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The Second Sunday of Easter / Divine Mercy Sunday

"My Lord and my God!"
 

John 20:28



Connect! Sunday Reflection                                                                           by Allison Gingras                                            
 

Sometimes, it may be hard to remember that we live in Jesus’ victory over sin and  
death, we are not waiting on it. And we, who have not seen and yet believe, are truly  
blessed, as Jesus so compassionately proclaims to Thomas in today’s Gospel.

Jesus showed his Apostles great mercy, even after they abandoned him in his greatest  
hour of need, running and hiding in fear — only St. John the Evangelist (along with  
some of the women) remained and stood at the foot of the cross. However, Jesus’  
greeting as he stands among the Apostles is not a chastisement but instead, “Peace be  
with you” (John 20:19). Jesus demonstrates the limitless power of his mercy as he  
breathes the Spirit upon them, conferring the authority to forgive sins. In yet another  
way, fulfilling the words spoken as Jesus washed their feet, “For I have given you an  
example, that you also should do as I have done to you” (John 13:15).

St. Thomas, sometimes called “Doubting Thomas,” is the only Apostle missing during  
this incredible encounter with the Risen Christ. He struggles to believe, he requires  
signs and wonders, physical evidence to open his eyes to the Truth. Is that not still true  
today, a world so suspect of everyone and everything they struggle to believe?  
However, unlike Thomas, who proclaimed “My Lord and My God,” when Christ reveals  
himself, so many people find temporal explanations to keep them from embracing the  
Savior they so desperately need — who longs to be in communion with them. Maybe  
they entertain the idea of God for a moment, then, like the seed in the Parable of the  
Sower (Matthew 13), they foolishly allow any glimmer of hope to be blown away,  
devoured, scorched, or withered.

In the Catechism of the Catholic Church (699), “Jesus heals the sick and blesses little  
children by laying hands on them. In his name, the Apostles will do the same.” Even  
more pointedly, today, that same power flows through our bishops and priests (and  
deacons), through the imposition of hands, as they continue the work of Jesus and his  
Apostles. 

We experience this spiritual healing most profoundly through the Sacrament of  
Confession. Here, we encounter Christ in a real and personal way, to be cleansed of our  
iniquities and strengthened with the grace to go forth and sin no more. Although we will  
fall again, the grace that we receive in the sacraments empowers us to resist temptation  
and seek God over the things of this world, even if it’s just for a little while. Made right  
with God through this sacrament, we experience an outpouring of God’s mercy. 

Even the most fervent follower of Christ will fail; gratefully, God’s love never does!

 

April 24, 2022 • The Second Sunday of Easter/Divine Mercy Sunday
Readings:  Acts 5:12-16  |  Revelation 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19  |  John 20:19-31
 

n his parable of the lost sheep, Jesus tells of a shepherd who leaves ninety-nine sheep  
behind in order to find the single sheep who went astray. After finding it, rescuing it,  
and bringing it home, he rejoices for the sake of this one who was lost and is now  
found. Fast forward to today’s Gospel. When Jesus appeared to the disciples after his  
death and resurrection, a single disciple was missing: Thomas. John doesn’t specifically  
mention that Jesus noticed, but undoubtedly he realized his absence. And so the  
following week the Good Shepherd returns, intent on finding Thomas, whose doubts  
had led him astray, to restore him to the fold. And Thomas, perhaps realizing that the  
Lord had returned just for him, just to relieve his doubts, just to convince him “do not be  
unbelieving, but believe,” makes the most definitive confession possible: “My Lord and  
my God!” (John 20:27–28).
 
Question of the Week:
What wounds in my community can I help make whole? How will I do this?

“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be 
with you. As the Father has sent me, 

so I send you.’”   (JOHN 20:21)  

Peace – the first gift of the risen Lord.   
Just as Jesus sent the apostles out into  
the world, so too, He sends us.  As  
disciples of Jesus, we are called to be  
compassionate and merciful; and not  
with just those who are our friends,  
but also with our “enemies.”  Think of  
someone in your life with whom you  
might reconcile.  Call them right now  
or better yet, go visit them.

 THE LITURGY OF THE DAY

 PRAYER

Come Holy Spirit, inspire my heart

to seek the mercy Jesus won for me

during His Passion. Help me to live

in the light of Easter, and to cast

aside all darkness and doubt.

May I be counted among the blessed

who do not see, yet believe!



An individual may ask a priest to offer a Mass for several reasons: for example, in thanksgiving, for the intentions  
of another person (such as on a birthday), or, as is most common, for the repose of the soul of someone who has  
died. If you wish to schedule a Mass intention for a loved one, please call, email or visit the parish office.
 
PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 pm in the church, led by members of the  
Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.
 

 
Apr 23
Apr 24 
 
Apr 27
Apr 28 
Apr 30
May 1
May 5
May 7 

 
4:00 pm 
8:00 am 
10:30 am 
6:30 pm
8:00 am
4:00 pm
8:00 am
8:00 am
4:00 pm

MASS INTENTIONS
 
Ottavio Angelini, by Mary Angelini
Carol DiPrima Rankin, by the Paton family 
Judith Corliss, by Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Ciuffetti 
Virginia Fernandes, by her family
John McShane, 3rd Anniversary, by his wife 
Virginia Fernandes, by her family 
Wesley Laford, by the Laford family 
Virginia Fernandes, by her family
Virginia Fernandes, by her family 

STEWARDSHIP
  

APRIL 10, 2022
•  Sunday Offering
•  Maintenance/Fuel  
•  Other  
 
 

APRIL 17, 2022
•  Sunday Offering
•  Maintenance/Fuel 
•  Easter Offering 
•  Other

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUOUS  

GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT!
Give to our parish whether you’re in the pews  
or not! Many parishioners make their weekly  
offerings online. It’s secure, convenient and  
easy to make one-time or recurring  
donations. Scan the code below with your  
phone or visit www.stboniface-lunenburg.org

$ 3,175
316

   179
$ 3,670

OKTOBERFEST IS BACK IN 2022!
Our first planning meeting will be on  

Thursday, April 28, at 6:30 p.m. in the parish  
hall. We need parishioners of all ages to  

help Saint Boniface provide a fun and  
successful community event. Please join us!
 

 Saint Boniface 2022  
Goal:  $22,500 

As of April 7, 2022
28 Gifts Received:  $8,500 
Thank you!

Scan the code to watch the video and get  
more information about the many ways  
Partners in Charity funds bring hope  
through charity, education and ministry.   
Help us reach our parish goal by donating  
online at Partners-Charity.net, text the  
word DONATE to 84576, or place cash or  
check in the special  envelope at church.

 
 

Do you have religious items such as crucifixes, rosaries,  
holy medals, pictures, or statues that are no longer  
used or are in disrepair? We can help you recycle them! Drop  
items off on the stage in the parish hall by May 1st. The Saint Mary  
Recycle Mission Group of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, will be picking up  
here on May 2nd. They have been working with Catholic churches,  
convents, schools, and other organizations, as well as with parishioners  
who have things at home to help rescue and recycle used Religious  
items that are no longer needed. They can take in or give just about  
anything of a Religious nature  such as: • Vestments including chasubles, stoles, albs, etc. •  
Crucifixes • Statues • Rosaries (damaged ok) • Chalices • Altar Ware • Candle Sticks • Relics • Altar  
Books/Missals/Lectionaries • Holy Medals • Holy Cards • Linens • Prayer books (please, no regular  
books or pamphlets) • Framed pictures • Please, no large furniture type items at this time.
 
"Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over,  
will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” - Luke 6:38

$ 2,405
377

1,806
     92

$ 4,680

Jesus is Here is an opportunity for us to deepen our understanding  
of the mystery of Jesus’ presence with us—by listening to powerful  
talks on the Eucharist, by receiving Jesus in the Eucharist, and by  
adoring Him in a time of adoration. Cardinal Seán O’Malley invites  
all the Catholic faithful in the Archdiocese of Boston and surround- 
ing dioceses to join him in closing the Year of the Eucharist at this  
day-long Eucharistic Congress at the Tsongas Center in Lowell.  
Special keynote speakers include Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers,  
Bishop Daniel Flores, Bishop Robert Barron, and singer/songwriters  
Jackie and Bobby Angel. We ask that you register by May 8 (cost is  
$49/person) if you wish to attend with a group from our parish.  
Father Charles will join us. www.bostoncatholic.org/jesus-is-here Join us on June 18!

https://www.bostoncatholic.org/jesus-is-here


Saint Boniface Church
 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 
 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 
Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 am – 5:00 pm (closed 12:00 – 1:00 pm) 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist
Sunday:  8:00 am, 10:30 am 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 
Holy Hour of Adoration: every Wednesday 5:30-6:30 pm 

Weekday Masses:  6:30 pm Wednesday  |  8:00 am Thursday & Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  
Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  
 

FIRST EUCHARIST  Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First  
Eucharist in grade two. 
 

CONFIRMATION  Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. 
For young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least one year  
prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage preparation  
process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 
 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008,  or email Fr. Omolo at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or 
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 
 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of those who  
pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact the parish office at 978-582-4008, email stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or contact
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net.
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the first  
Wednesday of each month at 7 pm. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact Grand  
Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com.

 Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that
we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.
 

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue
any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.

email
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
lmarcil419@gmail.com
gr610@cffstboniface.onmicrosoft.com
cmkakosgarrity@aol.com
 
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
ninastboniface@gmail.com 

phone
978-582-4008
978-582-4008
978-502-7993 
 
617-823-4237 
 
978-582-4008
978-582-7110 

PARISH STAFF:
Rev. Charles Omolo, Administrator 
Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 
Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 
Terry Stramowski, Religious Education Assistant 
Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 
Louise Nadeau, Sacristan 
Ministry Schedule 
Nina Charpentier, Director, Preschool



WHAT'S SO SPECIAL ABOUT PETER, JAMES  
AND  JOHN?

At some of the most important moments in His  
ministry, Our Lord often allows only Peter, James,  
and John to accompany Him. We have three  
instances recounted in the Gospels: the raising of  
Jairus’ daughter, the Transfiguration, and the  
Agony in the Garden.

Why is this privilege given to these particular  
Apostles? There are many reasons why, but we’ll  
focus on one in particular today.

It’s this: each of these disciples embodies one of  
the three theological virtues, and Jesus is telling  
us that these virtues are necessary in order to  
enter into His most profound mysteries.

Let’s start by matching each Apostle with his  
corresponding virtue.

Peter:  Faith. Peter epitomized this virtue in his  
wholehearted profession of Christ’s divinity in  
Matthew 16:16: “You are the Christ, the Son of the  
living God.”

James the Greater:  Hope. James was the first  
Apostle to be martyred. Martyrs particularly  
exemplify this virtue, since—in the face of  
unspeakable suffering—they place all their hope  
in God Who is the reward of the just.

John: Charity. John alone of all the Apostles stayed  
with Christ through His Passion and death, moti- 
vated by his extraordinary love for Him. John’s  
Gospel moreover gives us many insights into the  
love of Christ.

We can see in each of the Gospel instances how  
these virtues come into play:

In the raising of Jairus’ daughter, Christ tells  
Jairus: “Do not fear, only believe,” specifically en- 
couraging the virtue of faith in him.

In the Transfiguration, Christ reveals His divinity  
in order to strengthen the hope of the Apostles.

No clearer proof of Christ’s love exists than the  
events of that Passion, which began with His  
Agony in the Garden and calls us, in the most  
clear and convincing terms, to respond with love.

In life’s trying moments, we’ll need these virtues  
and the prayers of the Apostles who lived them. 

April 25.   
SAINT MARK 
Most likely the first of the four Gospels, the Gospel  
of Mark is brief and pointed. Saint Mark has one  
goal, to present Jesus as God’s crucified messiah,  
and he fulfills that goal concisely. Saint Mark’s  
Gospel seems to have been one of the sources  
used by Saints Matthew and Luke for their works.
Saint Mark is a Patron Saint of notaries and Venice.
 

April 26.
SAINT PEDRO de SAN JOSE BETANCUR
Saint Pedro de San José Betancur was a Secular  
Franciscan who founded a hospital, a shelter, and a  
school for the poor in Guatemala City. He also  
founded a religious congregation for men. Another  
congregation for women, inspired by his life,  
sprang up after his death. Saint Pedro supported  
his work by begging alms.
 
 
April 27.  
SAINT LOUIS MARY GRIGNION
A diocesan priest with a great devotion to Mary,  
Saint Louis Mary Grignion de Montfort attracted  
many people to the faith by his preaching. He lived  
a life of poverty and simplicity, and he encouraged  
daily communion at a time when it was not  
customary to receive the Eucharist frequently.
 
 
 

April 28.
SAINT PETER CHANEL 
A Marist priest and the first martyr of the South  
Pacific, Saint Peter Chanel worked on the island of  
Futuna. Struggling and having little success in his  
evangelization efforts with the local people, Peter  
Chanel was awakened on April 28 and clubbed to  
death in his home. Within two years of his death,  
the whole island had become Catholic.
Saint Peter Chanel is a Patron Saint of Oceania.
 
 

April 29.
SAINT CATHERINE of SIENA
Saint Catherine of Siena was a Third Order  
Dominican known for her contemplation and  
prayer—as well as her involvement in Church and  
civil affairs. During the time when there were two  
and three popes each claiming the papacy, Saint  
Catherine sided with Pope Urban VI. She was  
named a Doctor of the Church in 1970.
Saint Catherine of Siena is a Patron Saint of Europe, fire  
prevention, and Italy.

 
April 30.
SAINT PIUS V
Pope Saint Pius V, a Dominican, was the one  
responsible for the implementation of the results  
of the Council of Trent—no easy task. Refusing to  
remove his Dominican habit, he is also responsible  
for the tradition that popes wear white. His  
Dominican training and spirituality were great  
helps in his efforts to reform the Church.

Saints of the Week
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NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
INSTALLING NORTH AMERICAN 

MADE EQUIPMENT
 $500 
 DISCOUNT 
 FOR SENIORS 
 AND VETS

508.612.8656
Nate@NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
Ground or roof installations

Locally owned and operated

380 ELECTRIC AVE. (RT 13)
LUNENBURG

www.WHALOMWASH.com
978-829-0399

dan and jean proctor, owners

Townsend ~ Ayer ~ Fitchburg

Serving St. Boniface Families  
with Three Convenient Locations

Directors: Brian T. Anderson & Michael D. Masciarelli

www.andersonfuneral.com • 800-562-2692

PROCTOR

Site Work  
Title V Inspections

Excavating & Septic Systems

DAN PROCTOR OWNER

978-582-4764
359 Summer St.

Fitchburg, MA
978-345-5425978-345-5425

CARPET CARPET •• VINYL VINYL
LUXURY VINYL  LUXURY VINYL  

PLANKPLANK//TILETILE
COMMERCIAL COMMERCIAL 
HARDWOODHARDWOOD

www.littlesfloorcovering.com

978-345-0105
yo

ur
 neighborhood garage!

foreign & domestic, auto & lig

ht t
ru

ck

Automatic 
Delivery
Budget 
Programs

978-342-9716
WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET
978-342-9716

WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET

Lynn Walsh, Realtor®

Platinum Top Producer
— coldwell banker realty —

4 Monument Sq. | Leominster, MA 01453

978.514.2903
lynn.walsh9@cbrealty.com

Call Me for a FREE Market Analysis

New & Used TiresNew & Used Tires

$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$

Recycled & New PartsRecycled & New Parts

978.534.3137
56 Crawford St • Leominster

airportautoparts.com

William G. Schulze
370 Main Street — West Townsend MA

978-423-8200
Mass State Title 5 • Radon Mitigation
Building Science • Energy Efficiency

Wide Range of Subcontract Services 
Cabinetry • Millwork Historical Renovations  

Excavation • Finish Carpentry • Structural Carpentry

978-597-6277  
William G. Schulze

370 Main Street • West Townsend, Massachusetts 01474

Contact Tom Blanco  
to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or  
(800) 477-4574 x6285

High Quality 
Dental Care 

For The Whole 
Family

978-534-3595
28 Washington Street

Leominster MA 01453

We use safe dental materials and practice using  
the Biomimetic approach (Natural/Conservative)

Emergencies seen promptly

Senior Citizens receive a 10% discount  •  We work with most dental insurances

Robert C. Alario
Certified Public Accountants, PC

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453
292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609
(L) 978-534-1999 (W) 508-755-7575

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499 (W) 508-755-7599
www.robertalario.com
bob@robertalario.com

Small Business Management | Consulting
Interim Management | Special Projects | Coaching  

Municipal Government Specialties
617-365-4612 | jamie@jamietoale.com | www.jamietoale.com

JAMIE TOALE
SUPPORTIVE BUSINESS ALTERNATIVES

Children Ages 
2.9 through 6 years  

Open 7:30 am–5:30 pm
817 Massachusetts Avenue  

Lunenburg, MA 01462
978-582-7110

St. Boniface
Pre-School & Childcare

One Family One Family 
Insurance Insurance 

AgencyAgency
Auto - Home

Business
978-403-5942

1familyinsurance.com
1 Main Street, Ste 15 

Lunenburg


