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Connect! Sunday Reflection                                      By: Br. John-Marmion Villa, BSC

 
St. Dorotheus of Gaza said, “In some kinds of trees, no fruit is produced as long as the  
branches grow upwards; but if somebody takes a stone and binds it to a branch and pulls  
it down, then the branch will bear fruit. It is similar with a soul; when it humbles itself, it  
bears fruit, and the more fruit it bears, the humbler the soul becomes. The more the  
saints approach God, the more they see themselves as sinners.”
A few years ago, I was caught in disobedience here at the monastery. I argued the  
righteousness of my position, until I heard the sound of arrogance coming through my  
words. I was quite horrified because I had never spoken like that before. It was a  
humiliating experience to admit my fault in a chapter meeting and to ask for forgiveness  
publicly. But I learned a huge lesson that day: my own sense of righteousness can lead to  
my downfall. While I now regret the decision I made that day, I realize there’s a wisdom  
that comes from experience, something that cannot be gained through reading a book.  
Perfectionism is, perhaps, just another word for self-righteousness, the sense that I am  
entitled to live my life the way I see fit. There is a human prudence here, certainly. But  
from another perspective, self-determination can often put us at odds with God’s will in  
our lives … as I learned that day years ago.
Humility is difficult for us because it is an admission of submission to a higher authority.  
In other words, it is giving someone else (aka, God) the permission to be in the driver’s  
seat of our lives. It is for this reason that the Rule of St. Benedict outlines 12 steps  
towards growing in humility. The fifth step deals with the revelation of thoughts to an  
elder. This isn’t the same as sacramental Confession, but “the revelation of secret  
thoughts to an elder was a central practice among the early monks, less for the content  
of the elder’s response than for the self-knowledge it evoked in the monk. Speaking  
honestly about oneself to an elder was considered a means of testing objectively the  
reality of private imaginations.” (Michael Casey, “Living in the Truth: St. Benedict’s  
Teaching on Humility”). One can liken it to having conversations with a therapist or  
spiritual director or sharing in an accountability group. When we find the courage to  
share vulnerably in a healthy manner, we verbalize what were mere thoughts in our  
minds, and we can learn to see the accuracy and/or the distortions in our thought  
processes before we take action.
 While this kind of humble attitude is not easy to pursue, it does have an added benefit: it  
endears you to others. I saw a graphic on Facebook recently that said, “Those who talk  
about their strengths build walls; those who talk about their weaknesses build bridges.”  
Think about this in your own life: who are the types of people that attract your attention?  
And who are those who turn away your attention?
Perhaps this is the lesson that Jesus wants to teach us in today’s Gospel: humility, or  
radical self-honesty, is a necessary component of our faith. It is precisely this depth of  
self-knowledge that can begin to open us up to a deeper knowledge of God beyond what  
can be read in books or blogs or heard in podcasts or at conferences. Can you imagine  
what life would be like if our deepest thoughts could be gently received? Can you  
imagine what life could be like if we knew that there would be no condemnation for  
sharing the darkness of our interior dimension? Can you imagine the relief of knowing  
that our distorted self-talk no longer had control of our lives?
Indeed, I am no different than the rest of humanity in that I am a sinner. But also indeed,  
it is for this reason that Jesus is the savior for humanity. Let’s learn to call upon our need  
for a savior by remembering that we all have needs for which Jesus is the only remedy.

October 23, 2022 • Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sirach 35:12–14, 16–18  | 2 Timothy 4:6–8, 16–18  |Luke 18:9–14
The Lord hears the cry of the poor, but it is not only those in material poverty  
whose cries are heard. The tax collector was probably well off, as he was likely  
earning income from both the government and from the people he cheated.  
However, he was poor in spirit, in need of God’s munificent mercy. Jesus for our  
sake also became poor, but in another sense. God chose to become poor to share  
in our humanity, to suffer with us, to accompany us as we carry our own crosses.  
God heard all these cries, because all of them came to God in humility, acutely  
aware of their dependence upon God.
Question of the Week: How do I see myself dependent upon God? Do I pray humbly, recognizing  
my dependence on God?

 THE LITURGY OF THE DAY

A Prayer
 

God, I am far too often influenced by  
what others think of me.

I am always pretending to be either  
richer or smarter or nicer than I  

really am.
Please prevent me from trying to  

attract attention.
Don’t let me gloat over praise on one  
hand or be discouraged by criticism  

on the other,
nor let me waste time weaving  

imaginary situations in which the  
most heroic, charming, witty person  

present is myself.
Show me how to be humble of heart,  

like You.
 

“…for whoever exalts himself will be  
humbled, and the one who humbles  

himself will be exalted.”
(Luke 18:14)

Pride and ego are the root causes of most of  
our sins.Thinking your time is so valuable or  
your talent is better than anyone else or your  
money gives you status is another way of  
making those things “gods” before God.Pride  
is the opposite of humility.Remember, all that  
we have and all that we are is a gift from  
God.We should be humbled by God’s incredible  
generosity and be grateful for all we have  
been given. Ultimately, gratitude leads us to  
humility.



An individual may ask a priest to offer a Mass for several reasons: for example, in thanksgiving, for the intentions  
of another person (such as on a birthday), or, as is most common, for the repose of the soul of someone who has  
died. If you wish to schedule a Mass intention for a loved one, please call, email or visit the parish office.
 

PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 p.m. in the church, led by members of the Saint  
Boniface Knights of Columbus.
 
 
COMMUNITY CLEAN-UP This year's Community Clean-up day will take place on Saturday,  
November 5th - 9am - 1pm.  We are in need of volunteers to help us with a fall clean up for a few  
of our parishioners.  We will be raking and bagging leaves.  We will meet in our church's upper  
parking lot at 9 am.  All volunteers are asked to contact  Bob Bourque in advance so that we know  
exactly how many yards we will be able to clean this year. 
Bob Bourque at bobbourque@comcast.net or call 978-302-0375.
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MASS INTENTIONS 
Deacon Joseph & Nancy Cieri, by their family 
Shirley Kelly, by Stephanie and Mike Hausladen
Kelly O'Reilly, by Stephanie and Mike Hausladen 
Virginia Fernandes, 1st Anniversary, by her family
Wesley Laford, 1st Anniversary, by the Laford family
Paul Keating, 16th Anniversary, by his children 
Tina Forest, by her family  
Ann Rivard, 3rd Anniversary, by her husband 
Virginia Fernandes, 1st Anniversary, by the family 
Bernard Robarge, 11th Anniversary, by his daughters 
Angelina Arruda, 23rd Anniversary, by her grandchildren 
Louis & Angelina Arruda, by their children 

 
October 16, 2022
•  Sunday Offering
•  Maintenance/Fuel
•  Other 
                                Total

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUOUS  

GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT!
Give to your parish whether you’re in the  
pews or not! Many parishioners make their  
weekly offerings online. It’s easy, secure, and  
convenient to make one-time or recurring  
donations. Scan the code below with your  
phone or visit www.stboniface-lunenburg.org  
and click on "Online Giving Options" in the  
upper left.

 
 

$2405.00
 147.00

0
$2,552.00

 

 
 
Do you wonder what the Knights of Columbus are all about?
                               
                                All men of the parish are invited to attend the November Council meeting
                                at 7pm on November 2nd in the parish hall so you can see what we're                                    
                                doing for the parish.   We regularly meet the first Wednesday of the month.  
                          
 
 
Organ Dedication, Sunday November 13 at 2:00 p.m. 
Please join us as we dedicate our new Organ
and piano in thanks to God and our generous
 parish. We will hold a special concert to show off our new

St. Bernard Cemetery Lot & Columbarium Sale 
St. Bernard Cemetery will be having a sale from October 1st - October 31st  on grave lots  
in the New Calvary Section which was recently plotted with updated regulations  
pertaining to monument and lot layouts. Plus their newly constructed Columbarium  
with niches will also have reduced prices.  Please contact the Cemetery Superintendent  
Ray Spagnuolo at the cemetery office 978-342-4820.  All calls will be returned.  Weekend  
and after hour appointments are available.  
 
Our Lady of the Lake is hosting it's 2nd Annual Craft Beer Night on Friday, October 28th  
7:00 - 10:00 pm.  Tickets are $30 and can be purchased at the door.  Craft Beer, Wine,  
Water , Food, Music & Raffles!

 STEWARDSHIP

instruments (both organ and piano) and hear the Fugue and Friends" of the Montachusett  
Chorale.  After this beautiful one hour concert, we will join in the hall for refreshments  
provided by the Ladies of St. Boniface.  
 
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING Tuesday, October 25th at 7:00 pm in the Parish Hall.  All are  
welcome.
 
Altar Servers  We’re looking for new altar servers. If you have received your First  
Communion you qualify! This is a wonderful opportunity to be more active in the  
celebration of Mass. Please see Louise Nadeau, our sacristan, Lucy Marcil or contact the  
Parish Office for more information.

  

 
 
 



Saint Boniface Church
 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 
 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 
Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 am – 4:00 pm (closed 12:00 – 1:00 pm) 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist
Sunday:  8:00 am, 10:30 am  |  Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 

Holy Hour of Adoration: every Wednesday 5:30-6:30 pm 
Weekday Masses:  6:30 pm Wednesday  |  8:00 am Thursday & Friday 

Summer schedule:  Sunday:  9:00 am  |  Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  
Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  
 

FIRST EUCHARIST  Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First  
Eucharist in grade two. 
 

CONFIRMATION  Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. 
For young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least one year  
prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage preparation  
process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 
 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008,  or email Fr. Omolo at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or 
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 
 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of those who  
pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact the parish office at 978-582-4008, email stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or contact
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net.
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the first  
Wednesday of each month at 7 pm. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact Grand  
Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com.

 Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that
we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.
 

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue
any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.

email
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
lmarcil419@gmail.com
gr610@cffstboniface.onmicrosoft.com
cmkakosgarrity@aol.com
 
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
ninastboniface@gmail.com 

phone
978-582-4008
978-582-4008
978-502-7993 
 
617-823-4237 
 
978-582-4008
978-582-7110 

PARISH STAFF:
Rev. Charles Omolo, Administrator 
Heather Sroka, Administrative Assistant 
Lucy Marcil, Religious Ed Coordinator (Grades 1-6)
Terry Stramowski, Religious Ed Coordinator (Grades 6-10) 
Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 
Louise Nadeau, Sacristan 
Ministry Schedule 
Nina Charpentier, Director, Preschool



 
October 24.
Saint Anthony Mary Claret
Anthony Claret was a missionary, religious  
founder, social reformer, queen’s chaplain,  
writer and publisher, archbishop and refugee.  
He was a Spaniard whose work took him to the  
Canary Islands, Cuba, Madrid, Paris, and to the  
First Vatican Council.
 
 
October 25.
Saint Antônio de Sant’Anna Galvão
Born in Guarantingueta near São Paulo, Antônio  
attended the Jesuit seminary in Belem but later  
decided to become a Franciscan friar. Invested in  
1760, he made final profession the following  
year and was ordained in 1762.
 
October 26.
Saint Peter of Alcantara
Saint Peter of Alcantara lived in the 16th century,  
a time of great Church reform. He was confessor  
for Saint Teresa of Avila, another great reformer.  
Peter was known for his life of penitence and the  
virtue of patience. He founded a branch of the  
Franciscans known as the Alcantarines.

 
 
October 27.
Blessed Bartholomew of Vicenza
Blessed Bartholomew of Vicenza, a Dominican,  
challenged the heresies of his day. Known for his  
ability to preach, he overcame his adversaries  
and helped his diocese become more loyal to  
Rome in a time when anti-papal feeling ran high.
 
 
October 28.
Saints Simon and Jude
Legend has it that Saints Simon and Jude  
traveled to Persia together where they were  
both martyred. This may explain why they share  
the same feast day. Saint Simon is usually  
referred to as "the Zealot,” and Saint Jude, also  
known as Thaddeus, is often considered the  
brother of Saint James the Lesser.
 

October 29.
Saint Narcissus of Jerusalem
Some speculate that Saint Narcissus lived well  
beyond 100; some say he lived to 160. We don't  
know much about him, but a number of miracles  
are attributed to him. Narcissus served as  
bishop of Jerusalem in the late second century.
 

SAINTS OF THE WEEK

 
What are the Catholic origins of Halloween?

Though it is often hijacked by the pagan,  
demonic, and secular, 

 
All Hallows’ Eve has a treasured place in Catholic  
tradition…but you’d never know it when walking  
down the street in October, seeing houses gaudily  
strewn with fake spiderwebs, skeletons, and  
repulsive cadavers. Some Christians have  
considered withdrawing totally from this “holiday,”  
since it seems like the domain of the devil.
But the proper celebration of Halloween is very  
much a part of Catholic tradition.
 Halloween is another word for “All Hallows’  
Eve”—the  
eve of All Saints’ Day. In the old Church  
calendar, the Vigil of All Saints was a liturgical  
event. It had its own Mass, where the priest would  
vest in penitential purple, the usual color for vigils.  
He would don white in the evening for the First  
Vespers of All Saints, which marked the beginning  
of the Church’s celebration of this great holy day.
Together, the Vigil (October 31st), the Feast of All  
Saints (November 1st), and the Commemoration of  
All Souls (November 2nd) formed a comprehensive  
picture of the Catholic view of the afterlife.
Then, there are the Vespers of the  
Dead—sometimes  
called “Black Vespers,” since the priest  
would vest in black, the color of death and  
mourning. These Vespers were not officially said  
on Halloween, but rather after Second Vespers on  
All Saints’ Day, looking toward All Souls’ Day. In the  
Catholic region of Brittany, a devotion developed  
of saying these Vespers on Halloween itself. It  
seems these Breton folk were quite solemn on  
Halloween and kept the importance of praying for  
the dead at the forefront of their Vigil doings.
In the British Isles, festive All Hallows’ Eve  
traditions arose that will sound familiar to you.  
Children would go door-to-door begging for a “soul  
cake” and promising in return to pray for the  
deceased of the giver’s family. The Halloween  
tradition of dressing up is also potentially  
connected with this custom (pictured below: an  
excellent Halloween/All Saints costume—St.  
Michael!).
 Because of her Protestant leanings, Queen  
Elizabeth I forbade the traditions associated with  
All Souls’ Day. But these customs escaped her anti- 
Catholic, anti-fun edicts and have made their way  
down the centuries to us today.
 
So let’s celebrate Halloween correctly, shall we?
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NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
INSTALLING NORTH AMERICAN 

MADE EQUIPMENT
 $500 
 DISCOUNT 
 FOR SENIORS 
 AND VETS

508.612.8656
Nate@NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
Ground or roof installations

Locally owned and operated

380 ELECTRIC AVE. (RT 13)
LUNENBURG

www.WHALOMWASH.com
978-829-0399

dan and jean proctor, owners

Townsend ~ Ayer ~ Fitchburg

Serving St. Boniface Families  
with Three Convenient Locations

Directors: Brian T. Anderson & Michael D. Masciarelli

www.andersonfuneral.com • 800-562-2692

PROCTOR

Site Work  
Title V Inspections

Excavating & Septic Systems

DAN PROCTOR OWNER

978-582-4764
359 Summer St.

Fitchburg, MA
978-345-5425978-345-5425
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978-342-9716
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978-342-9716
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Lynn Walsh, Realtor®

Platinum Top Producer
— coldwell banker realty —

4 Monument Sq. | Leominster, MA 01453

978.514.2903
lynn.walsh9@cbrealty.com

Call Me for a FREE Market Analysis

New & Used TiresNew & Used Tires

$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$

Recycled & New PartsRecycled & New Parts

978.534.3137
56 Crawford St • Leominster

airportautoparts.com

William G. Schulze
370 Main Street — West Townsend MA

978-423-8200
Mass State Title 5 • Radon Mitigation
Building Science • Energy Efficiency

Wide Range of Subcontract Services 
Cabinetry • Millwork Historical Renovations  

Excavation • Finish Carpentry • Structural Carpentry

978-597-6277  
William G. Schulze

370 Main Street • West Townsend, Massachusetts 01474

High Quality 
Dental Care 

For The Whole 
Family

978-534-3595
28 Washington Street

Leominster MA 01453

We use safe dental materials and practice using  
the Biomimetic approach (Natural/Conservative)

Emergencies seen promptly

Senior Citizens receive a 10% discount  •  We work with most dental insurances

Robert C. Alario
Certified Public Accountants, PC

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453
292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609
(L) 978-534-1999 (W) 508-755-7575

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499 (W) 508-755-7599
www.robertalario.com
bob@robertalario.com

Small Business Management | Consulting
Interim Management | Special Projects | Coaching  

Municipal Government Specialties
617-365-4612 | jamie@jamietoale.com | www.jamietoale.com

JAMIE TOALE
SUPPORTIVE BUSINESS ALTERNATIVES

Children Ages 
2.9 through 6 years  

Open 7:30 am–5:30 pm
817 Massachusetts Avenue  

Lunenburg, MA 01462
978-582-7110

St. Boniface
Pre-School & Childcare

One Family One Family 
Insurance Insurance 

AgencyAgency
Auto - Home

Business
978-403-5942

1familyinsurance.com
1 Main Street, Ste 15 

Lunenburg

978-571-6596
Petesplumbinc@gmail.com

www.PetesPlumbingandHeating.com
KOHLER REMODEL PARTNER &  

AUTHORIZED SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE

Fitchburg, MA

978-345-7845

INSTALLATION  |  REPAIR

Oil Burner Service

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Tom Blanco

tblanco@4LPi.co 
(800) 477-4574 x6285


