
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Ooheleth 

 

     After you listened to our first reading from scripture this morning, what did you 

think about that man? His name was Ooheleth. How did you like what he had to say? 

He said, “Vanity of vanities! All things are vanity!” If I had a name and an attitude like 

that, I wouldn’t be feeling too good. In fact, I would be spending most of my time 

learning how to spell my name! OOHELETH. 

     Ooheleth is the type of person you would just not want to live with. In fact, you 

wouldn’t even want him to visit you. I feel sure he would never talk to you and say, 

“Have a nice day!” No, he would be more apt to say, “Oh, you poor thing, you are 

going to have another long day and you are going to have to suffer through every 

minute of it.”   

     Do you know anybody like him? Or better yet, may I dare ask you – have YOU ever 

been anything like him yourself? Have you ever been that dark cloud that slowly moves 

around and through the home…then flies over to church and across to town. And 

everywhere you go you bring darkness and gloom into the lives of everyone. Oh! 

Heaven forbid! 

     Ooheleth says, “What profit has man from all the labor he toils at under the sun.” 

Then he adds, “What has been, that will be…there is nothing new under the sun. There 

is no remembrance of the men of old and there will be no remembrance among those 

who come after them.” 

     You know, I think maybe we should have stayed in bed today. But no, what do you 

say: Let’s rejoice!! After all, Ooheleth is dead and gone. He lived before Christ. He is no 

longer here. Jesus has taken his place. And that certainly is a real change for the better. 

     And what does Jesus have to tell us? He says, “I have made all things new. Nothing 

is the same.” So, your life is going to better and better, so have a great day! 

 

Inspired by Ecclesiastes 1:2-11 


