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Do we know where St. Patrick was born?
Careful. This might be a trick question.
 
 
 So here’s the truth of it. We do have the name of St. Patrick’s hometown. It’s a  
place called Bannavem Taburniae in Roman Britain, as St. Patrick states himself in  
his autobiographical Confessio.
 
The trouble is, Britain is a big place and we actually don’t know for sure where  
Bannavem Taburniae is. Some say it is in modern-day Cumbria in northwestern  
England, some say Scotland, some say Wales.
 
Wherever he was originally from, he wasn’t from Ireland—which might shock you!
 
 Patrick was kidnapped from Roman Britain in the first half of the 5th century  
when he was just sixteen and taken to slavery in Ireland. After six years of  
slavery—during  
which time he grew more fervent in his faith, learned the Celtic  
language, and acquired a deep knowledge of the Celtic religion and culture—he  
(miraculously) managed to escape back home.
 
Desirous now of religious life, he studied in Gaul and was ordained by St. Germain  
of Auxerre. He wanted to return to Ireland as a missionary, and even had a vision,  
recounted in the Confessio, in which he heard the people of Ireland beseeching  
him to return.
 

Return he did, right back to the land and the
people that had enslaved him. And that’s how

the Faith took root in the Emerald Isle: through
the courage of St. Patrick, proclaiming

Christ to a pagan country.

March 12, 2023  •The Third Sunday of Lent
Exodus 17:3–7/ Romans 5:1–2, 5–8/ John 4:5–42

Today we celebrate the first of three Scrutiny Sundays. It is an occasion to look  
deeply and honestly into our own hearts to uncover and heal whatever is sinful  
and bring forth what is good so that it may be strengthened. When Jesus  
encountered the woman at the well, he looked deep within her and saw her  
history, and he also sparked that flicker of faith deep within her, faith in a  
Messiah who would tell her everything. Immediately she became his missionary,  
testifying to everyone she knew about what he had said and done, telling  
everyone that he really was the One. As these scrutinies lead our catechumens to  
the waters of baptism in Christ, may they provide the opportunity for us to  
continue the mission of the baptized, to testify to everyone we know what Christ  
has done.

Question of the Week:   What can I do or say that will show others the living  
water that I have found in Jesus, the water that satisfies my spiritual thirst? Will  
I make that my mission this week?

 THE LITURGY OF THE DAY

God of compassion and  
generosity,

when we struggle in the  
deserts of our life,

you quench our thirst with  
living water.

May that water overflow in us
enabling us to share it with all  

those in need.
Hear this and all the prayers  

we make,
through your Son and our  

Savior,
Christ the Lord.

 

“Everyone who drinks this water will  
be thirsty again.” 

John 4:13

 

Jesus reminds us that material  
things, even something as basic as  
water, can never satisfy us over the  
long run. When we build our lives  
around material possessions we  

will always want more and no  
amount will ever satisfy our  

desire. True joy and peace only  
comes when we follow Jesus -  
when we become more “God- 

centered” and less “self-centered.”



An individual may ask a priest to offer a Mass for several reasons: for example, in thanksgiving, for the  
intentions of another person (such as on a birthday), or, as is most common, for the repose of the soul of  
someone who has died. If you wish to schedule a Mass intention for a loved one, please call, email or  
visit the parish office.
 

PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 p.m. in the church, led by members 
of the Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.

Mar 18    
Mar 26 
Apr 1     
Apr 15
Apr 16
Apr 23 
Apr 30 
May 7     
 

 
 
4:00 pm
8:00 am 
4:00 pm
4:00 pm     
10:30 am
10:30 am 
8:00 am 
8:00 am 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
Helen Keating, 15th Anniversary, by her children 
Patricia Alario, 4th Anniversary, by her husband
Keith Keating, 19th Anniversary, by his siblings 
Michael Kolb, by his mother 
John McShane, 4th Anniversary, by his family  
Judith Murray, 5th Anniversary, by her daughter 
Howard and Ella May Crane, by the Laford Family  
Rev. Andre Gariepy, by the Laford Family  

 
March 3/4
Sunday   
Fuel/Maintenance
Church of Latin America
Flowers 
 
TOTAL
 
 February Online Donations
 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUOUS  

GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT!
Give to your parish whether you’re in the  
pews or not! Many parishioners make their  
weekly offerings online. It’s easy, secure, and  
convenient to make one-time or recurring  
donations. Scan the code below with your  
phone or visit www.stboniface-lunenburg.org  
and click on "Online Giving Options" in the  
upper left.

 
 
        2,415.00

180..00
345.00

5.00
 

$2,945.00
 

$4,973.00

 
 
 
 
St Patrick's Day Celebration: The Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a St  
Patrick's Day dinner with a performance by Irish step dancers. The celebration  
will start on Saturday March 18th at 5:00 PM. The dinner will consist of corned  
beef and cabbage, potatoes and vegetables with Irish soda bread coffee and  
dessert. Tickets are priced at $12 per individual or $35 per family. Proceeds will  
benefit Knights of Columbus charities. There will be only advance ticket sales; no  
tickets will be sold at the door. The Knights of Columbus will be selling tickets  
after weekend masses starting February 25th through March 12th.  Tickets may  
also be purchased on-line at the parish website.

STEWARDSHIP

 

Diocesan Mass for Life
The annual Mass for Life will be celebrated by Bishop Robert J. McManus on  
Friday, Mar. 24 at 10:00 am at the Cathedral of St. Paul.  All are invited to join  
students from our Catholic schools who will be our special guests.  The Diocese of  
Worcester’s annual Pro-Life Awards will also be presented at this Mass.  All are  
welcome to attend!

North Star Family Services is in need of volunteers to come and play with the  
kids on Tuesday evenings while the parents are in class.  If you are interested in  
doing so for our next week of volunteering, please reach out to Allison Lilly at  
Allison.lilly@comcast.net. You will need to complete a CORI as is required of all  
their volunteers. Thank you!

 DISPENSATION

The Liturgical Commemoration of St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland,  
March 17, is observed this year, 2023 on a Friday of Lent that the Church  
prescribes as a Day of Abstinence from meat.  In light of the importance of  
this feast day for many in the Diocese of Worcester, I am granting a  
dispensation from the rule of abstinence on Friday, March 17, 2023.   

I ask that those who take advantage of this dispensation perform another  
act of penance in its place on that day.       

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Most Reverend Robert J. McManus, Bishop of Worcester.

Fridays at 6:00 pm.
All are welcome. 

Food Pantry Donations for the months of March and April will benefit St. Francis  
Church in Fitchburg.  Please place all donations in the back of the church.  Thank  
you for your continued generosity. 



Saint Boniface Church
 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 
 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 
Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 am – 4:00 pm (closed 12:00 – 1:00 pm) 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist
Sunday:  8:00 am, 10:30 am  |  Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 

Holy Hour of Adoration: every Wednesday 5:30-6:30 pm 
Weekday Masses:  6:30 pm Wednesday  |  8:00 am Thursday & Friday 

Summer schedule:  Sunday:  9:00 am  |  Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  
Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  
 

FIRST EUCHARIST  Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First  
Eucharist in grade two. 
 

CONFIRMATION  Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. 
For young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least one year  
prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage preparation  
process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 
 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008,  or email Fr. Omolo at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or 
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 
 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of those who  
pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact the parish office at 978-582-4008, email stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or contact
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net.
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the first  
Wednesday of each month at 7 pm. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact Grand  
Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight, Thomas Bodkin at tbodkin@bodkinmason.com or (508-363-3422), or  
email kofc16480@gmail.com.

 Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that
we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.
 

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue
any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.

email
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
lmarcil419@gmail.com
gr610@cffstboniface.onmicrosoft.com
cmkakosgarrity@aol.com
 
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
ninastboniface@gmail.com 

phone
978-582-4008
978-582-4008
978-502-7993 
 
617-823-4237 
 
978-582-4008
978-582-7110 

PARISH STAFF:
Rev. Charles Omolo, Administrator 
Heather Sroka, Administrative Assistant 
Lucy Marcil, Religious Ed Coordinator (Grades 1-6)
Terry Stramowski, Religious Ed Coordinator (Grades 6-10) 
Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 
Louise Nadeau, Sacristan 
Ministry Schedule 
Nina Charpentier, Director, Preschool



Sacred Illusions
Fr. Mark Suslenko

 
It all really boils down to whether we believe the Lord is in our midst. A simple response of “yes” creates the seedbed for faith  
and paves the way for dismantling some of the illusions we desperately cling to. We harbor illusions that inhibit our  
pathways not only to God but to one another. Illusions of separateness, superiority, and self-sufficiency are but a few. We all  
too easily forget what water we need to drink, where to find God’s presence, what we need to grow in faith, and how God  
acts in the lives of those he loves.
 
The illusions we cling to keep our eyes focused on the things of this world, causing us to believe that we are somehow  
responsible for our own happiness or independent contractors negotiating our way through life. These illusions, that veil the  
greater truth of who we are, cause us to live with dichotomies and separateness. We find ourselves falsely believing that God  
is here and not there, what is mine is not yours, that more is better than less, and that I have some kind of “earned” privilege  
over you. An illusion of arrogance makes us believe we are creators of our own destiny and better than others who may look  
and live differently than we do.
 
St. Augustine, having wrestled with his own “ego demons,” states, “Sin is believing the lie that you are self-created, self- 
dependent, and self-sustained.” When we are thirsty for some measure of well-being or satisfaction we tend to look for an  
earthly well out of which to draw water. There must be something we don’t have and must get in order to satisfy this thirsty  
ache we feel deep within. And so, off we go looking for the latest pleasure, most immediate satisfaction, or place of refuge  
where our egos can get the boost they crave. Yet, we still thirst and the sin that convinces us that our own merits matter  
most continues to propel us to seek more earthly wells.
 
What we need is living water. If we listen carefully, as our Lenten season directs, we can easily discover that we are in want  
and need. We know our incompleteness and also know that loneliness, sadness, and distorted self-images can propel us  
outward in attempts to fill those gaps, those thirsts. We can become not only victims of our own prejudices but can find  
ourselves overly self-indulgent in things that can only satisfy for a short time if at all. It is no wonder that money and power  
are things that are so fervently sought after and defended. As long as we can keep a steady supply going, the illusion of  
fulfillment and satisfaction can falsely persuade us as craftily as a master magician’s act. We live with illusions not truth.
 
St. Augustine is most correct in his assessment of the lie. Whether we admit it, the lies we believe and pursue will ultimately  
expose our superficiality. We need to learn how to listen more deeply to what God is echoing in our hearts.
 
As long as we continue to live in the boxes the illusion of separateness brings, we will never discover the life-giving water we  
truly need. God can be found in the most amazing and unsuspecting of places and in the least likely of people and  
circumstances. But, if we limit where we look to discover the truth of God and of who we are, we will miss many  
opportunities and moments of grace. It is easy to fall victim to the world’s illusion that we can handle this human journey  
without God. This distorts our relationships and removes us from the true axis of our lives.
 
Only God can reveal the truth of our sinfulness, the superficiality of many of our pursuits and the illusions we hold so dear.  
Only Jesus can save us from ourselves and give us what we really need. St. John Paul II reminds us that, “The greatest  
deception and the deepest source of illusion is the illusion of finding joy by excluding God, of finding freedom by excluding  
moral truths and personal responsibility.” Our technological world allows us access to a tremendous amount of information  
and stimulations, to possess and accumulate things, and to accomplish many tasks. We have become less the stewards God  
intended us to be and more the consumers we were warned not to be. It is difficult for us to face our illusions and  
dependencies. They are so engrained in daily life and held by many around us.
 
As human beings, we do not like change. But, when it’s all said and done what is it we really want to achieve? Is it greater  
status, financial wealth and security, more popularity or power? Do we measure ourselves purely with an earthly yardstick  
or is something deeper seeking our attention in the midst of life’s busyness? Do you want to stay with the status quo of life,  
or do you want to set sail into the wonderfulness of the surprises God has in store? Illusions keep us stuck and keep our eyes  
focused on what is below us.
 
When you are feeling unsettled, empty, a bit unfulfilled or frustrated, to what well do you journey to quench that thirst? Is it  
one constructed by human hands or by God’s?
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NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
INSTALLING NORTH AMERICAN 

MADE EQUIPMENT
 $500 
 DISCOUNT 
 FOR SENIORS 
 AND VETS

508.612.8656
Nate@NVENERGYLLC.SOLAR
Ground or roof installations

Locally owned and operated

380 ELECTRIC AVE. (RT 13)
LUNENBURG

www.WHALOMWASH.com
978-829-0399

dan and jean proctor, owners

Townsend ~ Ayer ~ Fitchburg

Serving St. Boniface Families  
with Three Convenient Locations

Directors: Brian T. Anderson & Michael D. Masciarelli

www.andersonfuneral.com • 800-562-2692

PROCTOR

Site Work  
Title V Inspections

Excavating & Septic Systems

DAN PROCTOR OWNER

978-582-4764
359 Summer St.

Fitchburg, MA
978-345-5425978-345-5425

CARPET CARPET •• VINYL VINYL
LUXURY VINYL  LUXURY VINYL  

PLANKPLANK//TILETILE
COMMERCIAL COMMERCIAL 
HARDWOODHARDWOOD

www.littlesfloorcovering.com

978-345-0105
yo

ur
 neighborhood garage!

foreign & domestic, auto & lig

ht t
ru

ck

Automatic 
Delivery
Budget 
Programs

978-342-9716
WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET
978-342-9716

WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET

Lynn Walsh, Realtor®

Platinum Top Producer
— coldwell banker realty —

4 Monument Sq. | Leominster, MA 01453

978.514.2903
lynn.walsh9@cbrealty.com

Call Me for a FREE Market Analysis

New & Used TiresNew & Used Tires

$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$

Recycled & New PartsRecycled & New Parts

978.534.3137
56 Crawford St • Leominster

airportautoparts.com

William G. Schulze
370 Main Street — West Townsend MA

978-423-8200
Mass State Title 5 • Radon Mitigation
Building Science • Energy Efficiency

Wide Range of Subcontract Services 
Cabinetry • Millwork Historical Renovations  

Excavation • Finish Carpentry • Structural Carpentry

978-597-6277  
William G. Schulze

370 Main Street • West Townsend, Massachusetts 01474 Robert C. Alario
Certified Public Accountants, PC

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453
292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609
(L) 978-534-1999 (W) 508-755-7575

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499 (W) 508-755-7599
www.robertalario.com
bob@robertalario.com

Small Business Management | Consulting
Interim Management | Special Projects | Coaching  

Municipal Government Specialties
617-365-4612 | jamie@jamietoale.com | www.jamietoale.com

JAMIE TOALE
SUPPORTIVE BUSINESS ALTERNATIVES

Children Ages 
2.9 through 6 years  

Open 7:30 am–5:30 pm
817 Massachusetts Avenue  

Lunenburg, MA 01462
978-582-7110

St. Boniface
Pre-School & Childcare

One Family One Family 
Insurance Insurance 

AgencyAgency
Auto - Home

Business
978-403-5942

1familyinsurance.com
1 Main Street, Ste 15 

Lunenburg

978-571-6596
Petesplumbinc@gmail.com

www.PetesPlumbingandHeating.com
KOHLER REMODEL PARTNER &  

AUTHORIZED SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE

Fitchburg, MA

978-345-7845

INSTALLATION  |  REPAIR

Oil Burner Service

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Tom Blanco

tblanco@4LPi.co 
(800) 477-4574 x6285

OPEN 7 DAYS A 
WEEK! 10AM - 3PM

Over 150+ dealers
Browse through this friendly
& relaxed shop offering the

most eclectic and ever
changing inventory of 

antiques & collectibles. 
Come in and find  

that unique antique. 
Something for every 

collector’s estate!

“Your Local Real Estate Agent”
Coldwell Banker Realty
Call/Text: 978.855.9112
“President Premier”
Lana.Kopsala@NEMoves.com
www.LanaSellsHomes.com


