 Homily for Allhallowtide: “The Holy Ghosts of Halloween”
Opening Greeting
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
As the leaves fall and the nights grow longer, the world turns its gaze to costumes, candy, and carved pumpkins. But we, as Catholics, are invited to look deeper—to rediscover the sacred triduum of Allhallowtide: All Hallows’ Eve, All Saints’ Day, and All Souls’ Day. These are not three random days. They are a spiritual arc—a journey from vigil to victory to intercession.
1. All Hallows’ Eve: A Vigil of Holiness
Let us begin with October 31st—All Hallows’ Eve.
The world calls it Halloween, and sadly, it has become a festival of fear, of mockery, even of the occult. But its roots are ours. It is the vigil of a great solemnity. Just as Christmas Eve prepares us for the birth of Christ, All Hallows’ Eve prepares us for the triumph of the saints.
Dr. Marcel Brown reminds us that Halloween was once a night of joyful anticipation. Children dressed as saints, not specters. Families lit candles, not horror shows. The “ghosts” of Halloween were holy ones—souls remembered, saints honored, and the faithful departed prayed for.
Let us reclaim this night. Let us teach our children that holiness is heroic. That the saints are our role models. That the dead are not forgotten.
2. All Saints’ Day: The Church Triumphant
On November 1st, we celebrate All Saints’ Day—a Holy Day of Obligation in some parts of the world – NOT Canada.
We honor not just the canonized, but the countless unknown saints who now behold the face of God. This is the Church Triumphant. Their lives were marked by sacrifice, virtue, and fidelity. They are proof that holiness is possible. That grace is real. That heaven is our destiny.
The Beatitudes proclaimed in the Gospel are not abstract ideals—they are the lived reality of the saints. “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” That is the promise. That is the goal.
Let us ask the saints to intercede for us. Let us imitate their courage. Let us remember that sanctity is not reserved for the few—it is the universal call of every baptized soul.
3. All Souls’ Day: The Church Suffering
And then, November 2nd—All Souls’ Day.
We turn our hearts to the Church Suffering: the souls in purgatory. These are our loved ones, our ancestors, our fellow pilgrims who await the fullness of glory. They cannot help themselves—but we can help them.
The Catechism teaches that our prayers, our sacrifices, our Masses offered for the dead assist them in their purification. This is not superstition—it is mercy. It is love. It is the Communion of Saints in action.
Let us visit cemeteries. Let us light candles. Let us offer indulgences. Let us pray the Office of the Dead. Let us teach our children that death is not the end—and that praying for the dead is a sacred duty.

Conclusion: Reclaiming Allhallowtide
Allhallowtide is a gift.
It reminds us of who we are: the Church Militant, journeying toward heaven. It connects us to those who have gone before us and those who have triumphed. It teaches us to live with eternity in mind.
So let us not surrender these days to secular confusion. Let us reclaim them with joy, with reverence, and with truth. Let our parishes be places where saints are celebrated, the dead are prayed for, and Halloween becomes holy once more.
Amen.

Theological Unity: The Communion of Saints
• 	These three days reflect the unity of the Church across time and space:
• 	Church Triumphant (Saints in Heaven)
• 	Church Suffering (Souls in Purgatory)
• 	Church Militant (Faithful on Earth)	
• 	Allhallowtide reminds Catholics of their eternal destiny and the power of intercessory prayer.

All Saints Day (November 1) is not a holy day of obligation in the Roman Catholic Church of Canada.
In Canada, the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) has designated only two holy days of obligation beyond Sundays:
• 	January 1 – Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
• 	December 25 – Solemnity of the Nativity of Our Lord (Christmas)
Other solemnities such as the Epiphany, Ascension, and Corpus Christi are transferred to the nearest Sunday, and All Saints Day is not included among the obligatory days. While it remains a solemnity in the liturgical calendar and is often celebrated with reverence, Canadian Catholics are not canonically required to attend Mass on this day.
That said, many parishes still offer Masses and devotional opportunities on November 1, and it remains a meaningful day to honor the communion of saints. Given your leadership across multiple parishes, you might consider highlighting its significance through catechesis, prayer cards, or liturgical emphasis—even if attendance isn’t obligatory.









HOMILY INSERT
“This Is Not Hell”: A Catholic Response to Cultural Despair
When people say, “We’re living in hell,” they often mean it metaphorically—expressing grief, injustice, or exhaustion. But as Catholics, we must gently correct this view and proclaim the truth:
· Hell is not this world. It is eternal separation from God, freely chosen by rejecting His love.
· This world is wounded, not damned. Creation is good (Genesis 1:31), though marred by sin. Christ entered it to redeem, not abandon it.
· Suffering is real—but not meaningless. In Christ, suffering can be redemptive. It is never the final word.
· Heaven is not escape—it is union. Heaven begins now, in grace, and is fulfilled in eternity. We glimpse it in love, mercy, and the Eucharist.
“In the world you will have trouble. But take heart—I have overcome the world.” — John 16:33
We are not in hell—we are in mission.
To comfort the suffering, proclaim hope, and walk with Christ.
COMPANION REFLECTION
Allhallowtide: A Season of Hope, Memory, and Mission
Allhallowtide (Oct 31–Nov 2) is the Church’s sacred triduum of remembrance and hope:
· Oct 31 – Vigil of All Saints: We prepare to honor the holy men and women who show us heaven is real and attainable.
· Nov 1 – All Saints’ Day: We rejoice in the communion of saints—those who live in perfect union with God.
· Nov 2 – All Souls’ Day: We pray for the faithful departed, trusting in God’s mercy and the resurrection of the body.
This season reminds us:
· We are not alone—we are surrounded by the Church triumphant and the Church suffering.
· We are not hopeless—we are pilgrims on the way to glory.
· We are not in hell—we are in the valley of decision, called to love and holiness.
“The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God…they are at peace.” — Wisdom 3:1
Parishioners are encouraged to:
· Light a candle for the dead.
· Visit a cemetery and pray.
· Bring back the true spirit of Allhallowtide, attend Mass on All Hallows’ Eve or All Saints and All Souls.
· Speak of heaven with joy—not fear.


Allhallowtide—comprising All Hallows’ Eve, All Saints’ Day, and All Souls’ Day—is a sacred Catholic triduum that honors the Communion of Saints and the Church’s call to pray for the dead. Halloween, far from being demonic, began as a vigil of holiness.
All Hallows’ Eve (October 31)
• 	Origin: The term “Halloween” comes from “All Hallows’ Eve,” the vigil before All Saints’ Day. Like Christmas Eve or the Easter Vigil, it was a time of spiritual preparation.
• 	Catholic Meaning: It was never meant to glorify fear or darkness. Instead, it reminded the faithful of the reality of death, the hope of resurrection, and the spiritual battle between good and evil.
• 	Traditions:
• 	Fasting and prayer in anticipation of the feast.
• 	Dressing in costumes originally symbolized saints, angels, or the soul’s journey—not horror or mockery.
• 	Bonfires and vigils were held to honor the dead and saints.
All Saints’ Day (November 1)

• 	Liturgical Status: (A Holy Day of Obligation in the Catholic Church in some parts of the world – NOT Canada).
• 	Purpose: Honors all saints—canonized and uncanonized—who now enjoy the beatific vision in heaven.
• 	Theological Focus:
• 	Celebrates the Church Triumphant—those who have overcome sin and death.
• 	Encourages the faithful to aspire to holiness and recognize the saints as intercessors and models of virtue.
• 	Mass Readings: Often include the Beatitudes (Matthew 5), emphasizing the path to sanctity.
All Souls’ Day (November 2)

• 	Purpose: Dedicated to praying for the souls in purgatory—the Church Suffering—who are being purified before entering heaven.
• 	Catholic Teaching:
• 	Based on the doctrine of the Communion of Saints: the living (Church Militant) can assist the dead through prayer, almsgiving, and offering Masses.
• 	The Church encourages the faithful to pray the Office of the Dead, attend Mass, and visit cemeteries to gain indulgences for the departed.
• 	Spiritual Works of Mercy: “To pray for the living and the dead” is a core Catholic obligation.

Theological Unity: The Communion of Saints
• 	These three days reflect the unity of the Church across time and space:
• 	Church Triumphant (Saints in Heaven)
• 	Church Suffering (Souls in Purgatory)
• 	Church Militant (Faithful on Earth)	
• 	Allhallowtide reminds Catholics of their eternal destiny and the power of intercessory prayer.

 Reintroducing the Tradition of Praying for the Dead: • 	Why It Matters:
• 	Modern secularization has obscured the sacred roots of Halloween.
• 	Praying for the dead is a profound act of charity and hope.
• 	How to Restore It:
• 	Teach children and parishioners the meaning of Allhallowtide.
• 	Celebrate All Saints’ Day with liturgical joy and catechesis.
• 	Encourage cemetery visits, indulgence prayers, and the Office of the Dead on All Souls’ Day.
• 	Participate in parish events that honour the saints and remember the departed with reverence.

