  
Maderno’s famous sculpture—now displayed in  
front of the altar where she is  
buried—illustrates  
the posture in which she died. 
 
Brought to you by The Catholic Company:  
catholiccompany.com 

January 24.   
SAINT FRANCIS de SALES 
Saint Francis de Sales was born into a senatorial family  
where he was destined to work in government. Instead,  
he felt a call to the priesthood and was ordained for the  
Diocese of Geneva. Later he became bishop and was  
known for his gentleness and his strong defense  
against Calvinism. He authored a couple of books and  
helped found the Sisters of the Visitation.
Saint Francis de Sales is the Patron Saint of Authors,
Deafness, Journalists and Writers.

 
January 25.  
CONVERSION of SAINT PAUL
Saint Paul’s conversion on the road to Damascus was  
to be the turning point in his spiritual life. There he met  
Jesus and nothing was the same after that. Thereafter,  
all his zeal and energy were focused on the spread of  
the gospel message. We know him from his wonderful  
letters to the early Christian communities.
 
 
 

January 26.  
SAINTS TIMOTHY and TITUS
Saints Timothy and Titus were trusted friends and co-
workers with Saint Paul through many of his trials. He  
eventually set both up as heads of local Churches and  
encouraged them as would a father. Saint Paul seems  
to have truly relished their support and friendship.
Saints Timothy and Titus are the Patron Saints of 
Relief from Stomach Disorders. 
 
 
January 27. 
SAINT ANGELA MERICI 
Saint Angela Merici was a courageous woman who saw  
a need and answered it even though society may not  
have been ready for her solution. Women teaching  
outside the convent, and what we call today a secular  
institute, were new forms of living and ministering  
which proved very beneficial to the Church.
Saint Angela Merici is a Patron Saint of Educators.
 
 
January 28. 
SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS 
Saint Thomas Aquinas is well known for his writings,  
especially the "Summa Theologica." But he was far  
more than a philosopher/theologian. He was a devout  
man who wrote beautiful prayers and hymns. Perhaps  
best known is the "Pange Lingua." He truly was able to  
combine human reason and revelation.
Saint Thomas Aquinas is a Patron Saint of Catholic Colleges,  
Educators/Teachers, Philosophers/Theologians and Students.
 
 
January 29. 
SERVANT of GOD BROTHER JUNIPER
Brother Juniper was a simple man who joined Saint  
Francis in the earliest days of the Order. While Saint  
Francis praised him and wished he had a “whole forest  
of such Junipers,” nevertheless, he could be exasper-
ating for his generosity. Even saints can be frustrating.

 Saints of the Week
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NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
INSTALLING NORTH AMERICAN 

MADE EQUIPMENT
 $500 
 DISCOUNT 
 FOR SENIORS 
 AND VETS

508.612.8656
Nate@NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
Ground or roof installations

Locally owned and operated

380 ELECTRIC AVE. (RT 13)
LUNENBURG

www.WHALOMWASH.com
978-829-0399

dan and jean proctor, owners

Townsend ~ Ayer ~ Fitchburg

Serving St. Boniface Families  
with Three Convenient Locations

Directors: Brian T. Anderson & Michael D. Masciarelli

www.andersonfuneral.com • 800-562-2692

PROCTOR

Site Work  
Title V Inspections

Excavating & Septic Systems

DAN PROCTOR OWNER

978-582-4764
359 Summer St.

Fitchburg, MA
978-345-5425978-345-5425

CARPET CARPET •• VINYL VINYL
LUXURY VINYL  LUXURY VINYL  

PLANKPLANK//TILETILE
COMMERCIAL COMMERCIAL 
HARDWOODHARDWOOD

www.littlesfloorcovering.com

978-345-0105

yo
ur

 neighborhood garage!

foreign & domestic, auto & lig
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ck

Automatic 
Delivery
Budget 
Programs

978-342-9716
WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET
978-342-9716

WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET

Lynn Walsh, Realtor®

Platinum Top Producer
— coldwell banker realty —

4 Monument Sq. | Leominster, MA 01453

978.514.2903
lynn.walsh9@cbrealty.com

Call Me for a FREE Market Analysis

New & Used TiresNew & Used Tires

$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$

Recycled & New PartsRecycled & New Parts

978.534.3137
56 Crawford St • Leominster

airportautoparts.com

William G. Schulze
370 Main Street — West Townsend MA

978-423-8200
Mass State Title 5 • Radon Mitigation
Building Science • Energy Efficiency

Wide Range of Subcontract Services 
Cabinetry • Millwork Historical Renovations  

Excavation • Finish Carpentry • Structural Carpentry

978-597-6277  
William G. Schulze

370 Main Street • West Townsend, Massachusetts 01474

Contact Tom Blanco to place  
an ad today! tblanco@4LPi.com 

or (800) 477-4574 x6285

High Quality 
Dental Care 

For The Whole 
Family

978-534-3595
28 Washington Street

Leominster MA 01453

We use safe dental materials and practice using  
the Biomimetic approach (Natural/Conservative)

Emergencies seen promptly

Senior Citizens receive a 10% discount  •  We work with most dental insurances


