
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Hiding 

 

     Do you have any secrets? Do you have any secrets you just do not want to see the 

light of day? And, at the same time, are there times when you would like to run away 

and just hide yourself, but – try as you may – you just can’t do it? 

     In our gospel this morning we are told Jesus had been hiding. He had been staying 

away from Jerusalem because the word was out some of the Jews were looking for a 

chance to kill Him. And so, what did He do? He did what we all would have done. He 

tried to hide. But eventually Jesus did come out of hiding and went up to Jerusalem. But 

He did this secretly. On the QT! Still, it didn’t take long before they all noticed Him. It 

seems His compassion and goodness…His kindness and His love…were something 

that just could not be kept secret. It was impossible to hide them. I am sure you know 

that even that rock that sealed His tomb wasn’t able to shut Him up for long. Nothing 

could ever hide Him. 

     It seems the goodness present in people comes to the surface and always make itself 

known. Badness will also make itself known. We can’t hide either of them for long. Still, 

some people try. How do they do it? Well, they will change their friends or they will 

take a new job or they will move to another city. And they will do all this just to get 

away from the bad reputation they have been making for themselves. They want to 

start all over with a clean slate. And they want to do that somewhere where nobody 

knows about their past history. Let’s face it, they always arrive at the same results. If 

deep down we are good, then people are going to discover that, too. The one thing none 

of us can get away from is our personality, our character, our real selves. 

     So, if we don’t like something we find in ourselves - instead of trying to hide it or run 

away from it – why not just change it?? It may take a long time to change it and it will 

take a lot of effort, but believe me, it is worth the struggle. You must believe that – when 

we die – the characters we have formed during life are going to remain with us for all 

eternity. That truth is going to come out loud and clear for everyone to see. 

     Jesus could never hide who He really was! And we are not able to hide who we are 

either. That is why we have to make the necessary changes. And we have to do so 

NOW while we still have the chance. 

*Inspired by John 1:2, 20, 25-30 


