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THE LITURGY OF THE DAY

FEBRUARY 15, 2026 /7 SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Sirach 15:15-20/1 Corinthians 2:6-10/ Matthew 5:17-37

God is mighty in power, Ben Sira asserts, but we are rather powerful as well, for we have the power to
choose whether to obey or disobey God, to sin or not. Whether we are conscious of it or not, making the
choice to sin is saying that our wisdom and judgment are better than God'’s. It is saying that allowing our
anger toward someone to fester and flame is preferable to reconciling. It is saying that the pleasure we get
from fooling around with someone who is not our spouse is greater than honoring our marriage
commitment. It is choosing to do what is objectively unwise but subjectively attractive. Acknowledging that
God is wiser than us leads us to use our power to choose good over evil and life over death.

Question of the Week: In what aspect of my life do | need to accept God’s wisdom and the Spirit’s guidance and
change my behavior?

Gospel Meditation

A few years into my priesthood, | hit a wall. | had taken on
too many commitments: Masses, meetings, ministries, projects.
I couldn’t keep up. | was double-booking, forgetting things,
running late, and letting people down. My boss at the time, a
wise priest, and our shared secretary, noticed. For my birthday,
the two gave me a stack of 100 flashcards, each with one word
printed in a different language: “NO.” It was funny, but also
painfully true. If | couldn’t say no, my yes was in danger.

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus says, “Let your ‘Yes’ mean
‘Yes,” and your ‘No’ mean ‘No.” Anything more is from the Euvil
One” (Matthew 5:37). He’s not just giving advice about polite
speech. He’s showing us something about the freedom of
Christian discipleship. The follower of Christ is called to speak
clearly, simply, and honestly. There is joy in that kind of
freedom.

The Church Fathers often linked this kind of
straightforward truthfulness with spiritual maturity. The deuvil is

the father of lies, but Jesus is the Word made flesh. When we
hedge, flatter, exaggerate, or avoid, we open space for the

shadows to creep in. That little stack of flashcards reminded me

that God does not want us enslaved to the expectations of DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
others or to the fear of disappointing them. He wants us to enjoy
the peace of saying yes and meaning it, and saying no, and CECERDDIIADYVY 914
meaning it, too. -
Blessing of Love
Lenten Challenge: Practice one moment of honest, Heavenly Father, Ignite us with Your
peaceful speech this week. Maybe it’s a sincere “yes” to love. Reveal to us Your will, guide us in
something important, or a humble “no” to something you || Your path.Pour Your blessings upon us,
cannot do. Let it be a quiet step into the freedom Jesus offers. You who are the giver of every good
thing. Help us to live, work, act, and
— Father John Muir in ways that bring honor and glory to
: You.
OLPi
Amen.
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MASS INTENTIONS

FEB14 4:00PM LOUIS ARUDA

FEB15 10:00 AM LOUISE GIROUARD
FEB21 4:00 PM WAYNE DUFOUR
FEB22 8:00 AM ROSEANNE KEATING
FEB 22 10:00 AM LOUISE GIROUARD
FEB28 4:00 PM DON FEATHERSTONE
MAR 21 4:00PM WAYNE DUFOUR
MAR 28 4:00 PM DON FEATHERSTONE
APR18 4:00PM WAYNE DUFOUR
APR18 4:00 PM ROSANNE KEATING

Prayer of the Rosary
Every Saturday at 3:30 pm in the church, led by members of the Saint
Boniface Knights of Columbus.

Food Donations for the months of January and February will go to
Lunenburg Food Pantry. Donations can be placed in the rear of the church.
Thank you for your continued generosity.

Snow Days

If Lunenburg schools are closed or have a delay there will be no daily mass.
Stay safe in the snow!

St. Bernard’s High School

Calling all eighth graders! Open house Wednesday March 11th, 2026 at 6:00 PM
for those interested in attending St. Bernard’s. _

Calling all women of St. Boniface

Join us on Tuesday, February 17 at 6:30 for our MARDI GRAS meeting! You
will learn about “Fat Tuesday” and other Mardi Gras facts and traditions and
enjoy a piece of “King Cake.” Haven’t been to a Guild meeting lately or not at
all? Come and enjoy getting together with the women (all ages!) of our parish!
You will be glad you did!

Beyond Giving Things Up: Lenten Discernment Retreat

Calling all Catholic, single women ages 18-45! What Are You Giving Up For
Lent? Feeling stuck in the same Lenten routine? Join us, the Dominican Sisters
of Peace, to discover a transformative spiritual practice that deepens your
prayer life, sharpens your discernment, and opens your heart to God’s presence
in everyday moments. This will be a two-day Zoom event, February 27-28,
2026, giving you an opportunity to grow closer to Christ and experience Lent
like never before. For more information, visit: oppeace.org/become-a-sister or
contact Sr. Ana Gonzalez, OP, (ana.gonzalez@oppeace.org) or call/text 475-224
-0519.

STEWARDSHIP
Feb1
Sunday 2,272.00
Fuel/Maintenance 180.00
Holy Day 5.00
Other 190.00
Total 2,647.00

Scan QR code to donate online




SAINT BONIFACE CHURCH

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462
Parish Office: 978-582-4008 email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org

Parish Office Hours
Monday / Wednesday 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

The Celebration of the Eucharist
Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am | Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
Memorial Day through Labor Day — Sunday: 9:00 am | Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
Holy Hour of Adoration: last Wednesday of the month 5:30-6:30 pm
Weekday Masses: 6:30 pm Wednesday | 8:00 am Thursday & Friday

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession) Saturday 5:00-5:30 p.m. or by appointment.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA). Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children
receive First Eucharist in grade two.

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th
grade. For young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least
one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the
marriage preparation process. It isimportant that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with
reception halls, caterers, etc.

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK Please call the parish office 978-582-4008, or email Fr. Omolo at
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net or Louise Nadeau at dinaloul@comcast.net to arrange these visits.

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of
those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact the parish office at 978-582-4008, email
stbonifaceparish@verizon.net or contact Louise Nadeau at dinaloul@comcast.net.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480 In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the
first Wednesday of each month at 7 pm. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should
contact Deputy Grand Knight, Thomas Bodkin at tbodkin@bodkinmason.com or (508-363-3422), or email
kofc16480@gmail.com.

PARISH STAFF: phone email

Rev. Charles Omolo, Administrator 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
Parish Office 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
Lucy Marcil, Religious Ed Coordinator 978-502-7993 Imarcil419@gmail.com
Carolyn Farley, Music Ministry 978-621-5352 carolyndiva@comcast.net
Judit Ernst, Organist 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
Louise Nadeau, Sacristan

Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
Nina Charpentier, Director, Preschool 978-582-7110 ninastboniface@gmail.com

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that
we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities,
and more.

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue any verification of your status as a
parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.
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Rules Keep us on Check

I saw a slogan once for an Internet start-up: "There is one rule; there
are no rules." In fact, when I searched for this slogan again online, I was
surprised at all of the variations on the "no rules" sentiment. Apparently,
even Justin Bieber has a documented quote: "I want my world to be fun.
No parents, no rules, no nothing. Like, no one can stop me. No one can
stop me." Wow. My own kids seldom read my reflections. If they are read-
ing this one, don't get any ideas!

Of course, a society without laws or rules will not exist for very long.
The laws of a society are there to protect us from p.erha\%s our greatest en-
emy: ourselves. We can't just do whatever we feel like. We will eventually
hurt others or ourselves. The laws of God and his Church have the same
effect. Sinful and imperfect people need parameters. Christians who
choose sin or their own will over God's commandments not only break the
relationship they have with their God, but they hurt others and diminish
the body of Christ.

A stewardship way of life asks of us to live in a certain manner. We
sometimes think that our cultivation of gifts and gdlvmg them back with in-
crease to God is for God's sake. God's commands do not benefit God, for
God is complete and perfect without need for increase. But this way of life
is for the benefit of his creation. There is no power struggle here between a
God of rules and his children. The cross bears witness to that. Instead,
God's "rules" prevent us from destroying ourselves, and give us a path so
we may flourish. Whether you are an ordinary Joe or an ordinary Bieber
{pfllowmg God's commands will lead to the real satisfaction in this gift of
ife.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
©LPi
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Serving St. Boniface Families
with Three Convenient Locations

Anderson

Family Funeral Homes Site Work Bonnie Stone Broker, Realtor

Townsend ~ Ayer ~ Fitchburg Title V Inspections Office/Mobile 978-602-5813
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Bonni look.c
Directors: Brian T. Anderson & Michael D. Masciarelli DAN PROCTOR OWNER w?ﬁfgfggggiglgez&s;og com
www.andersonfuneral.com ¢ 800-562-2692 978-582-4764 Licensed in MA & NH
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LUNENBURG
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Engaging,
ad-supported
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newsletters to reach
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Alario & Associates,
CPA, PC
75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453
978-534-1999
Fax: 978-534-0499

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL - IN

Water Heaters, Heat Pumps, Gas Piping & More!

Scan to

Visit Ipicommunities.com o 978-660-0107 - pierceplumbingandheating.com www.alariocpa.com
LEOMINSTER, MA Bob@alariocpa.com
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NEW ENGLAND PE L INJURY ATTORNEYS

508-459-6253 MASONRY

i PARISHIONER THOMAS W. BODKIN JR., ESQ. .
/ bodki Proudly Serving
el Al eI St. Boniface Parish
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= rograms . . . .
Interim Management | Special Projects | Coaching
978-342-9716 Municipal Government Specialties
WWW.THOMASFUEL.NET 617-365-4612 | jamie@jamietoale.com | www.jamietoale.com
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