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AUGUST 24, 2025 /  TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Isaiah 66:18-21/ Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13/ Luke 13:22-30 

If it seems as if the responsorial psalm is quite short today, it ’s because these two verses are the entire psalm. 

Psalm 117 is not only the shortest psalm in the Bible, it’s the shortest chapter in the Bible. And yet, it says all that 

really needs to be said: God’s kindness and faithfulness lasts forever, and all God’s children should praise and 

glorify God. God’s mercy and love are shown through that kindness. We have seen that even when we are not 

faithful to God, God is always faithful to us—through the covenant passed down from Abraham to the new 

covenant consummated by Jesus’ sacrifice. All that’s missing today from that psalm is its final word: Hallelujah!   

        

Question of the Week: What must I do to grow in the discipline of being a good disciple of the Lord? What can 
strengthen my “drooping hands and weak knees” (Hebrews 12:12)?                 

THE LITURGY OF THE DAY 

Gospel Meditation 
 

I’ve been hiking Camelback Mountain in Phoenix, Arizona 
most of my life. It is a vigorous forty-five minutes to the 
top. Near the peak, the end suddenly appears much further 
away, and steeper. At that moment, a descending hiker 
often offers encouragement: “Keep going! The peak is right 
there. It’s not as far as it looks. You can do it!” It usually 
works. After another five minute push, you summit and 
enjoy a glorious panorama of the Sonoran Desert in the 
Valley of the Sun. 
 
When Jesus is asked about how many people are saved, he 
says: “Strive to enter through the narrow gate” (Luke 
13:24). How many? Strive! Focus on your journey. What 
does heavenly census taking have to do with you or me? 
How would it help a hiker on a mountain to ask the others 
coming down, “How many people are going to make it to 
the top?” A normal response would be something like: 
“How is that a relevant question? Carry on!” 
 
Jesus links one virtue directly to salvation: perseverance 
(cf. Matt 24:13; hypomone in Greek). Strive! Endure! Keep 
going! The one absolutely necessary virtue is perseverance, 
to not give up on our journey. The mountain we struggle to 
climb is often our own weakness, failures, and sins. 
Persevere in prayer. Keep celebrating the sacraments. 
Embrace daily duties. With God’s grace, you are strong 
enough to keep going. Perhaps the peak is not as far away 
as you might fear. Keep going! 
                                                                                          — Father John Muir 

©LPi  

Prayer for Holiness 

Good Shepherd, 

Guide me through the narrow gate. Re-
move from me anything that distracts 
me from You, Your love, Your invita-
tion, Your mission. Keep me close to 
You, familiar at every step. 

Amen 
                                                                               ©LPi  



Prayer of the Rosary  
Every Saturday at 3:30 pm in the church, led by members of the Saint Boniface 

Knights of Columbus.   

Food Donations for the months of July and August  will go to Lunenburg Food 

Pantry.  Donations can be placed in the rear of the church.  Thank you for your 

continued generosity.   

——————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

CCD Welcome Back Breakfast 

Sunday, September 7th 

9 AM:  ALL CHILDREN AND FAMILIES ARE WELCOME FOR 
BREAKFAST.  We will also have a brief overview of the program. At 10 
AM, Mass is in honor of Jeff Tremont, who has been a teacher in our 
program for many years.  He is retiring from teaching, and we will miss 
him dearly.  

——————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Thank you Parishioners 

Thank you to all the families who contributed to Partners in Charity! 
Thanks to you we received 115% of the goal. Your generosity is truly 
appreciated.  

——————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Change of Mass 

Beginning September 7th mass is changing from 10:30 AM to 10:00 AM. 
Thank you for all of your voting participation!  

 

 

 

  

 

STEWARDSHIP 

Aug 3 

Sunday  6,109.00 
Fuel/Maintenance   294.00 
Other                       5.00 
Total  $6,408.00 
 

 

 

 

Scan QR code to donate online 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 

AUG 23 4:00 PM DON FEATHERSTONE 

SEP 13 4:00 PM FRANK DIGIACOMO 

SEP 20 4:00 PM  WAYNE DUFOUR 

SEP 27 4:00 PM DON FEATHERSTONE 

OCT 4 4:00 PM JOSEPH PICUCCI JR. 

OCT 12 10:30 AM MICHAEL BRISSON 

OCT 18 4:00 PM WAYNE DUFOUR 

OCT 25 4:00 PM DON FEATHERSTONE 

NOV 2 8:00 AM WESLEY LAFORD 

NOV 15 4:00 PM WAYNE DUFOUR 

NOV22 4:00 PM DON FEATHERSTONE 



SAINT BONIFACE CHURCH 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462  
 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

 
Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 
Parish Office Hours  

Monday / Wednesday 9:00 am – 2:00 pm  
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 
Sunday:  8:00 am, 10:30 am  |  Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm  

Memorial Day through Labor Day — Sunday:  9:00 am  |  Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm  
Holy Hour of Adoration: last Wednesday of the month 5:30-6:30 pm  
Weekday Masses:  6:30 pm Wednesday  |  8:00 am Thursday & Friday  

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 5:00-5:30 p.m. or by appointment.  

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA).  Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.   

FIRST EUCHARIST  Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children 
receive First  Eucharist in grade two.  

CONFIRMATION  Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th 
grade. For young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office.  

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 
one year  prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the 
marriage preparation  process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with 
reception halls, caterers, etc.  

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008,  or email Fr. Omolo at 
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net  to arrange these visits.  

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 
those who  pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact the parish office at 978-582-4008, email 
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  or contact Louise Nadeau at dinalou1@comcast.net. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the 
first  Wednesday of each month at 7 pm. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should 
contact Grand Knight Thomas St. George at tjstgeorge@gmail.com or Deputy Grand Knight, Thomas Bodkin at 
tbodkin@bodkinmason.com or (508-363-3422), or email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF:  phone  email  
Rev. Charles Omolo, Administrator  978-582-4008  stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  
Parish Office 978-582-4008  stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  
Lucy Marcil, Religious Ed Coordinator   978-502-7993  lmarcil419@gmail.com    
Carolyn Farley, Music Ministry  978-621-5352  carolyndiva@comcast.net  
Judit Ernst, Organist  978-855-2104  juditernst@comcast.net 
Louise Nadeau, Sacristan  
Ministry Schedule  978-582-4008   stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  
Nina Charpentier, Director, Preschool 978-582-7110  ninastboniface@gmail.com  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that  
we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, 
and more.  
Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.  
Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue any verification of your status as a 
parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  
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          What is “St. Michael’s Lent?”  
 

“St. Michael’s Lent” is a beautiful devotion in honor of St. Michael the Archan-
gel. It is a forty-day period of fasting, prayer, and penance—a miniature Lent, 
you might say—that runs from the Feast of the Assumption on August 15th to 
the great archangel’s feast day on September 29th. 
 
This devotion comes to us from the life of St. Francis of Assisi, who was deeply 
devoted to St. Michael and the angels. He practiced this “Lent” himself, as 
mentioned in St. Bonaventure’s famous biography of him and in The Little 
Flowers of St. Francis, a collection of stories about the early Franciscans. 
 
St. Michael’s Lent, in fact, forms the backdrop to one of the most famous 
events in the life of St. Francis. A couple years before his death, the saint was 
inspired to spend St. Michael’s Lent on a certain mountain called La Verna. 
Here, close to the feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross (September 14th), 
he received the wounds of Our Lord’s Passion in his own body: the stigmata. 
The Franciscans celebrate St. Francis’ reception of the stigmata with a feast on 
September 17th. 
 
St. Michael’s Lent, like the original Lent, excludes Sundays (and, we presume, 
feast days—there aren’t strict rules since it is a devotion rather than an obliga-
tion). 
 
We should all foster devotion to St. Michael, our great helper and defender in 
our battle with the devil. Practicing St. Michael’s Lent is a great way to do it—
but don’t be intimidated, you can practice it in whatever way and to whatever 
extent you can! Even a little given with love and devotion has measureless val-
ue in the eyes of God and His angels. 
 
 
                                                                                                            
                ©Get Fed  
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380 ELECTRIC AVE. (RT 13)
LUNENBURG

www.WHALOMWASH.com
978-829-0399

dan and jean proctor, owners

Townsend ~ Ayer ~ Fitchburg

Serving St. Boniface Families  
with Three Convenient Locations

Directors: Brian T. Anderson & Michael D. Masciarelli

www.andersonfuneral.com • 800-562-2692

PROCTOR

Site Work  
Title V Inspections

Excavating & Septic Systems

DAN PROCTOR OWNER

978-582-4764

Automatic 
Delivery
Budget 
Programs

978-342-9716
WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET
978-342-9716

WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET

Small Business Management | Consulting
Interim Management | Special Projects | Coaching  

Municipal Government Specialties
617-365-4612 | jamie@jamietoale.com | www.jamietoale.com

JAMIE TOALE
SUPPORTIVE BUSINESS ALTERNATIVES

Children Ages 
2.9 through 6 years  

Open 7:30 am–5:30 pm
817 Massachusetts Avenue  

Lunenburg, MA 01462
978-582-7110

St. Boniface
Pre-School & Childcare Massachusetts

CatholicMatch.com/MA

Bonnie Stone Broker, Realtor
Office/Mobile 978-602-5813
BonnieStone@Outlook.com
www.StoneFarmRealEstate.com
Licensed in MA & NH

Proudly Serving  
St. Boniface Parish

Matt Proctor

508-459-6253
PARISHIONER THOMAS W. BODKIN JR., ESQ.

bodkinmason.com

37 MECHANIC STREET, SUITE 200, WORCESTER, MA 01608

Water Heaters, Heat Pumps, Gas Piping & More!
Repairs and Replacements for all your Plumbing, 

Heating and Cooling needs
978-660-0107 • pierceplumbingandheating.com 

LEOMINSTER, MA

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Joe Dapper

jdapper@4LPi.com
(351) 214-9557 x9557

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

MDMedAlert!™

At HOME and AWAY!

md-medalert.com

/mo.
$1995

Starting At

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

 800.809.3570CALL  
NOW!

Providing Uncommonly Reliable and Compassionate Care to Promote the Best Possible 
Quality of Life for Both You and Your Love One

HOME HEALTH CARE • CARE MANAGEMENT 
HOMEMAKING • LIVE IN CAREGIVER

PRIVATE SKILLED NURSING

Call 978-227-5338 or 978-290-1124
monalisa@epicwellnessllc.com

14 Manning Avenue | Suite 307 | Leominster, MA 01453

Epic Wellness

Alario & Associates, 
CPA, PC

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453
978-534-1999 

Fax: 978-534-0499 
www.alariocpa.com
Bob@alariocpa.com


