
June 19, 2020  

Dear Fellow Parishioners,  

My name is Rick Miller and I am your Chair of our Pastoral Council.  

I write to you today to share with you the work of the council over the last few months as we 

assist our Pastor Fr. Mike with the reopening of our parish. June 27th our parish reopens with a 

new normal. Limited seating, wearing masks, sanitizing our hands, social distancing and no 

singing will all help towards our goal of keeping everyone safe.  

The new guidelines and protocols we have to adhere to, will impact all of us so therefore we ask 

for your patience and understanding during these times. There will be times when our patience 

will be tested with such things as not being able to reach the office to reserve a seat, waiting to 

be seated in the church, staying in our seats and waiting to leave, and not being able to socialize 

in the gathering space and sharing in laughter with friends from our parish.  

As the Diocese was establishing the protocols and guidelines for us to follow we realized more 

than ever the demands put unto our pastor Fr. Mike. Bluntly, this is an overwhelming process 

and a lot to ask one man to do. There is a backlog of weddings, baptisms, First Communions, 

Confirmations and RCIA Candidates that need to be welcomed, as well as the day to day 

operations. This is our parish and we as a team have to support our pastor with these 

overwhelming requirements. Therefore we ask the following of you as your way of helping:  

1) Please volunteer to help us sanitize the 19 pews after masses (all materials provided), and/or 

be a hospitality minister to escort people when they arrive at the church and to their seats. It 

involves only a minimal amount of time. Please notify the office if you can help.  

2) Please continue to support your church financially as you have done in the past. We have 

always been a very giving community. Our parish has only received about 30% of our normal 

revenues but the expenses in the day to day running of the parish have still continued and exceed 

this amount. Many of us will continue to enjoy the mass online but we still need your help 

financially. Please send your offering to the office or electronically.  

Lastly, we want to thank Fr. Mike for his commitment to our parish. Bringing the mass into our 

homes during the very beginning of all this has brought us the very much needed Word of God 

during a very unknown and stress filled time. If we ever needed the help of God, this is it. Father 

Mike and his team have been there for us and for that we are blessed. Also, we want to thank our 

staff and council for their time and support during these trying times and you, our parishioners 

for your support, patience and kindness. We are the church and we have to answer the Pope’s 

call to be disciples of Jesus.  

God Bless,  

Rick Miller 

Chair, Pastoral Council  


