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“There is no longer a privileged people and a marginalized people.  

All of us are co-heirs in the mystery of Christ.”  
St. Archbishop Oscar Romero 
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  PASTORAL POST 
Prayer 

O God of mystery, 

out of death you delivered Christ Jesus, 

and he walked in hidden glory with his disciples.  

Stir up our faith, that our hearts may burn within us 

at the sound of his word and our eyes be opened to recognize him 

in the breaking of the bread. AMEN. 

Gospel 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

That very day, the first day of the week, two of Jesus’ disciples were going to a village 

seven miles from Jerusalem called Emmaus, and they were conversing about all the 

things that had occurred. And it happened that while they were conversing and debat-

ing, Jesus himself drew near and walked with them, but their eyes were prevented from 

recognizing him. 

He asked them, “What are you discussing as you walk along?” They stopped, looking 

downcast. One of them, named Cleopas, said to him in reply, “Are you the only visitor 

to Jerusalem who does not know of the things that have taken place there in these 

days?” And he replied to them, “What sort of things?” They said to him, “The things 

that happened to Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word 

before God and all the people, how our chief priests and rulers both handed him over 

to a sentence of death and crucified him. But we were hoping that he would be the one 

to redeem Israel; and besides all this, it is now the third day since this took place. Some 

women from our group, however, have astounded us: they were at the tomb early in 

the morning and did not find his body; they came back and reported that they had in-

deed seen a vision of angels who announced that he was alive. Then some of those with 

us went to the tomb and found things just as the women had described, but him they 

did not see.” 

And he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are! How slow of heart to believe all that 

the prophets spoke! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and 

enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to 

them what referred to him in all the Scriptures. As they approached the village to which 

they were going, he gave the impression that he was going on farther. But they urged 

him, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening and the day is almost over.” So he went in to 

stay with them. 

And it happened that, while he was with them at table, he took bread, said the blessing, 

broke it, and gave it to them. With that their eyes were opened and they recognized 

him, but he vanished from their sight. 

Then they said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he spoke 

to us on the way and opened the Scriptures to us?” So they set out at once and re-

turned to Jerusalem where they found gathered together the eleven and those with 

them who were saying, “The Lord has truly been raised and has appeared to Simon!” 

Then the two recounted what had taken place on the way and how he was made 

known to them in the breaking of bread. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Temporarily closed.  

Parish Office: (614) 267-3406 

School: (614) 268-3030 

www.stmatthiascolumbus.com 

https://www.facebook.com/

stmatthiascolumbus/   

URGENT SACRAMENTAL REQUESTS 

Please call the Parish Office with urgent 

sacramental requests. Anointing will be 

limited to last rites only. Family-only fu-

neral services/burials are permissible. 

 

Private Masses are a part of the Catholic 

tradition, especially before Vatican II. Mass 

intentions will be honored because the spiritu-

al benefits of the Mass are not dependent on 

attendance.  

Tuesday, April 28 

Gus Rogers 

Wednesday, April 29 

Thai Nguyen 

Thursday, April 30 

Cheryl Wilkins Geyer 

Friday, May 01 

Hollern and Rousseau Families 

Saturday, May 02 

Joseph Tran 

Sunday, May 03 

Joe Viola 

People of Our Parish 

+ Bill Abdella 

+ Fritz Jacques, from Haitian Community 

 

Tues-Fri   8:30 AM 

Saturday  5:00 PM 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

  11:00 AM 

  1:30 PM (Haitian) 

  3:00 PM (Nigerian)* 

  7:15 PM (Brazilian) 

* 3rd Sunday of the month only 
 

Watch Daily Mass from Salt + Light in 

Toronto: https://saltandlighttv.org/

mass/ (English) or https://

seletlumieretv.org/messe/ (French)  

 

Parish Office 

Mass Intentions 

Mass Times 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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NO PUBLIC MASSES THROUGH MAY 3 

The Ohio Bishops have extended the 
suspension of all public masses through 
May 3. Please continue to make time to 
worship at home, and stay connected 

with St. Matthias on Facebook. We look 
forward to our reunion!  

FIRST COMMUNION POSTPONED 

First Communion, which was scheduled 
for May 3, will take place at a later date, 
to be determined.  

RICE BOWL DONATIONS 

Given the realities of COVID-19 and that 
CRS Rice Bowls physically cannot be col-

lected, donations can be made online 
(https://www.crsricebowl.org/ ) by phone: 
1-877-435-7277;  or mailed to Catholic 
Relief Services, CRS Rice Bowl, P.O. Box 

17090, Baltimore, Maryland 21297-
0303.  Remember, 25% of all donations 
provide grant funds for local food pan-
tries. 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 

Please consider mailing your offering to 
St. Matthias, or keeping all your enve-
lopes and offerings together for deposit 
once masses resume. We want to con-
tinue to pay all our employees as long as 
possible, and continue to support our 
monthly charities. Thank you to every-
one who has continued to support our 
parish during this time of no public mass! 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 

We had planned to have members of the 
Parish Pastoral Council speak at the 
weekend of April 18-19, thus opening 
self-nominations for Parish Pastoral 
Council with the results being announced 
by the May 14th Feast of St. Matthias 
mass. Due to the church being closed for 
the time being, we are moving this pro-
cess back, and hope to have our new 
members by the end of summer. St. Mat-

thias, pray for us! 

UPDATED LOGO 

A big thank you to Rebecca Sutton of 
Rebecca Sutton Designs for our updated 
logo and design, on display on our new 

bulletin cover.   

Let us use this time to  

reflect, grow in patience, and look  

forward to spring time.   

St. Matthias, pray for us. 

The Art of Accompaniment 

3rd Sunday in Easter (Year A) 

April 26, 2020 

Fr. Tony Davis 

Today’s homily makes sense in every context except the one we find ourselves in right 

now, this time of social distancing. It is about Pope Francis’ emphasis on what he calls the 

‘art of accompaniment.’ Accompaniment means ‘to walk with,’ ‘to draw near to,’ and ‘to 

live in close proximity of.’ So remember it now and apply it later!  

Throughout much of our history, Pope Francis believes that the church has been really 

good at telling people what to do, but hasn’t been so good on actually walking with people 

through the ups and downs of life. In his mind, we have preferred to stay at a distance from 

the messiness of real life. This is reflected in our doctrines, which emphasize aspects like 

purity, separation, and personal holiness to the exclusion of things like involvement, con-

nection, and community. To reverse this trend, Pope Francis has advocated for what we 

might call ‘social nearness.’ 

Telling the story of the two disciples traveling from Jerusalem to Emmaus, our Gospel this 

weekend states, “and it happened that while they were conversing and debating, Jesus him-

self drew near and walked with them.” In this one sentence, we have the art of accompani-

ment. The Risen Lord ‘drew near’ and ‘walked with.’ Quite simply, Pope Francis is calling us 

to the art of accompaniment because that is what Jesus did all his life, both before and after 

his resurrection.  

In his document The Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis writes a little more about what he 

means by this ‘art of accompaniment.’ To accompany others first of all means to nonjudg-

mentally support them. This involves approaching others with a sense of profound respect, 

even if we disagree with them or think they are out of line. He writes, “one who accompa-

nies others has to realize that each person’s situation before God and their life in grace are 

mysteries which no one can fully know from without.” (172) There isn’t a one-size-fits-all 

to life. To be clear, this does not mean that we simply affirm people at all costs. Accompa-

niment is not a form of therapy that supports others in their self-absorption, he says. Ra-

ther, nonjudgmental support is the ability to create a human connection before all else.  

Accompaniment also requires listening. Listening, Pope Francis says, is more than simply 

hearing. He goes on, “listening, in communication, is an openness of the heart which makes 

possible that closeness without which genuine spiritual encounter cannot occur. Listening 

helps us to find the right gesture and word which shows that we are more than simply by-

standers.” (171) One of the fruits of listening is that it prevents us from dominating the 

conversation. Notice that in the Gospel story today, Jesus didn’t just jump in to telling the 

two disciples about the scriptures and how they relate to him. He allowed a dialogue to 

begin and even asked them questions, like ‘“what are you discussing as you walk along?,’ 

“what sort of things?,” and “was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things 

and enter into his glory?” The ability to ask questions demonstrates an ability to listen. 

Finally, accompaniment means we don’t abandon others when times get tough. Pope Fran-

cis writes, “the pace of this accompaniment must be steady and reassuring, reflecting our 

closeness and our compassionate gaze which also heals, liberates and encourages growth in 

the Christian life.” (169) It is a long journey of patience and progress that isn’t ended until 

we reach our destination. 

As members of the Church, we are called to accompany each other on the path of life. 

Who can I accompany on their path through life? Who can accompany me? 

We accompany not because we have all the answers or know exactly where we’re are 

going. We accompany because life is simply too hard to go through alone. 

 

Notices 
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