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May 15, 2022
 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter

I give you a new commandment: love one another.
 

John 13:34



Connect! Sunday Reflection               by Douglas Sousa, STL 

We are called to love as Jesus loved, even when it hurts.

One of the untold stories about our country’s armed forces is of the priests who serve  
the spiritual needs of those who defend us. One priest who served bravely and faithfully  
was Fr. Emil Joseph Kapaun.

A few years after he was ordained, he decided to serve as an army chaplain and was  
eventually sent to minister to the troops fighting in Korea in 1950. During one especially  
fierce battle, he was given the opportunity to fall back to a safer location in the field.  
However, he refused, preferring to stay by the side of the wounded and dying. He was  
finally captured by the Chinese forces and was marched 87 miles to a prisoner of war  
camp in North Korea.

During his stay at the camp, he regularly risked punishment to visit the other prisoners  
offering them comfort, hearing their confessions, and celebrating Mass. Often he would  
go without food to share it with the sick. He died in the prisoner of war camp of  
starvation and pneumonia on May 23, 1951. Those soldiers who knew Fr. Kapaun called  
him their hero. His humility and love helped them endure imprisonment, torture, and  
hours of interrogation. He was also remembered for the holiness of his life which  
radiated through all he did.

In today’s gospel, Jesus encourages us to love one another as he has loved us. He tells  
us in another place in Saint John’s gospel that there is no greater love than to lay down  
one’s life for another. Jesus showed this love by his willingness to be humiliated,  
scourged, and crucified for our sins. Fr. Emil Kapaun also gives us an example of such  
love in everything he did, especially in his willingness to sacrifice his comfort, his  
health, and eventually his life for his brother soldiers.

It is precisely this type of love that Christ is calling us to express in our everyday lives.  
We often think of love merely as a feeling of affection between spouses, family  
members or friends. It is an emotion or an attachment that is shared and reciprocated.  
If I love you, I expect you to love me back. We also know that this type of love does not  
always last. We lose touch with friends, or we get into conflicts  that cause resentment.  
The minute one person stops loving the other, the relationship comes to an end.

However, this is not the type of love which Jesus is calling us to have. This is not the  
type of love that sets his disciples apart. Rather, the love of Jesus is not based on  
feelings, on whether the other person loves us back or on how convenient the  
relationship is. Instead, Jesus’ love is unconditional, sacrificial, and permanent.

The love of God is demanding. It requires much of us. The only way it is possible to live  
such a love is to realize that God has loved us first. When we experience the  
unconditional, sacrificial, and permanent love of our Heavenly Father, we will find the  
strength and inspiration to love in just the same way. It is the love that Jesus showed on  
the cross. It is the love that Fr. Emil Kapaun and countless other saints have shown in  
their ministries. And it is that love that we are called to show in everything we do.

May 15, 2022 • The Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 14:21-27  |  Revelation 21:1-5a  |  John 13:31-33a, 34-35

Jesus’ commandment to his disciples is a lot more challenging that just the warm fuzzy  
feeling we get when we think of loving one another. No, Jesus asks that we love one  
another in the way that he has loved us. This means we have to be willing to give of  
ourselves, to even lay down our lives for one another. Let John’s vision in Revelation  
inspire us. “God’s dwelling is with the human race,” he says (Revelation 21:3). God is  
right here, renewing us, redeeming us, loving us.

Question of the Week:
How can I open the door of faith to someone else?

“I give you a new commandment: 
love one another.  As I have loved you, 
so you also should love one another."

(JOHN 13:34)  

“As I have loved you,” this is the hard  
part – Jesus’s love is unconditional;  
our love usually comes with strings  
attached. It is easy to love someone  
when they love you back. But it takes  
mercy and compassion to love some-
one when you feel unappreciated, feel  
used or feel like your opinion doesn’t  
matter. It takes courage and the grace  
of God to “love my neighbor” when  
they may be someone you don’t like,  
someone you don’t know or someone  
that doesn’t look like you.

 THE LITURGY OF THE DAY

PRAYER

O God, Trinity of love,
From the profound communion 

of your divine life,
Pour out upon us a torrent 

of fraternal love.
Grant us the love reflected 

in the actions of Jesus,
In his family of Nazareth,

And in the early Christian community.
Grant that we Christians 

may live the Gospel,
Discovering Christ in each human being,

Recognizing him crucified
In the sufferings of the abandoned

And forgotten of our world,
And risen in each brother or sister

Who makes a new start.
Come Holy Spirit,

Show us your beauty in all the peoples 
of the earth,

So that we may discover anew
That all are important 
and all are necessary,

Different faces of the one humanity
That God so loves. 

Amen.

Fratelli Tutti, Pope Francis



An individual may ask a priest to offer a Mass for several reasons: for example, in thanksgiving, for the intentions  
of another person (such as on a birthday), or, as is most common, for the repose of the soul of someone who has  
died. If you wish to schedule a Mass intention for a loved one, please call, email or visit the parish office.
 
PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 pm in the church, led by members of the Saint  
Boniface Knights of Columbus.
 

 
May 14
May 15
May 21
May 22 
 
May 25
May 26
May 28
May 29

 
4:00 pm 
10:30 am 
4:00 pm 
8:00 am
10:30 am
6:30 pm
8:00 am
4:00 pm
9:00 am

MASS INTENTIONS
 
James and Jean Fisher, by Marc and Jeanne Raboin
Kathleen Cronin and Daniel Cronin, by Dr. Joseph Cronin
Virginia Fernandes, by her family 
Judith Corliss, by Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Ciuffetti
J. Brian Connors, 2nd Anniversary, by his family 
Daniel Gilligan, by Marilyn Brown 
Virginia Fernandes, by her family
The deLongchamp Family, by Marc and Jeanne Raboin 
Virginia Fernandes, by her family

STEWARDSHIP
  

MAY 8, 2022
•  Sunday Offering
•  Maintenance/Fuel  
•  Other

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUOUS  

GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT!
Give to your parish whether you’re in the  
pews or not! Many parishioners make their  
weekly offerings online. It’s easy, secure, and  
convenient to make one-time or recurring  
donations. Scan the code below with your  
phone or visit www.stboniface-lunenburg.org

$ 3,319
227

   30
$ 3,576

SAVE THE DATE:  SEPT. 17, 2022!
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Watch for updates as we develop our plans  
for this year's festival. Meanwhile, we will  

need volunteers to help with the white  
elephant sale,  raffle ticket sales,  making  
baked goods,  soliciting donations from  

local businesses, selling ads for our  printed  
program, sign planning and placement,  

and other "jobs" as needed. 
Contact Claude Poirier at

claudelsa@yahoo.com 

Saint Boniface  
2022 Goal:   

$22,500

As of May 6, 2022
48 Gifts Received:   

$15,350 
Thank you!

Scan the code to watch the video and get  
more information about the many ways  
Partners in Charity funds bring hope  
through charity, education and ministry.   
Help us reach our parish goal by donating  
online at Partners-Charity.net, text the  
word DONATE to 84576, or place cash or  
check in the special  envelope at church.

 
 

NORTH STAR FAMILY SHELTER: If you took a tag to donate food and supplies for  
homeless families at the shelter, please return items by 5/22 no later than 11:30 a.m. and place  
them in the back near the St. John the Baptist sculpture under the sign for North Star, or in the  
kitchen refrigerator, with the tag attached.  As always, thank you!

 
ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS!  Our Finance Committee, 
through the Legacy of Hope Campaign, has established a Saint Boniface 
Scholarship for graduating high school seniors who are practicing 
Catholics at our parish. We invite all interested students to complete an 
application and submit a short essay no later than May 20. The topic is 
"What Faith Means to Me" and the essay should be 500 words or less. 
Application forms are at church entrances, at the parish office, or request by email.

Ladies of Saint Boniface:  As we return to "normal" after the pandemic                        
we are reviving our women's ministry at the parish (formerly the "Women's Guild"). 
The first event will be to plan and host a parish brunch on Pentecost Sunday, June 
5th. Women of all ages, please join us for hospitality, spirituality, and service to our 
parish! Registration cards can be found at church entrances. Complete and return 
in the collection basket or to the parish office as soon as possible. 

CHICKEN BBQ DINNER:  The Fitchburg Knights of Columbus are having a chicken BBQ on  
Sunday, May 29, noon - 2:00 p.m.  Half chicken, baked potato, corn-on-the-cob, & cole slaw,  
$15/person. Tickets must be purchased in advance by May 22, and are available at the Knights  
hall, 165 Electric Ave., Fitchburg, or call 978-343-9841. All proceeds benefit KofC charities.

Confirmation:  Monday, May 16, 6:30 p.m. at Saint Cecilia, Leominster
First Communion:  Sunday, June 19, 9:00 a.m. Mass at Saint Boniface
We pray that God will guide and bless our First Communicants and our Confirmation students!
 

Why Give to the Partners in Charity Appeal?
And the king will say to them in reply, “Amen, I say to you, whatever you did  
for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.” (Matthew 25:40) 

Your gift to the Partners in Charity Appeal will support diocesan  
ministries and agencies that collaborate or reach beyond our parish  
resources such as formation of future priests, priests' retirement,  
preparing catechetical leaders and catechists, youth and adult faith  
formation, homeless prevention and emergency stabilization, and  
more.  Every pledge or gift makes a difference. Your gift to this  
Appeal makes happy endings possible.

If you are unable to make a financial gift at this time, please continue  
to pray for the success of this important appeal. We are grateful for  
all you do for our parish and pray that God will continue to bless you  
and your loved ones. 

Saint Boniface Pastoral Council



Saint Boniface Church
 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 
 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 
Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 am – 5:00 pm (closed 12:00 – 1:00 pm) 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist
Sunday:  8:00 am, 10:30 am 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 
Holy Hour of Adoration: every Wednesday 5:30-6:30 pm 

Weekday Masses:  6:30 pm Wednesday  |  8:00 am Thursday & Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  
Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  
 

FIRST EUCHARIST  Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First  
Eucharist in grade two. 
 

CONFIRMATION  Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. 
For young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least one year  
prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage preparation  
process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 
 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008,  or email Fr. Omolo at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or 
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 
 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of those who  
pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact the parish office at 978-582-4008, email stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or contact
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net.
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the first  
Wednesday of each month at 7 pm. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact Grand  
Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com.

 Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that
we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.
 

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue
any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.

email
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
lmarcil419@gmail.com
gr610@cffstboniface.onmicrosoft.com
cmkakosgarrity@aol.com
 
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
ninastboniface@gmail.com 

phone
978-582-4008
978-582-4008
978-502-7993 
 
617-823-4237 
 
978-582-4008
978-582-7110 

PARISH STAFF:
Rev. Charles Omolo, Administrator 
Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 
Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 
Terry Stramowski, Religious Education Assistant 
Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 
Louise Nadeau, Sacristan 
Ministry Schedule 
Nina Charpentier, Director, Preschool



THE FIRST LAY NURSE WHO WAS BEATIFIED
John Paul II said that the work of this woman deeply  

influenced his own thoughts on suffering.

Born in 1902, Hanna Chrzanowska came from a  
well-to-do philanthropic family in Warsaw,  
Poland. She graduated from Warsaw’s school of  
nursing in 1924 and traveled to France and  
Belgium to study community nursing. This would  
be her area of focus for most of her life.

The outbreak of World War II brought tragedy to  
Poland and to Hanna in particular. She lost her  
father in the Sachsenhausen concentration camp,  
her only brother in the massacre of Katyn, and a  
cousin and aunt in the fighting in Warsaw. She  
herself took up the call to aid those in need -- 
assisting refugees, running food banks and soup 
kitchens, and finding shelter for Jewish children 
and other orphans.

The years surrounding the war brought a definite 
flowering of Hanna’s spiritual life. Daily Mass, 
frequent prayer, and deep love of the Blessed 
Sacrament became hallmarks of her devotion. She 
became a Benedictine Oblate in 1956. Their motto 
of “prayer and work” was an apt expression of her 
own spirituality.

When the conflict ended, the Communists were in 
charge, but Hanna courageously continued to 
practice both her faith and her nursing work. She 
was eventually forced into retirement by the au-
thorities, but little did they know that they were 
pushing her towards the work for which she 
would become famous: parish nursing.

In Kraków, Hanna saw that many of the sick were 
invisible: homebound, isolated, and poorly cared 
for. She consulted with a certain Fr. Karol Wojtyla 
(the future Pope John Paul II) about her plans. 
They worked closely together in the coming years 
in this apostolate of the sick.

Hanna and her assistants (a group of priests, 
nurses, seminarians, students, and volunteers) 
brought not just top-quality medical care but also 
new life, joy, and spiritual sustenance to those 
suffering alone. 

May 16.   
SAINT MARGARET of CORTONA
Having run away from her stepmother after her  
mother’s death, she lived with a man and bore him  
a son. After he was found murdered, Margaret and  
her son moved to Cortona where she became a  
Franciscan tertiary. There she pursued a life of  
prayer and penance, established a hospital and  
founded a congregation of tertiary sisters. 
 

May 17.
SAINT PASCHAL BAYLON
Saint Paschal Baylon was born into the Golden Age  
of the Church in Spain: the 16th century. He  
worked as a shepherd where he had ample time  
for prayer and mortification. In 1564, Paschal  
joined the Friars Minor and gave himself whole- 
heartedly to a life of penance. 
Saint Paschal Baylon is a patron saint of Eucharistic  
Congresses and Societies, and shepherds .
 
 

May 18.  
SAINT JOHN I
Saint John I served as pope for about three years  
before he died of maltreatment at the hands of the  
emperor’s men. He had to face the Arian con- 
troversy and negotiate with the eastern part of the  
empire concerning the treatment of heretics.
 
 
 
 
 

May 19.
SAINT THEOPHILUS of CORTE
Saint Theophilus of Corte is a saint known more by  
reputation than by facts. We know that he was a  
Franciscan, ordained priest, and served at a retreat  
house near Subiaco. Theophilus was known for his  
poverty and his preaching.
 

 

 
 
May 20.
SAINT BERNARDINE of SIENA
Saint Bernardine of Siena seems to have been a  
man with a whole lot of energy. He preached,  
reconciled cities, fought heresy, and attracted  
great crowds. Bernardine always traveled by foot,  
and often preached in more than one city on a  
given day. He is best known today for his great  
devotion to the Holy Name of Jesus.
Saint Bernardine of Siena is a patron saint of advertising,  
gambling, Italy, and public relations.

 
May 21.
SAINT CRISTÓBAL MAGALLANES
Saint Cristóbal Magallanes and Companions, 21  
diocesan priests and three laymen, belonged to  
the Cristero movement during the 20th-century  
persecution of the Church in Mexico. Martyred over  
a number of years in eight Mexican states, they  
were beatified and canonized together.

Saints of the Week
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NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
INSTALLING NORTH AMERICAN 

MADE EQUIPMENT
 $500 
 DISCOUNT 
 FOR SENIORS 
 AND VETS

508.612.8656
Nate@NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
Ground or roof installations

Locally owned and operated

380 ELECTRIC AVE. (RT 13)
LUNENBURG

www.WHALOMWASH.com
978-829-0399

dan and jean proctor, owners

Townsend ~ Ayer ~ Fitchburg

Serving St. Boniface Families  
with Three Convenient Locations

Directors: Brian T. Anderson & Michael D. Masciarelli

www.andersonfuneral.com • 800-562-2692

PROCTOR

Site Work  
Title V Inspections

Excavating & Septic Systems

DAN PROCTOR OWNER

978-582-4764
359 Summer St.

Fitchburg, MA
978-345-5425978-345-5425

CARPET CARPET •• VINYL VINYL
LUXURY VINYL  LUXURY VINYL  

PLANKPLANK//TILETILE
COMMERCIAL COMMERCIAL 
HARDWOODHARDWOOD

www.littlesfloorcovering.com

978-345-0105
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 neighborhood garage!

foreign & domestic, auto & lig
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ck

Automatic 
Delivery
Budget 
Programs

978-342-9716
WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET
978-342-9716

WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET

Lynn Walsh, Realtor®

Platinum Top Producer
— coldwell banker realty —

4 Monument Sq. | Leominster, MA 01453

978.514.2903
lynn.walsh9@cbrealty.com

Call Me for a FREE Market Analysis

New & Used TiresNew & Used Tires

$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$

Recycled & New PartsRecycled & New Parts

978.534.3137
56 Crawford St • Leominster

airportautoparts.com

William G. Schulze
370 Main Street — West Townsend MA

978-423-8200
Mass State Title 5 • Radon Mitigation
Building Science • Energy Efficiency

Wide Range of Subcontract Services 
Cabinetry • Millwork Historical Renovations  

Excavation • Finish Carpentry • Structural Carpentry

978-597-6277  
William G. Schulze

370 Main Street • West Townsend, Massachusetts 01474

Contact Tom Blanco  
to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or  
(800) 477-4574 x6285

High Quality 
Dental Care 

For The Whole 
Family

978-534-3595
28 Washington Street

Leominster MA 01453

We use safe dental materials and practice using  
the Biomimetic approach (Natural/Conservative)

Emergencies seen promptly

Senior Citizens receive a 10% discount  •  We work with most dental insurances

Robert C. Alario
Certified Public Accountants, PC

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453
292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609
(L) 978-534-1999 (W) 508-755-7575

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499 (W) 508-755-7599
www.robertalario.com
bob@robertalario.com

Small Business Management | Consulting
Interim Management | Special Projects | Coaching  

Municipal Government Specialties
617-365-4612 | jamie@jamietoale.com | www.jamietoale.com

JAMIE TOALE
SUPPORTIVE BUSINESS ALTERNATIVES

Children Ages 
2.9 through 6 years  

Open 7:30 am–5:30 pm
817 Massachusetts Avenue  

Lunenburg, MA 01462
978-582-7110

St. Boniface
Pre-School & Childcare

One Family One Family 
Insurance Insurance 

AgencyAgency
Auto - Home

Business
978-403-5942

1familyinsurance.com
1 Main Street, Ste 15 

Lunenburg




