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PASTORAL POST
SC Chapter 1 by Fr. Tony Davis 

Before entering into a discussion on how to conduct liturgy, Vatican II 

begins Chapter 1 of the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy (SC) with a 

clear focus on scripture. It briefly tells the story of salvation history, 

contained in both the Old and New Testaments. While this seems un-

eventful, at the time it was a significant contribution. Many Catholics 

were not reading the Bible or studying the scriptures. They relied on 

tradition and thought that reading the Bible for oneself was too 

Protestant. By starting with the scriptures, however, the council was 

coming to a deeper appreciation for the Word of God in the liturgy 

and a greater acceptance of the Protestant Churches (the council 

wrote a groundbreaking decree on ecumenical relations in November 

1964). In paragraph 7, they state that Christ is present in the word 

“since it is he himself who speaks when the holy scriptures are read in 

church.” This is in addition to the traditional Eucharistic presence. 
Thus, following the council, we often hear ‘Word and Sacrament’ men-

tioned together.  

Another uneventful statement that was revolutionary at the time of 

the council can be found in paragraph 11, which states that the liturgy 

is more than just following the rubrics. Up until that time, priests were 

trained to carry out the liturgy with the greatest concern to not devi-

ate from the words and directions provided by the Roman Missal. Even 

though the council was against ministers changing the liturgy on their 

own, they made it clear that pastors must “realize that, when the litur-

gy is celebrated, their obligation goes further than simply ensuring that 

the laws governing valid and lawful celebrations are observed.” It is at 

this point that the document introduces its most well-known teaching 

on the liturgy: the full, conscious, and active participation of the faithful 

in liturgical celebrations (14).  

By reason of our common baptism, the whole church celebrates the 

liturgy fully, actively, and consciously. After the council, this would in-

clude the laity serving as lectors and Eucharistic ministers, but on a 

more basic level it meant that the laity should be aware of what is tak-

ing place in the sanctuary. They should be able to see, hear, and con-

tribute to the worship of God, offering themselves as living sacrifices. 

They should also be able to pray together as a community, not as iso-

lated individuals. This is much different from the pre-Vatican II liturgy, 

where the laity prayed their private devotions during it. While devo-

tions were still held in high esteem by the council, the bishops stated 

that they should not be done during mass or as a replacement of the 

mass, since “the liturgy by its very nature is far superior to any of 

them.” (13) After all, the liturgy is the mystery of Christ, particularly 

his passion, death, resurrection, and ascension. Nothing can take away 
from that clear focus.  
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HAPPY JULY 4th 

We would like to wish all of our parish-

ioners a happy 4th of July! May our 

country always strive to be a place of 

liberty and justice for all.   

MUSIC UPDATE 

Beginning this weekend, we will reintro-

duce the congregational singing of the 

mass parts - Gloria, Holy, Memorial 

Acclamation, Amen, Lamb of God. We 

will be using the already known Mass of 

Christ the Savior by Dan Schutte. This 

takes us up to singing everything except 

the opening, offertory, and communion 

song. Please take a song sheet on your 

way into mass and join in singing! 

WORD OF THANKS 

Father and the Parish as a whole would 

like to Thank all members of St. Matthi-

as community for having generously 

contributed  a sum of $2,528 to the 

Diocese of Warangal, India mission in 

fulfillment of the Appeal weekend. May 

the lord reward you abundantly. 

AIR PURIFIERS 

St. Matthias Church now has air purifi-

ers in our HVAC units that will help 

eliminate airborne viruses, including 

coronavirus. This is one more step in 

responding to the pandemic and our 

efforts to make everyone feel safer. 

Please see the insert this weekend for 

more information.   

SUNDAY OBLIGATION 

On the weekend of June 5-6, the Ohio 

Bishops restored the assumption that 

Catholics will attend mass on Sundays 

(or Saturday evenings) and Holy Days. 

As always, those with health issues or 

transportation issues may be exempt. 

ONLINE REGISTRATIONS 

Welcome to our new parishioners! If 

you are not yet registered with us, you 

can now register online: 

https://stmatthiascolumbus.com/new-to-

st-matthias Call the office with ques-

tions: 614-267-3406. 

ADVERTISE ON BULLETIN 

Own a small business? Work for a com-

pany in the area? Consider advertising 

on the St. Matthias bulletin! Contact 

Adam West at 614-867-1396 or email 

him at AWest@Diocesan.com for more 

information. 

ADDITIONAL COLLECTION COUNTERS 

St. Matthias Finance Council is looking for additional collection counters to 

help count and record the offertory once a month on Sundays after the 11am 

mass. Coming out of the pandemic, we currently have 5 volunteers, but we 

would like to reach the point of having 12. The process is very easy and lasts 

about 1 hour. Please contact Matthew at the Parish Offices if you are inter-

ested in being trained and added to a collection counting team. 

SANCTUARY PROJECTS 

We hope the parishioners enjoy the recently completed sanctuary projects, 

which include a new sound system and new sanctuary floor. Over the next 

few weeks, we will continue to make adjustments as needed to the sound 

system. One final backordered piece- the digital mixer- will not be in until 

mid-August. For the time being, we will be using our physical mixer in the 

music section. Thanks for all who made contributions to the Building Repair 

and Improvement Fund!  

GARAGE SALE 

Remember to bring your donations to the gym for the St. Matthias Garage 

Sale next weekend after any of the masses or on the following Monday, Tues-

day, or Wednesday. Hours of drop off those weekdays are 9am-noon or 7pm

-9pm. We cannot accept clothes, upholstered furniture, or TVs. Spread the

word that the Garage Sale will be Saturday, July 17th from 9am - 3pm!

BUILDING FUND 

Thank you to all of you who have already made an initial gift to the new Facili-

ty Repair and Improvement Fund. From the initial mailing, we have already 

collected $13,000. Please continue to be generous on an ongoing basis. 

MASKS REQUIRED FOR WEEEKEND MASSES 

Please continue to wear a mask or face covering at our weekend parish mass-

es. We have already begun the process of opening more pews and we want 

to ensure everyone’s safety and comfort as we move closer together. Masks 

are not required at daily masses.  

HOURLY JOB OPENINGS FOR 2021-22 SCHOOL YEAR 

2 After Care Workers (8-10Hours/Week each) 

Monday– Friday play with St. Matthias students after school. After Care is 

offered Monday– Friday 2:15pm-5:30pm when students are in session. Must 

have protecting God’s Children certification and complete a Background 

Check. To apply for this position, contact Fr. Tony Davis at 

tdavis@columbuscatholic.org 

Teacher’s Aide(25-29Hours/week) 

Help our students and teachers in the classroom and around the school 

building by supporting our mission of Catholic Education. Must have protect-

ing God’s Children certification and complete a Background Check. To apply 

for this position, contact: Dan Kinley at dkinley@cdeducation.org 

Notices Church News 

June 20, 2021 CURRENT FISCAL YEAR TO DATE 

Weekly Online Giving $2,200.00 

Contributions $9,156.00 $361,709.00 

Budget $8,200.00 $418,200.00 

Difference $3,156.00 ($56,491.00) 

Weekly Collection 
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