
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish 
5150 N. Valley View Road, Tucson, AZ 85718-6121 

 
 Father Patrick Crino, Pastor 

Fr. Ken Wolfe, Deacons Joe Cruz, Phil Garcia, Ed Sheffer - Pastoral Associates 

Monsignor Todd O’Leary 
Founding Pastor 

Father Callistus Iyorember 
Associate Pastor 

MASS SCHEDULE 

See Inside for Easter Schedule  
DAILY MASSES 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 8:00 a.m. 
 

CONFESSIONS 

4:15 Saturdays courtyard &  By Appointment  
FatherCrino@diocesetucson.org  (Fr. Pat)  OR  
ciyorember@diocesetucson.org (Fr. Callistus) 

 
RENTAL, UTILITY OR GROCERY  

ASSISTANCE 

Contact our St. Vincent de Paul Conference 
577-8780,  x 171 

 
DURING THESE UNPRECEDENTED TIMES, 
OUR OFFICE HOURS ARE LIMITED.  IF YOU 
NEED TO CONTACT US,  PLEASE CALL OR 

SEND US AN EMAIL. 

PARISH OFFICE 
(Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.) 

Telephone ......................................................... 577-8780 
FAX ....................................................................... 577-0441 
Email ................. sttomapostle@diocesetucson.org 
Website ........................................... www.statucson.org 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
By appointment only 

Telephone ......................................................... 577-8782 
 

PRESCHOOL/KINDERGARTEN 
Telephone ......................................................... 577-0503 
 

A complete Parish staff listing, 
including phone numbers and email addresses, 

can be found on the last page.  
BAPTISMS (Saturday, 3:00 p.m.)—Please contact 
the Parish Office. 

 

MARRIAGES Please call the Parish Office at 
least six months in advance to begin preparations.

Monsignor John Lyons 
Pastor Emeritus 

We, the faith community of St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church, commit ourselves to lead-
ing others to Christ by the lives we live each day.    As intentional Roman Catholic Christians, 
our lives are centered and grounded in Christ in word, sacrament and action.  We further com-

mit ourselves to fulfill our personal call to holiness and discipleship thus reflecting the life 
and love of Christ in the world. 
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ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE WEBSITE 

www.statucson.org    

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11;  

 Mt 28:8-15 

Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41; Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22;  

 Jn 20:11-18 

Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Lk 24:13-35 

Thursday: Acts 3:11-26; Ps 8:2ab, 5-9; Lk 24:35-48 

Friday: Acts 4:1-12; Ps 118:1-2, 4, 22-27a;  

 Jn 21:1-14 

Saturday: Acts 4:13-21; Ps 118:1, 14-15ab, 16-21;  

 Mk 16:9-15 

Sunday: Acts 4:32-35; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24;  

 1 Jn 5:1-6; Jn 20:19-31  

** Bulletin deadline for April 18 is April 9 ** Note Change ** 

  Masses have resumed.  Funerals and weddings are still limited to 50 people.  

Baptisms are limited to 10 people. 

To make an appointment for confession,  please eMail one of the priests or  

come to 4:15 Saturday scheduled time (eMails are listed on last page of bulletin) 

 

April 4, 2021 
Easter Sunday 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: 

 I have risen, and I am with you still, alleluia.  You 

have laid your hand upon me, alleluia.  Too 

wonderful for me, this knowledge, alleluia, alleluia.  

   - Psalm 139(138):18, 5-6 

 Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
   The Lord is Truly Risen, Alleluia! 
 Last year, we were in lock down. At least this year, conditions and 
vaccines are allowing some public worship. Let’s pray that by next year 
things will be back to normal not only at church but everywhere. God 
bless you in dealing with the pandemic disruptions to your work and 
business, to your schooling and social life. My heart goes out especially 

to you who have had any sort of illness, hospitalization, or rehabilitation. It seems that 
everything has been more difficult.  
 At Easter, we also remember those who have died. We mourn their departure while we 
trust in the Risen Lord to raise them up. That confidence is expressed in today’s Mass prayer, 
“O God, who on this day, through your Only Begotten Son, have conquered death and 
unlocked for us the path to eternity, grant, we pray, that we who keep the solemnity of the 
Lord’s Resurrection may, through the renewal brought by your Spirit, rise up in the light of 
life.” 
     Yours truly in the Sacred Heart, 
     Father Patrick M. Crino 
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APRIL 3 - APRIL 12 

Saturday 4:00 p.m. -Francis&Eileen Francois† 

         - Belarmino Martinez Alvarez † 

 7:00 p.m.  - RCIA Candidates 
Sunday 4/4 7:30 a.m. - Mary Green † 

               - Carol Nancy Norwood † 

 9:30 a.m. - Kevin Flaherty † 

          - George Spencer Anderson † 

                     11:30 a.m. - Pete and Erlinda Cano † 

  -Victor & Maya Conanan† 

  1:30 p.m. - For the People of  

    St. Thomas  

Monday 4/5 8:00 a.m. - Lucille Farnsworth † 

  - Rita Tyner † 

Tuesday     8:00 a.m. -Armando Moreno Freig† 

        - Alejandro Plasencia Enriquez † 

Wednesday 8:00 a.m. - Gerry & Michael Davis 

Thursday    8:00 a.m. - James Weber † 

  - Aida&Nuño Alexandre† 

Friday 5:00 p.m. - Mark & Carmen Cueva 

  - Pat O’Brien 

Saturday 9:00 a.m. - Jim Izlar † 

  - Ray Bruns † 

 5:00 p.m.  - For the People of  

     St. Thomas 

Sunday 4/11 7:30 a.m. - James Weber † 

              - Rita Tyner † 

 9:30 a.m. - Nellyda Corro† 

         - James Slanaker † 

                     11:30 a.m. - Ava Ryan Parch 

Monday 4/12  8::00 a.m. -Armando Moreno Freig† 

        - Alejandro Plasencia Enriquez † 

† deceased   

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of 

 the Lord 

Monday: Monday within the Octave of 

 Easter 

Tuesday: Tuesday within the Octave of 

 Easter 

Wednesday: Wednesday within the Octave of 

 Easter 

Thursday: Thursday within the Octave of Easter 

Friday: Friday in the Octave of Easter; 

Saturday: Saturday within the Octave of Easter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

   The Good Friday, 

Easter Vigil and Easter 

Sunday readings are in 

this bulletin.  Please try 

to bring this bulletin 

back with you if you are attending Good Friday. 

The parish office will not be answering phone calls 

on Good Friday.   If you have an emergency,  you 

can use one of the priests’ direct lines and leave 

them a message. 

 

 

 

Tuesday, April 6 8:00 a.m. Fr. Ken 

Wednesday, April 7  8:00 a.m. Fr. Callistus 

Thursday, April 8 8:00 a.m. Fr, Pat 

Friday,  April 9 5:00 p.m.  Fr. Pat 

Saturday,  April 10 9:00 a.m. Fr. Callistus 

 5:00 p.m.  Fr. Pat 

Sunday, April 11 7:30 a.m. Fr. Callistus 

 9:30 a.m. Fr. Callistus 

                                      11:30 a.m.    Fr. Pat 

Monday, April 12 8:00 a.m.  Fr. Callistus  
 

Subject to change. 

 

Our pastor, Fr. 

Patrick Crino, will 

be celebrating his 

birthday this week on Saturday,  April 10.   Be sure 

to wish him a happy day.  He will have much to 

celebrate having made it through his first  

extremely busy month here at St. Thomas! 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
 
MONDAY, APRIL 5 

   10:30 a.m. -Church unavailable  ............................................................................................................ Church 

      -12:30 p.m. 

    7:00 p.m. -Knights/Ladies of the Holy Sepulchre Rosary............................................................... Chapel 

TUESDAY, APRIL 6 

   5:30 p.m. -Life Teen Core Meeting .................................................................................................... O’Leary 
 
WEDNESDAY,  APRIL 7 

    8:30 a.m. -Adoration .............................................................................................................................. Church 

    5:30 p.m. -Marian Club meeting .......................................................................................................... Parish Hall 

SUNDAY, APRIL 11  FOOD DRIVE 
   7:30 a.m. -Sunday Mass .................................................................................................... Church 

   7:30 a.m. -Outside Communion ......................................................................................................... Courtyard 

   9:30 a.m. -Sunday Mass .................................................................................................... Church 

 11:30 a.m. -Sunday Mass .................................................................................................... Church 

   4:00 p.m. -Outside Communion ......................................................................................................... Courtyard 

    5:30 p.m. -XLT/Adoration .................................................................................................................... Church 

FOOD BANK WEEKEND—NEXT WEEKEND 
 

NEXT WEEKEND is FOOD BANK WEEKEND when we collect nonperishable food and/or 

monetary donations to benefit the Tucson Community Food Bank. Items most needed are: 
 
          Canned meat and tuna              Dry cereal, flour, instant potatoes 

  Canned vegetables, fruit and soup   Pasta, macaroni & cheese, rice, beans 

  Powdered milk & infant formula   Peanut butter & jelly 
 
Specially marked barrels will be located at the entrances to the church to receive your donations. No fresh 

produce, bread, rolls or any baked items can be accepted.   WE ALSO CAN NO LONGER ACCEPT 

GLASS JARS.  If you wish to contribute by way of a check, please make it payable to the Community Food 

Bank and drop it in the Poor Boxes in the narthex or in the collection basket. Please do not drop checks in 

the food barrels.  Thank you for supporting the Community Food Bank! 

NEEDED: Live Stream Operator - Saturday Vigil Mass 

Consider this request from Fr. Pat in the truest spirit of "Seek and ye shall find..." 

     Beginning Saturday, April 10, St. Thomas the Apostle Parish will begin routinely live 

streaming two weekend Masses. The first of two will always be the Saturday 5:00 PM Vigil Mass.  

      In our large, diverse and very talented parish family, I pray there will be interested, willing, capable 

parishioners who will come forward to volunteer for this fairly immediate opportunity. Here's a brief outline 

of what's needed: 

     Who?  2 - 3 (or more) computer/tech savvy volunteers; 1 per Mass 

     What?  Live stream 5:00 PM Saturday Vigil Mass each Saturday 

     When?  4:00 - 6:00 PM  

     Where? Sacristy 

     Why? to help continue our critically important technological outreach to ongoing homebound members. 

     How? Training (including step-by-step instructions) will be provided by our audio video guru, Tyler 

Irving. Pre-programmed Tristar software; pre-set cameras, angles.  

     Your Pastor is requesting your immediate help; we need your skills/talent. Those interested in exploring 

this volunteer opportunity further, contact Tyler Irving directly at tylerairving@cox.net.  

mailto:tylerairving@cox.net
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GOOD FRIDAY READINGS 
Reading 1 A reading from the book of the Prophet Isaiah ( Is 52:13—53:12 ) 

See, my servant shall prosper,  he shall be raised high and greatly exalted.  Even as many were amazed at him 

-- so marred was his look beyond human semblance  and his appearance beyond that of the sons of man--so 

shall he startle many nations,  because of him kings shall stand speechless; for those who have not been told 

shall see,  those who have not heard shall ponder it.  Who would believe what we have heard?   To whom 

has the arm of the LORD been revealed? He grew up like a sapling before him,  like a shoot from the 

parched earth; there was in him no stately bearing to make us look at him,  nor appearance that would at-

tract us to him.  He was spurned and avoided by people,  a man of suffering, accustomed to infirmity, one of 

those from whom people hide their faces,  spurned, and we held him in no esteem.   Yet it was our infirmi-

ties that he bore,  our sufferings that he endured,  while we thought of him as stricken,  as one smitten by 

God and afflicted.  But he was pierced for our offenses,   crushed for our sins; upon him was the chastise-

ment that makes us whole,  by his stripes we were healed.  We had all gone astray like sheep,     each fol-

lowing his own way;  but the LORD laid upon him the guilt of us all.  Though he was harshly treated, he sub-

mitted and opened not his mouth;  like a lamb led to the slaughter or a sheep before the shearers,  he was 

silent and opened not his mouth.  Oppressed and condemned, he was taken away,  and who would have 

thought any more of his destiny?  When he was cut off from the land of the living,  and smitten for the sin of 

his people,  a grave was assigned him among the wicked and a burial place with evildoers, though he had 

done no wrong  nor spoken any falsehood.  But the LORD was pleased  to crush him in infirmity.  If he gives 

his life as an offering for sin,  he shall see his descendants in a long life, 

and the will of the LORD shall be accomplished through him.  Because of his affliction he shall see the light in 

fullness of days;  through his suffering, my servant shall justify many, and their guilt he shall bear.  Therefore I 

will give him his portion among the great,  and he shall divide the spoils with the mighty,  because he surren-

dered himself to death and was counted among the wicked;  and he shall take away the sins of many,  and 
win pardon for their offenses. 

Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 31:2,6,12-13,15-16,17,25 

R.   Father, into your hands I commend my spirit. 

In you, O LORD, I take refuge;  let me never be put to shame.  In your justice rescue me. 

Into your hands I commend my spirit;  you will redeem me, O LORD, O faithful God. 

R.   Father, into your hands I commend my spirit. 

For all my foes I am an object of reproach,  a laughingstock to my neighbors, and a dread to my friends; they 

who see me abroad flee from me.  I am forgotten like the unremembered dead;   I am like a broken dish. 

R.  Father, into your hands I commend my spirit. 

But my trust is in you, O LORD;  I say, “You are my God.  In your hands is my destiny; rescue me from the 

clutches of my enemies and my persecutors.” 

R.  Father, into your hands I commend my spirit. 

Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your kindness.  Take courage and be stouthearted,  all you 

who hope in the LORD. 

R. Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.  
 
Reading 2  A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews (Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9) 

Brothers and sisters:  Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,  Jesus, the Son 

of God, let us hold fast to our confession.  For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize 

with our weaknesses, but one who has similarly been tested in every way, yet without sin.  So let us confi-

dently approach the throne of grace to receive mercy and to find grace for timely help.  In the days when 

Christ was in the flesh, he offered prayers and supplications with loud cries and tears to the one who was 

able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence.  Son though he was, he learned 

obedience from what he suffered; and when he was made perfect, the became the source of eternal salva-

tion for all who obey him.        

Thanks be to God 
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GOSPEL A Reading from the Holy Gospel According to John (John 18:1-19:42)  

 
Narrator:  Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to where there was a gar-

den, into which he and his disciples entered.   Judas his betrayer also knew the place, because Je-

sus had often met there with his disciples.   So, Judas got a band of soldiers and guards from the 

chief priests and the Pharisees and went there with lanterns, torches, and weapons.   Jesus, 

knowing everything that was going to happen to him, went out and said to them,  

Jesus: “Whom are you looking for?”  

Narrator:  They answered him,  

Chorus:  “Jesus the Nazorean.”   

Narrator:  He said to them,  

Jesus: “I AM.”   

Narrator: Judas his betrayer was also with them.   When he said to them, “I AM”, they turned 

away and fell to the ground.   So, he again asked them, 

Jesus: “Whom are you looking for?”  

Narrator:  They said,  

Chorus: “Jesus the Nazorean.”  

Jesus answered:  “I told you that I AM.   So, if you are looking for me, let these men go.”  

Narrator:  This was to fulfill what he had said, “I have not lost any of those you gave me.”  Then 

Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear.   

The slave’s name was Malchus.   Jesus said to Peter,  

Jesus: “Put your sword into its scabbard.   Shall I not drink the cup that the Father gave me?”  

Narrator: So, the band of soldiers, the tribune, and the Jewish guards seized Jesus, bound him, 

and brought him to Annas first.   He was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that 

year.   It was Caiaphas who had counseled the Jews that it was better that one man should die 

rather than the people.  Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus.   Now the other disci-

ple was known to the high priest, and he entered the courtyard of the high priest with Jesus.   

But Peter stood at the gate outside.   So, the other disciple, the acquaintance of the high priest, 

went out and spoke to the gatekeeper and brought Peter in.   Then the maid who was the gate-

keeper said to Peter, 

Speaker: “You are not one of this man’s disciples, are you?”  

Narrator: He said,  

Speaker: “I am not.”   

Narrator:  Now the slaves and the guards were standing around a charcoal fire that they had 

made, because it was cold, and were warming themselves.   Peter was also standing there keeping 

warm.  The high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his doctrine.   Jesus an-

swered him,  

Jesus:  “I have spoken publicly to the world.   I have always taught in a synagogue or in the tem-

ple area where all the Jews gather, and in secret I have said nothing.   Why ask me? Ask those 

who heard me what I said to them.   They know what I said.”   

Narrator:  When he had said this, one of the temple guards standing there struck Jesus and said,  

Speaker: “Is this the way you answer the high priest?” 

Narrator:  Jesus answered him,  

Jesus:  “If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong; but if I have spoken rightly, why do you 

strike me?”  
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Narrator:  Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.  Now Simon Peter was 

standing there keeping warm.   And they said to him,  
Chorus: “You are not one of his disciples, are you?”  

Narrator: He denied it and said, 
Speaker: “I am not.”   

Narrator: One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the one whose ear Peter had cut 
off, said, 

Speaker: “Didn’t I see you in the garden with him?”  
Narrator:  Again, Peter denied it.   And immediately the cock crowed.  Then they brought Je-

sus from Caiaphas to the praetorium.   It was morning.   And they themselves did not enter 
the praetorium, in order not to be defiled so that they could eat the Passover.   So, Pilate 

came out to them and said,  
Speaker: “What charge do you bring against this man?”  
Narrator:  They answered and said to him,  

Chorus: “If he were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.”   
Narrator:  At this, Pilate said to them,  

Speaker: “Take him yourselves, and judge him according to your law.”   
Narrator: The Jews answered him, 

Chorus: “We do not have the right to execute anyone,”  
Narrator: in order that the word of Jesus might be fulfilled that he said indicating the kind of 

death he would die.   So, Pilate went back into the praetorium and summoned Jesus and said 
to him,  

Speaker: “Are you the King of the Jews?” 
Narrator:  Jesus answered,  

Jesus: “Do you say this on your own or have others told you about me?”  
Narrator:  Pilate answered,  
Speaker: “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests handed you over to me.   

What have you done?” 
Jesus answered: “My kingdom does not belong to this world.   If my kingdom did belong to 

this world, my attendants would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews.   
But as it is, my kingdom is not here.”   

Narrator: So Pilate said to him,  
Speaker: “Then you are a king?” 

Jesus answered, “You say I am a king.   For this I was born and for this I came into the world, 

to testify to the truth.   Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”   

Narrator: Pilate said to him,  
Speaker: “What is truth?” 

Narrator: When he had said this, he again went out to the Jews and said to them,  
Speaker: “I find no guilt in him.   But you have a custom that I release one prisoner to you at 

Passover.   Do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?”  
Narrator: They cried out again,  
Chorus: “Not this one but Barabbas!”  

Narrator: Now Barabbas was a revolutionary.  Then Pilate took Jesus and had him scourged.   
And the soldiers wove a crown out of thorns and placed it on his head, and clothed him in a 

purple cloak, and they came to him and said 
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Chorus: “Hail, King of the Jews!”  

Narrator: And they struck him repeatedly.   Once more Pilate went out and said to them,  
Speaker: “Look, I am bringing him out to you, so that you may know that I find no guilt in 

him.”  
Narrator: So, Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple cloak.   And he 

said to them,  
Speaker: “Behold, the man!” 

Narrator: When the chief priests and the guards saw him they cried out,  
Chorus: “Crucify him, crucify him!” 

Narrator:  Pilate said to them,  
Speaker:  “Take him yourselves and crucify him.   I find no guilt in him.”   

Narrator: The Jews answered, 
Chorus: “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die, because he 
made himself the Son of God.”   

Narrator: Now when Pilate heard this statement, he became even more afraid, and went back 
into the praetorium and said to Jesus,  

Speaker: “Where are you from?”  
Narrator: Jesus did not answer him.   So Pilate said to him,  

Speaker: “Do you not speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to release you and I 
have power to crucify you?”  

Narrator: Jesus answered him,  
Jesus: “You would have no power over me if it had not been given to you from above.   For 

this reason, the one who handed me over to you has the greater sin.”   
Narrator:  Consequently, Pilate tried to release him; but the Jews cried out,  

Chorus:  “If you release him, you are not a Friend of Caesar.   Everyone who 
makes himself a king opposes Caesar.”  
Narrator:  When Pilate heard these words he brought Jesus out and seated him on the 

judge’s bench in the place called Stone Pavement, in Hebrew, Gabbatha.   It was preparation 
day for Passover, and it was about noon.   And he said to the Jews,  

Speaker: “Behold, your king!” 
Narrator: They cried out,  

Chorus:  “Take him away, take him away! Crucify him!”  
Narrator:  Pilate said to them,  

Speaker:  “Shall I crucify your king?”  

Narrator: The chief priests answered,  

Chorus:  “We have no king but Caesar.”   
Narrator:  Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus, and, carry-

ing the cross himself, he went out to what is called the Place of the Skull, in Hebrew, Golgo-
tha.   There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus in the 

middle.   Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross.   It read, “Jesus the 
Nazorean, the King of the Jews.”  Now many of the Jews read this inscription, because the 
place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Latin, and 

Greek.   So, the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate,  
Chorus: “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that he said, ‘I am the King of 

the Jews’.”  
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Narrator: Pilate answered, 

Speaker: “What I have written, I have written.”  
Narrator:  When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into 

four shares, a share for each soldier.   They also took his tunic, but the tunic was seamless, 
woven in one piece from the top down.   So they said to one another,  

Chorus:  “Let’s not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it will be,”  
Narrator: in order that the passage of Scripture might be fulfilled that says: They divided my 

garments among them, and for my vesture they cast lots .   This is what the soldiers did.   Standing 
by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and 

Mary of Magdala.   When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there whom he loved he said 
to his mother, 

Jesus: “Woman, behold, your son.”   
Narrator:  Then he said to the disciple,  
Jesus: “Behold, your mother.”   

Narrator:  And from that hour the disciple took her into his home.  After this, aware that 
everything was now finished, in order that the Scripture might be fulfilled,  

Jesus said:  “I thirst.”  
Narrator: There was a vessel filled with common wine.   So, they put a sponge soaked in wine 

on a sprig of hyssop and put it up to his mouth.   When Jesus had taken the wine,  
Jesus said: “It is finished.”   

Narrator: And bowing his head, he handed over the spirit.   
 Here all kneel and pause for a short time.   

Narrator:  Now since it was preparation day, in order that the bodies might not remain on 
the cross on the sabbath, for the sabbath day of that week was a solemn one, the Jews asked 

Pilate that their legs be broken and that they be taken down.   So, the soldiers came and 
broke the legs of the first and then of the other one who was crucified with Jesus.   But when 
they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs, but one sol-

dier thrust his lance into his side, and immediately blood and water flowed out.   An eyewit-
ness has testified, and his testimony is true; he knows that he is speaking the truth, so that 

you also may come to believe.   For this happened so that the Scripture passage might be ful-
filled: Not a bone of it will be broken.   And again, another passage says: They will look upon him 

whom they have pierced.  After this, Joseph of Arimathea, secretly a disciple of Jesus for fear of 
the Jews, asked Pilate if he could remove the body of Jesus.   And Pilate permitted it.   So, he 

came and took his body.   Nicodemus, the one who had first come to him at night, also came 

bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes weighing about one hundred pounds.   They took the 

body of Jesus and bound it with burial cloths along with the spices, according to the Jewish 
burial custom.   Now in the place where he had been crucified there was a garden, and in the 

garden a new tomb, in which no one had yet been buried.   So they laid Jesus there because 
of the Jewish preparation day; for the tomb was close by.   

 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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EASTER VIGIL READINGS 
 READING 1 A Reading from the book of Genesis (Genesis 1:1-2:2) 
 In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless wasteland, 

and darkness covered the abyss, while a mighty wind swept over the waters. 

  Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God saw how good the light was. God then 

separated the light from the darkness. God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” Thus 

evening came, and morning followed—the first day.  

  Then God said, “Let there be a dome in the middle of the waters, to separate one body of water from the 

other.” And so it happened: God made the dome, and it separated the water above the dome from the 

water below it. God called the dome “the sky.” Evening came, and morning followed—the second day.  

  Then God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered into a single basin, so that the dry land may 

appear.” And so it happened: the water under the sky was gathered into its basin, and the dry land appeared. 

God called the dry land “the earth, “and the basin of the water he called “the sea.” God saw how good it 

was.  
  Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth vegetation: every kind of plant that bears seed and every kind of 

fruit tree on earth that bears fruit with its seed in it.” And so it happened: the earth brought forth every 

kind of plant that bears seed and every kind of fruit tree on earth that bears fruit with its seed in it. God saw 

how good it was. Evening came, and morning followed—the third day.  

  Then God said: “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky, to separate day from night. Let them mark the 

fixed times, the days and the years, and serve as luminaries in the dome of the sky, to shed light upon the 

earth.” And so it happened: God made the two great lights, the greater one to govern the day, and the 

lesser one to govern the night; and he made the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky, to shed light 

upon the earth, to govern the day and the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. God saw how 

good it was. Evening came, and morning followed—the fourth day.  

 Then God said, “Let the water teem with an abundance of living creatures, and on the earth let birds fly 

beneath the dome of the sky.” And so it happened: God created the great sea monsters and all kinds of 

swimming creatures with which the water teems, and all kinds of winged birds. God saw how good it was, 

and God blessed them, saying, “Be fertile, multiply, and fill the water of the seas; and let the birds multiply on 

the earth.” Evening came, and morning followed—the fifth day.  

  Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth all kinds of living creatures: cattle, creeping things, and wild 

animals of all kinds.” And so it happened: God made all kinds of wild animals, all kinds of cattle, and all kinds 

of creeping things of the earth. God saw how good it was.  

  Then God said: “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. Let them have dominion over the fish 

of the sea, the birds of the air, and the cattle, and over all the wild animals and all the creatures that crawl 

on the ground.” God created man in his image; in the image of God he created him; male and female he 

created them. God blessed them, saying: “Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it. Have dominion 

over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and all the living things that move on the earth.” God also said: 

“See, I give you every seed-bearing plant all over the earth and every tree that has seed-bearing fruit on it to 

be your food; and to all the animals of the land, all the birds of the air, and all the living creatures that crawl 

on the ground, I give all the green plants for food.” And so it happened. God looked at everything he had 

made, and he found it very good. Evening came, and morning followed—the sixth day. Thus the heavens and 

the earth and all their array were completed. Since on the seventh day God was finished with the work he 

had been doing, he rested on the seventh day from all the work he had undertaken. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 



 

  11

Reading 3  A Reading from the Book of Exodus (Exodus 14:15-15:1)  

The LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. And 

you, lift up your staff and, with hand outstretched over the sea, split the sea in two, that the 

Israelites may pass through it on dry land. But I will make the Egyptians so obstinate that they 

will go in after them. Then I will receive glory through Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots and 

charioteers. The Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I receive glory through 

Pharaoh and his chariots and charioteers."  The angel of God, who had been leading Israel's 

camp, now moved and went around behind them. The column of cloud also, leaving the front, 

took up its place behind them, so that it came between the camp of the Egyptians and that of 

Israel. But the cloud now became dark, and thus the night passed without the rival camps 

coming any closer together all night long. Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and 

the LORD swept the sea with a strong east wind throughout the night and so turned it into dry 

land. When the water was thus divided, the Israelites marched into the midst of the sea on dry 

land, with the water like a wall to their right and to their left.  The Egyptians followed in pursuit; 

all Pharaoh's horses and chariots and charioteers went after them right into the midst of the 

sea. In the night watch just before dawn the LORD cast through the column of the fiery cloud 

upon the Egyptian force a glance that threw it into a panic; and he so clogged their chariot 

wheels that they could hardly drive. With that the Egyptians sounded the retreat before Israel, 

because the LORD was fighting for them against the Egyptians.  Then the LORD told Moses, 

"Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may flow back upon the Egyptians, upon 

their chariots and their charioteers." So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn 

the sea flowed back to its normal depth. The Egyptians were fleeing head on toward the sea, 

when the LORD hurled them into its midst. As the water flowed back, it covered the chariots 

and the charioteers of Pharaoh's whole army which had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not 

a single one of them escaped. But the Israelites had marched on dry land through the midst of 

the sea, with the water like a wall to their right and to their left. Thus the LORD saved Israel on 

that day from the power of the Egyptians. When Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the 

seashore and beheld the great power that the LORD had shown against the Egyptians, they 

feared the LORD and believed in him and in his servant Moses.  Then Moses and the Israelites 

sang this song to the LORD: I will sing to the LORD, for he is gloriously triumphant; horse and 

chariot he has cast into the sea.   

Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm Exodus 15:1-2,3-4, 5-6, 17-18 

R. Let us sing to the Lord; he has covered himself in glory. 

Reading 5 A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 55:1-11) 

Thus says the LORD: All you who are thirsty, come to the water! You who have no money, 

come, receive grain and eat; come, without paying and without cost, drink wine and milk! Why 

spend your money for what is not bread, your wages for what fails to satisfy? Heed me, and you 

shall eat well, you shall delight in rich fare. Come to me heedfully, listen, that you may have life. I 

will renew with you the everlasting covenant, the benefits assured to David. As I made him a 

witness to the peoples, a leader and commander of nations, so shall you summon a nation you 

knew not, and nations that knew you not shall run to you, because of the LORD, your God, the 

Holy One of Israel, who has glorified you.  Seek the LORD while he may be found, call him 

while he is near. Let the scoundrel forsake his way, and the wicked man his thoughts; let him 

turn to the LORD for mercy; to our God, who is generous in forgiving. For my thoughts are not 

your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.  
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As high as the heavens are above the earth, so high are my ways above your ways and my 

thoughts above your thoughts.  For just as from the heavens the rain and snow come down 

and do not return there till they have watered the earth, making it fertile and fruitful, giving 

seed to the one who sows and bread to the one who eats, so shall my word be that goes forth 

from my mouth; my word shall not return to me void, but shall do my will, achieving the end 

for which I sent it.  

Thanks be to God.  

Responsorial Psalm Isaiah 12:2-3,4,5-6 

R. You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation. 

Epistle:  A Reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans (Romans 6:3-11) 

Brothers and sisters: Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into his death? We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death, so that, 

just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live in 

newness of life.  For if we have grown into union with him through a death like his, we shall 

also be united with him in the resurrection. We know that our old self was crucified with him, 

so that our sinful body might be done away with, that we might no longer be in slavery to sin. 

For a dead person has been absolved from sin. If, then, we have died with Christ, we believe 

that we shall also live with him. We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more; 

death no longer has power over him. As to his death, he died to sin once and for all; as to his 

life, he lives for God. Consequently, you too must think of yourselves as being dead to sin and 

living for God in Christ Jesus.  

Thanks be to God.  

Responsorial Psalm Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 

R. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel A Reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark (Mark 16:1-7) 

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary, the mother of James, and Salome bought 

spices so that they might go and anoint him. Very early when the sun had risen, on the first day of 

the week, they came to the tomb. They were saying to one another, “Who will roll back the stone 

for us from the entrance to the tomb?” When they looked up, they saw that the stone had been 

rolled back; it was very large. On entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, 

clothed in a white robe, and they were utterly amazed. He said to them, “Do not be amazed! You 

seek Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Behold the place where 

they laid him. But go and tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going before you to Galilee; there you 

will see him, as he told you.’” 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

EASTER SUNDAY READINGS 

Reading I A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 10:34a, 37-43)  

Peter proceeded to speak and said: “You know what has happened all over Judea, beginning in 

Galilee after the baptism that John preached, how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 

Holy Spirit and power. He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by the devil, 

for God was with him. We are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and 

in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree. This man God raised on the 

third day and granted that he be visible, not to all the people, but to us, the witnesses chosen 

by God in advance, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commissioned 

us to preach to the people and testify that he is the one appointed by God as judge of the 

living and the dead. To him all the prophets bear witness, that everyone who believes in him 

will receive forgiveness of sins through his name.”      Thanks be to God. 
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Responsorial Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his mercy endures forever.  

Let the house of Israel say, “His mercy endures forever.”  

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 

 “The right hand of the LORD has struck with power; the right hand of the LORD is exalted.  

I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.”  

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 

The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 

By the LORD has this been done; it is wonderful in our eyes. 

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 
 
Reading 2 A Reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Colossians (Col 3:1 -4) 

Brothers and sisters:  If then you were raised with Christ, seek what is above, where Christ is 

seated at the right hand of God.  Think of what is above, not of what is on earth.  For you have 

died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ your life appears, then you too 

will appear with him in glory. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 Sequence      Victimae paschali laudes 

Recite along according to where you are sitting: 

West side of church:  Christians, to the Paschal Victim offer your thankful praises! 

A Lamb the sheep redeems; Christ, who only is sinless, reconciles sinners to the Father.  

East side of church: Death and life have contended in that combat stupendous: 

    The Prince of life, who died, reigns immortal. 

West side of church:  Speak, Mary, declaring what you saw, wayfaring.  

“The tomb of Christ, who is living, The glory of Jesus’ resurrection;  

East side of church: Bright angels attesting, the shroud and napkin resting. 

Yes, Christ my hope is arisen; to Galilee he goes before you.”  

West side of church: Christ indeed from death is risen, our new life obtaining.  

    Have mercy, victor King, ever reigning! 

All: Amen. Alleluia. 
 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed; let us then feast with joy in the Lord.  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Gospel A reading from the holy Gospel according to John (Jn 20:1-9) 

On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning, while it 

was still dark, and saw the stone removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter 

and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them, “They have taken the Lord from the 

tomb, and we don’t know where they put him.” So Peter and the other disciple went out and 

came to the tomb. They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and arrived at the 

tomb first; he bent down and saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in. When Simon Peter 

arrived after him, he went into the tomb and saw the burial cloths there, and the cloth that had 

covered his head, not with the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place. Then the other 

disciple also went in, the one who had arrived at the tomb first, and he saw and believed. For 

they did not yet understand the Scripture that he had to rise from the dead.   

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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