
The Church of Saint Boniface
 

817 Massachusetts Avenue
Lunenburg, MA 01462

 

March 6, 2022
 

First Sunday of Lent

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus returned from the Jordan and was led 
by the Spirit into the desert for forty days, to be tempted by the devil.

 
Gospel: Luke 4:1-13



PRAYER
 

Eternal God, the refuge and help of  
all your children, we praise you for  
all you have given us, for all you have  
done for us, for all that you are to us.
In our weakness, you are strength,
in our darkness, you are light, in our  
sorrow, you are comfort and peace.
 

We cannot number your blessings,
we cannot declare your love:
For all your blessings we bless you.
May we live as in your presence,
and love the things that you love,
and serve you in our daily lives;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
 

Amen.
 

Saint Boniface
 

 THE LITURGY OF THE DAY

March 6, 2022 • First Sunday of Lent
Readings:  Deuteronomy 26:4-10  |  Romans 10:8-13  |  Luke 4:1-13
 
It may appear to be a case of poor judgment to follow anyone into the desert for forty  
days, even if that someone is the Holy Spirit. Why would Jesus, immediately after being  
baptized, willingly enter the wilderness, only to be tempted by the devil? Surely we  
wouldn’t be asked to do the same. But the truth is that no one can avoid the desert  
forever. Deserts of temptation, deserts of loneliness, deserts of pain—these deserts are  
an inevitable part of human life. We too need the Holy Spirit’s assistance to withstand  
the temptation, sadness, or desperation of our deserts. As baptized Christians we have  
the same advantage Jesus had two thousand years ago. We too are filled with the Holy  
Spirit. May the Spirit strengthen and comfort us in our deserts.
 

Questions of the Week: 
What specifically will I do this Lent to take the focus off myself and put it on God and 
on others?

“I have now brought you the first  
fruits of the products of the soil which  
you, O Lord, have given to me.”
 

(DEUTERONOMY 26:10)
 
This line from the Old Testament  
offers two challenges. First, do you  
give to God from your “first fruits”—  
the first and best that you have to  
offer, or do you give from what you  
have leftover? Second, do you real- 
ize that everything you have and  
that everything you are has been  
given to you by God? Ask God for a  
grateful and generous heart, every  
day, in all circumstances.

Connect! Sunday Reflection                                                               by Rev. Mark Suslenko
 

Who am I? Who made me? What is my purpose? These are pivotal and fundamental  
questions that must be asked and adequately answered. Life’s illusions and empty  
pleasures can distract us from discovering their real answers. When faced with im- 
portant choices we are tempted to leave the truth of who we are and who God is aside. 
 

 Temptation does not need to be our enemy. It can become a means to salvation! Saint  
Basil remarks, “As the pilot of a vessel is tried in the storm, as the wrestler is tried in the  
ring, the soldier in the battle and the hero in adversity, so is the Christian tried in  
temptation.” Here is the reason for Lent: to make temptation our friend. There is no  
doubt that we sin, even though we often prefer to forget or deny that fact. We are  
sinners. Given that fact, every temptation becomes an opportunity to choose either for  
grace or sin. The more we can choose virtue over vice, good over evil, truth over lies,  
and others over ourselves, the stronger we will become. Properly confronting and  
dealing with temptation builds Christian character. Ironically, when we build strong  
Christian character, we gain control and satisfaction. They come from within.
 

Ryan Stevenson performs a great song entitled “Eye of the Storm.” Life will always  
present us with challenges, lures, and promises to tempt us, causing us to succumb to  
weakness. But when we put God first and give God proper thanks and worship, we are  
given a strong anchor and no longer need to be afraid. Love, who is God, fortifies us and  
keeps us from falling. We come to know and believe that we are guided and led, kept  
and sustained by a God who is incredibly in love with all he has made. We need to own  
this truth, and it must be born in our souls. 
 

Today there seems to be less time for creativity, imagination, deep thinking, reflection,  
and focusing our attention on truth. We may even be forgetting how to do these things.  
This is why we so desperately need Lent.

Worcester Diocesan Catholic Men's Conference  
Assumption University • Saturday, April 2, 2022

Men (of all ages, including teens and college students) are invited to  
this important in-person conference. Visit the conference website at  
www.firstmensconf.org for information and to purchase tickets  
online and elsewhere. Come and hear dynamic talks from  
outstanding Catholic leaders: Kevin O'Brien, Tim Francis, Dan Egan,  
Father Anthony Hamaty and Dr. Pat Castle. 
For further information: email Angelo Guadagno at  
angelo0527@gmail.com or call Elaine Ford at 774-253-2996. 
 

Adult tickets are $45 until March 21, 2022; afterwards $60. 
Student tickets are always $30.AT
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If you’re looking for:
• Practical answers for today’s challenges . . .
• New ways to grow in your Catholic faith . . .
• A connection with over 1,000 men, young and old . . .
• Opportunities for local spiritual programs . . .
• And especially . . . if you desire a deeper union with Christ
Come!
• Hear and meet our great national speakers!
• Rediscover and renew your faith!
• Celebrate the Eucharist with Bishop McManus!
Why?
• You’ll strengthen your Catholic identity.
• You’ll meet others who want to make a difference.



An individual may ask a priest to offer a Mass for several reasons: for example, in  
thanksgiving, for the intentions of another person (such as on a birthday), or, as is most  
common, for the repose of the soul of someone who has died. If you wish to schedule a  
Mass intention for a loved one, please call, email or visit the parish office.
 
PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 pm in the church, led by members of the  
Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.
 
                                                                  Saint Boniface  Lent and Easter Schedule
 

                                                                  Stations of the Cross — Fridays in Lent, 6:00 PM
                                                                          1st Sunday of Lent —  4:00 PM, Sisters of St. Benedict Center,
                                                                          Still River, guest musicians
                                                                          3rd Sunday of Lent — Sr. Anne Vergani of the Xaverian 
                                                                          Missionary Sisters of Mary in Worcester, guest speaker
                                                                             4th Sunday of Lent —  Sr. Vicki Toale, Sisters of St. Dominic in     
                                                                          New York, guest speaker
                                                                             5th Sunday of Lent —  Daughters of St. Paul, also known as 
                                                                          the "Media Nuns," guest speaker
                                                                          Palm Sunday, April 10 — 4:00 PM Vigil (April 9),
                                                                                                                                8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Mass 
                                                                          Holy Thursday, April 14 — 7:00 PM Mass of the Last Supper
                                                                          Good Friday, April 15 — 7:00 PM Liturgy
                                                                          Easter Vigil, April 16 — 7:00 PM Mass
                                                                          Easter Sunday, April 17 — 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Mass
 
 
A MESSAGE FROM CARE NET PREGNANCY
RESOURCE CENTER (FITCHBURG):  
For many years we have been blessed with a
dedicated supporter that made beautiful, hand
knit baby sweaters for the babies of  our new
moms. These amazing sweater sets were in our
boutique ready every time a new baby was born.
The new Moms just loved choosing the perfect
set for their  newborn. Unfortunately, as life can
go, our supporter no longer has the ability to
make the sets and we have missed the opportun-
ity to see the joy on the new Mom's faces when 
receiving such a precious gift. This being said, 
we continue to actively seek out another talented knitter—or two—that might have this amazing  
talent and would be willing to share it by making sweater sets for the Baby Boutique. if you can  
help, please contact Wendy at wendy.carenetprc@gmail.com, or call (978) 342-4244.

 
VIRTUAL LENTEN SERIES
"Watch One Hour with Me," an online program for adults will be shared weekly on  
Sundays of Lent (March 6 - April 10). You will receive an email with a short prayer and  
some reflective music. No meetings — click on the link in your email anytime during the  
week. You can do this on any device including your smartphone or laptop. All are  
welcome! Interested? Contact Romeo Marquis, director of faith formation, Blessed  
Sacrament Parish, at Rmarquis48@outlook.com or 978-606-7023 (voice/text). 
  

 

Mar 4
Mar 5
Mar 9
Mar 13
Mar 18
Mar 20
Mar 26
Mar 27
Mar 30
Apr 2 

8:00 am
4:00 pm
6:30 pm 
8:00 am
8:00 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm 
8:00 am
6:30 pm
4:00 pm

MASS INTENTIONS

Louis Sacco, 10th Anniversary, by his wife, Janet Sacco 
Virginia Fernandes, by her family
Virginia Fernandes, by her family 
Virginia Fernandes, by her family
Virginia Fernandes, by her family
Virginia Fernandes, by her family
Virginia Fernandes, by her family
Patricia Alario, 3rd Anniversary, by her family 
Virginia Fernandes, by her family
Robert Nadeau, 8th Anniversary, by his wife 

STEWARDSHIP
  

FEBRUARY 27
•  Sunday Offering
•  Maintenance/Fuel
•  Holy Day
•  Other 
 

Total
  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUOUS  
GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT!

  

Give to our parish whether you’re in the pews  
or not! Many parishioners make their weekly  
offerings online. It’s secure, convenient and  
easy to make one-time or recurring  
donations at www.stboniface-lunenburg.org

 
$ 3,457

100
200

     25
 

$ 3,782

SAINT PATRICK'S DAY  
CELEBRATION

 

SATURDAY, MARCH 12 
5:00 PM • Parish Hall

 

The Saint Boniface Knights of   
Columbus are sponsoring a Saint  
Patrick's Day dinner with a perfor- 
mance by Irish step dancers. Dinner  
includes corned beef and cabbage,  
potatoes and vegetables, with Irish  
soda bread, coffee and dessert. 
 

Tickets are priced at $10/individual or  
$30/family. Proceeds will benefit  
Knights of Columbus charities. The  
Knights will be selling tickets after  
weekend Masses  through March 6th.
 
 

Advance ticket sales only — 
no tickets will be sold at the door.
 

Scan the QR code to order tickets on- 
line from the Saint Boniface  website.
 
stboniface-lunenburg.org/st-patricks-dinner
 

 

 



Saint Boniface Church
 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 
 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 
Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 am – 5:00 pm (closed 12:00 – 1:00 pm) 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist
Sunday:  8:00 am, 10:30 am 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 
Holy Hour of Adoration: every Wednesday 5:30-6:30 pm 

Weekday Masses:  6:30 pm Wednesday  |  8:00 am Thursday & Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  
Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  
 

FIRST EUCHARIST  Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First  
Eucharist in grade two. 
 

CONFIRMATION  Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. 
For young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least one year  
prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage preparation  
process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 
 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008,  or email Fr. Omolo at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or 
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 
 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of those who  
pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact the parish office at 978-582-4008, email stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or contact
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net.
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the first  
Wednesday of each month at 7 pm. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact Grand  
Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com.

 Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that
we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.
 

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue
any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.

email
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
lmarcil419@gmail.com
veritas0461@yahoo.com
cmkakosgarrity@aol.com
 
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
ninastboniface@gmail.com 

phone
978-582-4008
978-582-4008
978-502-7993 
 
617-823-4237 
 
978-582-4008
978-582-7110 

PARISH STAFF:
Rev. Charles Omolo, Administrator 
Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 
Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 
Terry Stramowski, Religious Education Assistant 
Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 
Louise Nadeau, Sacristan 
Ministry Schedule 
Nina Charpentier, Director, Preschool



WHO WAS THE FIRST AMERICAN MAN 
TO BE CANONIZED?

 

This gifted bishop was the first to do quite a  
few things in the United States…

 

…which is impressive considering he was only  
twenty-five when he got here and died at age forty- 
eight. Originally from Bohemia (modern-day Czech  
Republic), John Neumann studied for the priesthood  
in his home country before responding to a call to  
mission work in America. He was bright and gifted,  
and during his life learned at least eight modern  
languages in addition to three ancient ones.
 

In 1836, he was ordained for the diocese of New York,  
which badly needed German-speaking priests to  
serve the large Catholic immigrant population. He  
served his first years as a priest in the Niagara Falls  
area. Covering a huge swath of unforgiving and  
sometimes frigid terrain, he dedicated himself  
tirelessly to his parishioners, traveling from village to  
village to care for the Catholic settlers.
 

Drawn to the community life and charism of the  
Redemptorists, he joined them in 1842 and was the  
first Redemptorist to profess vows in the United  
States. After serving in some leadership roles for his  
order, Fr. Neumann was appointed Bishop of the  
enormous Philadelphia diocese. As Bishop, he  
organized the first diocesan Catholic school system  
in the country, vastly increased the number of  
schools, and built many, many churches.
 

Throughout it all, he maintained a profound spirit of  
humility, simplicity, and poverty, and an inexhaust- 
ible love for the souls under his care. He died of a  
heart attack in Philadelphia in 1860 and was  
canonized in 1977. He is the first male American and  
the first American bishop to become a saint.
 

In Baltimore, you can visit the National Shrine of St.  
Alphonsus Liguori, where St. John Neumann served  
as pastor and was consecrated bishop.
 

The feast day of Saint John Neumann follows that of  
another great American saint—Saint Elizabeth Ann  
Seton, the first native-born American citizen to  
achieve sainthood. We should entrust our country  
continually to their prayers, since they dedicated  
themselves to the salvation of American souls while  
on earth, and now they continue their prayers in  
Heaven. 
 
 
Brought to you by The Catholic Company:  
catholiccompany.com 

March 7.   
SAINTS PERPETUA and FELICITY 
The Church faced persecutions early on in its history.  
Saints Perpetua and Felicity are two well-known names  
among the martyrs. While we don’t know much about  
them, we do have Saint Perpetua’s diary that gives a  
few facts about their last days.
Saint Perpetua is the Patron Saint of widows and mothers of  
deceased sons.
 
 
March 8.
SAINT FRANCES OF ROME 
Saint Frances of Rome is a good example of what  
Vatican II hoped for—an active laity who take their  
baptismal call seriously. Although she lived centuries  
before the Council, her life shows that the call for an  
active, dedicated laity has been a part of the Church all  
along. Frances of Rome is a good example of what all  
the faithful are called to today—and always.
Saint Frances of Rome is the Patron Saint of motorists and  
widows. 
 
 

March 9.  
SAINT DOMINIC SAVIO
A student of Saint John Bosco, Saint Dominic Savio  
organized a group of students to minister to boys who  
needed guidance and help. Due to illness, however,  
Dominic never fulfilled his dream of becoming a priest.  
He died at the age of 14.
Saint Dominic Savio is the Patron Saint of choirboys nd juvenile  
delinquents.

 
March 10.
SAINT JOHN of GOD
Saint John of God’s life story is proof of the possibility  
of conversion and change with the grace of our  
merciful God. The first part of his life was not very  
praiseworthy, but once he turned to God and asked for  
mercy, he became the saint that we know.
Saint John of God is the Patron Saint of booksellers, firefighters,  
heart patients, hospitals, nurses, printers and the sick.
 
 
 

March 11.
SAINT JOHN OGILVIE
A convert from Calvinism, Saint John Ogilvie joined the  
Jesuits and was ordained to the priesthood. Doing  
secret ministry in Scotland, John was arrested and  
tortured for a number of days before being martyred  
on March 10, 1615. He became the first Scottish saint  
post-Reformation.
 

 
March 12.
BLESSED ANGELA SALAWA 
Blessed Angela Salawa was a maid for many years,  
eventually becoming a Secular Franciscan who  
instructed other young domestics in their faith. During  
World War I she worked with wounded and sick  
soldiers. After the war Angela's health began to fail and  
she died on March 12, 1922. 
Blessed Angela Salawa is a Patron Saint of domestic workers.

Saints of the Week
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NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
INSTALLING NORTH AMERICAN 

MADE EQUIPMENT
 $500 
 DISCOUNT 
 FOR SENIORS 
 AND VETS

508.612.8656
Nate@NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
Ground or roof installations

Locally owned and operated

380 ELECTRIC AVE. (RT 13)
LUNENBURG

www.WHALOMWASH.com
978-829-0399

dan and jean proctor, owners

Townsend ~ Ayer ~ Fitchburg

Serving St. Boniface Families  
with Three Convenient Locations

Directors: Brian T. Anderson & Michael D. Masciarelli

www.andersonfuneral.com • 800-562-2692

PROCTOR

Site Work  
Title V Inspections

Excavating & Septic Systems

DAN PROCTOR OWNER

978-582-4764
359 Summer St.

Fitchburg, MA
978-345-5425978-345-5425

CARPET CARPET •• VINYL VINYL
LUXURY VINYL  LUXURY VINYL  

PLANKPLANK//TILETILE
COMMERCIAL COMMERCIAL 
HARDWOODHARDWOOD

www.littlesfloorcovering.com

978-345-0105

yo
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foreign & domestic, auto & lig
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Automatic 
Delivery
Budget 
Programs

978-342-9716
WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET
978-342-9716

WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET

Lynn Walsh, Realtor®

Platinum Top Producer
— coldwell banker realty —

4 Monument Sq. | Leominster, MA 01453

978.514.2903
lynn.walsh9@cbrealty.com

Call Me for a FREE Market Analysis

New & Used TiresNew & Used Tires

$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$

Recycled & New PartsRecycled & New Parts

978.534.3137
56 Crawford St • Leominster

airportautoparts.com

William G. Schulze
370 Main Street — West Townsend MA

978-423-8200
Mass State Title 5 • Radon Mitigation
Building Science • Energy Efficiency

Wide Range of Subcontract Services 
Cabinetry • Millwork Historical Renovations  

Excavation • Finish Carpentry • Structural Carpentry

978-597-6277  
William G. Schulze

370 Main Street • West Townsend, Massachusetts 01474

Contact Tom Blanco  
to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or  
(800) 477-4574 x6285

High Quality 
Dental Care 

For The Whole 
Family

978-534-3595
28 Washington Street

Leominster MA 01453

We use safe dental materials and practice using  
the Biomimetic approach (Natural/Conservative)

Emergencies seen promptly

Senior Citizens receive a 10% discount  •  We work with most dental insurances

Robert C. Alario
Certified Public Accountants, PC

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453
292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609
(L) 978-534-1999 (W) 508-755-7575

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499 (W) 508-755-7599
www.robertalario.com
bob@robertalario.com

Small Business Management | Consulting
Interim Management | Special Projects | Coaching  

Municipal Government Specialties
617-365-4612 | jamie@jamietoale.com | www.jamietoale.com

JAMIE TOALE
SUPPORTIVE BUSINESS ALTERNATIVES


