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Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

"There is need of only one thing."
Luke 10:42



Connect! Sunday Reflection                                                                 by Allison Gingras

Martha, busy serving and fretting, loses sight of just who this special guest is that has  
come to her home to dine. There is a subtle connection between this week’s Gospel story  
and the Eucharist. We can come to Mass so busy and distracted that we perfunctorily go  
through the motions of Mass, forgetting whom we are so privileged to receive. We all  
easily forget to be like Mary and choose the best part.

Jesus visited the family in Bethany and shared a meal. At Mass, we come to Jesus’ house  
to visit and, yes, share a meal. We, like Martha, may approach Jesus frenzied, anxious,  
and worried about many things — work, home, or family. Jesus’ words to Martha that  
“there is need of only one thing” should refocus our attention, too, on what is truly  
important. Like Martha, our eyes should remember who is before us. Sitting at His feet  
fills us with the blessings and graces necessary for whatever lies ahead. Whether we face  
days of strife, hardship, or smooth sailing, it is inconsequential if we’ve not made  
developing a relationship with Christ our number one priority.

In all things, Jesus’ presence can restore and maintain our peace, keeping us steadfast in  
the hope of what’s to come, not just overwhelmed by the task before us. Jesus is truly  
present before us in the Eucharist. When we eat, we digest the food we’ve consumed,  
converting it into fuel for our bodies. However, when we consume Jesus in the Eucharist,  
he changes us, producing an in-dwelling of grace — fuel for our soul.

Jesus in the Eucharist is fully, truly present under the guise of bread and wine. In the  
flesh, no wonder Mary of Bethany preferred to sit by his side rather than scurry about and  
miss this incredible privilege to be in the master’s presence.

I remember a time in my life when I attended Mass with more of a Martha than a Mary  
mindset. I would grab a bulletin on my way into the church. During the Mass readings, I  
would daydream, running the week’s chores and tasks through my mind. During the  
homily, I would doodle my to-do list in the margins of the bulletin. My mind would  
wander again during the Consecration, unaware of the supernatural, glorious, awe- 
inspiring event happening upon the altar before me. The moment heaven and earth  
mystically collided — the humble substance of bread and wine became the even more  
humble substance of my Lord and Savior. The number one to-do on my list unfolded  
before me, yet I was distracted and longed to be someplace else.

Like Martha, I’d let the world cloud my vision and keep me from the one thing needed —  
the better part. Praise God, like Mary, it was not to be taken from me. Eventually, as I  
learned more about the Catholic faith and the beauty and magnificence of the Sacred  
Liturgy, I allowed myself to be present to all Jesus had for me in those moments. I left my  
agenda at the door and surrendered every moment of this visit to him.

July 17, 2022 • Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Genesis 18:1-10a  |  Colossians 1:24-28 |  Luke 10:38-42

It would appear that Martha is trying to show hospitality when welcoming Jesus into her  
home. She is serving him, presumably cooking and preparing the meal as well. So why  
does Jesus not support her when she complains that her sister is not helping? Perhaps he  
is trying to teach her that there is more to hospitality than providing food and drink.

Mary’s posture indicates that she has become a disciple of Jesus’. It is most unusual in  
the first century for an unmarried Jewish woman to sit at a man’s feet to listen to him  
speak. But it is consistent with the way Luke portrays Jesus treating women in his  
Gospel. Mary demonstrates both a contemplative and an active response to the presence  
of Jesus. We are encouraged to do both as well: listen to and worship the Lord, but also  
see the Lord in those in need and reach out and serve him in them.

Question of the Week:
Am I hospitable to others, to those in need of food and rest, or just in need of company?

 THE LITURGY OF THE DAY

PRAYER

Lord,
I am anxious and worried 

about many things.
Help me to remember there is need

of only one thing — You.
You who comes to me in the Mass,
Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity.
Provide me the grace, to choose
the better part and not allow it

to be taken from me.
Amen.

 

 “…I am a minister in accordance with  
God’s stewardship given to me to bring to  

completion for you the word of God.”
(Colossians 1:25) 

We are all called to evangelize – to convert  
individuals and society by the divine power  
of the Gospel. Our faith is more attractive  
to others by our actions than by our words  
alone. We may not be called to evangelize  
like St. Paul, but we should look for oppor- 
tunities to share our faith through our  
actions and words, especially with those  
closest to us, like our family, friends and  
neighbors. Pray for the courage to joyfully  
express your faith the next time the  
opportunity arises.



An individual may ask a priest to offer a Mass for several reasons: for example, in thanksgiving, for the intentions  
of another person (such as on a birthday), or, as is most common, for the repose of the soul of someone who has  
died. If you wish to schedule a Mass intention for a loved one, please call, email or visit the parish office.
 

PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 pm in the church, led by members of the Saint  
Boniface Knights of Columbus.
 

 
July 16 
July 17
July 20
July 21 
July 23
July 24 
July 30
July 31 
Aug 6
 
Aug 7 
Aug 13

 
4:00 pm
9:00 am
6:30 pm
8:00 am 
4:00 pm
9:00 am
4:00 pm
9:00 am 
4:00 pm
 
9:00 am
4:00 pm

MASS INTENTIONS
 
Virginia Fernandes, by her family 
Ray Powers, by Claire Neas 
Judith Corliss, by Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Ciuffetti
Virginia Fernandes, by her family 
The Reardon/Venesky Family, by Marc & Jeanne Raboin
Ray Powers, by the Gardner family
Virginia Fernandes, by her family 
Diane Melnicki, by the Melnicki family 
The Fisher Family, by Marc & Jeanne Raboin
Peter Charpentier, by Aime & Elaine Charpentier 
Virginia Fernandes, by her family 
The Raboin Family, by Marc & Jeanne Raboin 
Leon Tarbell, 2nd Anniversary, by his family

STEWARDSHIP
JULY 3, 2022
•  Sunday Offering
•  Maintenance/Fuel
•  Other

Total
JULY 10, 2022
•  Sunday Offering
•  Maintenance/Fuel
•  Other

Total
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUOUS  

GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT!
Give to your parish whether you’re in the  
pews or not! Many parishioners make their  
weekly offerings online. It’s easy, secure, and  
convenient to make one-time or recurring  
donations. Scan the code below with your  
phone or visit www.stboniface-lunenburg.org

$ 3,031
434

5
$ 3,470

 
$ 2,569

359
5

$ 2,933

SAVE THE DATE:  SEPT. 17, 2022
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

LET'S MAKE THIS OUR MOST  
SUCCESSFUL EVENT EVER!

VOLUNTEERS ARE STILL NEEDED
Contact Claude Poirier at  
claudelsa@yahoo.com 

2022 SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE:  Saturday 4:00 p.m.  |  Sunday 9:00 a.m.
Effective May 28th through September 4th. 
 
CLEAN OUT YOUR CLOSETS AND ATTICS!
Donations for the Oktoberfest white elephant sale may be left by the stage in the parish  
hall through the month of August. New or gently used items only. We cannot accept  
large furniture, appliances, books, or clothing. THANK YOU!
 
DO YOU HAVE A LITTLE SPARE TIME DURING THE WEEK? 
Saint Boniface is in need of volunteers to help with the following:
• Collection counting — Monday mornings, once or twice a month, approximately 8:30-  
   10:30 a.m., some computer skills required.
• Cleaning the main church — Monday or Tuesday, flexible time, once or twice a month, 
   general cleaning of pews , vacuuming, dusting.
• Parish website — update content as needed, some experience with websites helpful. 
Please contact the parish office if you are interested. 
 

Get Ready for Care Net Fitchburg's Annual Labor Day Walk for Life!
Mark your calendar for September 5, 2022, 10:00 a.m. at Coolidge Park, Fitchburg. More  
info to come soon!

Which modern martyr died defending the Eucharist?
No danger or threat could intimidate this fearless priest.
The Communists didn’t like priests like Fr. János Brenner. They liked  
priests who obeyed. They liked priests who cowered.  But Fr. Brenner  
wasn’t afraid of anyone. He was “full of life, joy, and mischief ” that  
beamed from his million-dollar smile. He was young. He was  
vivacious. He was the Communists’ worst nightmare.

Born in Hungary in 1931, János was only a teenager when the Communist  
government took over his country after World War II. He went to  
Cistercian schools for a little while, but the government soon took over  
the schools, too. Inspired to become a Cistercian himself, he entered at  
the age of 18, but he and his classmates had to learn in secret.

He enrolled in a diocesan seminary and was ordained in 1955. During his  
formation, he wrote, “Even if the road is rough, I look at your pain-ridden  
face and follow you. I ask you only one thing: May I always fulfill most  
precisely what you give to me as my vocation.”

Fr. Brenner was an energetic and selfless priest, having a particular  
popularity with young people (the Communists didn’t like that either). He  

accepted—with joyful and fearless resignation—the inherent dangers of  
his job, even when a government official made him aware of personal  
threats to his life. When his bishop offered to transfer him to a safer  
post, he simply said: “I’m not afraid, I’m happy to stay.”

Two weeks before his 26th birthday, on the freezing night of December  
14th, 1957, Fr. Brenner received a message that someone was dying and  
needed the Last Sacraments. He immediately took his anointing oils and  
the Blessed Sacrament, and set off down the road in the darkness.

But the message was a fake. He was walking into a trap. Ambushed, Fr.  
Brenner was stabbed thirty-two times and trampled in the dirt of the  
road. When they found his body in the morning, he was still clutching  
the Blessed Sacrament—a modern-day Tarcisius who had defended his  
Lord to the end.

Fr. Brenner got to skip the “Venerable” stage and go straight to “Blessed”  
since he was a martyr. He was beatified in May 2018 in Hungary.

Look what you did, Communists. You gave us a saint! One whose  
example encourages us—especially the young—to be fearless Catholics  
in the face of any danger.               (from the Catholic Company: catholiccompany.com)



Saint Boniface Church
 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 
 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 
Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 am – 5:00 pm (closed 12:00 – 1:00 pm) 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist
Sunday:  8:00 am, 10:30 am 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 
Holy Hour of Adoration: every Wednesday 5:30-6:30 pm 

Weekday Masses:  6:30 pm Wednesday  |  8:00 am Thursday & Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  
Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  
 

FIRST EUCHARIST  Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First  
Eucharist in grade two. 
 

CONFIRMATION  Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. 
For young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least one year  
prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage preparation  
process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 
 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008,  or email Fr. Omolo at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or 
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 
 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of those who  
pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact the parish office at 978-582-4008, email stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or contact
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net.
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the first  
Wednesday of each month at 7 pm. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact Grand  
Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com.

 Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that
we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.
 

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue
any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.

email
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
lmarcil419@gmail.com
gr610@cffstboniface.onmicrosoft.com
cmkakosgarrity@aol.com
 
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
ninastboniface@gmail.com 

phone
978-582-4008
978-582-4008
978-502-7993 
 
617-823-4237 
 
978-582-4008
978-582-7110 

PARISH STAFF:
Rev. Charles Omolo, Administrator 
Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 
Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 
Terry Stramowski, Religious Education Assistant 
Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 
Louise Nadeau, Sacristan 
Ministry Schedule 
Nina Charpentier, Director, Preschool



July 18.
SAINT CAMILLUS de LELLIS
Saint Camillus de Lellis was rejected by the  
Capuchins because of an ongoing medical condition.  
Against the advice of a friend, he founded a religious  
community on his own to care for the sick. These  
men proved to be invaluable during the plague,  
caring for the worst of its victims.
Saint Camillus de Lellis is a Patron Saint of hospitals, nurses,  
healthcare workers, and the sick.
 
 
July 19.
SAINT MARY MacKILLOP
Australia’s first canonized saint, Mother Mary  
MacKillop founded the Sisters of Saint Joseph of the  
Sacred Heart, better known as the Josephite Sisters.  
They addressed the educational and social needs of  
the poor, especially of the aborigines. Today the  
Sisters serve throughout Australia, New Zealand,  
Ireland, Peru, East Timor, Scotland, and Brazil.
 
 
July 20.
SAINT APOLLINARIS
Unwilling to take no for an answer, Saint Apollinaris  
was exiled from Ravenna several times, but he always  
returned trying to preach the good news to the  
people. He finally died of a beating he received in a  
suburb of Ravenna.

 

July 21.
SAINT LAWRENCE OF BRINDISI
A Capuchin Franciscan, Lawrence of Brindisi was a  
scholar, administrator, preacher, and lover of the  
poor. Versed in many languages, Saint Lawrence was  
an outstanding scripture scholar and used his know- 
ledge of the holy writings to produce many homilies.  
He served his community as Minister General and  
served the papacy as an emissary and peacemaker.
 

 

July 22.
SAINT MARY MAGDALENE
Whether or not Saint Mary Magdalene was a  
notorious sinner—and she most likely was not—she  
was one of the women who traveled with Jesus and  
the Apostles, and was present at the cross. She also  
was the one chosen to bring the good news of the  
resurrection to the Apostles.
Saint Mary Magdalene is a Patron Saint of penitents and  
perfumers.

July 23.
SAINT BRIDGET of SWEDEN 
Saint Bridget of Sweden was married, a mother of  
eight, and the foundress of a monastery for men and  
women. She spent her final days in Rome seeking to  
correct Church abuses for which she received much  
opposition.
Saint Bridget is a Patron Saint of Sweden, widows, and Europe.

SAINTS OF THE WEEK
Construction Updates

(week of July 4) 

New Preschool Playground 
Additional shade structures were installed and the  
furniture and toys were moved in. The playground  

is completed and is happily in use!

Upper Parking Lot
The basecoat will be installed within the next  

couple of weeks, and then the landscapers can  
come in to begin that part of the project.

Labyrinth
Work continues to clean the area and gravel is being  
put in place. Several planting areas are being cleared  

to prepare for new plants in the coming weeks. 
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NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
INSTALLING NORTH AMERICAN 

MADE EQUIPMENT
 $500 
 DISCOUNT 
 FOR SENIORS 
 AND VETS

508.612.8656
Nate@NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
Ground or roof installations

Locally owned and operated

380 ELECTRIC AVE. (RT 13)
LUNENBURG

www.WHALOMWASH.com
978-829-0399

dan and jean proctor, owners

Townsend ~ Ayer ~ Fitchburg

Serving St. Boniface Families  
with Three Convenient Locations

Directors: Brian T. Anderson & Michael D. Masciarelli

www.andersonfuneral.com • 800-562-2692

PROCTOR

Site Work  
Title V Inspections

Excavating & Septic Systems

DAN PROCTOR OWNER

978-582-4764
359 Summer St.

Fitchburg, MA
978-345-5425978-345-5425

CARPET CARPET •• VINYL VINYL
LUXURY VINYL  LUXURY VINYL  

PLANKPLANK//TILETILE
COMMERCIAL COMMERCIAL 
HARDWOODHARDWOOD

www.littlesfloorcovering.com

978-345-0105
yo

ur
 neighborhood garage!

foreign & domestic, auto & lig

ht t
ru

ck

Automatic 
Delivery
Budget 
Programs

978-342-9716
WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET
978-342-9716

WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET

Lynn Walsh, Realtor®

Platinum Top Producer
— coldwell banker realty —

4 Monument Sq. | Leominster, MA 01453

978.514.2903
lynn.walsh9@cbrealty.com

Call Me for a FREE Market Analysis

New & Used TiresNew & Used Tires

$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$

Recycled & New PartsRecycled & New Parts

978.534.3137
56 Crawford St • Leominster

airportautoparts.com

William G. Schulze
370 Main Street — West Townsend MA

978-423-8200
Mass State Title 5 • Radon Mitigation
Building Science • Energy Efficiency

Wide Range of Subcontract Services 
Cabinetry • Millwork Historical Renovations  

Excavation • Finish Carpentry • Structural Carpentry

978-597-6277  
William G. Schulze

370 Main Street • West Townsend, Massachusetts 01474

Contact Tom Blanco  
to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or  
(800) 477-4574 x6285

High Quality 
Dental Care 

For The Whole 
Family

978-534-3595
28 Washington Street

Leominster MA 01453

We use safe dental materials and practice using  
the Biomimetic approach (Natural/Conservative)

Emergencies seen promptly

Senior Citizens receive a 10% discount  •  We work with most dental insurances

Robert C. Alario
Certified Public Accountants, PC

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453
292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609
(L) 978-534-1999 (W) 508-755-7575

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499 (W) 508-755-7599
www.robertalario.com
bob@robertalario.com

Small Business Management | Consulting
Interim Management | Special Projects | Coaching  

Municipal Government Specialties
617-365-4612 | jamie@jamietoale.com | www.jamietoale.com

JAMIE TOALE
SUPPORTIVE BUSINESS ALTERNATIVES

Children Ages 
2.9 through 6 years  

Open 7:30 am–5:30 pm
817 Massachusetts Avenue  

Lunenburg, MA 01462
978-582-7110

St. Boniface
Pre-School & Childcare

One Family One Family 
Insurance Insurance 

AgencyAgency
Auto - Home

Business
978-403-5942

1familyinsurance.com
1 Main Street, Ste 15 

Lunenburg


