
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Angels 

 

     Has anyone ever looked you right in the eye and told you, ‘You are an angel?’ Well, 

it has probably happened to you at least once. And I hope these people never told you 

you were the direct opposite…a devil! Good people, especially sweet little boys and 

girls, are often called ‘angels.’ That doesn’t mean any of us really ARE angels. No, it just 

means we have been acting a little like angels.  Today we are honoring some real, 

honest-to-goodness angels: Michael, Gabriel and Raphael. They are archangels. Super 

angels! 

     It seems just as when the human race fell into an impossible situation after the sin of 

Adam and Eve, we needed the Son of God to come down and bail us out. So, too, we 

humans often find ourselves in other helpless situations. And we need God to call out 

His cavalry to come down and save us. Of course, I am talking about His angels. 

     Angels are spirits who were created by God! Now, some of these spirits rejected God 

and gave themselves over to evil. These are the ones who go under the title of ‘devils.’ 

But most of the other angels chose to be faithful to God and they are devoted to 

carrying out God’s desires on a moment’s notice. Included in the job description of 

angels is they help us humans out in many different ways. Some of these ways we are 

not even aware of. We have seen movies and television shows that are produced by 

people who want us to be aware of the role of angels in our lives. Some people believe 

these stories, and some people don’t. Still, there is something here nobody can deny. 

And it’s this: we can’t always take care of ourselves. There are times when we need 

help. And that is true. 

     It is our pride that tells us we can stand on our own two feet come what may. We 

may think we don’t need anyone’s help or anyone’s assistance at any time for anything. 

We are self-made people and we can take care of ourselves. Well, you just try getting to 

heaven without the help of Jesus Christ. Or try making it through cancer or a heart 

attack without a good doctor. Or try getting through a real heartbreak without the 

moral support of a real friend. Could any of us make it through measles without the 

help of our mother? 

     Let’s face it. We all need God and we need each other, too. Sometimes God sends his 

angels to do His work for Him! And I have to tell you, they were busy yesterday. So, I   
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ask you to welcome these angels into your life. Honor them every day…not just today 

on their feast day. 

     Happy Feast Day Michael, Gabriel and Raphael! 


