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Operation Lent: One Week Down!
How are you doing so far? Good? Bad?
 
How are we doing, folks?
 
One week has passed since Ash Wednesday. The Second Sunday of Lent looms  
large. It’s a good time to take stock of our resolutions and see if we need to adjust,  
tighten things up, get back on track, or just keep marching on!
 
If you’ve kept your resolutions well through this first week, great! Give thanks to  
God and pray for the grace of perseverance as we continue into Week Two and  
beyond.
 
If you haven’t done as well as you hoped, don’t lose your resolve! We’ve got plenty of  
Lent left, and there’s a great deal of humility to be gained in dusting ourselves off  
and starting again.
 
Don’t give up! You got this!
Don’t give up! You got this!
 
One strategy—if you’ve found that you’ve bitten off more than you can chew—is to  
pare down your resolutions and focus on consistency during these first couple  
weeks. You can always add a few more penances or devotions once you’ve got the  
rhythm down.
 
Even if you can only do a little—consistently, and with great love—you’re on your  
way to an abundantly fruitful Lent.
 
And if you fail again, don’t give up. As St. Benedict said:
 

    “Always we begin again.”
 
Bring the spirit of St. Benedict into your Lent to help you stay strong and steady  
with your devotions. Our exclusive candle is robed in Benedictine black with the  
St. Benedict medal and the order’s motto, Ora et Labora—“Prayer and  
work”—emblazoned  
on the front. A wonderful addition to your daily prayer that is sure to  
provide you with daily inspiration

March 5, 2023  •The Second Sunday of Lent
Genesis 12:1–4a/ 2 Timothy 1:8b–10/ Matthew 17:1–9

God speaks from the cloud at the Transfiguration, “This is my beloved Son, with  
whom I am well pleased; listen to him” (Matthew 17:5). Those last three words  
were given to his disciples as a command then, and they are given to us as well,  
for we too are his disciples. Are we listening to Jesus today? Are we making the  
effort to listen for Jesus’ voice during this holy season? Whether we look inside  
ourselves or out into the world, we can see plenty of things that could be done,  
plenty of things that we should do, plenty of things that Jesus is asking us to do.

Question of the Week: What crosses have I found difficult to carry or been  
unwilling to carry? What crosses have I not even thought to carry, but my taking  
them up could ease the burden for someone close to me or someone else in  
need? What cross can I carry that will transfigure my life this Lent?

 THE LITURGY OF THE DAY

 God of glory and wonder,
bless us as we work

to transfigure the world  
around us.

May your kindness be upon us
as we put our hope in you.
Hear the prayers we make

and grant our humble pleas
through your Son and our  

Savior,
Christ the Lord.

 

“Go forth from the land of your  
kinsfolk and from your father’s  

house to a land that I will show you.”  
Genesis 12:1

 

God calls all of us to leave behind  
our old ways and to follow Him,  

placing our complete trust in  
Him. Some of the old ways that we  
struggle to leave behind might be  

materialism, selfishness and  
greed. Yet, God promises to show  
us a new land and a better way to  

live. Remember what St. Teresa of  
Calcutta said, “God does not call  

us to be successful, God calls us to  
be faithful.”



An individual may ask a priest to offer a Mass for several reasons: for example, in thanksgiving, for the  
intentions of another person (such as on a birthday), or, as is most common, for the repose of the soul of  
someone who has died. If you wish to schedule a Mass intention for a loved one, please call, email or  
visit the parish office.
 

PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 p.m. in the church, led by members 
of the Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.

Mar 4 
Mar 18    
Mar 26 
Apr 1     
Apr 16
Apr 23 
Apr 30 
May 7     
 

 
 
4:00 pm 
4:00 pm
8:00 am 
4:00 pm
10:30 am
10:30 am 
8:00 am 
8:00 am 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
Joseph Rodrigues, by the Montemurro Family  
Helen Keating, 15th Anniversary, by her children 
Patricia Alario, 4th Anniversary, by her husband
Keith Keating, 19th Anniversary, by his siblings 
John McShane, 4th Anniversary, by his family  
Judith Murray, 5th Anniversary, by her daughter 
Howard and Ella May Crane, by the Laford Family  
Rev. Andre Gariepy, by the Laford Family  

 
February 25th/26th
Sunday   
Fuel/Maintenance
Priest Retirement Fund 
Catholic Home Missions Appeal
 
TOTAL
 
 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUOUS  

GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT!
Give to your parish whether you’re in the  
pews or not! Many parishioners make their  
weekly offerings online. It’s easy, secure, and  
convenient to make one-time or recurring  
donations. Scan the code below with your  
phone or visit www.stboniface-lunenburg.org  
and click on "Online Giving Options" in the  
upper left.

 
 
         3,048.00

36.00
318.00

15.00
 

$3,417.00
 
 

 
 
 
 
St Patrick's Day Celebration: The Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a St  
Patrick's Day dinner with a performance by Irish step dancers. The celebration  
will start on Saturday March 18th at 5:00 PM. The dinner will consist of corned  
beef and cabbage, potatoes and vegetables with Irish soda bread coffee and  
dessert. Tickets are priced at $12 per individual or $35 per family. Proceeds will  
benefit Knights of Columbus charities. There will be only advance ticket sales; no  
tickets will be sold at the door. The Knights of Columbus will be selling tickets  
after weekend masses starting February 25th through March 12th.  Tickets may  
also be purchased on-line at the parish website.

STEWARDSHIP

 

 
 
Chowder Fest in Leominster
Join us  for our annual Chowder Fest on Friday, Mar. 10 from 5 - 7:30 pm at  
Our Lady of the Lake, 1400 Main Street, Leominster. Menu includes Clam,  
Fish, or Corn Chowder, Macaroni & Cheese, corn bread, crackers, bread,  
water, soda, coffee, tea, and desserts. Tickets:  Adults $10, Children (6-12)  
$5.  Take out is available as well.

North Star Family Services is in need of volunteers to come and play with  
the kids on Tuesday evenings while the parents are in class.  If you are  
interested in doing so for our next week of volunteering, please reach out  
to Allison Lilly at Allison.lilly@comcast.net. You will need to complete a  
CORI as is required of all their volunteers. Thank you!

 DISPENSATION

The Liturgical Commemoration of St. Patrick, the patron saint  
of Ireland, March 17, is observed this year, 2023 on a Friday of  
Lent that the Church prescribes as a Day of Abstinence from  
meat.  In light of the importance of this feast day for many in  
the Diocese of Worcester, I am granting a dispensation from  
the rule of abstinence on Friday, March 17, 2023.   

I ask that those who take advantage of this dispensation  
perform another act of penance in its place on that day.

Most Reverend Robert J. McManus, Bishop of Worcester.

Fridays at 6:00 pm.
All are welcome. 



Saint Boniface Church
 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 
 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 
Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 am – 4:00 pm (closed 12:00 – 1:00 pm) 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist
Sunday:  8:00 am, 10:30 am  |  Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 

Holy Hour of Adoration: every Wednesday 5:30-6:30 pm 
Weekday Masses:  6:30 pm Wednesday  |  8:00 am Thursday & Friday 

Summer schedule:  Sunday:  9:00 am  |  Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  
Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  
 

FIRST EUCHARIST  Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First  
Eucharist in grade two. 
 

CONFIRMATION  Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. 
For young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least one year  
prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage preparation  
process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 
 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008,  or email Fr. Omolo at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or 
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 
 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of those who  
pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact the parish office at 978-582-4008, email stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or contact
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net.
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the first  
Wednesday of each month at 7 pm. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact Grand  
Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight, Thomas Bodkin at tbodkin@bodkinmason.com or (508-363-3422), or  
email kofc16480@gmail.com.

 Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that
we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.
 

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue
any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.

email
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
lmarcil419@gmail.com
gr610@cffstboniface.onmicrosoft.com
cmkakosgarrity@aol.com
 
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
ninastboniface@gmail.com 

phone
978-582-4008
978-582-4008
978-502-7993 
 
617-823-4237 
 
978-582-4008
978-582-7110 

PARISH STAFF:
Rev. Charles Omolo, Administrator 
Heather Sroka, Administrative Assistant 
Lucy Marcil, Religious Ed Coordinator (Grades 1-6)
Terry Stramowski, Religious Ed Coordinator (Grades 6-10) 
Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 
Louise Nadeau, Sacristan 
Ministry Schedule 
Nina Charpentier, Director, Preschool



A Small Glimpse of Jesus’ Great Glory
Douglas Sousa, S.T.L.

 
Jesus provides us with moments of joy and consolation on our journey of faith to sustain us through the dark valleys.
 
In today's Gospel, Jesus leads Peter, James, and John up a mountain and reveals to them his glory as the only Son of the Father. They had  
already come to believe in him because of his words and miracles. In the previous chapter of Matthew's gospel, Peter had made his  
profession of faith that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the Living God. This, now, was an opportunity to see for themselves the divine  
glory of Jesus hidden in his humanity.
 
There was a specific reason why Jesus did this. He wanted to give them a glimpse of his resurrection so they would desire it enough to  
endure his passion and death, and to endure the demands that ministry with Jesus would place on them.
 
Jesus was asking a lot of Peter, James, and John. He called them to leave their families and jobs. He required them to believe that he was  
the Son of God. And he sent them to proclaim that to others. In time, he would ask them to accompany him through his suffering and  
death. Remember, it was Peter, James, and John who would also go up to the Mount of Olives with Jesus as he suffered the agony in the  
garden. For them to accomplish all this, they would need something to hold on to, a memory of Jesus' glory to sustain them along the  
way. And so, Jesus' transfiguration gives the apostles a taste of the future resurrection to help them accept the suffering and shame of the  
cross.
 
Paul encourages us in the second reading, "Bear your share of the hardships which the gospel entails." Jesus is asking a lot of us as well.  
Unlike the apostles, we have never seen Jesus, yet he expects us to accept him as Savior and Lord. To each of us he has given a certain  
mission which he expects us to undertake. Whether our mission is to be a good parent, a good student, a good spouse or a good priest or  
deacon, we need help, especially when we encounter hardships. For us to be faithful to Jesus and to the mission he's called us to, we need  
small glimpses of his glory.
 
God is revealing to us His glory in the face of Christ so that our desire to know and love Him will be greater than any difficulty we may  
face on our journey of faith. Peter, James, and John were privileged to see for themselves Jesus transfigured in glory. We have to hold on  
to less dramatic manifestations of Jesus' presence in our lives as a small taste already on earth of the life that we will share with Jesus in  
heaven. Nowhere is this more evident than in the Eucharist. Bread and wine are transformed into the Body and Blood of Christ to give  
us on earth a taste of the intimacy we will have with God in heaven. Through the Eucharist, Jesus is really present among us and within  
us. We hold on to that small taste of future glory to sustain us during the hardships which come with living the gospel message of love.  
And we claim it as a promise that one day that glory will be ours with Jesus at the end of time.

Lord Jesus
Your glory is present to us always

In the love of a spouse
In the smile of a child

In the beauty of creation
In the word that consoles us

In the sacraments that strengthen
And heal us.

Open our eyes to those glimpses
Of your glory hidden everywhere

So that we can find strength
To bear our cross

And so that we can help others
Bear their burdens as well.

Amen.
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NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
INSTALLING NORTH AMERICAN 

MADE EQUIPMENT
 $500 
 DISCOUNT 
 FOR SENIORS 
 AND VETS

508.612.8656
Nate@NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
Ground or roof installations

Locally owned and operated

380 ELECTRIC AVE. (RT 13)
LUNENBURG

www.WHALOMWASH.com
978-829-0399

dan and jean proctor, owners

Townsend ~ Ayer ~ Fitchburg

Serving St. Boniface Families  
with Three Convenient Locations

Directors: Brian T. Anderson & Michael D. Masciarelli

www.andersonfuneral.com • 800-562-2692

PROCTOR

Site Work  
Title V Inspections

Excavating & Septic Systems

DAN PROCTOR OWNER

978-582-4764
359 Summer St.

Fitchburg, MA
978-345-5425978-345-5425

CARPET CARPET •• VINYL VINYL
LUXURY VINYL  LUXURY VINYL  

PLANKPLANK//TILETILE
COMMERCIAL COMMERCIAL 
HARDWOODHARDWOOD

www.littlesfloorcovering.com

978-345-0105
yo

ur
 neighborhood garage!

foreign & domestic, auto & lig

ht t
ru

ck

Automatic 
Delivery
Budget 
Programs

978-342-9716
WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET
978-342-9716

WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET

Lynn Walsh, Realtor®

Platinum Top Producer
— coldwell banker realty —

4 Monument Sq. | Leominster, MA 01453

978.514.2903
lynn.walsh9@cbrealty.com

Call Me for a FREE Market Analysis

New & Used TiresNew & Used Tires

$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$

Recycled & New PartsRecycled & New Parts

978.534.3137
56 Crawford St • Leominster

airportautoparts.com

William G. Schulze
370 Main Street — West Townsend MA

978-423-8200
Mass State Title 5 • Radon Mitigation
Building Science • Energy Efficiency

Wide Range of Subcontract Services 
Cabinetry • Millwork Historical Renovations  

Excavation • Finish Carpentry • Structural Carpentry

978-597-6277  
William G. Schulze

370 Main Street • West Townsend, Massachusetts 01474

High Quality 
Dental Care 

For The Whole 
Family

978-534-3595
28 Washington Street

Leominster MA 01453

We use safe dental materials and practice using  
the Biomimetic approach (Natural/Conservative)

Emergencies seen promptly

Senior Citizens receive a 10% discount  •  We work with most dental insurances

Robert C. Alario
Certified Public Accountants, PC

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453
292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609
(L) 978-534-1999 (W) 508-755-7575

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499 (W) 508-755-7599
www.robertalario.com
bob@robertalario.com

Small Business Management | Consulting
Interim Management | Special Projects | Coaching  

Municipal Government Specialties
617-365-4612 | jamie@jamietoale.com | www.jamietoale.com

JAMIE TOALE
SUPPORTIVE BUSINESS ALTERNATIVES

Children Ages 
2.9 through 6 years  

Open 7:30 am–5:30 pm
817 Massachusetts Avenue  

Lunenburg, MA 01462
978-582-7110

St. Boniface
Pre-School & Childcare

One Family One Family 
Insurance Insurance 

AgencyAgency
Auto - Home

Business
978-403-5942

1familyinsurance.com
1 Main Street, Ste 15 

Lunenburg

978-571-6596
Petesplumbinc@gmail.com

www.PetesPlumbingandHeating.com
KOHLER REMODEL PARTNER &  

AUTHORIZED SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE

Fitchburg, MA

978-345-7845

INSTALLATION  |  REPAIR

Oil Burner Service

OPEN 7 DAYS A 
WEEK! 10AM - 3PM

Over 150+ dealers
Browse through this friendly
& relaxed shop offering the

most eclectic and ever
changing inventory of 

antiques & collectibles. 
Come in and find  

that unique antique. 
Something for every 

collector’s estate!

“Your Local Real Estate Agent”
Coldwell Banker Realty
Call/Text: 978.855.9112
“President Premier”
Lana.Kopsala@NEMoves.com
www.LanaSellsHomes.com


