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PASTORAL POST 
Fratelli Tutti (Chapter 2) by Fr. Tony Davis 

After a depressing first chapter, Chapter 2 of Pope Francis’ latest docu-

ment Fratelli Tutti moves in a more hopeful direction. Entitled ‘A 

Stranger on the Road,’ this chapter centers around the parable of the 

Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37).   

To put the parable in context, Pope Francis refers to one of the earliest 

questions asked in the Bible: ‘am I my brother’s keeper?’ Throughout 

the entire Old Testament, there is a struggle over this question. By 

New Testament times, Jesus affirms that yes we are our brother’s/

sister’s keeper and that our neighbors should be understood in the 

broadest sense possible. The Good Samaritan himself demonstrated 

both of these points. As Pope Francis notes, “this encounter of mercy 

between a Samaritan and a Jew is highly provocative; it leaves no room 

for ideological manipulation and challenges us to expand our frontiers. It 

gives a universal dimension to our call to love, one that transcends all 

prejudices, all historical and cultural barriers, all petty interests.” (83) 

The Samaritan was a true neighbor, who gave his time freely and de-

manded no recognition in return. He was moved by human suffering, 

wherever and whenever he saw it. Jesus ends the parable by saying to 

his listeners, ‘go and do likewise.’  

Almost as significant as the Samaritan’s action is the inaction by the 

priest and Levite, both individuals of social and religious standing. In-
stead of stopping to help the victim, they walked around the situation. 

From a religious perspective, this is unfortunate because love of neigh-

bor is part of the greatest commandment. Pope Francis says that this 

inaction “shows that belief in God and the worship of God are not 

enough to ensure that we are actually living in a way pleasing to 

God.” (74) In fact, sometimes it is actually the non-believers who put 

the message of Jesus into practice better than the believers! This is a 

critique that holds for much of Christian history.   

Pope Francis also notes that in a certain sense the priest and the Levite 

became complicit in the act of violence committed by the robbers by 

looking the other way. The pope says, “there is a certain interplay be-

tween those who manipulate and cheat society, and those who, while 

claiming to be detached and impartial critics, live off that system and its 

benefits.” (75) Benefitting from someone else’s misfortune perpetuates 

injustice. While this is true on an individual level, it is also a systematic 

problem.  

Overall, “the decision to include or exclude those lying wounded along 

the roadside,” Pope Francis writes, “can serve as a criterion for judging 

every economic, political, social and religious project.” (69) As it turns 

out, we are our brother’s/sister’s keeper.  
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Monday, December 07 

7:00PM Fred Maloof 

Tuesday, December 08 

8:30AM Dino Mascherino 

7:00PM Patricia Newell 

Wednesday, December 09 

8:30AM Edward Carfagna 

Thursday, December 10 

10:00AM Mary Jane Markino 

Friday, December 11 

8:30AM Roy Jordan 

Saturday, December 12 

5:00PM Charles Priest 

Sunday, December 13 

9:00AM   People of Our Parish 

11:00AM Neil and Carol Wilcox 

+ Patricia Terapak

+ Fr. Ray Larussa, former pastor

Tues-Fri 8:30 AM 

Saturday  5:00 PM 

Sunday 9:00 AM 

11:00 AM 

1:30 PM (Haitian)* 

3:00 PM (Nigerian)** 

7:15 PM (Brazilian) 

* Every Sunday except the first Sunday of the month

** Third Sunday of the month only 

Every first Saturday of the month from 

3:45—4:45PM in the church confessional.
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ADVENT DEVOTIONALS 

The Little Blue Book devotionals for Ad-

vent 2020 are available in the vestibule. 

Please take one for yourself, and an extra 

copy if you know someone who would 

like one. 
 

2021 CALENDARS 

Wall calendars for 2021 are available in 

the vestibule. Please spend some time 

reflecting on this year’s quote, which 

comes from the Aparecida Document of 

the Latin American Bishops. On behalf of 

the parish offices, we wish hope you have 

a blessed 2021.  
 

 

ONLINE GIVING 

Please consider giving to the offertory on 

a recurring basis through our new pay-

ments option on our website: 

stmatthiascolumbus.com, then click 

‘Online Giving’ on the homepage. 
 

SUNDAY OBLIGATION 

The obligation for Catholics to attend 

Sunday mass has been lifted indefinitely as 

we continue to excuse people from mass 

due to the pandemic. Please stay home if 

you are at higher risk for COVID-19 

complications. 
 

FLOCKNOTE 

If you are receiving unwanted corre-

spondence through Flocknote (lectors, 

music ministry, etc.), chances are you are 

signed up for various subgroups within 

the parish. You may opt yourself out of 

these subgroups and still be part of the 

’everyone’ group. To join Flocknote, text 

MAY14 to 84576 or sign up online   

https://stmatthiascolumbus.flocknote.com/ 
  
MASS INTENTIONS FOR 2021 

Mass intention slots for January through 

December 2021 are now available. There 

is a  donation of $10 per mass. To re-

quest a mass, please contact the parish 

office via mail, a note in the collection 

basket, or email:  

office@stmatthiascolumbus.com 
 

KROGER REWARDS 

Did you know you can earn money for St. 

Matthias by shopping at Kroger? From 

your online Kroger account, go to 

“Community Rewards” and search for St. 

Matthias Church. So far, we have 76 fami-

lies and earn about $350 each quarter. 
 
 

 

 

 

RECENT BAPTISMS  

Congratulations to Chimamanda Adaeze Sally Kabia, who was baptized in the Body of 

Christ at St. Matthias on Sunday, November 22.  
 

FEAST OF IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

Masses for Immaculate Conception will be offered Monday, December 07 at 7:00 pm,  

and Tuesday, December 08 at 8:30 am and 7:00 pm. Due to the current suspension 

of the Sunday obligation, attendance at the Holy Day does not carry an obligation. 

School students will not be present for the 8:30 am mass. 
 

VINTON COUNTY TOY DRIVE 

Our annual Toy Drive for the families of Vinton County, OH is underway. Please 

bring new, unwrapped toys for children of any age the weekends of December 5-6, 

and December 12-13 and place them in the vestibule. The delivery truck will collect 

our items at noon on Sunday, December 13th. For more information about the St. 

Francis Center, please visit https://www.columbuscatholic.org/st-francis-

evangelization-center. 
 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 

If you would like to donate poinsettias for the sanctuary in memory of deceased 

loved ones for the Christmas season, please write your name, the name of the ‘in 

memory of,’ and include the suggested donation of $10 per ‘in memory of’ in an en-

velope. Envelopes can be placed in the collection baskets, mailed, or dropped off at 

the Parish Offices. 
 

BISHOPS ANNUAL APPEAL UPDATE 

Thank you to all of our parishioners who have paid or pledged money to the 2020 

Bishops Annual Appeal (BAA). As members of the Catholic Church, we are part of a 

Church larger than our own parish and our support of the bishop sends an important 

message to the Diocese about our cooperation with him. This year, we currently 

have pledged $18,035.00, with about 2/3s of that already collected. While this total is 

still significantly below our parish goal ($71,000.00), we are in a pandemic and our 

parish census count was off. Thank you for your generosity! 
 

LECTORS 

The parish office is asking all lectors interested in being on the January, February, and 

March 2021 schedule to submit their availability to the parish office no later than 

December 08, 2020. Those interested in becoming a lector are also welcome to 

contact the parish office. We will continue to schedule one lector per mass. 

 

THANK YOU 

Our canned food drive with DeSales High School  has ended. Thank you or your 

donations and generosity, and thank you to DeSales High School for organizing the 

drive and delivering the canned goods to St. James the Less and St. Stephen’s House.  

 

 

Notices Church News 

November 22, 2020 CURRENT FISCAL YEAR TO DATE 

Contributions $6,450.00 $129,163.00 

Budget $8,200.00 $172,200.00 

Difference ($1,750.00) ($43,037.00) 

Weekly Collection 
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Assumption Council #3727
We Are Catholic Men Who Pray,

Work and Have Fun Together.
Grand Knight Steve Shultz

614-633-7348
Meetings at St. Matthias

10 a.m. 2nd Sunday of the Month

HEATING AND COOLING
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

Gas • Oil • Electric • Heat Pumps • Humidifiers
 www.favret.com 614-488-52111296 Dublin Rd.

COSMETIC AUTO
RESTORATION LLC

• Exterior & Interior Repairs
• Auto Body Repairs
• Insurance Claims

Steve Reither, Owner
5435 Byers Circle West

Specialized
Reconditioning & Detailing

Since 1992

614-802-2590
614-565-7041 (C)

Buy & Sell Pre-Owned Vehicles

Don’t be fooled by the name...
I work on new as well as old! www.teritas.com for coupons!

475-21003905 CLEVELAND AVE.

Serving the North End Since 1959
Sun.-Thur. 4-11 • Fri.-Sat. 4-12 

1 Topping Large Pizza for $13 (1 coupon/customer)

Celebrating 61 Years

“A Family Tradition Since 1937”
Famous Market   846-6340
1405 E. Dublin-Granville Rd.

Family Ristorante 848-4488
2025 Polaris Pkwy.

Compliments of

Cook’s IGA
1225 Oakland Park

268-4411

Wenger
Temperature
Control Inc.

614-443-2212

2005 Progress Ave.

JACK L. WOODS
PLUMBING CO.
Quality Plumbing Repairs

882-9700
Senior Savings

OH Lic. #25971

Rutherford Funeral Homes & Crematories
“There is a Difference”

Rutherford-Corbin Funeral Home
515 N. High St.
614-885-4006

Funeral Pre-Planning Available
www.rutherfordfuneralhome.com info@rutherfordfuneralhome.com

Rutherford Funeral Home
2383 N. High St.
614-299-1153

1177 W. Fifth Ave.
Columbus, OH 43212

614-294-4416

Creating Healing Experiences since 1855
Schoedinger North Chapel

(614) 436-9220 • 5554 Karl Rd.
www.schoedinger.com

Please patronize the sponsors of our bulletin. 
Their support makes this bulletin possible.

Ohio
CatholicMatch.com/goOH

YOUR AD HERE
CONTACT DIOCESAN AT 1-800-282-5106{          }

Preston ComPany, LLC

InterIor & exterIor
remodelIng

Nick PrestoN 614.580.9590

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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