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Perseverance 

 

     In our gospel this morning Jesus prepared and sent His disciples out to preach the 

good news. He told them they were to stay wherever they were accepted, and they 

were to pack up and leave wherever they were not wanted. We do not need to have 

Jesus give us that advice, do we? No, we just do all that naturally. 

     I read somewhere that Paul was not too successful when he started preaching to the 

Jews. But he didn’t give up! He kept at it! Still, things got so bad that he was forced 

instead to go and preach to the Gentiles. And, for that, we Gentiles should be eternally 

thankful. 

     This reminds me of a story about a preacher who bought himself a new car. Well, the 

car broke down right after his Mass on a Sunday morning. And on Monday morning he 

managed to drive the vehicle to the town’s only garage for repairs. He said to the 

mechanic, “I hope you will go easy on the cost. After all, I am just a poor preacher.” The 

mechanic replied, “I know. I know. I heard you preach yesterday morning at Mass.” 

     I was thinking the same thing could possibly happen to any one of us or to all of us. 

Are you discouraged because the work God has called you to do is off to a slow start? 

Are you tempted to become discouraged? Do you want to throw in the towel? I 

certainly hope not! But, if you are discouraged, I want to remind you that some of the 

world’s most wonderful inventions got off to a very slow start as well. 

     For example, did you know the very first electric light was so dim that a candle was 

needed to find its socket? And one of the very first steamboats took 32 hours to chug its 

way from New York to Albany? And Wilbur and Orville Wright’s first airplane flight 

lasted only a fantastic twelve seconds? And the very first automobile traveled at only 2 

– 4 miles per hour and it broken down often. Some people in carriages would pass them 

by and the passengers often shouted at them “Get a horse!” But just look and see what 

these inventions are capable of doing today. 

     Paul had a tough time preaching to the Jews, but he succeeded with the Gentiles 

through perseverance. And we Gentles have benefited greatly from his dedication. That 

should be a clue for each of us. Things may not look too good or you or for me at the  

 



-2- 

 

present moment. Still, with a little perseverance, we will be surprised at what we can 

actually accomplish. 

     So, let’s persevere and let’s put things in God’s hands. 

     

*Inspired by Mark 6:7-13 


