THE CHURCH OF SAINT BONIFACE

817 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE
LUNENBURG, MA 01462
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THE LITURGY OF THE DAY

DECEMBER 17,2023 / THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11 / Thessalonians 5:16-24 / John 1:6-8, 19-28

May we be as bold as John the Baptist, who testified to the light but declared that he himself
was not the light. Even if we have the light within us, we did not create that light, we did not
produce that light. That light comes above and we merely direct it in the way that we live.
May we bear witness to the light by directing it upon the darknesses in our world,

producing glimmers of goodness.

Question of the Week: How can [ recognize and then bear witness to the light that comes

from God?

“Rejoice always. Pray without
ceasing. Give thanks in all
circumstances, for this is the will of
God for you in Christ Jesus.” (1
Thessalonians 5:16 - 18)

“Rejoice always” means place your
trust in God; He will provide all
that you need. “Pray constantly”
means prayer should be a running
conversation with God throughout
the whole day, every day. “Give
thanks in all circumstances” means
even in bad situations, thank
God. Suffering a little bit helps
build empathy for others in similar
situations and shows our
dependence on God.

Family Connection

In family life, we learn to trust other people for protection and
care. This experience of trust within the family enables children to
believe us when we testify about our faith in Jesus. John the
Baptist was believed by those who heard him because he helped
them to recognize Jesus in their midst. In our family life, we hope
and pray that we lead one another to recognize Jesus’ presence in
our world.

As you gather as a family, recall that during the Advent season we
are invited to pay particular attention to the signs of Jesus’
presence in our world. Consider some of the signs of Jesus’
presence that you have experienced. During Advent, we
remember how John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus. Read
together today’s Gospel, John 1:6-8,19-28. Discuss the signs of
Jesus’ presence in our world that you named and explain what
these signs tell us about God and God’s love for us. Pray together
that your family will be led to recognize that Jesus is present
among us. Read and pray together the psalm for today’s Mass, the
Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55)

Jwww.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection

Magnificat

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior;
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:

the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm, he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
the promise he made to our fathers, to Abraham and his children forever.



MASS INTENTIONS

DEC 16 4:00 PM  BERNARD ]. ROBARGE
DEC 17 8:00 AM  TONY AND NANCY SMITH
DEC 23 4:00 PM  ANGELINA ARRUDA

DEC 28 8:00 AM  PETER]JANCITIS

JAN 13 4:00 PM  PETER CHARPENTIER
JAN 21 8:00 AM THOMAS COTTER

JAN 21 10:30 AM  DANIEL CRONIN

JAN 21 10:30 AM  JOHN MCCLOSKEY

JAN 27 4:00 PM  MICHAEL MARCIL

FEB 4 8:00 AM  WESLEY LAFORD

Prayer of the Rosary
Every Saturday at 3:30 pm in the church, led by members of the St.
Boniface Knights of Columbus.

Food Donations for the months of January and February will go
to Lions Club Food Pantry in Lunenburg. Donations can be placed
in he rear of the church. Thank you for your continued
generosity.

Invite someone to Mass this Christmas Season!

So many messages during the Christmas Season are about coming
home, being with family and friends. Consider inviting someone
with you and your family to Mass this Christmas and experience
the joys of the Christmas Season. It could be the greatest gift you
give this year!

Tickets now available for 2024 Men's Conference

Tickets are now available for the 2024 Worcester Catholic Men’s
Conference which will be held on Saturday, March 16, 2024 at
Worcester’s DCU Center. The early availability is for those who
may wish to purchase tickets as Christmas gifts! Tickets are only
$50 for Adults and $30 for Students and can be purchase online at
wwuw.catholicmenworc.com or by calling (978) 537-3016.
Speakers include Jim Wahlberg (brother of actors Mark and
Donnie Wahlberﬂ), Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers (“The Dynamic
Deacon”) and other Catholic Thought Leaders. Tickets include
Lunch, and the opportunity to participate in Reconciliation, all-
day Adoration, and to visit 50 plus relevant vendors, all within the
same area of the spacious and ultra professional surroundings of
the DCU Center.

Discernment Retreat for Women Spring 2024

The Diocese of Massachusetts have invited Fiat Ministries to host a
discernment retreat for women April 5-7, 2024. Single women,
age 18-30 who are seeking to do God's will, are invited to attend
an upcoming Fiat Ministries Discernment Retreat at Betania Il
Spiritual Retreat Center. Fiat Ministries cultivates an authentic
culture of discernment for young women by inspiring them to say
yes to God's call. Religious sisters from various communities assist
at the retreat by giving talks, leading small groups, giving their
testimonies, and prouiding a joyful witness of what it means to be
a consecrated religious sister. Cost is $150.
fiatministries.org/retreat-worcester/th
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Christmas Mass Schedule

4th Sunday of Advent
12/24 9:00 am

Christmas Eve
4:00 pm and 7:00 pm

Christmas Day 9:00 am
New Year’s Day 9:00 am
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SAINT BONIFACE CHURCH

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462
Parish Office: 978-582-4008 email: sthonifaceparish@verizon.net

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org

Parish Office Hours
Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

The Celebration of the Eucharist
Sunday: 8:00am and 10:30 am | Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
Holy Hour of Adoration: last Wednesday of the month 5:30-6:30 pm
Weekday Masses: 6:30 pm Wednesday | 8:00 am Thursday & Friday

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession) Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults (RCIA). Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction.
Children receive First Eucharistin grade two.

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of
the 10th grade. For young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the
parish at least one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the
various steps of the marriage preparation process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church
before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc.

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK Please call the parish office 978-582-4008, or email Fr. Omolo at
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net or Louise Nadeau at dinaloul@comcast.net to arrange these visits.

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this
ministry of those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact the parish office at 978-582-4008, email
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net or contact Louise Nadeau at dinaloul@comcast.net.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480 In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish
Hall on the first Wednesday of each month at 7 pm. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the
Knights should contact Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight, Thomas Bodkin at
tbodkin@bodkinmason.com or (508-363-3422), or email kofc16480@gmail.com.

PARISH STAFF: phone email

Rev. Charles Omolo, Administrator 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
Heather Sroka, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net

Lucy Marcil, Religious Ed Coordinator (Grades 1-5) 978-502-7993 Imarcil419@gmail.com

Terry Stramowski, Religious Ed Coordinator (Grades 6-10) grel0@cffstboniface.onmicrosoft.com
Judit Ernst, Music Ministry 978-855-2104 juditernst@comcast.net

Louise Nadeau, Sacristan

Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net

Nina Charpentier, Director, Preschool 978-582-7110 ninastboniface@gmail.com

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that
we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities,
and more.

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue
any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.



TODAYS GOSPEL

Background on the Gospel Reading

This Sunday’s Gospel invites us to continue our reflection on the person and mission of John the Baptist. Today we
depart from the Gospel of Mark and read a selection from the Gospel of John.

The Gospel for today combines a brief passage from the prologue to John’s Gospel with a report about John the
Baptist. As in Mark’s Gospel, the Gospel of John contains no birth narrative. Instead, John’s Gospel begins with a
theological reflection that has come to be called the “prologue.” This prologue places the story of Jesus in its
cosmological framework. It speaks of Jesus’ existence with God since the beginning of time. In John’s Gospel, Jesus is
presented as the fulfillment of the Old Testament and the culmination of the Word, the light that is coming into the
world’s darkness.

Following this prologue, John reports on the ministry of John the Baptist. We learn about the attention that John the
Baptist received from the Jewish authorities. Messengers from the Jewish priests, the Levites and the Pharisees
question John about his identity and the meaning of the baptisms that he is performing. John’s Gospel uses these
questions to establish the relationship between Jesus and John the Baptist. John the Baptist is not the Messiah, nor is
he Elijah or the Prophet. In John’s denials, we hear echoes of the kind of messianic expectations that were common in
first-century Palestine.

The only affirmative response that John the Baptist gives is when he quotes the prophet Isaiah. Upon answering the
next question, John announces that the savior they seek is already among them, but as yet unrecognized. John’s
response highlights for us an important Advent theme: Jesus has already come into the world as our savior. During
Advent, we pray that we will be able to recognize Jesus’ presence in our midst. Advent also reminds us that Jesus will
come again to fulfill the promise of salvation. We pray that we will continue to be watchful as we anticipate that great
day.

The third Sunday of Advent is also called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete, a Latin word which means “rejoice,” is taken from
the entrance antiphon for Sunday’s Mass. This theme is echoed in today’s second reading from the first Letter to the
Thessalonians. It is a reminder that Advent is a season of joy because our salvation is already at hand.

www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection

Also known as the Shepherds'’
Candle, this third candle of
Advent signifies the joy of

our coming Savior.

And Mary said: "My soul proclaims
the greatness of the Lord; my spirit
rejoices in God my savior.” =
-Luke 1:46-47




Serving St. Boniface Families
with Three Convenient Locations

Anderson

Family Funeral Homes

Townsend ~ Ayer ~ Fitchburg

Directors: Brian T. Anderson & Michael D. Masciarelli
www.andersonfuneral.com « 800-562-2692
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Programs S Proudly Serving

St. Boniface Parish
Matt Proctor

978-342-9716
WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET

o EpicWellness

Providing Uncommonly Reliable and Compassionate Care to Promote the Best Possible
Quality of Life for Both You and Your Love One

HOME HEALTH CARE » WELLNESS PROGRAMS
HOMEMAKING ¢ LIVE IN CAREGIVER
PRIVATE SKILLED NURSING

monalisa@epicwellnessllic.com

Lynn Walsh,
Realtor®

Platinum Top Producer
COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

4 Monument Sq.
Leominster, MA 01453

978.514.2903

lynn.walsh?@cbrealty.com
Call Me for a FREE Market Analysis

COLDWELL
BAMKER

REALTY

Excavating & Septic Systems
Site Work
Title V Inspections

DAN PROCTOR OWNER
978-582-4764
0

OPEN 7 DAYS A
1 WEEK! 10AM - 3PM
Over 150+ dealers
~ Browse through this friendly
& relaxed shop offering the
most eclectic and ever
changing inventory of
antiques & collectibles.
Come in and find
i& w=ss. thatunique antique.
Something for every
collector’s estate!

RESIDENTIAI

Water Heaters, Heat Pumps, Gas Piping & More!

978-660-0107 - pierceplumbingandheating.com
LEOMINSTER, MA

BODKIN & MASON. u1s

Bonnie Stone Broker, Realtor
Office/Mobile 978-602-5813
BonnieStone@Outlook.com

www.StoneFarmRealEstate.com
Licensed in MA & NH

« COMMERCIAL

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Clare Colamaria

ccolamaria@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x6444

Robert C. Alario
Certified Public Accountants, PC
75N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453
292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609
(L) 978-534-1999 (W) 508-755-7575
Fax: (L) 978-534-0499 (W) 508-755-7599
www.robertalario.com
bob@robertalario.com

« INDUSTRIAI é
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508-459-6253
PARISHIONER THOMAS W. BODKIN JR., ESQ.

bodkinmason.com

37 MECHANIC STREET, SUITE 200, WORCESTER, MA 01608

380 ELECTRIC AVE. (RT 13)
LUNENBURG

www.WHALOMWASH.com
978-829-0399

DAN AND JEAN PROCTOR, OWNERS
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978-345-0105

JAMIE TOALE
SUPPORTIVE BUSINESS ALTERNATIVES
Small Business Management | Consulting
Interim Management | Special Projects | Coaching
Municipal Government Specialties
617-365-4612 | jamie@jamietoale.com | www.jamietoale.com

St. Boniface
Pre School & Childcare

Children Ages
2.9 through 6 years
Open 7:30 am-5:30 pm
817 Massachusetts Avenue
Lunenburg, MA 01462
978-582-7110

S

Coldwell Banker Realty
Call/Text: 978.855.9112
“President Premier”

“Your Local Real Estate Agent”

Lana.Kopsala@NEMoves.com
www.LanaSellsHomes.com

catholicmaich’
Massachusetts

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

CatholicMatch.com/MA

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

St. Boniface, Lunenburg, MA 03-1376



