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Connect! Sunday Reflection                                      By: Fr. Mark Suslenko
“We are hearing the word “Armageddon” tossed around the media and even out of the mouths of leaders on several occasions  
these days. While Armageddon has specific Biblical significance, it is a term that is loosely used to describe a cataclysmic battle  
signifying the end of the world. Between the Russian/Ukraine war and rising concerns with North Korea and China, one can easily  
wonder if world tensions are escalating to an alarming fever pitch and coming to a head. Political, religious and ideological  
disparities as well as many people giving voice to a general feeling of discontent with increased acts of violence also cause many  
to wonder. Does everything that is happening indicate that the present world, as we know it, is coming to an end?

Jesus told us that the world would one day come to an end. On this point he is very clear. He even goes on to describe some of  
what we will see in the Gospel for this Sunday. He tells of wars and insurrections, nation rising against nation, kingdom against  
kingdom, of powerful earthquakes, famines and plagues, awesome sights, and mighty signs from the sky. Even the prophet  
Malachi, chastising people centuries before, warns of a purifying fire. These themes are evident in salvation history and must be  
acknowledged. It is certain that the world will one day come to an end and Christ will reign supreme. This is our faith.

Some people make it their personal ambition to attempt to determine precisely WHEN this event will take place. They read the  
signs of the times, cite scripture references, and consult popular prophetic predictions, some of which are centuries old. They  
purport to have a certain credibility in this discipline, gaining a hearing in some circles even if just an entertaining curiosity. But is  
it really necessary to know? It seems to me that if Jesus thought it was important for us to have that answer he would have been  
more specific when the disciples asked the question. All Jesus acknowledged is what scripture already confirms: the end will  
inevitably come.

 What Jesus did spend some time detailing is what his disciples need to do before the end comes. He is quite clear that we must  
remain faithful, face persecution, endure suffering, face wars and insurrections, and give testimony. Jesus firmly reminds us that  
everything we have created, no matter how beautiful and durable we may find it to be, will pass away. What is our level of  
attachment to earthly things? Even our houses of worship, shrines, and temples capture our attention and concern more than the  
one they are meant to honor. If what we seemingly will “lose” when the world comes to an end becomes a worry, obsession, or  
preoccupation, then we need wonder how deep our faith really is. Consumed with all of the things we have built and established  
for ourselves and seeking to preserve them, we forget that we belong to a different kingdom, the Kingdom of God. Are all of these  
things what we are ultimately called to preserve and serve?

The Gospel is always our guide. We can never tire or lose sight of our vocation to live just lives and be non-violent pursuers of  
peace. We are always and everywhere called to act on behalf of the poor, turning our cheek to those who hurt us most. But when  
powers that are dark, persistent, strong, and dominant override the path to peace and love that we hold so dear, we have to stand  
firm and realize whose kingdom we ultimately serve. We serve the Kingdom of God! Jesus cautions that we do not allow ourselves  
to be overwhelmed or overly terrified by the agonies, power struggles and disappointments of the world. Although we may be  
apprehensive and uncertain when faced with complex challenges, God is with us. God is the One who can never be taken away!

True, authentic, and unconditional love is not subject to time and seasons. It is always and forever. Our love of God must be the  
same. Our love of God must not be the love of sometimes or when it’s convenient. What matters to us as we embrace a new  
moment or a new day in our lives? Preserving what we have established for ourselves or deepening our devotion to and  
relationship with God? If our relationship with God, the strength and integrity of our souls, and the steadfastness of our character  
are of utmost importance, then it matters little when the physical end will come. Our priorities will be in order, and we will be  
ready to go where God will take us. We will fall into the arms of love’s author and become who we wanted to be all along. As St.  
Ignatius of Antioch reminds us, “only on my arrival there (in heaven with God) can I be fully a human being.” God will give us the  
strength and inspiration we need. We will discover the necessary courage ahead, in spite of persecution and even death itself.

 Sometimes knowing too much is a bad thing. It can take the adventure, wonder and excitement out of living. Do you really want to  
know the exact day, hour, and circumstances of your death? Knowing too much can bring one to apathy, disillusionment, fear,  
anxiety, dread, and cynicism, robbing the soul of the love and freedom it needs to soar! Not knowing can be a beautiful thing! It  
allows for daily surprises, wonder and awe, new discoveries, playfulness, joy, contentment, and even laughter in the midst of the  
direst of circumstances. The unknown of the future allows us to discover the riches and depth of God, who is the delight and joy of  
our souls.

Learning to hold all of life’s experiences in balance is one of the goals of the spiritual life. Finding our way through death and life,  
suffering and bliss, war and peace, anger and acceptance, love and hate, violence and peace, while still holding firm to the  
providential and unconditional love of God is paramount. Acts of violence and the brokenness of life can easily harden us and  
make us bitter. We have to resist this temptation and bring ourselves back to love. We must keep ourselves focused on what really  
matters and not get too dependent upon the material, tangible, and superficial. It is the only way we will find God and become  
who we are meant to be. Christians have to show others the path to unconditional love. The world desperately needs this  
message. People need to have their relationships with God, others, themselves, and the world restored to proper order so that all  
can work together in service of the Kingdom of God. This message is not always received with open and welcome arms. But, it is a  
message that must be heard and one that must be preached.

November 13, 2022 • Thirty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Malachi 3:19–20a  | 2 Thessalonians 3:7–12 Luke 21:5–19
Did Jesus foresee the actual destruction of the temple, which occurred just a few decades later  
when the Roman army recaptured the city of Jerusalem? Or did he simply realize that nothing built  
by humans was destined to last forever? Indeed, the kind of time Jesus speaks of here is kairos, not  
chronos. The signs will come at a decisive moment in time (kairos), not in sequence during a stretch  
of chronological time (chronos). We should not be thinking of the end as a time that’s approaching  
like the stroke of midnight. It is a time that comes when it comes: inevitably, yes, but unpredictably,  
like a thief in the night.

Question of the Week:Can I take the urgency of not knowing when the end times will  
come for me or for the world and channel it to do something good? What practical  
thing can I do this week to help carry out Jesus’ mission?

 THE LITURGY OF THE DAY

 
 

God, it seems that every time I turn  
on the news, the world gets a little  

worse each day. I know sin has  
ravaged this planet and that the  

world will lack complete peace until  
you return. Nevertheless, I ask that  

you intervene in the world and grant  
us peace. Help us to find more ways  
to love our neighbors and show the  

world your goodness. Amen.

“…Rather, we wanted to present  
ourselves as a model for you, so  

that you might imitate us.” 
(2 THESSALONIANS 3:9)

Most people who live a grateful and  
generous lifestyle don’t go around  
bragging about it.But through their words  
and actions, others do take notice.They  
notice because of the joy and peace that  
results and others desire this in their  
own life.Know that the way you live your  
life may be the only interaction others  
may have with our Catholic faith.



An individual may ask a priest to offer a Mass for several reasons: for example, in thanksgiving, for the intentions  
of another person (such as on a birthday), or, as is most common, for the repose of the soul of someone who has  
died. If you wish to schedule a Mass intention for a loved one, please call, email or visit the parish office.
 

PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 p.m. in the church, led by members of the Saint  
Boniface Knights of Columbus.
 
CONGRATULATIONS to Rose Elizabeth, daughter of Laura and Steven Adam, who was  
Baptized at St. Boniface on November 12th.  Welcome to the Parish Family!

 
 
Nov 12 
Nov 19 
Nov 20
Nov 5 
Dec 3 
Dec 10 
Dec 17 
Dec 31 
Jan 22

 
 
4:00 pm 
4:00 pm 
8:00 am 
4:00 pm 
4:00 pm
4:00 pm 
4:00 pm
$:00 pm 
8:00 am 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
Paul Keating, 16th Anniversary, by his children 
Tina Forest, by her family  
Ann Rivard, 3rd Anniversary, by her husband 
Virginia Fernandes, 1st Anniversary, by the family 
Bernard Robarge, 11th Anniversary, by his daughters 
Angelina Arruda, 23rd Anniversary, by her grandchildren 
Louis & Angelina Arruda, by their children
John McQuaid,  by his family 
Thomas Cotter, 2nd Anniversary, by his family 

 
October 2022 ACH
 
ECatholic    
TD Bank 
 
TOTAL

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUOUS  

GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT!
Give to your parish whether you’re in the  
pews or not! Many parishioners make their  
weekly offerings online. It’s easy, secure, and  
convenient to make one-time or recurring  
donations. Scan the code below with your  
phone or visit www.stboniface-lunenburg.org  
and click on "Online Giving Options" in the  
upper left.

 
 
 

$3,847
$1,412

 
$5,259

 

THANK YOU Many thanks to all the Parishioners who contributed to the food and  
supplies needed for the last rotation of the North Star Family Shelter.  There were four  
homeless families in the Shelter.  A special thanks to Nancy Murray and Erin Peplowski,  
Monica Robles, Judit Ernst , Gerri Gardner and Nanette Quinlan for making dinners for  
the families.  

ALL SOULS MASS will be held on November 20th at 10:30 am.  Mass will be said in  
rememberence of our parishioners lost from November 2021 - October 2022.  
 
CALLING ALL SINGERS!  Wednesday, November 20 at 7 pm the Seasonal Choir will gather to  
rehearse carols and more to add some beauty to our Christmas Eve Liturgy.  Singers age 14 - 107  
are invited and welcomed to join.  No choir experience necessary but singing in the shower and  
with the car radio counts.  

 STEWARDSHIP

SUCCESS!  Thank you to the fourteen parishioners who participated in our parish's annual  
Community Service Day Saturday, November 5th.  We were able to assist three of our  
fellow parishioners with their yard work this year.  
 
 
Homemakers/PC Aides Wanted Catholic Charities Home Care is currently accepting  
applications for Homemakers/PC Aides to work in the Worcester County area.  Flexible  
hours. competitive wages.  Must have a reliable car and phone.  Please call 978-537-7438.  
AA/AOE
 
World Wide Marriage Encounter is sponsoring a variety of in-person and virtual marriage  
experiences, some weekends and some on seven weekdays.  Couples will explore their  
relationship with each other, God and the Church.  Registration is limited and a $100  
application fee is required.  For more information or to apply, call Joe & Ginny Vatelle at  
800-710-9963or visit them at wwmema.org.  As fall winds down, look for the inner beauty  
and dignity of your spouse.  Attend a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience together. 
Nov 18-20 at location TBD in Connecticut.  
 
St. Leo School Holiday Fair is on Saturday November 19 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm  
located at 120 Main Street Leominster.  This year's fall will include many area crafters,   
beautiful baskets, raffles, money tree raffle and children's activities.  Our famous potluck  
booth will return along with a new cookie booth.  S'amreray's Food Truck will be servicing  
delicious soups and hot sandwiches.  Free door prize raffle to win $200.00.  All are  
welcome to join us.  

 



Saint Boniface Church
 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 
 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 
Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 am – 4:00 pm (closed 12:00 – 1:00 pm) 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist
Sunday:  8:00 am, 10:30 am  |  Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 

Holy Hour of Adoration: every Wednesday 5:30-6:30 pm 
Weekday Masses:  6:30 pm Wednesday  |  8:00 am Thursday & Friday 

Summer schedule:  Sunday:  9:00 am  |  Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  
Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  
 

FIRST EUCHARIST  Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First  
Eucharist in grade two. 
 

CONFIRMATION  Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. 
For young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least one year  
prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage preparation  
process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 
 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008,  or email Fr. Omolo at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or 
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 
 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of those who  
pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact the parish office at 978-582-4008, email stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or contact
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net.
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the first  
Wednesday of each month at 7 pm. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact Grand  
Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com.

 Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that
we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.
 

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue
any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.

email
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
lmarcil419@gmail.com
gr610@cffstboniface.onmicrosoft.com
cmkakosgarrity@aol.com
 
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
ninastboniface@gmail.com 

phone
978-582-4008
978-582-4008
978-502-7993 
 
617-823-4237 
 
978-582-4008
978-582-7110 

PARISH STAFF:
Rev. Charles Omolo, Administrator 
Heather Sroka, Administrative Assistant 
Lucy Marcil, Religious Ed Coordinator (Grades 1-6)
Terry Stramowski, Religious Ed Coordinator (Grades 6-10) 
Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 
Louise Nadeau, Sacristan 
Ministry Schedule 
Nina Charpentier, Director, Preschool



November 14.
Saint Gertrude the Great
Saint Gertrude, a Benedictine nun, was one of the  
great mystics of the 13th century. Her form of  
spirituality was a blend of liturgical and personal  
prayer rooted in the Scriptures.
 
 
November 15.
Saint Albert the Great
Saint Albert the Great was a highly influential 13th- 
century German Dominican. Probably best known  
in philosophical circles as the master of Saint  
Thomas Aquinas, Saint Albert deserves recognition  
on his own. He was a voracious writer who  
composed a compendium of all knowledge.
 
 
November 16.
Saint Margaret of Scotland
Saint Margaret of Scotland was considered Scottish  
because her family was rescued by the king of  
Scotland as they fled William the Conqueror. She  
married the king and introduced him and his  
country to a more cultured life. They had six sons  
and two daughters.

 
 
November 17.
Saint Elizabeth of Hungary
She died before her 24th birthday, but in those few  
years Saint Elizabeth was a wife, mother, queen,  
widow, the founder of a hospital, and did other  
charitable works of mercy. For the last three years  
of her life she was a Secular Franciscan and worked  
tirelessly for the poor.
 
 
November 18.
Dedication of Churches of Saints Peter and Paul
St. Peter Basilica is probably the most famous  
church in Christendom and the largest in the city of  
Rome. St. Paul Outside-the-Walls is second in size  
only to St. Peter’s. Built over the presumed graves  
of these two saints, they are attractive places of  
prayer for the faithful.
 
 
November 19.
Saint Agnes of Assisi
Often confused with Saint Agnes of Bohemia to  
whom Saint Clare wrote her famous letters, Saint  
Agnes of Assisi was Saint Clare’s biological younger  
sister as well as first follower in the way of poverty.
 

SAINTS OF THE WEEK

 
Why is the fish a symbol of Christ?

 
Learn the meaning behind one of  

Christianity’s most ancient symbols.
It’s everywhere. In ancient Christian  
catacombs, inscribed on sarcophagi,  
in mosaics and other art forms. We  

see it in churches, on t-shirts, on cars,  
and in the 

It’s a symbol we still use today to say,  
“I am a Christian.”

But why do we use a fish to say this?
The fish has several interrelated  

meanings in Christian symbolism.  
Widely used in Sacred Scripture in  
both the Old and New Testaments,  

the fish is understood to mean both  
Christ Himself and the Christians who  
follow Him, and is also an important  

symbol of the Holy Eucharist.
One of the most fascinating and  

beautiful facets of the fish symbol is  
its use as an acronym. If you take the  
first letter of each of the Greek words  

“Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior,” you  
get the word ICHTHYS: fish in Greek.  
So the fish is a profession of faith in  
Christ, His divine identity, and His  

saving mission.
It is likely that such symbols assisted  

the early Christians in times of  
persecution, when they needed a way  

to communicate with one another  
without arousing pagan suspicions. 
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NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
INSTALLING NORTH AMERICAN 

MADE EQUIPMENT
 $500 
 DISCOUNT 
 FOR SENIORS 
 AND VETS

508.612.8656
Nate@NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
Ground or roof installations

Locally owned and operated

380 ELECTRIC AVE. (RT 13)
LUNENBURG

www.WHALOMWASH.com
978-829-0399

dan and jean proctor, owners

Townsend ~ Ayer ~ Fitchburg

Serving St. Boniface Families  
with Three Convenient Locations

Directors: Brian T. Anderson & Michael D. Masciarelli

www.andersonfuneral.com • 800-562-2692

PROCTOR

Site Work  
Title V Inspections

Excavating & Septic Systems

DAN PROCTOR OWNER

978-582-4764
359 Summer St.

Fitchburg, MA
978-345-5425978-345-5425

CARPET CARPET •• VINYL VINYL
LUXURY VINYL  LUXURY VINYL  

PLANKPLANK//TILETILE
COMMERCIAL COMMERCIAL 
HARDWOODHARDWOOD

www.littlesfloorcovering.com

978-345-0105
yo

ur
 neighborhood garage!

foreign & domestic, auto & lig

ht t
ru

ck

Automatic 
Delivery
Budget 
Programs

978-342-9716
WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET
978-342-9716

WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET

Lynn Walsh, Realtor®

Platinum Top Producer
— coldwell banker realty —

4 Monument Sq. | Leominster, MA 01453

978.514.2903
lynn.walsh9@cbrealty.com

Call Me for a FREE Market Analysis

New & Used TiresNew & Used Tires

$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$

Recycled & New PartsRecycled & New Parts

978.534.3137
56 Crawford St • Leominster

airportautoparts.com

William G. Schulze
370 Main Street — West Townsend MA

978-423-8200
Mass State Title 5 • Radon Mitigation
Building Science • Energy Efficiency

Wide Range of Subcontract Services 
Cabinetry • Millwork Historical Renovations  

Excavation • Finish Carpentry • Structural Carpentry

978-597-6277  
William G. Schulze

370 Main Street • West Townsend, Massachusetts 01474

High Quality 
Dental Care 

For The Whole 
Family

978-534-3595
28 Washington Street

Leominster MA 01453

We use safe dental materials and practice using  
the Biomimetic approach (Natural/Conservative)

Emergencies seen promptly

Senior Citizens receive a 10% discount  •  We work with most dental insurances

Robert C. Alario
Certified Public Accountants, PC

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453
292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609
(L) 978-534-1999 (W) 508-755-7575

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499 (W) 508-755-7599
www.robertalario.com
bob@robertalario.com

Small Business Management | Consulting
Interim Management | Special Projects | Coaching  

Municipal Government Specialties
617-365-4612 | jamie@jamietoale.com | www.jamietoale.com

JAMIE TOALE
SUPPORTIVE BUSINESS ALTERNATIVES

Children Ages 
2.9 through 6 years  

Open 7:30 am–5:30 pm
817 Massachusetts Avenue  

Lunenburg, MA 01462
978-582-7110

St. Boniface
Pre-School & Childcare

One Family One Family 
Insurance Insurance 

AgencyAgency
Auto - Home

Business
978-403-5942

1familyinsurance.com
1 Main Street, Ste 15 

Lunenburg

978-571-6596
Petesplumbinc@gmail.com

www.PetesPlumbingandHeating.com
KOHLER REMODEL PARTNER &  

AUTHORIZED SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE

Fitchburg, MA

978-345-7845

INSTALLATION  |  REPAIR

Oil Burner Service

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Tom Blanco

tblanco@4LPi.co 
(800) 477-4574 x6285


