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Connect! Sunday Reflection                                                                           by Br. John-Marmion Villa

“I had gone a-begging from door to door in a village path, when thy golden chariot appeared in the  
distance like a gorgeous dream, and I wondered who was this King of all Kings! My hopes rose high and  
me-thought my evil days were at an end, and I stood waiting for alms to be given unasked and for  
wealth scattered on all sides in the dust. The chariot stopped where I stood. Thy glance fell on me and  
thou camest down with a smile. I felt that the luck of my life had come at last! Then, of a sudden, thou  
didst hold out thy right hand and say, “What hast thou to give to me?” Ah, what a kingly jest it was to  
open thy palm to a beggar to beg! I was confused, and stood undecided, and then from my wallet I slowly  
took out the least little grain of corn and gave to thee. But how great my surprise when at the day’s end, I  
emptied my bag on the floor to find the least little gram of gold among the poor heap. I bitterly wept and  
wished that I had the heart to give thee my all.”

— Rabindranath Tagore

Tagore’s poem about a beggar might seem “nice” at first glance, the story of an unlikely  
exchange with a traveling king and a village beggar, which left the latter in tears at his home.  
But this story can help us understand today’s Gospel during Advent.

The story of John the Baptist is familiar to all of us: the cousin of Jesus, dressed rather  
haggardly, preaching and baptizing before the Messiah. But we might have glossed over one  
simple line in today’s text which might be likened to the proverbial record-scratch at a  
poignant moment, “Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance” (v. 8). How, during  
the merriment of the ‘most wonderful time of the year,’ do we do this?

The word “repentance” is rendered μετάνοια (metanoia) in Greek and means “a change of  
mind.” Many of us might not realize that the liturgical season of Advent is also a penitential  
season. In our monastic community, we liken Advent to Lent, but with some sugar  
sprinkled on top!! It is certainly difficult to sense a penitential liturgical season amidst the  
rampant consumerism during the season. Precisely for this reason do the Church’s  
penitential seasons prepare us for a solemn celebration of our faith. Advent prepares us for  
Christmas, just like Lent prepares us for Easter. 

The prophet’s words that stung the hearts of his listeners should also sting our hearts today.  
What is the good fruit that can evidence our repentance — a sign of our effort making  
preparations — during Advent so that we can experience a deeper immersion into the  
mystery of Jesus’ incarnation that we will celebrate on December 25 and throughout the  
Christmas liturgical season?

We know that the real merriment of Christmas is not in receiving gifts, but in giving them,  
and watching our loved ones delight in our present. And yes, we know about the ultimate  
gift that Jesus gives to us in becoming human … hence, the reason for the season … he who is  
the only gateway for us to become who we really are meant to be. So, if Jesus himself is his  
gift to us — and we do indeed delight in that gift of himself — what gift will we give to Jesus  
in return this Christmas? And will it delight him?

I don’t think Baby Jesus wants some gift that bought online or from a store, but rather, a  
comfortable space in the manger of your heart where he can rest his head this season. 

December 4, 2022 • Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10 /   Romans 15:4-9   / Matthew 3:1-12

John the Baptist is the first to refer to Jesus as the Lamb of God, though that comes only  
after he sees him, not in today’s Gospel. Jesus, the Lamb, is put to death after a threatening  
crowd, like a pack of ravenous wolves, demands that he be killed. Isaiah’s vision of the world  
after the Son of David, the root of Jesse, arrived was not realized. The world carried on with  
its injustices, its poverty, and its aggression. And it still does. Yet, the vision of God’s  
peaceable kingdom sustains our hope. John’s first words provide a path: “Repent, for the  
kingdom of heaven is at hand!” (Matthew 3:2). To reach that kingdom, where all will live in  
harmony, we need to repent. All of us are called to be sorry and atone for our sins. And it  
begins with me.

Of what do I need to repent and how can my repentance produce good fruit?

 THE LITURGY OF THE DAY

God,

Thank You for uniquely creating me  
to serve You.

I want to use the gifts You’ve given  
me to bless You and Your people.

I want to be a faithful manager 
of all that You entrust to me.

So please show me how to use 
my talents to serve others 

and glorify Your name.

In Jesus’ name. Amen.

 “Therefore, every tree that does not  
bear good fruit will be cut down and  

thrown into the fire.”

(Matthew 3:10)

Do you bear good fruit for Jesus? Do  
you spend time in prayer or do you  
waste it with mindless activity? Do  
you use your talent to help others or  
are you too busy? Do you use your  
treasure to support the Church or do  
you buy more things that go unused.  
Our time, talent and treasure are  
gifts from God. What we do with  
these gifts is our gift back to Him.  
What gifts are you planning to give to  
the Lord during this upcoming  
Christmas season?



An individual may ask a priest to offer a Mass for several reasons: for example, in thanksgiving, for the  
intentions of another person (such as on a birthday), or, as is most common, for the repose of the soul of  
someone who has died. If you wish to schedule a Mass intention for a loved one, please call, email or  
visit the parish office.
 

PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 p.m. in the church, led by members of  
the Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.

 
 
Dec 3 
Dec 10 
 
Dec 17 
Dec 31 
Jan 22
Jan 28 
Feb 4        
Feb 5

 
 
4:00 pm 
4:00 pm
 
4:00 pm 
4:00 pm
4:00 pm
4:00 pm
4:00 pm
8:00 am

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
Bernard Robarge, 11th Anniversary, by his daughters 
Angelina Arruda, 23rd Anniversary, by her grandchildren 
James Kearney, 1 Month Anniversary, by Kerry Kimball 
Louis & Angelina Arruda, by their children
John McQuaid, 10th Anniversary, by his family 
Thomas Cotter, 2nd Anniversary, by his family 
Daniel Gilligan, 4th Anniversary, by Marilyn Brown 
Louis Arruda, 18th Anniversary, by his grandchildren 
Wesley Laford, by the Laford Family  

 
November 19/20
Sunday   
Fuel/Maintenance
Flowers    
Human Development
TOTAL 
 
November 26/27
Sunday 
Fuel/Maintenance
Flowers
Holy Days
Human Development
TOTAL

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUOUS  

GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT!
Give to your parish whether you’re in the  
pews or not! Many parishioners make their  
weekly offerings online. It’s easy, secure, and  
convenient to make one-time or recurring  
donations. Scan the code below with your  
phone or visit www.stboniface-lunenburg.org  
and click on "Online Giving Options" in the  
upper left.

 
 

$ 2,956
29
10

        509
$ 3,504

 

Condolences to the family of parishioner Harry C. Schofield, husband of Elise  
Schofield, who passed away on November 25, 2022. Please remember Harry and  
the Schofield family in your prayers.
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Christmas is coming soon!  We remind you to please drop off all gifts by the  
weekend of December 9/10. This includes gifts for the rest homes, the giving tree,  
and the seminarians. Thank you!
________________________________________________________________________

Breakfast in Bethlehem. Please join Saint Boniface's CCD Grades 1 - 5  for its  
Annual Breakfast in Bethlehem celebrating the Joy of the Season on Sunday,  
December 18th at 9:00 am in the Parish Hall followed by hospitality. 
________________________________________________________________________

Food Donations for the months of November and December will be going to  
Catholic Charities of Leominster.  Donations can be left in the back of the church.  
Thank you for your continued generosity and support. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Knights of Columbus Tootsie Roll Drive will take place after Masses the weekend  
of December 3-4th.  All funds raised go to a State Charity Fund benefiting people  
with mental disabilities.
________________________________________________________________________ 

Please support our bulletin advertisers! They help make our bulletin available at  
no cost to the parish.
________________________________________________________________________

Visiting Priests/Deacons. Our traditional visiting speaker series will continue this  
Advent. This week we welcome Father Jean. 

STEWARDSHIP

CHRISTMAS MASSES AT SAINT BONIFACE
Saturday, December 24
    4:00 PM Vigil Mass
    7:00 PM Vigil Mass

Sunday, December 25
    9:00 AM Mass 

 
$ 2,213

16
125

30
          15
$ 2,399

 

Are you called to be “A herald’s voice  
in the desert” preparing the way of  
the Lord in the hearts of His people?
If you are considering a vocation to  
the priesthood or consecrated life,  
contact the Vocation Office at  
(508)-630-4473 or email:  
dinfante@saintpaulknights.org.



Saint Boniface Church
 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 
 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 
Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 am – 4:00 pm (closed 12:00 – 1:00 pm) 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist
Sunday:  8:00 am, 10:30 am  |  Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 

Holy Hour of Adoration: every Wednesday 5:30-6:30 pm 
Weekday Masses:  6:30 pm Wednesday  |  8:00 am Thursday & Friday 

Summer schedule:  Sunday:  9:00 am  |  Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  
Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  
 

FIRST EUCHARIST  Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First  
Eucharist in grade two. 
 

CONFIRMATION  Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. 
For young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least one year  
prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage preparation  
process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 
 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008,  or email Fr. Omolo at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or 
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 
 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of those who  
pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact the parish office at 978-582-4008, email stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or contact
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net.
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the first  
Wednesday of each month at 7 pm. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact Grand  
Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight, Thomas Bodkin at tbodkin@bodkinmason.com or (508-363-3422), or  
email kofc16480@gmail.com.

 Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that
we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.
 

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue
any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.

email
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
lmarcil419@gmail.com
gr610@cffstboniface.onmicrosoft.com
cmkakosgarrity@aol.com
 
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
ninastboniface@gmail.com 

phone
978-582-4008
978-582-4008
978-502-7993 
 
617-823-4237 
 
978-582-4008
978-582-7110 

PARISH STAFF:
Rev. Charles Omolo, Administrator 
Heather Sroka, Administrative Assistant 
Lucy Marcil, Religious Ed Coordinator (Grades 1-6)
Terry Stramowski, Religious Ed Coordinator (Grades 6-10) 
Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 
Louise Nadeau, Sacristan 
Ministry Schedule 
Nina Charpentier, Director, Preschool



December 5.
SAINT  SABAS
After an abusive childhood, Saint Sabas found refuge  
in a monastery, where he also found his vocation to  
the monastic life. Permitted to live as a hermit, Saint  
Sabas soon found others attracted to his way of life,  
and he eventually became the abbot of a monastic  
community. As a result, he is known as one of the  
founders of Eastern monasticism.
 
 

December 6.
SAINT NICHOLAS
The absence of “hard historical facts” is not necessarily  
an obstacle to the popularity of saints, as the devotion  
to Saint Nicholas shows. Both the Eastern and Western  
Churches honor him, and it is claimed that after the  
Blessed Virgin, he is the saint most pictured by  
Christian artists.
Saint Nicholas is a Patron Saint of Bakers, Brides and  
Grooms, Children, Greece, Pawnbrokers, and Travelers. 
 
 

December 7.
SAINT AMBROSE
One of Ambrose’s historical claims to fame is that he  
was instrumental in the conversion of Saint Augustine,  
and also baptized him. Known for his lively preaching  
and writing, Saint Ambrose must have been a force to  
be reckoned with. Maybe those qualities were what  
attracted Saint Augustine. But Saint Ambrose stands  
on his own merits--independent of his protégé.
Saint Ambrose is the Patron Saint  of Beekeepers, Beggars,  
Learning, and Milan.
 
 
December 8.
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED  
VIRGIN MARY
Under the title of the Immaculate Conception, the  
Blessed Virgin is the patron of the United States. Thus  
this is a major feast — in fact a Holy Day of Obligation  
— for the Church in the United States of America.
 
 
 

December 9.
SAINT JUAN DIEGO
Thousands of people gathered in the Basilica of Our  
Lady of Guadalupe July 31, 2002, for the canonization  
of Juan Diego, to whom the Blessed Mother appeared  
in the 16th century. Pope John Paul II celebrated the  
ceremony at which the poor Indian peasant became  
the Church’s first saint indigenous to the Americas.
 
 
December 10.
BLESSED ADOLPH KOLPING
Concerned about the faith of single young men caught  
up in the industrial revolution in Germany, Blessed  
Adolph Kolping bucked social pressure by ministering  
to them. Today, the Kolping Society upholds the  
dignity of workers throughout the world.

SAINTS OF THE WEEK

Do you get distracted praying 
the Rosary?

If so, Pope St. John Paul II wants to help! 
 

It happens to the best of us.

We begin the Rosary with all the best  
intentions to keep our minds on track. We  
do a great job during the Creed, and the  
Our Father, and the first Hail Mary…

…and by the third Hail Mary, we’re  
thinking about what we need to buy for  
dinner.

We bring our minds back to attention. Then  
they wander off again…which means that  
the whole Rosary is just a battle to stay  
focused.

Did you know that Pope John Paul II  
created a remedy for those of us (probably  
most of us) whose minds tend to get  
distracted during the Rosary?

In the 2002 Apostolic Letter in which he  
announced the new Luminous Mysteries,  
Pope John Paul II also proposed some  
genius methods for transforming our daily  
Rosary from a hasty routine into a truly  
meditative and prayerful experience.

That’s right. JPII invented what has come  
to be known as the “Contemplative  
Rosary,” which he based on the teachings  
of St. Teresa of Avila. It combines Scripture,  
moments of recollection, meditations, and  
the prayers of the Rosary into a guided  
journey through each mystery.

The result: a captivating, fruitful, and  
profoundly prayerful recitation of the  
Rosary that will help you dive much deeper  
into Our Lady’s favorite prayer. 

 
Brought to you by CatholicCompany.com

Strengthen your faith. 
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NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
INSTALLING NORTH AMERICAN 

MADE EQUIPMENT
 $500 
 DISCOUNT 
 FOR SENIORS 
 AND VETS

508.612.8656
Nate@NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
Ground or roof installations

Locally owned and operated

380 ELECTRIC AVE. (RT 13)
LUNENBURG

www.WHALOMWASH.com
978-829-0399

dan and jean proctor, owners

Townsend ~ Ayer ~ Fitchburg

Serving St. Boniface Families  
with Three Convenient Locations

Directors: Brian T. Anderson & Michael D. Masciarelli

www.andersonfuneral.com • 800-562-2692

PROCTOR

Site Work  
Title V Inspections

Excavating & Septic Systems

DAN PROCTOR OWNER

978-582-4764
359 Summer St.

Fitchburg, MA
978-345-5425978-345-5425

CARPET CARPET •• VINYL VINYL
LUXURY VINYL  LUXURY VINYL  

PLANKPLANK//TILETILE
COMMERCIAL COMMERCIAL 
HARDWOODHARDWOOD

www.littlesfloorcovering.com

978-345-0105
yo

ur
 neighborhood garage!

foreign & domestic, auto & lig

ht t
ru

ck

Automatic 
Delivery
Budget 
Programs

978-342-9716
WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET
978-342-9716

WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET

Lynn Walsh, Realtor®

Platinum Top Producer
— coldwell banker realty —

4 Monument Sq. | Leominster, MA 01453

978.514.2903
lynn.walsh9@cbrealty.com

Call Me for a FREE Market Analysis

New & Used TiresNew & Used Tires

$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$

Recycled & New PartsRecycled & New Parts

978.534.3137
56 Crawford St • Leominster

airportautoparts.com

William G. Schulze
370 Main Street — West Townsend MA

978-423-8200
Mass State Title 5 • Radon Mitigation
Building Science • Energy Efficiency

Wide Range of Subcontract Services 
Cabinetry • Millwork Historical Renovations  

Excavation • Finish Carpentry • Structural Carpentry

978-597-6277  
William G. Schulze

370 Main Street • West Townsend, Massachusetts 01474

High Quality 
Dental Care 

For The Whole 
Family

978-534-3595
28 Washington Street

Leominster MA 01453

We use safe dental materials and practice using  
the Biomimetic approach (Natural/Conservative)

Emergencies seen promptly

Senior Citizens receive a 10% discount  •  We work with most dental insurances

Robert C. Alario
Certified Public Accountants, PC

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453
292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609
(L) 978-534-1999 (W) 508-755-7575

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499 (W) 508-755-7599
www.robertalario.com
bob@robertalario.com

Small Business Management | Consulting
Interim Management | Special Projects | Coaching  

Municipal Government Specialties
617-365-4612 | jamie@jamietoale.com | www.jamietoale.com

JAMIE TOALE
SUPPORTIVE BUSINESS ALTERNATIVES

Children Ages 
2.9 through 6 years  

Open 7:30 am–5:30 pm
817 Massachusetts Avenue  

Lunenburg, MA 01462
978-582-7110

St. Boniface
Pre-School & Childcare

One Family One Family 
Insurance Insurance 

AgencyAgency
Auto - Home

Business
978-403-5942

1familyinsurance.com
1 Main Street, Ste 15 

Lunenburg

978-571-6596
Petesplumbinc@gmail.com

www.PetesPlumbingandHeating.com
KOHLER REMODEL PARTNER &  

AUTHORIZED SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE

Fitchburg, MA

978-345-7845

INSTALLATION  |  REPAIR

Oil Burner Service

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Tom Blanco

tblanco@4LPi.co 
(800) 477-4574 x6285

OPEN 7 DAYS A 
WEEK! 10AM - 3PM

Over 150+ dealers
Browse through this friendly
& relaxed shop offering the

most eclectic and ever
changing inventory of 

antiques & collectibles. 
Come in and find  

that unique antique. 
Something for every 

collector’s estate!


