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PASTORAL POST 
Death Penalty: Care for the Victim’s Families, by Fr. Tony Davis 

Sr. Helen Prejean, an activist against the death penalty, was humble 

enough to acknowledge one of her shortcomings in her early years. 

Looking back on her whole experience with Patrick Sonnier as recount-

ed in Dead Man Walking, she admitted that she should have reached out 

to the victims’ families sooner. This omission is somewhat understanda-

ble, as her primary call was to accompany prisoners on death row. She 

writes, “when I first began visiting death row inmates I avoided the vic-

tim’s families, a terrible mistake I promised never to repeat. Nine times 

out of ten these families don’t want to have anything to do with me, but 

you never know…Almost always, those families see me as the ene-

my.” (Dead Man Walking, 12) Later on, she reached out to the Bour-

ques and LeBlancs Families, both of whom lost children due to Sonnier’s 

actions.  

Reaching out to the family of Faith Hathaway, the woman murdered by 

Robert Willie, proved to be much more difficult for Sr. Helen. Who 

could blame Vernon Harvey, Faith’s stepfather, who had so much anger 

towards Wille? As Sr. Helen recounts, Harvey thought that Willie’s exe-

cution ‘was too easy, painless, and quick.’ She continues, “I know that he 

could watch Robert killed a thousand times and it could never assuage 

his grief. He had walked away from the execution chamber with his rage 

satisfied but his heart empty.” (DMW, 226) In Harvey’s mind, families 

deserve justice, even if that means someone else has to die. As Sr. Hel-

en emphasized the human dignity of the prisoners, he said, “all you hear 

about these days is the rights of the criminal. What about our 

rights?” (DMW, 137)   

As a sign of her desire to correct her earlier omission, Sr. Helen took 

Harvey’s invitation to come with him to his support group. Even though 

he interpreted it as a sign that she was coming around to his side, she 

was able to be supportive of both sides. This is demonstrated most 

clearly in her involvement in the organization known as Pilgrimage, 

which reaches out to victims’ families as well. As she wrote, “when peo-

ple join Pilgrimage, besides inviting them to become pen pals to death-

row inmates, we also encourage them to volunteer their services to 

Survive or to other victim assistance groups in their town or 

city.” (DMW, 241) Thus, she could conclude, “now, at last, I have done 

something to help victims.” (DMW, 234) 

Contact Us 

Parish Office: Phone out of service.  

Email: office@stmatthiascolumbus.com 

School:  Phone out of service. 

www.stmatthiascolumbus.com 

https://www.facebook.com/

stmatthiascolumbus/   

Mass Intentions 

Tuesday, July 07 

8:30AM   NO MASS 

Wednesday, July 08 

8:30AM   Machinsky Family 

Thursday, July 09 

8:30AM   Catherine Schiffbauer 

Friday, July 10 

8:30AM   Jenny Centofanti 

Saturday, July 11 

5:00PM   People of Our Parish 

Sunday, July 12 

9:00AM Fred Maloof 

11:00AM John Rudik 

Correction: 5pm mass on July 4 was said 

for John King 

+ George Groom 

Tues-Fri 8:30 AM 

Saturday  5:00 PM 

Sunday 9:00 AM 

11:00 AM 

1:30 PM (Haitian)* 

3:00 PM (Nigerian)* 

7:15 PM (Brazilian)* 

* Due to the coronavirus, masses are subject to

change until further notice. 

The Church will be open on Sunday after-

noons from 12pm to 3pm for individuals 

to offer quiet prayer and honor the Lord’s 

Day. We will continue this practice until 

September 13, as the bishops have lifted 

the Sunday obligation until then. Please 

use the carport door.  

Mass Times 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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NO MASS TUESDAY 

There will be no mass on Tuesday, July 

07, 2020.  

MASS INTENTIONS 

There are a few dates remaining for mass 
intentions for 2020. If you would like to 
request a mass, please email the parish 

office. There is a donation of $10 per 
mass.  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

Access to our virtual, at-home Vacation 

Bible School continues through August 

28. Sign up using our start date

(6/23/2020) and St Matthias Parish: 

https://mailchi.mp/catchat.ca/marvelous-

mystery-sample-sign-up 

UPDATING PARISH RECORDS 

We continue to cleanup and correct our 
parish records, especially our list of ac-
tive, registered parishioners. This is the 

official list that the diocese uses to evalu-
ate the size of parishes, and set financial 
goals for the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. In 

the coming weeks, you may receive a 
request to update your contact infor-
mation, and/or verify that you wish to 

remain an active, registered parishioner at 
St. Matthias. If you have had a change of 
address or phone number, please let the 

parish office know.  

PHONE SYSTEM 

Work has begun to improve our phone 
system and get our office phones working 
again. Please continue to use email to 

contact the parish office:  
office@stmatthiascolumbus.com  

GREETERS 

Greeters are temporarily on hold while 
we navigate our new mass procedures. 
We look forward to welcoming new and 
returning greeters in the future.  

HAPPY FOURTH 

OF JULY!!! 

NEW EMAILS 

The parish office has new email addresses, as part of our efforts to update office tech-
nology. These replace the old address, stmatthiascolumbus@sbcglobal.net  
Secretary/general inquiry:  office@stmatthiascolumbus.com 

Bulletin announcements:  bulletin@stmatthiascolumbus.com 

CONGRATULATIONS 

To Scott Thorne and Kay Maloof, who entered into full Communion with the Catholic 
Church on Saturday, June 27, 2020.  We are pleased to have you in our parish! 

DESALES HONOR ROLL 

Congratulations to our many young parishioners who achieved Fourth Quarter Honor 
Roll at DeSales. We are proud of you and your dedication to school during a challeng-
ing time.  

REOPENING INFORMATION 

The Church will open 30 minutes before mass begins.  

Please wear your masks. Hand sanitizer will also be available.  

Music will be offered by the cantor and accompanist. You may sing along softly if 

you know the words, but hymnals have been removed. 

There will be no sign of peace or communion cups during mass.  

Communion will be distributed at the end of mass as we leave the church.  

Baskets for the offertory collection will be in vestibule after mass. You may contin-

ue to mail in your offertory if you prefer. 

Homilies can be found on our website: stmatthiascolumbus.com/homilies; 

Bulletins are  available on our website, or for pickup at the carport entrance. 

If you have any hesitancy, please consider staying home. you are unable to worship 

with us in person, please continue to make time to worship at home, and connect with 

St. Matthias on Facebook.  

Attention all Catholic young men entering 9th – 12th grade. Do you know where your 

life is going? The Lord Jesus has a great plan for you! You are invited to attend the 

Quo Vadis Retreat, spending time with other young men discerning God’s call. Quo 

Vadis is led by priests and seminarians of the Diocese of Columbus and is supported 

by the Diocesan Office of Vocations. Quo Vadis will be held July 26th - July 29th . The 

cost of the retreat is $40. For more information or to register go to 

https://faceforwardcolumbus.com/quo-vadis/ or contact Michael Haemmerle at 

columbusquovadis@gmail.com. 

As predicted, our 2019-20 Offertory will come in well below budget. Thank you for all who 

were able to continue giving during the 10 weeks we were closed. For those able to help make 

up for our many missed collections, contributing by turning in past collection envelopes would 

certainly be appreciated.  

Notices Church News 

June 21, 2020 CURRENT FISCAL YEAR TO DATE 

Contributions $7,612.00 $364,542 

Budget $8,900.00 $453,900 

Difference ($1,288.00) ($89,358.00) 

Diocesean News 

Weekly Collection 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



2168
Assumption Council #3727
We Are Catholic Men Who Pray,

Work and Have Fun Together.
Grand Knight Jim Hicks

614-946-3347
Meetings at St. Matthias

10 a.m. 2nd Sunday of the Month

HEATING AND COOLING
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

Gas • Oil • Electric • Heat Pumps • Humidifiers
 www.favret.com 614-488-52111296 Dublin Rd.

Jeff Brader Josh Braderwww.UnionHomeMortgage.com
Union Home Mortgage Corp. NMLS 2229

“Promises Kept”

COSMETIC AUTO
RESTORATION LLC

• Exterior & Interior Repairs
• Auto Body Repairs
• Insurance Claims

Steve Reither, Owner
5435 Byers Circle West

Specialized
Reconditioning & Detailing

Since 1992

614-802-2590
614-565-7041 (C)

Buy & Sell Pre-Owned Vehicles

Don’t be fooled by the name...
I work on new as well as old!

Harry R. Paulino
Attorney-at-Law

614-939-4945
Wills & Probate

www.teritas.com for coupons!
475-21003905 CLEVELAND AVE.

Serving the North End Since 1959
Sun.-Thur. 4-11 • Fri.-Sat. 4-12 

1 Item Large Pizza for $12 (1 coupon/customer)

Celebrating 61 Years

1177 W. Fifth Ave.
Columbus, OH 43212

614-294-4416
“A Family Tradition Since 1937”

Famous Market   846-6340
1405 E. Dublin-Granville Rd.

Family Ristorante 848-4488
2025 Polaris Pkwy.

A Tradition of Caring. Close to Home.
Kristin Miller & Debbie Kelsik
Marketing Directors
columbusinfo@oakleafvillage.com
5500 Karl Rd., Columbus

614-431-1739     614-431-0247 fax

Compliments of

Cook’s IGA
1225 Oakland Park

268-4411

Wenger
Temperature
Control Inc.

614-443-2212

2005 Progress Ave.

JACK L. WOODS
PLUMBING CO.
Quality Plumbing Repairs

882-9700
Senior Savings

OH Lic. #25971

Rutherford Funeral Homes & Crematories
“There is a Difference”

Rutherford-Corbin Funeral Home
515 N. High St.
614-885-4006

Funeral Pre-Planning Available
www.rutherfordfuneralhome.com info@rutherfordfuneralhome.com

Rutherford Funeral Home
2383 N. High St.
614-299-1153

@

- -
®

Creating Healing Experiences since 1855
Schoedinger North Chapel

(614) 436-9220 • 5554 Karl Rd.
www.schoedinger.com

Please patronize the sponsors of our bulletin. 
Their support makes this bulletin possible.

Ohio
CatholicMatch.com/goOH
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© 2020 DIOCESAN

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=21682719
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=21681919

