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Second Sunday in Ordinary Times – January 16, 2022 

St. Matthias Church | 1582 Ferris | Columbus, OH 43224 

Office Hours 

Tuesdays 9am – 2pm 

Wednesdays 9am – 2pm 

Thursdays 9am – 2pm 

Fridays 9am – 2pm 

 

Mass Intentions 

Tuesday, January 18 

8:30AM Michael Groomes  

Wednesday, January 19 

8:30AM Lorraine Zeller  

Thursday, January 20 

8:30AM John Hollern  

Friday, January 21 

8:30AM Gene Apple  

Saturday, January 22 

5:00PM People of Our Parish   

      (1/15 Correction: Randy Burd) 

Sunday, January 23 

9:00AM   Ron Tippett  

11:00AM Hop Tran  

 

Recently Deceased 
 

Mass Times 
Tues-Fri  8:30 AM 

Saturday  5:00 PM 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

  11:00 AM 

  1:30 PM (Haitian)* 

  3:00 PM (Nigerian)** 

  7:15 PM (Brazilian) 

* Every Sunday except the first Sunday of 

the month 

** Third Sunday of the month only 

Reconciliation 

First Saturdays from 3:45 – 4:45 PM 

PASTORAL POST 

‘Series on the Synod’ by Fr. Tony Davis 
 

One strong motivator for the emergence of synods in church history, according 

to Fr. Richard P. McBrien, was the rise of heresies. Heresies are improper 

teachings that are inconsistent with divine revelation. Since they are not always 

obviously wrong, synods became a place where bishops, on behalf of their 

people, could sort out theological issues and propose proper orthodox 

teachings. After the synod, letters regarding the deliberations and decisions 

would be circulated to other neighboring bishops and churches to receive 

affirmation and ensure that the Churches in the region remained united. In the 

words of SLMC, from the earliest days of the church, synods served “as the 

guarantee and incarnation of the Church’s fidelity to her apostolic origins and 

her Catholic calling…according to different historical contexts and in dialogue 

with the variety of cultures and social situations.” (24) Thus, synods became a 

form of good communication.  

 

While the Catholic Church still has synods today, a distinctive feature of the 

original synods in the early church that should not be lost is the fact that the 

bishops represented their people at the synods. In general, they did not act as 

individuals in their own name, but as leaders who consulted the people they 

served. For instance, as St. Cyprian of Carthage formulated in the middle of the 

3rd century, ‘while nothing should be done in the local Church without the 

Bishop, it is equally true that nothing should be done without your council 

(priests and deacons), or without the consensus of the people.’ (nihil sine episcopo, 

nihil sine consilio vestro, et sine consensus plebis, quoted in SLMC 25) In other words, 

the Church was understood as all the baptized, regardless of rank or status in 

the Church. The synods were not merely executive meetings to be imposed on 

the Church from above but were the whole church discerning together the will 

of God. Each person had a role to play. 

 

By the 4th century, the synods were growing larger and larger, for as McBrien 

notes, “the more widespread the heresy, the more broadly based were the 

synods.” (Catholicism, 611) One heresy that impacted everyone at this time was 

the Arian heresy, which questioned the full divinity of Jesus. Due to religious and 

political divisions, the emperor Constantine called a large synod together at 

Nicaea to debate, discuss, and propose a definitive answer to this Arian heresy 

so that the empire could be reunited around a final decision. This gathering was 

so large that it was later considered an ‘ecumenical council.’ While synods 

continued throughout the first millennium, by the end of the first millennium, 

ecumenical councils were given more attention and weight than synods, which is 

partly why so many Catholics today are no longer familiar with synods. 
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CHURCH NEWS 
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY 

As a multiethnic community, we celebrate the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. The presence of our Black brothers and sisters (and other People of 

Color) within our congregation are a great blessing to us. May God continue to 

empower our entire faith community to stand in support of our brothers and 

sisters from diverse racial and ethnic backgrounds. 
 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 

On Sunday evening, January 23, 2022, the Diocese of Columbus will host an 

Ecumenical Prayer Service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity at St. Joseph 

Cathedral (212 E. Broad St). The prayer service will begin at 6:30 p.m. This local 

celebration of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity builds on the efforts of 

Bishop Brennan and Columbus religious leaders Bishop Clarke of the First Church 

of God, Pastor Rich Nathan of the Vineyard, and others seeking to bring the moral 

voice of Christian religious leaders to bear on racism and other challenges in our 

midst. Bishop Clarke will be the featured preacher for the prayer service. Masks 

are strongly recommended. 
 

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION 

The Catholic Women’s Association will have their first meeting of 2022 in the St. 

Julie Room this Sunday, January 16th after the 11am mass. 

 

KINDERGARTEN ENROLLMENT FOR 2022-23 SCHOOL YEAR 

St. Matthias School is accepting applications for next year’s Kindergarten class. 

Potential students must be 5 years old by September 30, 2022. Please call the 

school office at (614) 268-3030 or email preither@cdeducation.org to place your 

child on the enrollment list. 
 

GRADES 1-4 2022-2023 SCHOOL YEAR 

If you have a child that you would like to enroll in St. Matthias School for next 

year, we have openings in Grades 1 - 4. Please call the school office at (614) 268-

3030 or email preither@cdeducation.org to place your child on the list. 
 

NEW HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP 

The Nativity of Mary Scholarship Fund is offering 4 scholarships for the 2022-2023 

school year (at $2,000 each) to any student attending a Catholic High School in 

the Diocese of Columbus. Candidates need to be an active parishioner of a 

Catholic parish. For more information on the fund and/or how to contribute, 

please contact Christy Steffy at The Catholic Foundation: 614-443-8893 or 

csteffy@catholic-foundation.org. 
 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS UPDATE 

We recently forwarded the following money to our special collection recipients. 

They were for the following amounts: Catholic Home Missions $565, Peter’s 

Pence $275, Church in Latin America $350, World Mission Sunday $270, and 

Campaign for Human Development $230. Thank you for supporting these causes 

in addition to our weekly offertory. 

January 2, 2022 CURRENT FISCAL YEAR TO DATE 

Contributions (+ online) $6,530.00 $206,480.00 

Budget $8,000.00 $216,000.00 

Difference $(1,470.00) $(9,520.00) 

NOTICES 
CONFIRMATION FORMS 

All students preparing for the sacrament of 

Confirmation on Sunday, April 3, 2022 must 

return the Confirmation Form in the Red 

Folder as soon as possible. This form has 

essential information for planning and recording 

the sacrament. 
 

FIRST COMMUNION MEETING 

There is a parent-child meeting on Wednesday, 

January 26th at 7pm in the church for all 

students preparing for First Communion on 

May 1, 2022. Eligible students should have made 

their First Reconciliation this past December. 
 

AIR PURIFIERS 

Our church heating and air conditioning units 

now have built in air purifiers, effective at 

purifying the air of coronavirus. These units and 

fans are running at each mass to help keep our 

air safe. 
 

YEAR END STATEMENTS 

Year-end contribution statements are available 

upon request. These reports include all your 

contributions to the parish during 2021. Note 

that they do not include any contributions in 

exchange for services. 
 

SUNDAY MISSALS 

The Sunday Missal books are available before 

or after mass from the sacristan. They include 

all the Sunday readings for the next year (Year 

C) as well as mass prayers and reflections. 

Please donate $3.00 per copy. 
 

GUIDE BOOK AND DIRECTORY 

Parishioners should be receiving our 2022 

Guide Book and Directory in the mail soon. 

This includes an overview of parish groups, 

activities, and parishioner contact information. 

If you do not receive one, please contact the 

parish offices for a copy. 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

To access the digital worship aids please visit 

https://www.stmatthiascolumbus.com/worship-

aids Then insert the password” Music”. 

 
The next choir rehearsal will be Tuesday, 

January 18th from 7:00-8:30pm in the church.  
 
MASS OF A JOYFUL HEART 

Please join us in singing the ‘Mass of a Joyful 

Heart’ by Steve Angrisano. Copies of the music 

are available in the vestibule. 
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