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Why is Divine Mercy Sunday a big deal?
 
Divine Mercy Sunday is a relatively new feast, and 
has only been celebrated since 2000. How did it come 
to be a major feast day?
 
Divine Mercy Sunday is the Second Sunday of Easter. This feast day is highly 
regarded in the Catholic Church, even though it has only been celebrated for twenty  
years—a short time compared to other feasts that have been a long part of our Catholic  
tradition..
 
Why is Divine Mercy Sunday so important?
Most of us recognize the Divine Mercy image, which is based on St. Faustina’s visions of  
Jesus. In this picture, Jesus is wearing a white garment, His left hand is touching His  
heart, and His right hand is raised in blessing. Red and pale blue rays pour out of Jesus’  
heart. At the bottom of the image are the words, “Jesus, I Trust In You.”
 
In the 1930s, when Faustina’s vision occurred, the world was facing the rise of fascism,  
communism, and a major World War. Devotion to Divine Mercy was desperately needed  
to restore a proper understanding of the sanctity and dignity of the human person.
 
Not only was St. Faustina asked to have an image made of her vision of Jesus, she also  
recorded her encounters with Christ in her diary, now known as The Diary of St.  
Faustina. According to her entries, in one appearance, Jesus said:
 
My daughter, tell the whole world about My inconceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast  
of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and especially for poor sinners. On that day  
the very depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon  
those souls who approach the Fount of My mercy. The soul that will go to Confession and  
receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment.  
(Diary, no. 699)
 
Jesus then requested that His mercy be celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. Five  
days after St. Faustina was canonized, the Vatican decreed that the Second Sunday of  
Easter would be known as Divine Mercy Sunday.
 
The image of Divine Mercy reminds us of Christ’s infinite love and His desire for all of us  
to be close to Him. In times of trouble and despair, we remember that Christ’s Divine  
Mercy will lead us to heaven.

April  16, 2023  • Sunday of Divine Mercy  
Acts 2:42–47/ 1 Peter 1:3–9/  John 20:19–31

Significantly, Jesus’ first words to his disciples after his resurrection were, “Peace  
be with you” (John 20:19). This simple greeting, which may sound ordinary or even  
trite, meant a lot to the disciples, for they had all abandoned him as he suffered  
and died on the cross. But when Jesus returned, he came not only with the gift of  
the Holy Spirit, but also with the gift of reconciliation, restoring the bond  
between him and them. When he showed them his hands and his side, he was not  
reminding them of what they had left him to go through alone. He was giving  
them a share in his triumph over sin and death.

Question of the Week: With eyes of faith, how do I see Christ’s wounds in my  
community?

 THE LITURGY OF THE DAY

 Jesus came and stood among them  
and said to them,

 ‘Peace be with you.’
John 20:19

 
Are you good at making people feel  
welcome? When you meet someone  

new, like a new neighbor, a new  
work colleague or a new parishioner,  

do you make them feel at home?  
When we make people feel welcome,  

we make them feel like they are  
included instead of being excluded.  

We are made for relationships – with  
God and each other. When you see  

yourself as a beloved son or daughter  
of God, you tend to see others the  
same way, too – just as God, Our  

Father, sees us. 

 Eternal God,
In whom mercy is endless

And the treasury of compassion  
inexhaustible,

Look kindly upon us
And increase your mercy in us,

That in difficult moments
We may not despair or become  

despondent,
But with great confidence  

subject ourselves
To your holy will,

Which is love and mercy itself.
Amen.



An individual may ask a priest to offer a Mass for several reasons: for example, in thanksgiving, for the  
intentions of another person (such as on a birthday), or, as is most common, for the repose of the soul of  
someone who has died. If you wish to schedule a Mass intention for a loved one, please call, email or  
visit the parish office.
 

PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 p.m. in the church, led by members 
of the Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.
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MASS INTENTIONS 
Michael Kolb, by his mother 
John McShane, 4th Anniversary, by his family  
Judith Murray, 5th Anniversary, by her daughter 
Roland and Jane Huntoon, by Tina and John Huntoon
Howard and Ella May Crane, by the Laford Family  
Brian Connors, 3rd Anniversary, by his family 
Rev. Andre Gariepy, by the Laford Family 
Kathleen Cronin, by her husband
Daniel Cronin, by his father  
Richard and Francis Hebert, by the LaFord Family

April 1/2
Sunday
Fuel/Maintenance 
Flowers
Easter
Good Friday 
TOTAL
 
April 7/8/9 
Sunday 
Fuel/Maintenance 
Flowers
Easter 
Good Friday/Holy Land
Other 
TOTAL
 

 
Thank you for your continued support  

and generosity.
Give to your parish whether you’re in the  

pews or not! Many parishioners make their  
weekly offerings online. It’s easy, secure, and  
convenient to make one-time or recurring  
donations. Scan the code below with your  

phone or visit www.stboniface-lunenburg.org  
and click on "Online Giving Options" in the  

upper left.

 
        3,654.00

      385.00
57.00
30.00

5.00
 $4,131.00

 
 
 

3,930.00
285.00

40.00
1,463.00

100.00
20.00

$5,838.00

STEWARDSHIP

The Montachusett Chorale will present its Spring Concert on Sunday,  
April 30th at 2pm n Tata Auditorium, Leominster city Hall, 25 West St.  
Concert proceeds will benefit Team Rubicon a local, national, and  
international volunteer veteran-led disaster relief organization. Musical  
selections will include patriotic songs, songs from the stage and scree ad  
the Big Band Era. Advance tickets are $12 and are available from Chorale  
members, in the Mayor’s Office, Leominster City Hall or at  
chorale25@hotmail.com.  At door tickets are $15. Under 18 are free.

CareNet Pregnancy Resource Center of North Central Massachusetts in  
Fitchburg is looking for a Nurse Manager.  If you are interested please  
contact Gail Gardner at 979-342-4244.
 
The Ladies of St. Boniface will be hosting a “membership tea” at our next
meeting - Thursday, April 27th at 6:30 pm.
Formerly the Women’s Guild, the Ladies sponsor a number of social
events and fundraisers throughout the year to support our parish and our
community. We provide opportunities for fellowship, service, spiritual
reflection and fun for the women of our parish. Meetings are held on the
last Thursday of each month and dues are just $20/year.
Please join us for tea and sweets on April 27th - bring a friend and give
us a try! You’ll be glad you did!!

Food Pantry Donations for the months of March and April will benefit St. Francis  
Church in Fitchburg.  Please place all donations in the back of the church.  Thank  
you for your continued generosity. 

 To date 37 Parish families  
have donated $10,680 toward  

our 2023 goal of $22,000. 
‘It is more blessed to give  

than to receive.'
Acts 20:35 

St. Boniface Preschool is currently looking for someone to take over the  
Treasurer's position. This position calls for someone who is able to provide net  
income exhibits based off of QuickBook reports that are run by our bookkeeper.  
A yearly budget, reviewing all expenses and deposits, tracking Grant  
expenditures and budget forecasting. This person will help and answer  
questions for the Director when needed.  The board meets once every eight  
weeks. 
Please contact Nina Charpentier if you or someone you know would be  
interested in this position. 978-582-7110 or email ninastboniface@gmail.com



Saint Boniface Church
 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 
 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 
Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 am – 4:00 pm (closed 12:00 – 1:00 pm) 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist
Sunday:  8:00 am, 10:30 am  |  Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 

Holy Hour of Adoration: last Wednesday of the month 5:30-6:30 pm 
Weekday Masses:  6:30 pm Wednesday  |  8:00 am Thursday & Friday 

Summer schedule:  Sunday:  9:00 am  |  Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  
Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  
 

FIRST EUCHARIST  Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First  
Eucharist in grade two. 
 

CONFIRMATION  Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. 
For young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least one year  
prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage preparation  
process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 
 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008,  or email Fr. Omolo at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or 
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 
 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of those who  
pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact the parish office at 978-582-4008, email stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or contact
Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net.
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the first  
Wednesday of each month at 7 pm. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact Grand  
Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight, Thomas Bodkin at tbodkin@bodkinmason.com or (508-363-3422), or  
email kofc16480@gmail.com.

 Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that
we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.
 

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue
any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.

email
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
lmarcil419@gmail.com
gr610@cffstboniface.onmicrosoft.com
juditernst@comcast.net
 
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
ninastboniface@gmail.com 

phone
978-582-4008
978-582-4008
978-502-7993 
 
978-855-2104
 
978-582-4008
978-582-7110 

PARISH STAFF:
Rev. Charles Omolo, Administrator 
Heather Sroka, Administrative Assistant 
Lucy Marcil, Religious Ed Coordinator (Grades 1-5)
Terry Stramowski, Religious Ed Coordinator (Grades 6-10) 
Judit Ernst, Music Ministry 
Louise Nadeau, Sacristan 
Ministry Schedule 
Nina Charpentier, Director, Preschool



Reaching Out to Divine Mercy
Douglas Sousa, S.T.L.

 
 

 On Divine Mercy Sunday, Jesus reveals the good news of his mercy and 
invites us to trust in him.
 
Between 1931 and 1938, Jesus appeared in Poland to Sister Faustina Kowalska 
revealing to her that he wanted her to tell the whole world how much he 
wanted to show mercy to sinners. At the urging of her superiors, Sister  
Faustina kept a diary of her conversations with our Lord which was eventually 
published under the title, Divine Mercy in My Soul.
 
In one appearance, Jesus asked that the Sunday after Easter be celebrated as “Divine Mercy Sunday.” Jesus told  
Sister Faustina, “On the day of my feast, the feast of mercy, you will go through the world and bring fainting souls  
to the spring of my mercy. I shall heal and strengthen them” (Divine Mercy in My Soul #206).
 
And so, on April 30, 2000, Saint John Paul II honored our Lord’s request by declaring that the first Sunday after  
Easter would be celebrated as Divine Mercy Sunday. Today’s gospel is especially fitting for this celebration.
 
If anyone was in need of mercy, it was Thomas. He wasn’t present when the Risen Jesus revealed himself to the  
other apostles. Because he didn’t see Jesus with his own eyes, he refused to believe.
 
The gospels do not tell us where Thomas was or what he was doing on that first Easter Sunday.
However, he was most likely walking the streets of Jerusalem listening to people talking about Jesus’ crucifixion.  
Some would have been saying how unjust it was. Others would have laughed at Jesus and his followers for  
believing in such nonsense. Wherever he was and whatever he was doing, the trauma of Jesus’ death was afflicting  
Thomas’ mind and heart. His spirit was crushed. He didn’t want to believe anymore.
 
Doesn’t this also describe the situation so many people find themselves in? We live in a time when people’s spirits  
are crushed. We experience much evil, deception, and cruelty in the world. Everywhere we turn we hear different  
opinions. We don’t know who to believe and begin to wonder what is true. We doubt, and like Thomas, we stray  
from the source of all truth — the Risen Christ and his Church. The longer we stay away, the deeper the roots of  
doubt sink within us. Eventually, we begin to lose hope.
 
That was the situation Thomas found himself in. He just could not bring himself to believe anymore. His heart  
was too broken.
 
How does Jesus react? Does he abandon Thomas to his fear and doubt? No. In his mercy, He appears to Thomas to  
relieve him of his burden of doubt, to heal his broken heart and to restore his faith.
 
That is what Jesus wants to do for us on Divine Mercy Sunday. Jesus came to save sinners. He died on the cross so  
that all of us could find forgiveness. There is no sin so great that God cannot forgive it. And no one is so sinful that  
he or she cannot turn to Jesus and through his grace become a great saint. Jesus said as much to us through Sister  
Faustina when he said: “The greater the sinner, the more right he has to my mercy” (Divine Mercy in My Soul #723)  
All we need to do is reach out to touch the wounds of our Risen Lord, and we will experience his infinite mercy.
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Serving St. Boniface Families  
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Lynn Walsh, Realtor®

Platinum Top Producer
— coldwell banker realty —

4 Monument Sq. | Leominster, MA 01453

978.514.2903
lynn.walsh9@cbrealty.com

Call Me for a FREE Market Analysis

New & Used TiresNew & Used Tires

$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$$BUYING UNWANTED CARS$

Recycled & New PartsRecycled & New Parts

978.534.3137
56 Crawford St • Leominster

airportautoparts.com

William G. Schulze
370 Main Street — West Townsend MA

978-423-8200
Mass State Title 5 • Radon Mitigation
Building Science • Energy Efficiency

Wide Range of Subcontract Services 
Cabinetry • Millwork Historical Renovations  

Excavation • Finish Carpentry • Structural Carpentry

978-597-6277  
William G. Schulze

370 Main Street • West Townsend, Massachusetts 01474 Robert C. Alario
Certified Public Accountants, PC

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453
292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609
(L) 978-534-1999 (W) 508-755-7575

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499 (W) 508-755-7599
www.robertalario.com
bob@robertalario.com

Small Business Management | Consulting
Interim Management | Special Projects | Coaching  

Municipal Government Specialties
617-365-4612 | jamie@jamietoale.com | www.jamietoale.com

JAMIE TOALE
SUPPORTIVE BUSINESS ALTERNATIVES

Children Ages 
2.9 through 6 years  

Open 7:30 am–5:30 pm
817 Massachusetts Avenue  

Lunenburg, MA 01462
978-582-7110

St. Boniface
Pre-School & Childcare

One Family One Family 
Insurance Insurance 

AgencyAgency
Auto - Home

Business
978-403-5942

1familyinsurance.com
1 Main Street, Ste 15 

Lunenburg

978-571-6596
Petesplumbinc@gmail.com

www.PetesPlumbingandHeating.com
KOHLER REMODEL PARTNER &  

AUTHORIZED SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE

Fitchburg, MA

978-345-7845

INSTALLATION  |  REPAIR

Oil Burner Service

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Tom Blanco

tblanco@4LPi.co 
(800) 477-4574 x6285

OPEN 7 DAYS A 
WEEK! 10AM - 3PM

Over 150+ dealers
Browse through this friendly
& relaxed shop offering the

most eclectic and ever
changing inventory of 

antiques & collectibles. 
Come in and find  

that unique antique. 
Something for every 

collector’s estate!

“Your Local Real Estate Agent”
Coldwell Banker Realty
Call/Text: 978.855.9112
“President Premier”
Lana.Kopsala@NEMoves.com
www.LanaSellsHomes.com


