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Connect! Sunday Reflection                                                          by Br. Silas Henderson

What are you passionate about? What stirs up the fire within you?

For some of us, it’s the demands of justice — feeding the hungry, clothing the naked,  
providing drink for those who thirst, freeing those wrongly imprisoned, and making a  
home for the stranger — that brings forth fire. Others among us are passionate about  
prayer and the spiritual life. And then, of course, we have those relationships that we  
protect fiercely. And these are good and worthy… and they are also intimately  
connected, since we can never compartmentalize relationships, spirituality, and the work  
for justice. In this Sunday’s Gospel, we are given a sense of the passion that is burning  
within the heart of Jesus: The Reign of God. But this impassioned, fiery Jesus might  
startle us, as he proclaims his desire that the world be aflame with the same fire that  
consumed him.

The passages from Luke’s Gospel that we are hearing in this span of Ordinary Time are  
inviting us to reflect on what it means to live our faith, putting into practice what we  
profess. At the same time, the passage proclaimed on this 20th Sunday of Ordinary Time  
presents a different, perhaps even startling facet of Jesus’ teachings as the Prince of  
Peace asks, “Do you think that I have come to establish peace on earth?” Of course,  
because that’s what we’ve been taught to expect. That is our hope.

When looked at from the perspective of discipleship, we recognize that what Jesus is  
asking us to consider is the prophetic stance that is part of discipleship. However, as  
Jeremiah proclaimed in the first reading this Sunday, that prophetic stance can put us at  
odds with those who are opposed to the truth. This was certainly true for Jesus, as well.

The challenge is that our passions — especially when we take a prophetic stand — can  
put us at odds with those who are opposed to the truth. As we think of the story of  
Jeremiah and the mission of Jesus, we know that there were some who welcomed their  
preaching and who were caught up in the fire of their mission. Others resisted, however,  
because Jeremiah and Jesus were calling for change and the comforts and complacency  
of these resisters were being burned up by the fire of the prophetic proclamation. This is  
what put Jeremiah in prison. This is what put Jesus on the cross. The status quo couldn’t  
be maintained; old attitudes and behaviors had to be refined within the transforming fire.

In 2016, Pope Francis spoke of this refining fire, when he reflected:
“The fire that Jesus speaks of is the fire of the Holy Spirit, the presence living and working in us from the  
day of our Baptism. It — the fire — is a creative force that purifies and renews, that burns all human  
misery, all selfishness, all sin, which transforms us from within, regenerates us and makes us able to love.  
Jesus wants the Holy Spirit to blaze like fire in our heart, for it is only from the heart that the fire of divine  
love can spread and advance the Kingdom of God. It does not come from the head, it comes from the  
heart. This is why Jesus wants fire to enter our heart. If we open ourselves completely to the action of this  
fire which is the Holy Spirit, He will give us the boldness and the fervor to proclaim to everyone Jesus and  
his consoling message of mercy and salvation, navigating on the open sea, without fear.” 
As we continue our journey through Ordinary Time, reflecting on the demands of our  
discipleship and what it means to truly live the faith we profess, recall the words of Saint  
Catherine of Siena, “Be who God meant you to be and you will set the world on fire.”

August 14, 2022 • Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jeremiah 38:4–6, 8–10  |  Hebrews 12:1–4  |  Luke 12:49-53

We have an advantage that the disciples did not have at this time. We know that after the  
Resurrection the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples in what was depicted as  
multiple tongues of flame. We know that the Holy Spirit aided the disciples in carrying  
out their mission, preaching repentance for the forgiveness of sins and making disciples  
of all nations. We can imagine that the wisdom and fortitude they received allowed them  
to confront sin and evil and that the purifying fire could cauterize the wound they  
produced, allowing healing and reconciliation to begin. In baptism we have received the  
Holy Spirit as well, enabling us to carry on in Jesus’ mission.

Question of the Week:
Can I feel the fire within that leads me to speak out and speak up despite the consequences?

 THE LITURGY OF THE DAY

PRAYER

By your grace,
O Lord,
make us stick to our resolutions,
act with courage,
remain constant in devotion,
extend forgiveness without measure,
love without ceasing,
and live ever in your friendship.
Enable us, with your help,
to put on Christ,
and to manifest him to others
and bear witness to him in the world. 
Amen.

(From The New St. Joseph’s People’s Prayer Book
Catholic Book Publishing Company, 1993)

“Do you think I have come to  
give you peace on Earth?  No, I  

tell you, but rather division.”
 (Luke 12:51)

Many of us like to play it safe, not cause  
waves with our family and friends,  
especially when it comes to politics and  
religion.  We don’t want to cause any  
turmoil.  However, many times this is at the  
expense of the truth.  The truth being  
Jesus Christ.  Too many people are  
misguided because they rely on their own  
limited human ability to reason and are  
not allowing faith in God to guide them.  
Form your conscience; take a stance for  
life, marriage and religious liberty.



An individual may ask a priest to offer a Mass for several reasons: for example, in thanksgiving, for the intentions  
of another person (such as on a birthday), or, as is most common, for the repose of the soul of someone who has  
died. If you wish to schedule a Mass intention for a loved one, please call, email or visit the parish office.
 

PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 pm in the church, led by members of the Saint  
Boniface Knights of Columbus.
 

 
Aug 13 
 
Aug 14
 
Aug 20
Aug 21
Aug 27
Aug 28
Sep 3 
Sep 4 
Sep 10
Sep 11
Sep 17

 
4:00 pm
 
9:00 am
 
4:00 pm
9:00 am
4:00 pm
9:00 am 
4:00 pm
9:00 am 
4:00 pm
9:00 am 
4:00 pm

MASS INTENTIONS
 
The Raboin Family, by Marc & Jeanne Raboin 
Leon Tarbell, 2nd Anniversary, by his family
Tom Cotter, by his wife 
Virginia Fernandes, by her family 
Michael S. Dionne, by Daniel Raboin
Diane Melnicki, by the Melnicki family 
Judith Corliss, by Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Ciuffetti
Ray Powers, by Claude & Jo-Anne Poirier 
Patricia Keegan, by the Cote family
Jim & Gerene Maloney, by their family 
Nancy Cieri, by the Gardner family 
Jim & Gerene Maloney, by their family 
Nancy Cieri, by Claude & Jo-Anne Poirier 

STEWARDSHIP
AUGUST 7, 2022
•  Sunday Offering
•  Maintenance/Fuel
•  Other
                                    Total

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUOUS  

GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT!
Give to your parish whether you’re in the  
pews or not! Many parishioners make their  
weekly offerings online. It’s easy, secure, and  
convenient to make one-time or recurring  
donations. Scan the code below with your  
phone or visit www.stboniface-lunenburg.org

$ 2,598
502

41
$ 3,141

SAVE THE DATE:  SEPT. 17, 2022
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

LET'S MAKE THIS OUR MOST  
SUCCESSFUL EVENT EVER!

If you are available for an hour or two  
on September 17, please sign up to  
volunteer at the event.  Thank you!

Look for signup sheets at church, or  
contact Claude Poirier at  

claudelsa@yahoo.com 

2022 SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE:  Saturday 4:00 p.m.  |  Sunday 9:00 a.m.
Effective May 28 through September 4.

NO THURSDAY/FRIDAY MORNING MASSES:  August 4 through September 2

ADORATION & BENEDICTION: Wednesdays 5:30 PM , August 10 through August 31  

Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life
As Fr. Charles shared in his homily on Word of God Sunday, St.  
Jerome famously said “Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of  
Christ.” Dedicate some time this fall to getting to know Christ  
through the study of Scripture! We will follow the Bible study  
program “Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life.” This 12-week  
journey through Scripture will focus on becoming intimate with  
Jesus’ life and pursuing a life-changing relationship with Him.  
Look forward to discussion and prayer about expectant faith,  
what it means to be touched by Jesus, and the meaning of  
discipleship. We’ll gather weekly on Thursdays at 6:00 PM in the  
church hall September 22 through December 8, 2022. Please  
contact Mike and Stephanie Hausladen at (315)256-3069 or  
email michael.hausladen@live.com if you’d like to participate.

Let your light shine! We are currently looking for  
teachers in grades 6-9. If you have an hour to spare  
2 times a month, our Religious Education program  
would love to have you join the team. Support and  
training are available: we need you to make our  
program a success. Please contact Lucy Marcil at  
978-502-7993 or lmarcil419gmail.com

3rd  ANNUAL LABOR DAY WALK for LIFE
Where?  Coolidge Park Fitchburg, MA
When?  Monday Sept. 5, 2022,  10:00am
Goal?   Raise $30,000 to provide urgent  
services in Fitchburg.

Why Do We Host a Labor Day Walk?
This Walk is designed to raise funds for the free services  
offered at Care Net Fitchburg. Care Net Fitchburg comes  
alongside those experiencing unplanned pregnancies.  
These services include pregnancy testing, ultrasounds,  
pregnancy and childbirth classes, parenting classes, as  
well as post abortion recovery classes. 

REGISTER TODAY at:  
friendsofcarenetfitchburg.org/contactus/
labor-day-virtual-walk-run-registration/

 “Run the race which lies ahead.” 
Are you called to keep your eyes fixed on  
Christ and run the race of faith to heaven as  
a priest, deacon or in the consecrated life?  
Contact the Vocation Office at (508) 630- 
4473 or email: donato.infante@gmail.com.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter offers a variety of in- 
person and virtual marriage experiences, some on  
weekends and some on seven weekdays. Couples will  
explore their relationship with each other, God, and  
the Church.  Registration is limited and a $100  
application fee is required. For more information or  
to apply, call Joe & Ginny Vatelle at 800-710-9963 or  
visit them at https://wwmema.org/.

The Feast of the Assumption of Mary to heaven is  
tomorrow.  Let Mary bring your needs to her son,  
Jesus.  Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experiences  
also focuses on your needs.



Saint Boniface Church
 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 
 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 
Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 am – 5:00 pm (closed 12:00 – 1:00 pm) 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist
Sunday:  8:00 am, 10:30 am  |  Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 

Holy Hour of Adoration: every Wednesday 5:30-6:30 pm 
Weekday Masses:  6:30 pm Wednesday  |  8:00 am Thursday & Friday 

Summer schedule:  Sunday:  9:00 am  |  Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  
Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  
 

FIRST EUCHARIST  Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First  
Eucharist in grade two. 
 

CONFIRMATION  Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. 
For young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least one year  
prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage preparation  
process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 
 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008,  or email Fr. Omolo at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or 
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 
 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of those who  
pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact the parish office at 978-582-4008, email stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or contact
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net.
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the first  
Wednesday of each month at 7 pm. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact Grand  
Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com.

 Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that
we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.
 

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue
any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.

email
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
lmarcil419@gmail.com
gr610@cffstboniface.onmicrosoft.com
cmkakosgarrity@aol.com
 
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
ninastboniface@gmail.com 

phone
978-582-4008
978-582-4008
978-502-7993 
 
617-823-4237 
 
978-582-4008
978-582-7110 

PARISH STAFF:
Rev. Charles Omolo, Administrator 
Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 
Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 
Terry Stramowski, Religious Education Assistant 
Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 
Louise Nadeau, Sacristan 
Ministry Schedule 
Nina Charpentier, Director, Preschool



WHAT MIRACLE HAPPENED AT 
ST. ANN’S SHRINE IN SCRANTON, PA?

The first several years of their new ministry in the  
Pennsylvanian coal-mining city had gone splen- 
didly. They had only come, at first, to conduct their  
usual ministry of retreats and missions, but  
Scranton had taken such a shine to them that they  
were invited to found a permanent community.  
They named it after St. Ann, the mother of Mary.

But now the entire enterprise was about to  
collapse. Literally, collapse.

The problem with coal mining areas is that the  
earth beneath them—compromised by the  
subterranean coal tunnels—is subject to  
dangerous slides and shifts. These can be fatal to  
the integrity of the buildings above ground.

This problem arose for St. Ann’s, which sat upon a  
10-acre plateau known as the “Round Woods.” On  
August 15th, 1911, great cracks suddenly tore the  
ground beneath the building. The monastery had  
survived, but was badly damaged. And then, two  
years later, another terrestrial shift forced the  
Passionists to leave.  A major collapse was im- 
minent, experts said.

But the Passionists and the laity who loved St.  
Ann’s weren’t giving up. On the night of July 28,  
1913, two days after the feast of St. Ann, they  
prayed together through the night. And then, at  
dawn…BOOM! Rumble, roll…what was that noise?  
Could it be the building collapsing?

No! It was two giant boulders rolling into place to  
fill the dangerous cracks that had threatened the  
beloved monastery! The foundations were sturdy  
again. St. Ann’s was saved!

Don’t believe us? Go see it for yourself. St. Ann’s  
Monastery and Shrine Basilica (it was named a  
minor basilica by Pope John Paul II in 1997)  
remains an active community to this day. Each  
Monday they say a weekly novena to St. Ann and  
the Passionist saints, and every July 17th –  
26th they hold a Solemn Novena in honor of their  
patroness—a major event attended by thousands  
of people every year. 

August 15.
ASSUMPTION of the BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
The doctrine of the Assumption of Mary is recent:  
1950. But the belief among the faithful that Mary was  
assumed body and soul into heaven at the time of her  
death dates to the early Church. Mary is also the  
summation of all Christians—what happened to her,  
will happen to us. Thus, she is the testimony of our  
own resurrection at the end of time.
 
 
August 16.
SAINT STEPHEN of HUNGARY
Stephen of Hungary was both a king and a Christian.  
So, he embodied both the civil and the religious  
aspects of life in his person. Saint Stephen expressed  
those aspects in the best way he knew how according  
to his culture and period of history.
Saint Stephen is a Patron Saint of bricklayers and Hungary.
 

August 17.
SAINT JOAN of the CROSS
Transformation from greedy and surly business- 
woman to saint is the story of Saint Joan of the Cross.  
Her conversion is credited to an elderly woman who  
most people thought was crazy, but who reached  
Saint Joan’s heart. Joan of the Cross went on to found  
a religious congregation and several charitable  
institutions.
 
 
August 18.
SAINT LOUIS OF TOULOUSE 
Born into royalty and headed for the throne of his  
father, Saint Louis of Toulouse renounced his status,  
became a Franciscan, and was named a bishop. It was  
during the years that he was held hostage and under  
the tutelage of the Friars, that Saint Louis began to  
realize his call to something other than the throne.
 

 

August 19.
SAINT JOHN EUDES
Saint John Eudes was a noted preacher and  
confessor. He founded several seminaries because he  
saw the need for clerical formation. He also founded a  
couple of religious communities to address other  
needs that he saw. Saint John had a great devotion to  
the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart  
of Mary.
 

August 20.
SAINT BERNARD of CLAIRVAUX 
Wanting to be a simple monk in the quiet of a  
monastery, Bernard of Clairvaux was called instead to  
be a very active member of the Church in his day.  
Preacher, reconciler, adviser, healer—are just a few of  
the roles he played. A man of many talents, Saint  
Bernard used his abilities for the service of God and  
the Church.
 

SAINTS OF THE WEEK

Brought to you by CatholicCompany.com
Strengthen your faith. 

https://www.CatholicCompany.com
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NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
INSTALLING NORTH AMERICAN 

MADE EQUIPMENT
 $500 
 DISCOUNT 
 FOR SENIORS 
 AND VETS

508.612.8656
Nate@NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
Ground or roof installations

Locally owned and operated

380 ELECTRIC AVE. (RT 13)
LUNENBURG

www.WHALOMWASH.com
978-829-0399

dan and jean proctor, owners

Townsend ~ Ayer ~ Fitchburg

Serving St. Boniface Families  
with Three Convenient Locations

Directors: Brian T. Anderson & Michael D. Masciarelli

www.andersonfuneral.com • 800-562-2692

PROCTOR

Site Work  
Title V Inspections

Excavating & Septic Systems

DAN PROCTOR OWNER

978-582-4764
359 Summer St.

Fitchburg, MA
978-345-5425978-345-5425

CARPET CARPET •• VINYL VINYL
LUXURY VINYL  LUXURY VINYL  

PLANKPLANK//TILETILE
COMMERCIAL COMMERCIAL 
HARDWOODHARDWOOD

www.littlesfloorcovering.com

978-345-0105
yo

ur
 neighborhood garage!

foreign & domestic, auto & lig

ht t
ru

ck

Automatic 
Delivery
Budget 
Programs

978-342-9716
WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET
978-342-9716

WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET

Lynn Walsh, Realtor®

Platinum Top Producer
— coldwell banker realty —

4 Monument Sq. | Leominster, MA 01453

978.514.2903
lynn.walsh9@cbrealty.com

Call Me for a FREE Market Analysis

New & Used TiresNew & Used Tires

$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$

Recycled & New PartsRecycled & New Parts

978.534.3137
56 Crawford St • Leominster

airportautoparts.com

William G. Schulze
370 Main Street — West Townsend MA

978-423-8200
Mass State Title 5 • Radon Mitigation
Building Science • Energy Efficiency

Wide Range of Subcontract Services 
Cabinetry • Millwork Historical Renovations  

Excavation • Finish Carpentry • Structural Carpentry

978-597-6277  
William G. Schulze

370 Main Street • West Townsend, Massachusetts 01474

High Quality 
Dental Care 

For The Whole 
Family

978-534-3595
28 Washington Street

Leominster MA 01453

We use safe dental materials and practice using  
the Biomimetic approach (Natural/Conservative)

Emergencies seen promptly

Senior Citizens receive a 10% discount  •  We work with most dental insurances

Robert C. Alario
Certified Public Accountants, PC

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453
292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609
(L) 978-534-1999 (W) 508-755-7575

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499 (W) 508-755-7599
www.robertalario.com
bob@robertalario.com

Small Business Management | Consulting
Interim Management | Special Projects | Coaching  

Municipal Government Specialties
617-365-4612 | jamie@jamietoale.com | www.jamietoale.com

JAMIE TOALE
SUPPORTIVE BUSINESS ALTERNATIVES

Children Ages 
2.9 through 6 years  

Open 7:30 am–5:30 pm
817 Massachusetts Avenue  

Lunenburg, MA 01462
978-582-7110

St. Boniface
Pre-School & Childcare

One Family One Family 
Insurance Insurance 

AgencyAgency
Auto - Home

Business
978-403-5942

1familyinsurance.com
1 Main Street, Ste 15 

Lunenburg

Contact Linda Galvao  
to place an ad today! 
lgalvao@4LPi.com or  
(800) 888-4574 x3441

978-571-6596
Petesplumbinc@gmail.com

www.PetesPlumbingandHeating.com
KOHLER REMODEL PARTNER &  

AUTHORIZED SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE

Fitchburg, MA

978-345-7845

INSTALLATION  |  REPAIR

Oil Burner Service


