THE CHURCH OF SAINT BONIFACE !
817 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE M

LUNENBURG, MA 01462

FEBRUARY 11, 2024

SIXTH SUN IN ORDINARY TIME

3E MADE
CLEAN.

MARK1:41




THE LITURGY OF THE DAY

FEBRUARY 11, 2024 / THE SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46 / 1 Corinthians 10:31—11:1 1/ Mark 1:40-45

Jesus challenges us to do the same, to break down the barriers that keep us apart, that keep
some excluded from the community. He challenges us to be unafraid of reaching out to those
whom we feel uncomfortable coming in contact with. Paul called upon the Corinthians to
imitate him, as he imitates Christ. Though he was Jewish, Paul reached out to Gentiles from
Jerusalem to the ends of the known world, bringing all of them into this new religion as full
members. This is the inclusivity we are called to imitate in our families, our communities,

our nation, and our world.

Question of the Week: Who can I reach out to in order to help make my family/
community/world whole? How can I go about doing so?
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Prayer for Vocations

Gob our FaTher, we thank you for calling
men and women to serve in your Son'’s
Kingdom as priests, deacons, religious, and
consecrated persons. Send your Holy Spirit to
help us respond generously and courageously
to your call. May our community of faich
support vocations of sacrificial love in our
youth. We ask this through our Lord Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns with you and

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

Family Connection

Today’s Gospel invites us to think about the choices we make as
individuals and as a family. Jesus was faced with a choice in
today’s Gospel. By choosing to heal the man with leprosy, Jesus
showed God’s compassion for the sick and the outcast. The man
knew that Jesus had a choice and that Jesus could reject his
request. He may have expected that Jesus would not help him.
The social taboos regarding leprosy certainly gave him little on
which to base his hope. In the person of the man with leprosy,
we see an image of all those in need. The sick and the outcast of
our world are watching us, to see if we as Christians will choose
to extend ourselves to others in need of healing and compassion.

Gather with your family and talk about some of the choices you
have made as a family. (where to go on vacation, what activities
to do together, how to spend our evenings, and so on) How does
your family go about making these decisions? What do your
choices communicate to others about your family’s values? In
today’s Gospel, Jesus was faced with a choice. Read today’s
Gospel, Mark 1:40-45. In choosing to heal the man with leprosy,
Jesus chose to show God’s compassion and mercy. All our
choices reflect our faith, and others are watching. Conclude in
prayer together, asking God to help your family show
compassion to others in your family decisions. Pray together
today’s Psalm, Psalm 32, or pray the Prayer for Vocations.

www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection

God of healing and compassion, we come to you broken
and repentant, asking that you make us clean.
Grant this and all our prayers,
which we make through the healer of lepers,
Jesus Christ our Lord.



MASS INTENTIONS STEWARDSHIP
Jan 27/28

FEB 11 8:00 AM  NICOLAS MCDONALD sunday: ...oc.eeeenn. $2,256.00

FEB 11 10:30 AM  MICHAEL BRISSON SEITIETENEE/ A o VA0L00
CHM: oo, $420.00

MAR3 10:30 AM  CATHERINE SROKA Total ...ccocuecunenee $2,816..00

MAR 17 10:30 AM  KAY WOOD

APR7 10:30 AM  ROBERT NADEAU Feb 3/4

APR 14 10:30AM  ROLAND AND JANE HUNTOON ST T $2890.00

APR 28 8:00 AM  HOWARD AND ELLA MAY CRANE Maintenance/Fuel: ....$90.00
Holy Day: ........ccueeeeeee. $35.00

MAY 5 8:00 AM  REV. ANDRE GARIEPY Latin America .............. $5.00

MAY 19 8:00 AM  RICHARD AND FRANCES HEBERT Total: ....ceeuencnnen. $3,185.00

JUNE 22 4:00 PM  JOHN SANTORO
JUNE 29 4:00 PM  FRANK DIGIACOMO

Prayer of the Rosary
Every Saturday at 3:30 pm in the church, led by members of the St.
Boniface Knights of Columbus.

Food Donations for the months of January and February will go to
Lunenburg Community Food Pantry sponsored by the Lions Club.
Donations can be placed in he rear of the church. Thank you for
your continued generosity.

Lent is upon us! Ash Wednesday Masses will be held on February
14th at 6:30 am and 6:30 pm.

The St. Boniface Choir will be resuming choir practice to prepare
for the Easter Vigil celebration on Thursday February 15 at 6:15 PM.
We would like to encourage any new members to attend. No prior
experience is needed.

The Ladies of St Boniface will host an afternoon of 2021 Spaghetti Dinner!
Bunco, a fun and simple dice game, on Sunday Feb 18th
at 1:30. This is a good way to meet other women of the
parish and have fun.
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Irish Festival in Worcester

St. Patrick Day Irish Festival will be held at St. Joan

of Arc Church on Saturday, Feb. 24 from 5 pm - 10
pm. Admission is $5.00. Featuring Live Irish Music and
Irish step dancers from the Mclnerney School of Irish
Dance. Corned beef dinner is $15.00; Corned beef
sandwich and chips $10.00; Beer and wine will be sold. ' > : :
Tickets will be sold for these. Includes: Spaghetti, Meat Sauce, Salad, Bread,

Dessert, and a Water/Soda & Coffee

Tickets now available for 2024 Men's Conference
Tickets are now available for the 2024 Worcester
Catholic Men’s Conference which will be held

on Saturda MarCh 16 2024 at WOI’CQSter’S DCU Cost: Dine-in; $10 adults / $5 kids under 12 / Take-out: $10
Center. Tickets are only $50 for Adults and $30 for Dine-in Hours: Saturday February 24, 2024 5:00pm - 6:30 pm
Students and can be purchase online )

at www.catholicmenworc.com or by calling Take-out Pickup: Same day

(978) 537-3016.

Location: Church Hall after 4 p.m. Mass



SAINT BONIFACE CHURCH

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462
Parish Office: 978-582-4008 email: sthonifaceparish@verizon.net

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org

Parish Office Hours
Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

The Celebration of the Eucharist
Sunday: 8:00am and 10:30 am | Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
Holy Hour of Adoration: last Wednesday of the month 5:30-6:30 pm
Weekday Masses: 6:30 pm Wednesday | 8:00 am Thursday & Friday

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession) Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults (RCIA). Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction.
Children receive First Eucharistin grade two.

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of
the 10th grade. For young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the
parish at least one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the
various steps of the marriage preparation process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church
before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc.

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK Please call the parish office 978-582-4008, or email Fr. Omolo at
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net or Louise Nadeau at dinaloul@comcast.net to arrange these visits.

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this
ministry of those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact the parish office at 978-582-4008, email
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net or contact Louise Nadeau at dinaloul@comcast.net.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480 In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish
Hall on the first Wednesday of each month at 7 pm. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the
Knights should contact Grand Knight Thomas St. George at tjstgeorge@gmail.com or Deputy Grand Knight,
Thomas Bodkin at tbodkin@bodkinmason.com or (508-363-3422), or email kofc16480@gmail.com.

PARISH STAFF: phone email

Rev. Charles Omolo, Administrator 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
Heather Sroka, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net

Lucy Marcil, Religious Ed Coordinator (Grades 1-5) 978-502-7993 Imarcil419@gmail.com

Terry Stramowski, Religious Ed Coordinator (Grades 6-10) grel0@cffstboniface.onmicrosoft.com
Judit Ernst, Music Ministry 978-855-2104 juditernst@comcast.net

Louise Nadeau, Sacristan

Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net

Nina Charpentier, Director, Preschool 978-582-7110 ninastboniface@gmail.com

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that
we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities,
and more.

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue
any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.



TODAYS GOSPEL

Background on the Gospel Reading

In today’s Gospel, we continue to hear Mark report the miraculous healings that Jesus performed in Galilee.
The Gospel begins with Jesus healing a man with leprosy. Leprosy is a disfiguring, infectious skin disease
that has been surrounded by many social and religious taboos throughout history. In 1873, the cause of
leprosy, also known as Hansen's disease, was identified. We now know that leprosy is caused by a bacterial
infection. Although it is infectious, modern medical studies have shown that transmission is more difficult
than previously thought. Since the 1940s, medical treatments have been available, and the patient no longer
needs to be isolated once long-term treatment has begun.

In Jesus’ time, however, religious and social taboos dictated the behavior of those with leprosy and other
skin diseases. The Law of Moses provided for the examination of skin diseases by the priests, and if leprosy
was identified, the person was declared unclean. People with leprosy lived in isolation from the community.
They were instructed to rip their clothes and to announce their presence with loud cries when moving in
the community. If the sores of leprosy healed, the Law of Moses provided a purification rite that permitted
the person to return to the community.

In today's Gospel, the man with leprosy took the initiative, approaching Jesus and asking for healing. In
doing so, the leper violated the religious customs of the day by approaching a person who was clean. His
request to Jesus can be interpreted as a courageous and daring act. The confidence of the leper in Jesus’
ability to heal him is evident in the words of his request. But his words can also be read as a challenge to
Jesus, asking just how far Jesus was willing to extend himself in order to heal someone. While healing the
man, Jesus touched him, which also violated established social norms. This is an important sign of the depth
of Jesus' compassion for the man and an important statement about Jesus' interpretation of the Law of
Moses.

Although Jesus touched the leper, he did not break completely with the Law of Moses. He instructed the
man not to tell anyone about the cure and told him to present himself to the priests as prescribed by the
Law of Moses. The first instruction sounds nearly impossible to honor. Certainly, the man would want to
share the good news of his healing, and his quick improvement would require an explanation. The second
instruction honors the Law of Moses.

Mark's Gospel tells us that after this healing, it became difficult for Jesus to travel freely. There are several
possible explanations for this. There might have been concern about the repercussions of Jesus' breach of
social and religious norms. In touching the man with leprosy, Jesus made himself unclean. Mark's narrative,
however, leads to the conclusion that Jesus' movement was hampered by his popularity. Despite his
instructions, the cured man spread the word about Jesus' healing power. Even when Jesus was in deserted
places, people sought him out in search of his healing.

www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection
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Serving St. Boniface Families
with Three Convenient Locations

Anderson

Family Funeral Homes

Townsend ~ Ayer ~ Fitchburg

Directors: Brian T. Anderson & Michael D. Masciarelli
www.andersonfuneral.com « 800-562-2692
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Programs S Proudly Serving

St. Boniface Parish
Matt Proctor

978-342-9716
WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET

o EpicWellness

Providing Uncommonly Reliable and Compassionate Care to Promote the Best Possible
Quality of Life for Both You and Your Love One

HOME HEALTH CARE » WELLNESS PROGRAMS
HOMEMAKING ¢ LIVE IN CAREGIVER
PRIVATE SKILLED NURSING

monalisa@epicwellnessllic.com

Lynn Walsh,
Realtor®

Platinum Top Producer
COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

4 Monument Sq.
Leominster, MA 01453

978.514.2903

lynn.walsh?@cbrealty.com
Call Me for a FREE Market Analysis

COLDWELL
BAMKER

REALTY

Excavating & Septic Systems
Site Work
Title V Inspections

DAN PROCTOR OWNER
978-582-4764
0

OPEN 7 DAYS A
1 WEEK! 10AM - 3PM
Over 150+ dealers
~ Browse through this friendly
& relaxed shop offering the
most eclectic and ever
changing inventory of
antiques & collectibles.
Come in and find
i& w=ss. thatunique antique.
Something for every
collector’s estate!

RESIDENTIAI

Water Heaters, Heat Pumps, Gas Piping & More!

978-660-0107 - pierceplumbingandheating.com
LEOMINSTER, MA

BODKIN & MASON. u1s

Bonnie Stone Broker, Realtor
Office/Mobile 978-602-5813
BonnieStone@Outlook.com

www.StoneFarmRealEstate.com
Licensed in MA & NH

« COMMERCIAL

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Clare Colamaria

ccolamaria@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x6444

Robert C. Alario
Certified Public Accountants, PC
75N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453
292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609
(L) 978-534-1999 (W) 508-755-7575
Fax: (L) 978-534-0499 (W) 508-755-7599
www.robertalario.com
bob@robertalario.com

« INDUSTRIAI é
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508-459-6253
PARISHIONER THOMAS W. BODKIN JR., ESQ.

bodkinmason.com

37 MECHANIC STREET, SUITE 200, WORCESTER, MA 01608

380 ELECTRIC AVE. (RT 13)
LUNENBURG

www.WHALOMWASH.com
978-829-0399

DAN AND JEAN PROCTOR, OWNERS
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978-345-0105

JAMIE TOALE
SUPPORTIVE BUSINESS ALTERNATIVES
Small Business Management | Consulting
Interim Management | Special Projects | Coaching
Municipal Government Specialties
617-365-4612 | jamie@jamietoale.com | www.jamietoale.com

St. Boniface
Pre School & Childcare

Children Ages
2.9 through 6 years
Open 7:30 am-5:30 pm
817 Massachusetts Avenue
Lunenburg, MA 01462
978-582-7110

S

Coldwell Banker Realty
Call/Text: 978.855.9112
“President Premier”

“Your Local Real Estate Agent”

Lana.Kopsala@NEMoves.com
www.LanaSellsHomes.com

catholicmaich’
Massachusetts

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

CatholicMatch.com/MA

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

St. Boniface, Lunenburg, MA 03-1376



