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Greatness 

 

     This morning I would like to lay down a few rules for greatness. You would think 

that I know all about that! But I have to admit that I have not solved this problem 

myself. 

     Of late I have been noticing that the way we do things here on earth is often the 

direct opposite of the way heaven would do it. Jesus talks about this in the gospel this 

morning*. He seems to be saying that here on earth the kings, the queens, the emperors, 

the Caesars, the presidents the governors, the mayors and all the way down to the cops 

on the beat…they are all reminding people of their power and telling them of their 

importance. Now it is obvious that they expect to be honored, served and obeyed. And 

it seems whenever they bark or bite, they actually are respected. 

     With Jesus it is an entirely different story. Even though He was God – and therefore 

the highest authority of all – still He didn’t come here to push us around. He didn’t 

come to be served. No, He came to serve us…to wash our feet…to help us with all our 

wants and needs. Actually, He came to die for us. And in doing all this, He showed us 

how to really become great.  

     His life shows each of us how we are to live. The way He treated people shows those 

in authority and power how they are to rule. They are not to rule for selfish party line 

benefits, but for the good of the people. Now, with what you know and have observed, 

do you think that Jesus and His way have achieved much success? No way!! So, what 

are we going to do about it? 

     Well, the lessons for authority and greatness must begin in early childhood in the 

home. To start out with, the children must learn to treat the family pet with gentleness 

and concern. They should never be allowed to pull the cat’s tail or kick the dog. And big 

brothers and sisters should learn to feel pride in caring for the younger members of the 

family. There is no room or cause for them to boss the kids around for selfish reasons.  

     It is important that we acquire respect and consideration for others early in life. It we 

don’t learn then, we know what we can expect from ourselves in our adult years. 
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     Today Jesus tells us “Anyone who aspires to greatness must serve the rest.” Yes, we have 

to admit that the ways of heaven are not often our ways. Can we change? Maybe. At 

least as far as we ourselves are concerned. 

     Let’s give it a try. 

 

 

*Inspired by Matthew 20:20-28 
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