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March 27, 2022
 

Fourth Sunday of Lent

“Then let us celebrate with a feast,
because this son of mine was dead, and has come to life again;

he was lost, and has been found.”
 

Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32



March 27, 2022 • Fourth Sunday of Lent
Readings:  Joshua 5:9a, 10-12  |  2 Corinthians 5:17-21  |  Luke 15:1–3, 11-32
 

The younger son did one other thing to his father besides demand his inheritance. He  
abandoned him. He fled to a distant land where he could not be found. He alienated  
himself. Now remember that Jesus tells this parable after many complained, “This man  
welcomes sinners and eats with them” (Luke 15:2). In effect, Jesus is responding to  
them by asking, “What would you have me do? Turn my back on sinners and isolate  
them?” The younger son has already isolated himself, turning away from a loving father  
and a loving God to enjoy as many of life’s pleasures as “his” money would take him. If  
no one welcomed him back, he would have remained alone: starving for food and for  
love in a world that had no use for a person without means. Jesus, “made . . . to be sin  
who did not know sin” (2 Corinthians 5:21), welcomed sinners like him and ate with  
them, sharing food and love with those who had lost both.
 

Jesus, the light of the world, is light in our isolation, illuminating our sin, yes, but also  
illuminating a way home. For he has returned to the Father from the land of sin and  
death. He knows the way. 
 

Question of the Week: 
To whom can I respond with mercy when they return from isolation?

PRAYER
 

Heavenly and almighty God,
 

I come before you, humble and sorrowful,
aware of my sin, and ready to repent and  
change. Lord, forgive me for I have sinned  
against you. Wash away my sin, purify  
me, and help me to turn from these  
patterns of sin. Lead me to walk in your  
way, leaving behind my old life and  
starting a new life in You. Lord, you who  
are loving and just, show compassion  
upon me, shower me with your mercy.
 

All this, I pray through your Son, Jesus  
Christ, who came to save us from our sin.
 

Amen.
 

 THE LITURGY OF THE DAY

“No longer was there manna 
for the Israelites, who that year  
ate of the yield of the land of  
Canaan."

(JOSHUA 5:12)
 
Over the forty years that the  
Israelites journeyed through the  
desert, God provided them with  
manna to eat. As soon as they  
were able to enjoy the fruits of  
the Promised Land the manna  
ceased. Likewise, God’s blessings  
to us may change over the years  
but it is important to trust that  
God will always provide us with  
all that we need.

Connect! Sunday Reflection                                                               by John-Marmion Villa
 

The story of the Prodigal Son is familiar to all of us. We’ve heard it time and again. But  
sometimes we forget to look at the situation out of which this famous story comes. The  
beginning of today’s passage sets the scene. There were two groups of people around  
Jesus: the first group were the tax collectors and sinners, the second were the Pharisees  
and the scribes. It’s most interesting to me to note which verb is used by the text to  
describe the action of these two groups: the verb used to describe the action of the first  
group is “were drawing near,” the verb used to describe the action of the second is  
“began to complain.” We can surmise that one group was interested in what Jesus was  
saying, the other group wasn’t. 
 

Perhaps both groups can be represented by the two sons in our story, the younger one  
and the older one. The younger one would eventually recognize his sinfulness and  
“draw near” to his father in that tender moment of return. The older one’s tone of voice  
has an edge of complaint in it if you examine it closely.
 

If we are honest with ourselves, we have the heart of both sons within our own. We  
cycle between repentance and arrogance (or stiff indifference at best) in the spiritual  
life. But more poignant than that is the steadfastness of the father’s character in his  
dealing with both the sons. It is the father’s person that is the striking character in the  
story. What mercy and compassion are lavished on the wayward son! What patience  
and generosity given to the older son! And so God the Father is with us! 
 

Why does the Church give us this familiar passage to reflect upon during this season of  
Lent? Perhaps, it is given to us to remind us that both sons in our story have sinned,  
both experience the magnanimous character of the father, and I imagine that both are  
changed by it as they both are welcomed into the father’s house for the celebration. I  
can only imagine what the conversation was between these sons in the days following  
the party.
 

We are all prodigals who have left the Father’s house in reality (like the younger son) or  
in our hearts and mind (like the older son). We all have stories of being proverbially lost  
and running in the wrong direction. But it helps us to be reminded that others are on  
the narrow path of faith as well. When we hear testimonies of how people overcame  
personal struggles, we are encouraged. If others can find God’s mercy in their troubles,  
then so can we.



An individual may ask a priest to offer a Mass for several reasons: for example, in  
thanksgiving, for the intentions of another person (such as on a birthday), or, as is most  
common, for the repose of the soul of someone who has died. If you wish to schedule a  
Mass intention for a loved one, please call, email or visit the parish office.
 
PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 pm in the church, led by members of the  
Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.
 
 

THE ST. BONIFACE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS LENTEN FISH FRY  IS BACK!
FRIDAY APRIL 8, 5-7 p.m.  $15/person includes delicious fried haddock and french fries  
cooked right here in our parish hall. Purchase tickets after Masses through April 3, or on the  
website. Advance sales only.
 

 
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES
From Bishop McManus: In his apostolic letter Pope Francis writes: “I should no longer say that I  
have neighbors to help, but that I must myself be a neighbor to others.”  In these days of turmoil  
in the Ukraine and around the world, we are being challenged to be neighbors around the globe,  
as we are reminded by the national Catholic Relief Services (CRS) Collection on the weekend of  
April 3. Through your generosity, you can help ease the burdens of our brothers and sisters in  
some of the most marginalized communities in the world. 
 

CRS is actively assisting in Ukraine as well as in neighboring areas of Moldova, Romania and  
Poland to which over 3 million refugees have fled so far. Despite the enormous challenges and  
uncertainty of what is to come, CRS is supporting Caritas Ukraine (of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic  
Church) and Caritas Spes (of the Roman Catholic Church) with a range of support, including:
•   Food assistance: field kitchens that provide hot lunches and snacks.
•   Services at Caritas offices, train stations and other locations for displaced people.
•   Transportation of displaced families to friends, families, and local social services.
 •  Evacuation centers providing shelter, food, and counseling for displaced families. 
 

In other parts of the world, your donation to Catholic Relief Services will feed hungry families,  
provide health care and clean water in remote villages, help farmers to grow better crops, protect  
orphans and vulnerable children, and respond quickly to emergencies. We ask that you  
prayerfully consider how you can support the CRS Collection this year. If you want to learn more  
about the collection and the people who are assisted, please visit www.usccb.org/catholic-relief.
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MASS INTENTIONS
 
Virginia Fernandes, by her family
Patricia Alario, 3rd Anniversary, by her family 
Virginia Fernandes, by her family
Robert Nadeau, 8th Anniversary, by his wife 
Virginia Fernandes, by her family 
Virginia Fernandes, by her family
Lena Poirier, by her family 
Virginia Fernandes, by her family 
Ottavio Angelini, by Mary Angelini 

STEWARDSHIP
  

MARCH 20
•  Sunday Offering
•  Maintenance/Fuel
•  Easter Flowers
•  Other 

Total
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUOUS  

GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT!
Give to our parish whether you’re in the pews  
or not! Many parishioners make their weekly  
offerings online. It’s secure, convenient and  
easy to make one-time or recurring  
donations. Scan the code below with your  
phone or visit www.stboniface-lunenburg.org

 
$ 2,251

42
289

        61
$ 2,643

Saint Boniface 
Lent & Easter Schedule

 

Stations of the Cross — Fridays at 6:00 PM
4th Sunday of Lent —  All Masses
Sr. Vicki Toale, Sisters of St. Dominic in 

New York, guest speaker
5th Sunday of Lent — All Masses

Daughters of St. Paul, also known as the  
"Media Nuns," guest speaker

Palm Sunday, April 10 — Masses
4:00 PM Vigil (April 9), 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

Holy Thursday, April 14 
7:00 PM Mass of the Last Supper

Good Friday, April 15
Ecumenical Stations of the Cross 3:00 PM  

(Lunenburg town gazebo) 
7:00 PM Liturgy

Easter Vigil, April 16
7:00 PM Mass

Easter Sunday, April 17 
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Mass

 Saint Boniface 2022  
Goal:  $22,500 

As of March 21, 2022
Gifts Received:  $5,800 
Thank you!

Scan the code to watch the video and get  
more information about the many ways  
Partners in Charity funds bring hope  
through charity, education and ministry.   
Help us reach our parish goal by donating  
online at Partners-Charity.net, text the  
word DONATE to 84576, or place cash or  
check in the special  envelope at church.



Saint Boniface Church
 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 
 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 
Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 am – 5:00 pm (closed 12:00 – 1:00 pm) 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist
Sunday:  8:00 am, 10:30 am 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 
Holy Hour of Adoration: every Wednesday 5:30-6:30 pm 

Weekday Masses:  6:30 pm Wednesday  |  8:00 am Thursday & Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  
Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  
 

FIRST EUCHARIST  Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First  
Eucharist in grade two. 
 

CONFIRMATION  Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. 
For young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least one year  
prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage preparation  
process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 
 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008,  or email Fr. Omolo at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or 
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 
 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of those who  
pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact the parish office at 978-582-4008, email stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or contact
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net.
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the first  
Wednesday of each month at 7 pm. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact Grand  
Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com.

 Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that
we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.
 

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue
any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.

email
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
lmarcil419@gmail.com
gr610@cffstboniface.onmicrosoft.com
cmkakosgarrity@aol.com
 
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
ninastboniface@gmail.com 

phone
978-582-4008
978-582-4008
978-502-7993 
 
617-823-4237 
 
978-582-4008
978-582-7110 

PARISH STAFF:
Rev. Charles Omolo, Administrator 
Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 
Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 
Terry Stramowski, Religious Education Assistant 
Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 
Louise Nadeau, Sacristan 
Ministry Schedule 
Nina Charpentier, Director, Preschool



WHY IS THE CONSECRATION OF RUSSIA  
SUCH A BIG DEAL?

This consecration was directly requested  
by Our Lady of Fatima 

 

You’ve doubtless heard by now of the Holy  
Father’s impending consecration of Russia and  
Ukraine to the Immaculate Heart of Mary on  
March 25th.
 

In her third apparition to the children of Fatima  
(and, more formally, in a vision to Lucia later),  
Our Lady requested two things: the consecra- 
tion of Russia, and the devotion of the Five First  
Saturdays of reparation. If these requests were  
heeded, she said, Russia would convert and  
there would be peace; if not, Russia would  
spread her errors throughout the world, another  
war would break out, and immense suffering  
would befall the Church and the world.
 

The requests were not heeded, and the world  
endured the dreadful events of the 20th century:  
World War II, the Soviet oppression, the spread  
of communism, etc. The consecration of Russia,  
therefore, also plays a critical role to peace in  
our world today.
 

Now it must be noted that Pope St. John Paul II  
consecrated the world to the Immaculate Heart  
in 1984 and mentioned Russia non-specifically  
in that consecration. It is said that, according to  
Sister Lucia, Our Lady accepted this consecra- 
tion. Arguments exist both for and against its full  
efficacy that we can’t get into here.
 

What is certain is that the consecration of Russia  
is vitally important, and we should pray hard for  
the Holy Father leading up to consecration day.  
We should also be fulfilling Our Lady’s other,  
equally critical request: the devotion of the Five  
First Saturdays. This devotion must be done  
for Russia to be converted.
 

For specific instruction on First Saturday  
Devotions, visit www.Catholic.com/QA/first- 
saturday-devotion-requirements. It takes about  
an hour and a half out of our day. Once a month.  
We can do it, and we must. 
 
Brought to you by The Catholic Company:  
catholiccompany.com 

March 28.   
SAINT CATHARINE of BOLOGNA
The obscurity of the Poor Clare life seems somewhat  
expected, yet Saint Catharine of Bologna was well  
known for her holiness. Even in the quiet Poor Clare  
life, nuns can be examples for the whole Church.
Saint Catharine of Bologna is a patron saint of art and artists.
 
 
 
 
March 29.
SAINT LUDOVICO 
The first part of Saint Ludovico of Casoria’s life was  
somewhat “ordinary,” but not the second. Having had  
what he called a mystical experience, he began  
establishing institutions for all kinds of people in need.  
He even founded two religious communities.
 
 

 
 

March 30.  
SAINT PETER REGALADO
Living right on the edge of some unsettling social and  
ecclesial changes, Saint Peter Regalado chose to turn  
to poverty and simplicity to find his path to God.  
Leading a small band of friars, he strove to live  
Franciscan poverty and penance more fully.
 
 
 

 
March 31.
SAINT STEPHEN of MAR SABA
Saint Stephen of Mar Saba, the nephew of Saint John  
Damascene, became acquainted with monastic life at  
the age of 10. He received and honored all with the  
same kindness. He possessed nothing and lacked  
nothing. In total poverty he possessed all things.
 
 
 
 

 
April 1.
SAINT HUGH of GRENOBLE
Saint Hugh of Grenoble proves that you can’t run away  
from your problems—even if you run to a monastery.  
He tried it, and the Pope called him back to his dio- 
cese. Once he settled down, Saint Hugh did great  
things, fiercely supporting the papacy. Hugh may be  
best known as the patron and benefactor of Saint  
Bruno, founder of the Carthusian Order.

 
April 2.
SAINT FRANCIS of PAOLA
Saint Francis of Paola wanted to live a quiet life of  
solitude. He managed to do this in a cave near Paola,  
but soon followers began to gather. He formed them  
into a community which emphasized pretty severe  
penance and austerity. He began to use the gifts he had  
received, such as the gifts of miracles and prophecy, to  
minister to the people of God. Saint Francis also had a  
public life assisting in the French court.

Saints of the Week

https://www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/why-is-the-consecration-of-russia-such-a-big-deal/?trk_msg=7CEBRUJ65HD4T4PSQ3Q6NDVVNG&trk_contact=MV8D5GRAPLHVPAD6JN7BPON6D8&trk_sid=LNMR1FKRIAMDD7SDN2PAMOCE48&trk_link=PVFGFRC0HA6KLDD5M2G9OBVD54&utm_source=listrak&utm_medium=email&utm_term=https%3a%2f%2fwww.catholiccompany.com%2fgetfed%2fwhy-is-the-consecration-of-russia-such-a-big-deal%2f&utm_campaign=getfed
https://www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/why-is-the-consecration-of-russia-such-a-big-deal/?trk_msg=7CEBRUJ65HD4T4PSQ3Q6NDVVNG&trk_contact=MV8D5GRAPLHVPAD6JN7BPON6D8&trk_sid=LNMR1FKRIAMDD7SDN2PAMOCE48&trk_link=PVFGFRC0HA6KLDD5M2G9OBVD54&utm_source=listrak&utm_medium=email&utm_term=https%3a%2f%2fwww.catholiccompany.com%2fgetfed%2fwhy-is-the-consecration-of-russia-such-a-big-deal%2f&utm_campaign=getfed
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NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
INSTALLING NORTH AMERICAN 

MADE EQUIPMENT
 $500 
 DISCOUNT 
 FOR SENIORS 
 AND VETS

508.612.8656
Nate@NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
Ground or roof installations

Locally owned and operated

380 ELECTRIC AVE. (RT 13)
LUNENBURG

www.WHALOMWASH.com
978-829-0399

dan and jean proctor, owners

Townsend ~ Ayer ~ Fitchburg

Serving St. Boniface Families  
with Three Convenient Locations

Directors: Brian T. Anderson & Michael D. Masciarelli

www.andersonfuneral.com • 800-562-2692

PROCTOR

Site Work  
Title V Inspections

Excavating & Septic Systems

DAN PROCTOR OWNER

978-582-4764
359 Summer St.

Fitchburg, MA
978-345-5425978-345-5425

CARPET CARPET •• VINYL VINYL
LUXURY VINYL  LUXURY VINYL  

PLANKPLANK//TILETILE
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HARDWOODHARDWOOD

www.littlesfloorcovering.com
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Automatic 
Delivery
Budget 
Programs

978-342-9716
WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET
978-342-9716

WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET

Lynn Walsh, Realtor®

Platinum Top Producer
— coldwell banker realty —

4 Monument Sq. | Leominster, MA 01453

978.514.2903
lynn.walsh9@cbrealty.com

Call Me for a FREE Market Analysis

New & Used TiresNew & Used Tires

$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$

Recycled & New PartsRecycled & New Parts

978.534.3137
56 Crawford St • Leominster

airportautoparts.com

William G. Schulze
370 Main Street — West Townsend MA

978-423-8200
Mass State Title 5 • Radon Mitigation
Building Science • Energy Efficiency

Wide Range of Subcontract Services 
Cabinetry • Millwork Historical Renovations  

Excavation • Finish Carpentry • Structural Carpentry

978-597-6277  
William G. Schulze

370 Main Street • West Townsend, Massachusetts 01474

Contact Tom Blanco  
to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or  
(800) 477-4574 x6285

High Quality 
Dental Care 

For The Whole 
Family

978-534-3595
28 Washington Street

Leominster MA 01453

We use safe dental materials and practice using  
the Biomimetic approach (Natural/Conservative)

Emergencies seen promptly

Senior Citizens receive a 10% discount  •  We work with most dental insurances

Robert C. Alario
Certified Public Accountants, PC

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453
292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609
(L) 978-534-1999 (W) 508-755-7575

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499 (W) 508-755-7599
www.robertalario.com
bob@robertalario.com

Small Business Management | Consulting
Interim Management | Special Projects | Coaching  

Municipal Government Specialties
617-365-4612 | jamie@jamietoale.com | www.jamietoale.com

JAMIE TOALE
SUPPORTIVE BUSINESS ALTERNATIVES

Children Ages 
2.9 through 6 years  

Open 7:30 am–5:30 pm
817 Massachusetts Avenue  

Lunenburg, MA 01462
978-582-7110

St. Boniface
Pre-School & Childcare


