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What is the “Epiphany blessing”

and how is it given?
 

 
 
 
This special blessing asks for God’s protection over our homes.

 
 

 
You may have seen it before over the doorway of a Catholic friend:  
20+C+M+B+22 chalked on the lintel.
 
This means that your friend’s house has been blessed with a very special,  
very old custom. The custom echoes the Passover, wherein the Jewish people  
would sprinkle lamb’s blood over their doorways as an invocation of God’s  
blessing for their household. 
 
 
Blessed chalk is now used to mark the doorways for this Catholic blessing.
It’s a tradition that began in Eastern Europe. After Epiphany, the village  
priest went to every home in his parish with specially-blessed Epiphany  
water and chalk. Upon entering the home, he prayed special prayers and  
blessed every room in the house.
 
From the east came the Magi to Bethlehem to adore the Lord; and opening  
their treasures they offered precious gifts…
 
Bless, O Lord God almighty, this home, that in it there may be health,  
purity, the strength of victory, humility, goodness and mercy, the  
fulfillment of Thy law… 
 

 
After this the numbers of the year, enclosing the initials of the Magi  
(Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar) are written with the blessed chalk over the  
door. The Magi’s initials also stand for a Latin house blessing: Christus  
mansionem benedicat (May Christ bless this house).

 
 
 

www.catholiccompany.com/getfed

January 8, 2023  • The Epiphany of the Lord
Isaiah 60:1–6/ Ephesians 3:2–3a, 5–6 /Matthew 2:1–12

Have you ever gone to a party or a gathering with a gift, only to arrive and realize  
that the gift is wholly inappropriate for the recipient or the occasion? Imagine what  
the magi felt with their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh when they walked  
into the stable where Jesus was born. Perhaps their first thought was that they  
should have left those gifts in Herod’s palace. But then “they prostrated themselves  
and did him homage,” two things they did not do for Herod (Matthew 2:11). Despite  
the humble surroundings and humble parents, they recognized the king and  
presented their most appropriate gifts.

Question of the Week:   How has my encounter with the Lord through this  
Christmas season changed me? Where do I imagine my new path will lead?

_________________________________________________________________________

 THE LITURGY OF THE DAY

Prayer of St Anselm
O my God, teach my heart where and how to  

seek You,
where and how to find You.

You are my God and You are my all and I  
have never seen You.

You have made me and remade me,
You have bestowed on me all the good things  

I possess,
Still I do not know You.

I have not yet done that for which I was  
made.

Teach me to seek You.
I cannot seek You unless You teach me

or find You unless You show Yourself to me.
Let me seek You in my desire,

let me desire You in my seeking.
Let me find You by loving You,

let me love You when I find You.
Amen

“Then they opened their treasures and  
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense,  

and myrrh.” 

Matthew 2:11

The image of the Magi kneeling before  
the infant Jesus and opening their  
treasure chests for Him is an image that  
we should all try to follow each day. In  
gratitude for all that we have been  
given, we are called to generously share  
all of our gifts, not just the ones we pick  
and choose. God wants us to be  
generous with everything, but especially  
that one thing that means the most to  
you.



An individual may ask a priest to offer a Mass for several reasons: for example, in thanksgiving, for the  
intentions of another person (such as on a birthday), or, as is most common, for the repose of the soul of  
someone who has died. If you wish to schedule a Mass intention for a loved one, please call, email or  
visit the parish office.
 

PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 p.m. in the church, led by members of  
the Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.
________________________________________________________________________

Jan 8 
Jan 14 
Jan 22
Jan 22
Jan 22 
Jan 28 
Feb 4
Feb 5
Mar 18    
    

 
 
8:00 am 
4:00pm 
8:00 am 
10:30 am        
10:30 am
4:00 pm
4:00 pm
8:00 am
 4:00 pm

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
Paul Richard, 2nd Anniversary, by his daughter  
Peter Charpentier, Birthday Remembrance, by his family 
Thomas Cotter, 2nd Anniversary, by his family 
Daniel Cronin, by his family 
John McCloskey, by his family  
Daniel Gilligan, 4th Anniversary, by Marilyn Brown 
Louis Arruda, 18th Anniversary, by his grandchildren 
Wesley Laford, by the Laford Family  
Helen Keating, 15th Anniversary, by her children 

 
December31/January 1
Sunday   
Fuel/Maintenance
Holy Day  
Christmas 
TOTAL

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUOUS  

GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT!
Give to your parish whether you’re in the  
pews or not! Many parishioners make their  
weekly offerings online. It’s easy, secure, and  
convenient to make one-time or recurring  
donations. Scan the code below with your  
phone or visit www.stboniface-lunenburg.org  
and click on "Online Giving Options" in the  
upper left.

 
 
        3,768.00

260.00
237.00
135.00

$4,400.00

 
 
 
 
Donations for the months of January and February will be going to Lunenburg  
Lion's Club Food Pantry.   Donations can be left in the back of the church. Thank  
you for your continued generosity and support. 
The wicker basket for donations has been misplaced - if you know where it can be  
found please let the Parish Office know.  Thank you.
________________________________________________________________________ 

Pease support our bulletin advertisers! They help make our bulletin available at  
no cost to the parish.
________________________________________________________________________
 

STEWARDSHIP

When Joseph awoke he did as the  
angel of the Lord directed him.”  

Are you prayerfully vigilant about  
discovering your vocation in  

Christ? Might He be inviting you to  
the priesthood or consecrated life?  

Contact the Vocation Office at  
(508)-630-4473 or email:  

dinfante@saintpaulknights.org.

Knights of Columbus 
 
Italian Takeout Weekend - January 21-22
The Knights of Columbus will be sponsoring a takeout night  
during the weekend of January 21st and 22nd.  The theme for  
the meal will be Italian - serving pasta, homemade sauce,  
meatballs, and rolls with butter.  We hope parishioners will be  
able to share a meal with family or friends during the  
weekend.  Pre-ordered meals will be available to take home  
following each Mass on Saturday (21st) and Sunday (22nd) in  
the parish hall downstairs.  Price is $10/meal.  Tickets can be  
purchased after Masses the next two weekends, on the Parish  
website.  Pre-orders will be accepted through January 16th.   
Proceeds will help support the St. Boniface Knights' charitable  
activities in our Parish and community.  We thank you for  
your stewardship. 
Diaper Drive throughout the month of January to support  the CareNet  
Pregnancy Resource Center of Fitchburg.  Donations of diapers, baby wipes  
and formula may be placed in the rear of the church.

Join the National Novena for Life!                                                                            
Join thousands of Catholics nationwide in the annual Respect Life novena, 9  
Days for Life, Thursday, Jan. 19 – Friday, Jan. 27. Get daily intentions, brief  
reflections, and more. Sign up at www.9daysforlife.com!



Saint Boniface Church
 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 
 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 
Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 am – 4:00 pm (closed 12:00 – 1:00 pm) 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist
Sunday:  8:00 am, 10:30 am  |  Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 

Holy Hour of Adoration: every Wednesday 5:30-6:30 pm 
Weekday Masses:  6:30 pm Wednesday  |  8:00 am Thursday & Friday 

Summer schedule:  Sunday:  9:00 am  |  Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  
Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  
 

FIRST EUCHARIST  Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First  
Eucharist in grade two. 
 

CONFIRMATION  Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. 
For young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least one year  
prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage preparation  
process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 
 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008,  or email Fr. Omolo at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or 
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 
 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of those who  
pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact the parish office at 978-582-4008, email stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or contact
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net.
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the first  
Wednesday of each month at 7 pm. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact Grand  
Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight, Thomas Bodkin at tbodkin@bodkinmason.com or (508-363-3422), or  
email kofc16480@gmail.com.

 Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that
we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.
 

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue
any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.

email
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
lmarcil419@gmail.com
gr610@cffstboniface.onmicrosoft.com
cmkakosgarrity@aol.com
 
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
ninastboniface@gmail.com 

phone
978-582-4008
978-582-4008
978-502-7993 
 
617-823-4237 
 
978-582-4008
978-582-7110 

PARISH STAFF:
Rev. Charles Omolo, Administrator 
Heather Sroka, Administrative Assistant 
Lucy Marcil, Religious Ed Coordinator (Grades 1-6)
Terry Stramowski, Religious Ed Coordinator (Grades 6-10) 
Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 
Louise Nadeau, Sacristan 
Ministry Schedule 
Nina Charpentier, Director, Preschool



                     Star of Wonder, Star of Light - Br. John-Marmion Villa
 

 
There is a story of an astronomy professor who was enthusiastically discoursing in a planetarium about the marvels of the known  
universe. Noticing an unpretentious priest who had joined his group of students, the professor asked him, “What do your Scriptures say  
about cosmic space and its myriad stars?”
 
Instead of giving a direct answer, the priest, in turn, posed a question, 
“Tell me, Professor,” he said, “do you think that science will invent still more powerful telescopes to see farther into the universe?”
“Of course! Progress is possible, and science will always be perfecting its instruments for exploring outer space!” replied the professor.
“There is hope, then, that one day you will have developed the necessary technology that can show all that there is in the cosmos, even  
down to the last detail?”
“Well, that would be impossible … The cosmos is infinite,” replied the professor.
“So, there is a limit to science?” 
“In that sense, there is.”
“Well, Professor,” said the priest, “where your science comes to a full stop, ours begins; and that is what our Scriptures tell of.”
 
We sing the song about the Three Wise Men who follow the ‘star of wonder ... westward leading’ to Bethlehem. We see images of the  
three men in Nativity scenes holding their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. We can even be deeply moved at modern movie  
depictions of the birth of Jesus and the arrival of these Magi from the East. What did they come to see?
 
Quite literally, they saw parents with their firstborn in an animal stable. Or from another perspective, they were stargazers who saw a  
remarkable anomaly in the night sky and felt compelled to make a long journey on a hunch.
 
But is this all they saw? And was their journey worth the effort?
 
I like to think that the Wise Men saw a mystery unfold before them, and rather than rush to solve or explain it, they simply beheld it. Of  
course, they had seen stars before, and they certainly had seen newborn babies before, but something within them knew that there was  
something different going on here with the stars and the baby. They intuited that the connection here was no mere happenstance or  
coincidence. They realized that they had stumbled onto a mystery — a delightful one at that — that led them on a journey on which they  
would be forever changed, evidenced in the homage that they gave to the Christ Child upon meeting him.
 
I wish I could have been privy to the conversations that the Wise Men had among themselves, or even with the Holy Family. I’ve often  
wondered how they would have tried to explain their amazing journey to parents who were surprised at their unexpected arrival.
 
This central kernel of Christianity — that of the Incarnation, God becoming man — is a mystery, one to be beheld with awe and  
amazement, just like the Wise Men experienced on that short visit. But for us, that sense of awe and amazement need not disappear  
after all the Christmas gifts have been opened and all the holiday parties attended. This sense of awe and amazement could be a regular  
disposition in our lives when we take the time to ponder the mystery of the Person of Jesus even throughout the year. The story of the  
Epiphany is about the Wise Men’s encounter with the mystery of the Christ Child that can be ours every day when we make time for  
quiet prayer as a regular habit in our lives.
 
The Wise Men beheld a mystery that night. In return, that mystery of the Incarnate God — Jesus — probably smiled back at them, which  
only confirmed the hunch that their journey was not in vain, that they indeed found what they came to seek. From the encounter, I’m  
sure they’d spend the rest of their lives trying to explain to themselves and others what happened on that journey when, at night, a star  
led them to a baby.
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NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
INSTALLING NORTH AMERICAN 

MADE EQUIPMENT
 $500 
 DISCOUNT 
 FOR SENIORS 
 AND VETS

508.612.8656
Nate@NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
Ground or roof installations

Locally owned and operated

380 ELECTRIC AVE. (RT 13)
LUNENBURG

www.WHALOMWASH.com
978-829-0399

dan and jean proctor, owners

Townsend ~ Ayer ~ Fitchburg

Serving St. Boniface Families  
with Three Convenient Locations

Directors: Brian T. Anderson & Michael D. Masciarelli

www.andersonfuneral.com • 800-562-2692

PROCTOR

Site Work  
Title V Inspections

Excavating & Septic Systems

DAN PROCTOR OWNER

978-582-4764
359 Summer St.

Fitchburg, MA
978-345-5425978-345-5425

CARPET CARPET •• VINYL VINYL
LUXURY VINYL  LUXURY VINYL  

PLANKPLANK//TILETILE
COMMERCIAL COMMERCIAL 
HARDWOODHARDWOOD

www.littlesfloorcovering.com

978-345-0105
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Automatic 
Delivery
Budget 
Programs

978-342-9716
WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET
978-342-9716

WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET

Lynn Walsh, Realtor®

Platinum Top Producer
— coldwell banker realty —

4 Monument Sq. | Leominster, MA 01453

978.514.2903
lynn.walsh9@cbrealty.com

Call Me for a FREE Market Analysis

New & Used TiresNew & Used Tires

$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$

Recycled & New PartsRecycled & New Parts

978.534.3137
56 Crawford St • Leominster

airportautoparts.com

William G. Schulze
370 Main Street — West Townsend MA

978-423-8200
Mass State Title 5 • Radon Mitigation
Building Science • Energy Efficiency

Wide Range of Subcontract Services 
Cabinetry • Millwork Historical Renovations  

Excavation • Finish Carpentry • Structural Carpentry

978-597-6277  
William G. Schulze

370 Main Street • West Townsend, Massachusetts 01474

High Quality 
Dental Care 

For The Whole 
Family

978-534-3595
28 Washington Street

Leominster MA 01453

We use safe dental materials and practice using  
the Biomimetic approach (Natural/Conservative)

Emergencies seen promptly

Senior Citizens receive a 10% discount  •  We work with most dental insurances

Robert C. Alario
Certified Public Accountants, PC

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453
292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609
(L) 978-534-1999 (W) 508-755-7575

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499 (W) 508-755-7599
www.robertalario.com
bob@robertalario.com

Small Business Management | Consulting
Interim Management | Special Projects | Coaching  

Municipal Government Specialties
617-365-4612 | jamie@jamietoale.com | www.jamietoale.com

JAMIE TOALE
SUPPORTIVE BUSINESS ALTERNATIVES

Children Ages 
2.9 through 6 years  

Open 7:30 am–5:30 pm
817 Massachusetts Avenue  

Lunenburg, MA 01462
978-582-7110

St. Boniface
Pre-School & Childcare

One Family One Family 
Insurance Insurance 

AgencyAgency
Auto - Home

Business
978-403-5942

1familyinsurance.com
1 Main Street, Ste 15 

Lunenburg

978-571-6596
Petesplumbinc@gmail.com

www.PetesPlumbingandHeating.com
KOHLER REMODEL PARTNER &  

AUTHORIZED SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE

Fitchburg, MA

978-345-7845

INSTALLATION  |  REPAIR

Oil Burner Service

OPEN 7 DAYS A 
WEEK! 10AM - 3PM

Over 150+ dealers
Browse through this friendly
& relaxed shop offering the

most eclectic and ever
changing inventory of 

antiques & collectibles. 
Come in and find  

that unique antique. 
Something for every 

collector’s estate!

“Your Local Real Estate Agent”
Coldwell Banker Realty
Call/Text: 978.855.9112
“President Premier”
Lana.Kopsala@NEMoves.com
www.LanaSellsHomes.com


