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PASTORAL POST 
Fratelli Tutti, Chapter 8 by Fr. Tony Davis 

The original intent of Pope Francis’ document, before the coronavirus in-
terfered and changed its direction, was interreligious dialogue. Interreli-

gious dialogue is a step beyond ecumenical dialogue. Ecumenical dialogue 

means communication among the different Christian denominations. Inter-

religious dialogue, however, means communication among the world reli-

gions, of which Christianity is just one. The major religions include Juda-

ism, Islam, and the Ancient Eastern religions and philosophies. For many 

Catholics in the United States, interreligious dialogue is not a huge con-

cern. 

To think of someone of a different religion having a relationship with God 

or with us is somewhat uncommon. Yet, recall that the pope started this 

document with a reference to St. Francis of Assisi meeting Sultan Malik-el-

Kamil, an Islamic leader, during the Crusades as a model of love, friend-

ship, and dialogue. According to the pope, anyone who seeks God with a 

sincere heart is on a similar path. He beautifully writes, “the effort to seek 

God with a sincere heart, Provided it is never sullied by ideological or self-

serving aims, helps us recognize one another as travelling companions, 

truly brothers and sisters.” (274) Interreligious dialogue is possible. We 

cannot isolate ourselves by living only in our 'Christian nation.'  

Even though religion is often dismissed in our secular world of science and 

rapid technology, it can make a significant contribution to our societies. 

The pope says, “it is wrong when the only voices to be heard in public 

debate are those of the powerful and ‘experts.’ Room needs to be made 

for reflections born of religious traditions that are the repository of cen-

turies of experience and wisdom.”(275) As people of faith, we are signs of 

peace, love, compassion, and the Golden Rule: do unto others as you 

would have them do unto you. Sadly, a growing number of people see re-

ligion as a cause of war and violence. This is unfortunate, for “the truth is 

that violence has no basis in our fundamental religious convictions, but 
only in their distortion.” (282) Religions are truly ‘at the service of frater-

nity in our world,’ the pope’s title for Chapter 8. One major sign of coop-

eration among religions revolves around religious freedom. Some are 

guilty of calling for religious freedom only for themselves when they feel 

threatened. True religious liberty, however, extends in all directions.  

As the pope puts it, “we Christians ask that, in those countries where we 

are a minority, we be guaranteed freedom, even as we ourselves promote 

that freedom for non-Christians in places where they are a minori-

ty.” (279) By valuing religious freedom for all in a consistent and respectful 

way, we can enter into healthy dialogues without losing our own religious 

identities. As was once famously said, whenever there is peace among the 

religions of the world, there will be peace among the nations of the world. 
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Tuesday, May 18 

8:30AM Luigi Vacisano 

Wednesday, May 19 

8:30AM    Patrick Brennan 

Thursday, May  20 

8:30AM   Dean Zepp 

Friday, May 21 

8:30AM    Bryan Callaghan 

Saturday, May  22 

5:00PM   Mary Gioffre 

Sunday, May  23 

9:00AM        John Pusateri & Fr. Smith 

11:00AM       People of Our Parish                       

+ Lois Belcher

Tues-Fri  8:30 AM 

Saturday  5:00 PM 

Sunday 9:00 AM 

11:00 AM 

1:30 PM (Haitian)* 

3:00 PM (Nigerian)** 

7:15 PM (Brazilian) 

* Every Sunday except the first Sunday of the

month 

** Third Sunday of the month only 

First Saturday of the month from 

3:45—4:45PM in the church confes-

sional.

Contact Us 

Mass Intentions 

Mass Times 

Reconciliation 
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N EW PA RISH OFFICE 

HOURS 

The Parish Office will be open Tues-

days, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 

from 9 am - 3 pm and Fridays 9 am - 

12 noon. 

NEW FUND 

The St. Matthias Finance Council will 

be introducing a new fund called the 

‘Facility Repair and Improvement 

Fund.’ Parishioners are encouraged 

to donate to this fund on an ongoing 

basis to help with our current and 

future building projects. Our initial 

envelope was in our feast day mail-

ing and subsequent envelopes will 

come by mail with your other enve-

lopes. Thank you for your desire to 

see our campus up to date!  

MUSIC UPDATE 

Please remember to pick up a song 

sheet on your way into mass. They 

are located on the stand in the vesti-

bule. Also, don’t forget to throw 

used song sheets in the recycling bin 

next to the stand on your way out. 

FLOCKNOTE NOTIFICATION 

For those who use Flocknote and 

are not receiving notifications when-

ever someone comments to a note 

publicly, click on the purple bell icon 

on your home screen, then make 

sure the chat bubble icon is high-

lighted next to the particular group

(s) you are in. That should enable

the notification feature.

FLOCKNOTE 

Flocknote is a fast way to share ac-

curate information to our parishion-

ers and a great tool for coordinating 

our different parish groups. To join 

Flocknote, text MAY14 to 84576 

or sign up online  https://

stmatthiascolumbus.flocknote.com/ 

ONLINE REGISTRATIONS 

Welcome to our new parishioners! 

If you are not yet registered with us, 

you can now register online: 

https://stmatthiascolumbus.com/new

-to-st-matthias Call the office with

questions: 614-267-3406.

BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 

The past two weekends kicked off the 2021 Bishop's Annual Appeal across 

the 23 county Diocese of Columbus. Our parish goal for 2021 is 

$66,923.00. As a parish, this is a large amount of money, especially consider-

ing that we have some financial needs here with our buildings. Nonetheless, 

we encourage all of our parishioners to make a gift to the Bishop's Appeal, 

knowing that it will help others throughout the diocese and make an impact 

beyond our parish community. 

GARAGE  SALE 2021 

As of now, no decision has been made on whether to move forward with a 

2021 Garage Sale due to ongoing covid-19 concerns. If the sale happens this 

Summer, it is tentatively scheduled for Friday, July 16 and Saturday, July 17. In 

order to evaluate the situation, we want to know the number of volunteers 

interested in helping if it were to take place. If you are interested in vol-

unteering- for setup, during the sale, and/or tear down, please join our 'St. 

Matthias Garage Sale' Flocknote Group or call the Parish Offices. Knowing 

the number of volunteers will help us make a final decision in the near future.  

NEW PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

This past Friday at the St. Matthias Feast Day mass, we announced the newest 

members of the Parish Council. We were very pleased with the nominations 

and any combination of the 8 candidates would have been great. Introduc-

tions of the new members will be forthcoming. For those not chosen to join 

the council this year, there are plenty of other opportunities for parish in-

volvement. Thank you to all who submitted their name! 

ST. FRANCIS DESALES HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER CAMPS  

It's time to register for a summer camp (or two!) at St. Francis DeSales High 

School. SFD Summer Camps are a great way to meet new friends while im-

proving your skills, whether it is in the classroom or on the athletic field. 

Check out the camps taking place this summer at SFDHS by visit-

ing www.sfdstallions.org/summercamps.  

 As the Father Loves Us by Deacon Steve Petrill, 

“Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As the Father loves me, so I also love you.  Re-

main in my love.’”  Christ reaches out to us as friends, inviting us to remain, 

to dwell, in His love.  We draw close to God by loving our neighbor as Christ 

loves us: through self-sacrifice, trust in God, and fully giving of ourselves.  We 

cannot do this alone. Individually and as Church, we are brought into the life 

of God, healed, nourished, and sustained by Christ’s real presence.  In the 

same way Christ is with us, we are called to be truly present to one another. 

 Please visit www.RealPresenceRealFuture.org to learn more about how we 

are growing together in the life of faith and discipleship in the Diocese of Co-

lumbus. 

 

Notices Church News 

May 02, 2021 CURRENT FISCAL YEAR TO DATE 

Weekly Online Giving $2,200.00 

Contributions  $5,381.00 $306,087..00 

Budget $8,200.00 $360,800.00 

Difference $(619.00) ($54,713.00) 

Weekly Collection 
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